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PREFACE. 



I WAS made to obferve at Rome fome vef- 
tiges of an ancient cuftom very proper in 
tl^ofe days — it was the parading of the ftreets 
by a fet of people called Precl^e^ who went 
fome minutes before the Flamen Dialis to bid 
the inhabitants leave Work or play, and attend 
wholly to the procefSonj but if ill omens 
prevented the pageants from paffing, or if the 
occafion of the fhow was deemed fcarcely wor- 
thy its celebration, thefe Precia flood a chance 
pf being ill-treated by the fpeftators. A Pre- 
fatory introduction to a work like this, can 
hope little better ufage from the Public than 
they had ; it proclaims the approach of what 
has often paffed by before, adorned moft cer^ 

A 2 tainly 



iv PREFACE, 

tainly with greater fplendoQr, perhaps conduct* 
ed too with greater regularity and Ikill : Yet 
will I not defpair of giving at leaft a momen- 
tary amufement tq my countrynxen in general,^ 
while their entertainment fliall ferve as a 
vehicle for conveying expreffions of particu- 
lar kindnefs to thofe foreign individuals, whofe 
tendernefs foftened the forrows of abfence, 
and who eagerly endeavoured by unmerited 
attentions to fupply the lofs of their company 
on whom nature and habit had given me 
ftronger claims. 

That I fhould make fome reflections, or 
Write down fome obfervations, in the courfe of 
a long journey, is not ftrange; that I fhould 
prefent them before the Public is I hope not 
too daring : the prefumption grew up out of 
their acknowledged favour, and if too kind 
culture has encouraged a coarfe plant till it" 
runs to feed, a little coldnefs from the fame 
quarter will foon prove fqfficient to kill it. 
The flattering partiality of priyatc partifans 

5 fometimes 



PREFACE, V 

fometlints iaduces authors to venture forth, 
and ftand a public dccifion ; but it U oft^Q 
found to betriy them too; not to be to&d 
by waves of perpetual contention, but rather 
to fink in the filence of total negle<3:. Whaj 
wonder \ He who fwims in oil mull be buoy-, 
ant indee<3, if he efcapes falling certainly, 
thoagb gently, to the bottom ; while he who 
commits bis fafety to the bofom of the wide-, 
embracing ocean, is fure to be ftrongly fup- 
ported, or at worft thrown upon the Ihore* 

On this principle it has been ilill my ftudy 
to obtain from a humane and generous Public 
tfc^t j^lter thmt prote<3ion befl: affords from 
the poifoned arrows of private malignity} 
for though it is not difficult to defpife the 
tempts of petty malice, I will not iay with 
ll^ Phikifopher, that I mean to build a mO'- 
jtument to my fame with the ft9ne6 thrown 
at me to break my bon^s ; nor yet pretend 
to the art of Swift's German Wonder-doer, 

who promifed to make. them fall about his 

head 
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bead like fo many pillows. Ink, as It re^ 
fembles Styx in its colour, fhould refembie it 
a little in its operation too ; whoever has been 
once dipt fhould become invulnerable : But ^ , 
is not fo ; the irritability of authors has Ic^. 
been enrolled among the comforts of ill-nature^ 
and the triumphs of flupidity j fuch let , it 
long remain ! Let me at leaft take care in th^ 
worft ftorms that may arife in public or in 
private life^ to fay with Lear, 
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More finn'd againft, than finning. 

For the book 1 have not thrown my 

thoughts into the form of private letters ; be- 
caufe a work of which truth is the heft re- 
commendation, fhould not above all others 
begin with a lie. My old acquaintance ra-p 
ther chofe to amufe themfelves with conjec- 
tures, than to flatter me with tender inquiries 
during my abfence : our correfpondence then 

wouldl 
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would not have been any amufement to the 

Public^, whofe treatment of me deferves every v 

poflSMe acknowledgment j and more than thofe 
« 

acktib^ledgments will I not add — to a work, 
which, ftich as it is, I fubmit to their candour, 
relblving to think as little of the event as I 
can help ; *for the labours of the prefs referable 
thofe of the toilette, both fliould be attended 
to, and finiflied with care; but once.com^ 
plete, fhould take up no more of our atten- 
tion; unlefs we are difpofed at evening to de- 
ftroy all effe<3: of our morning's ftudy. 
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C A L A I S* 

September 7, 1784. 

OF all pleafure, I fee much may be de- 
ftroyed by eagernefs of anticipation : I 
had told my female companion, to whom 
travelling was new, how flie would be fur- 
prized and aftonifhed, at the difference found 
in croffing the narrow fea from England ta 
France, and now fhe is not aftonifhed at all ; 
why Ihould fhe ? We have lingered and loi- 
tered fix and twenty hours from port to port, 
while ficknefs and fatigue made her feel as if 
much more time flill had elapfed fince fhe 
quitted the oppofite fhore. The truth is, 
we wanted wind exceedingly j and the flights 
Vol. I. B of 



2 OBSERVATIONS IN A 

of fliaggs, and fhoals of maycril, both beau- 
tiful enough, and both uncommon too at this 
feafon, made us very little amends for the 
tedioufnefs of a night paiTed on fhip-board. 

Seeing the fun rife and fet, however, upon 
an unobftrufted horizon, was a new idea 
gained to me, who never till now had the 
opportunity. It confirmed the truth of that 
maxim which tells us, that the human mind 
^uft have fomething left to fujpply for itfelf 
on the fight of all fublunary objedks. When 
my eyes have watched the rifing or fetting 
fun through a thick crowd of intervening 
trees, or feen it fink gradually behind a hill 
which obftruded my clofer obfervation, fancy 
has always painted the full view finer than ' 
at lafl: I found it ; and if the fun itfelf cannot 
fatisfy the cravings of a thirfty imaginatioa, 
let it at leaft convince us that nothing on this 
fide Heaven can fatisfy them, and fet our 
aff'efiions^ accordingly. 

Pious refledions remind one of monks and 
nuns ; I enquired of the Francifcan friar 
who attended us at the inn, what was become 
of Father Felix, who did the duties of the 
quete, as it is called, about a dozen, years 
ago, when I recoiled minding that bis man- 
ners 
5 



JOURNEY THROUGH FRANCE. j 

hers and ftoiy ftruck Dr. Johufon exceed- 
ingly, who faid that (o complete a chata£ter 
could fcarcely be found in romarice. He had 
feeen a foldier, it feems, and was nd incom* 
petent or mean fcholar': the books ^e found 
open in his Cell, fhewed he had not negleded 
modern or colloquial knowledge j there was 
a tranflation of Addifon's Spedlators, and Ra'- 
pin's Differtation on the contending Partie* 
cf England called Whig and Tory. He had 
likewife a violin^ and fome printed mufic, fot 
his entertainment. I was glad to hear he was 
well, and travelling to Barcelona on fodt hy 
orders of the fuperior. 

After dinner we fet out to fee Mifs Grey^ 
at her convent of Dominican Nuns; who, I 
hoped, would have remembered me, as many 
of the ladies there had feized much of tny 
attention when laft abroad : they had how- 
ever all forgotten me, nor could call to mind 
how much they had once admired the beauty 
of my eldeft daughter, then a child, which 1 
thought impoflible to forget : one is always 
more important in orie's.own eyes than ia 
thofe of others ; but no one is of importance 
to a Nun, who is and ought to be employed 
ia:other fpeeulations. 

B 2 When 
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When the Great Mogul fliowed his fjplen- 
dour to a travelling dervife, who exprefled 
his little admiration of it — ^^ Shall you not 
often be thinking of me in future ?" faid the 
monarch. ** Perhaps I might/* replied the 
religieux, ** if I were not always thinking 
upon God.'* ' > 

The women fjpinning at their doors here, 
or making lace, or employing themfelves in 
fome manner, is particularly confolatory to 
a Britifh eye ; yet I do not recoiled it ftruck 
me laft time I was over: induftry without 
buftle, and fome appearance of gain without 
fraud, comfort one's heart; while all the 
profits of commerce fcarcely can be laid to 
make immediate compenfation to a delicate 
mind, for the noife and brutality obferved in 
an Englifh port. I looked again for the 
chapel, where the model of a fhip, elegantly 
conftruaed, hung from the top, and found 
it in good prefervation : fome fcrupulous 
man had made the fhip, it feems, and thought, 
perhaps juftly too, that he had fpent a greater 
portion of time and care on the workmiiti- 
fhip than he ought to have done ; fo refolv- 
ing no longer to indulge his vanity or fond- 
nefg, fairly hung it up in the convent chapel, 

atio 
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and made a folemn vow to look on it no 
more. I remember a much ftronger inftance 
of felf-demal pradifed by a pretty young 
lady of Paris once, who was enjoined by her 
confeiSbr to wring off the neck of her fa- 
vourite bullfinch, as a penance for having 
pafTed too much time in teaching him to pipe 
tunes, peck from her hand, &c. — She obeyed ; 
but never could be prevailed on to fee the 
prieft again. 

We are going now to leave Calais, where 
the women in long white camblet clokes, 
foldiers with whifkers, girls in neat flippers, 
and ihort petticoats contrived to (how them^ 
who wait upon you at the inn ; — ^poftillions 
with greafy night-caps, and vaft jack-boots, 
driving your carriage harneffed with ropes, and 
adorned ^t^ith fheep-lkins, can never fail to 
ilrike an Engliihn^an at his firfl going abroad : 
—But what is our difference of manners, 
compared to that prodigious efFed produced 
by the much fhorter paflage from Spain to 
Africa; where an hour's time, and fixteen 
miles fpace only, carries you from Europe, 
from civilization, from Chriftianity. A gen- 
tleman's defcription of his feelings on that 
<)CCafion ru0ies now on my mind, and makes 

B 3 me 
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me h^lf aihamed tch fit here, ia Deffein's 
paiiour, writing remarks, in good time !— 
upon places as well known as Weftminfter^ 
bridge to alipoft all thofe who crofs it at this 
Tnoin?et)ft; while the cuftom-houfe officers 
intrufion puts me the Icfs ^out of hnmomr, 
from the cpnfcioufncfs that, if I am difturbed, 
I am difturbed fcom ilwng notbmg. 



C H A N T I L L Y, 

Our way to this place lay through 
Boulogne; the fituation of which is pleaf-^ 
ing, and the filh there excellent. I was 
glad to fee Boulogne, though I can fcarcely tell 
why ; but one is always glad to fee fomething 
new, and t^lk of fomething old : for examplej^ 
the ftory I once heard of Mifs Afhe, fpeak-? 
ing of poor Dr. James, who loved profligate 
converfation dearly, — ** That man ihould 
fet up his quarters acrofs the water,*' faid 
ffie ; " why Boulogne would be a feraglio 
to him,*^ 

The country, as far as Montreuil, is a 
coarfe one j tbin herbage in the plains and 

fruit-- 
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fruithfs fields. The cattle too are mileraWy 
poor and lean ; but where there is no grafs, 
we can fcarcely expert them to be fat : they 
muft not feed on wheat, I fuppofe, and can- 
not digeft tobacco. Herds of fwine, not 
flocks of fheep, meet one s eye upon the 
hills ; and ihe very few gentlemen's feats that 
we have paiTed by, feera out of repair, and 
deferted. The French do not refide much in 
private houfes, as the Englifh do ; but while 
thofe of narrower fbrtunes flock to* the coun- 
try towns within their reach, thofe of 
ampler purfes repair to Paris, where the rent 
of their eftate fupplies them with pleafures at 
no very enormous expence. The road is 
magnificent, like our old-fafliioned avenue 
in a nobleman's park, but wider, and paved 
in the middle: this convenience continued 
on for many hundred miles, and all at the 
king's expence. Every man you meet, po- 
litely pulls off* his hat en pajfant ; and the 
gentlemen have commonly a good horfe un- 

. der them, but certainly a drefled one. 

Sporting feafon is not come in yet, but 
I believe the idea of fporting feldom enters 
any head except an Englifh one: here is 
prodigious plenty of game, but the familiarity 

B 4 with 
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^th which they walk about and fit by our 
road-fide, fhews they feel no apprehenfions. 

Harveft, even in France, is extremely 
backward this year, I fee ; no crops are yet 
got in, nor will reaping be likely to pay its 
own charges. But though fummer is come 
too late for profit, the pleafure it brings is 
perhaps enhanced by delay : like a life, the 
early part of which has been wafted in ficfc* 
nefs, the poifefibr finds too little time remaiiw 
ing for work, when health does come ; and 
fpends all that he has left, naturally enough, 
in enjoyment. 

The pert vivacity of La Fille at Montreuil 
was all we could find there worth remarking : 
it filled up my notions of French flippancy 
agreeably enough ; as no Englifh wench 
would fo have^anfwered one to be fure. She 
had complained of our avant-coureur\s beha- 
viour. " II park fur le haul ton^ mademoifelU^ 
(faid I), " mats il ^ le c^eur hon *:" ** Ouyda^ 
(replied flie, fmaftly), ** mats c^efi le ton qui 
fait le cbanfon f .*' 

* He fets his talk to a founding tune, my dear, bi^t 
be is an honeft fellow. 

t But I always thought it Was the tune which made 
the mufick. 

The 
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The cathedral at Amiens made ample 
ameads for the country we paffed through to 
fee it ; the Nef ^Amkns deferves the fame 
of a firft-rate ftrudlure : and the ornaments 
of its high altar feem particularly well chofen, 
of an excellent tafle^ and very capital execu- 
tion. The vineyards from thence hither 
fhew, that either the climate, or feafon, or 
both, improve upon one : the grapes cUmb* 
ing up fome not very tall golden-pippin trees, 
and min^i^g their fruits at the top, have a 
mighty pleafmg efFe<3:; and I obferve the 
rage for Lombardy poplars is in equal force 
here as about London : no tolerable houfe 
have I paffed without feeing long rows of 
them ; all young plantations, as one may 
perceive by their fize. Refined countries 
always are panting for fpeedy enjoyment: 
the maxim of carpe diem * came into Rome 
when luxury triumphed there ; and poets 
afwl philofophers lent their afliftance to deco- 
rate and dignify her gaudy car. Till then we 
read of no fuch hafte to be happy ;. and on 
the fame principle, wliile Americans con- 
tentedly wait the flow growth of their colump 

^ Seize the prefcnt moment* 

nal 
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nal chefnut, our hot-bed inhabitants meafurc 
the flender poplar with canes, anxioufly ad- 
miring iits quick growth and early elegance ; 
yet are often cut down themfelves, before 
their youthful favourite can afford them either 
pleafure or advantage. 

This charming palace and gardens were 
new to neither of us, yet lovely to both : the 
tame fifh, I remember fo well to have fed 
from my hand eleven or twelve years ago, 
are turned almoft all white j can it he with 
age I wonder ? , the naturalifts muft tell. I 
once ikw a carp which weighed fix pounds 
and an half taken out of a pond in Hertford- 
&ire, where the owners knew it h^ri refided 
forty years at leaft j and it was not white, 
but ,of the common colour : Quere, how lohg 
will they live ? and when will they begin to 
change ? The ftables ftruck me as more mag- 
nificent this time than the laft I faw them ; 
the hounds were always dirtily and ill kept ; 
but hunting is not the tafl:e of any nation now 
but ours ; none but a young Englifh heir fays 
to his eftate as Goliah did to David, Come to 
me^ and I will give thee t(K the beajls of the 
field y and to the fowls of the air ; as fome of 
our old books of piety reproach us. Every 

trick 
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trick that money can play with the moft 
lavifh abundance of water is here exhibited ; 
laor is the fight of dijet (Teau^ or the murmur 
of an artificial cafcade, undelightful in a hot 
day, let the Nature-mongers fay what they 
pleafe. The prince's cabinet, for a private 
colledXion, is not a mean one ; but I was forry 
to fee his quadrant rufted to the globe almoft, 
and the poor planetarium but of all repair* 
The great ftuffed dog is a curiofity however ; 
I never faw any of the canine fpecies fo 
large, and withal fo beautiful, living or 
dead. 

The theatre belonging to the houfe is a 
lovely one ; and the truly princely pofleflbr, 
when he heard once that an Englifli gentler- 
man, travelling for amufement, had called at 
Chantilly too late to enjoy the diverfion, 
inftantly, though paft twelve o'clock at night, 
ordered a new reprefentation, that his curiofity 
Alight be gratified! This is the fame Princ^a 
of Conde, who going from Paris to his coun- 
try-feat here for a month or two, when his 
* eldeft fon was nine years old, left him fifty 
louis d'ors as an allowance during his ab- 
fence. At his return to town, the boy pro- 
duced his purfe, crying " Papa I bercs all the 

money 
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money fafe^ 1 have never touched it once.*^--^ 
TTie Prince, in reply, took him gravely to the 
window, and opening it, very quietly poured 
all the louis d'ors into the ftreet; filing, 
^' Now, if you have neither virtue enough to 
give away your money, nor fpirit enough , to^ 
ijpend it, always do this for the future, do 
you hear J that the poor may at leaft have a 
chance for it^^ 



* 



PARIS, 

The fine paved road to this town has 
many inconveniencies, and jars the nerves 
terribly with its perpetual rattle j the ap- 
proach however always ftrikes one as very 
fine, I think, and the boulevards and guin- 
gettes look always pretty too : as wine, beer, 
and fpirits are not permitted to be fold there, 
one fees what England does not even pretend 
to exhibit, which is gaiety without noife, and 
a crowd without a riot. I was pleafed to go 
over the churches again too, and re-experi- 
ence that particular fenfation which the dif- 
pofition of Sl Rocque*s altars and ornaments 

alone 
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alone can give. In the evening we looked at 
the new fquare called the Palais Royal, 
whence the Due de Chartres has removed di 
vaft number of noble trees, which it was a fin 
and ihame to profane with an axe, after they 
had adorned that fpot for fo many centuries,— 
The people were accordingly as angry, I 
believe, as Frenchmen can be, when the folly 
was firft * committed : the court, however, 
had wit enough to convert the place into a 
fort of Vauxhall, with tents, fountains, fhops, 
fill! of frippery, brilliant at once and worth- 
lefs, to attract them ; with coffeehoufes fur- 
rounding it on every fide; and now they are all 
again merry and bappy^ fynonymous terms at 
Paris, though often difunited in London ; 

and Vive le Due de Chartres I 

I 

The French are really a contented race 
of mortals; — precluded almoft from pof- 
fibility of adventure, the low Parifian leads 
a gentle humble life, nor envies that great- 
nefs he never can obtain j but either won- 
ders delightedly, or diverts himfelf phi- 
lofophically with the fight of fplendours 
which feldom fail to excite ferious envy in an 
Englifhman, and fome times occafion even 
fuicide, from difappointed hopes, which never 

could 
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could take root in the heart of thefe un* 
afpiring people. Reflexions of this caft are 
fuggefted to one here in every fhop, where 
the behaviour of the mafter at firft light con- 
tradids all that our fatirifts tell us of the 
fupplc Gaul^ &c. A mercer in this town 
ihews you a few filks, and thofe he fcarcely 
opens ; vous devez cboifir *^ is all he thinks 
of faying, to invite your cuftom; then takea 
out his fnuff-box, and yawns in your face, 
fatigued by your inquiries. For mf own 
part, I find my natural difguft of fiiGh;beha- 
viour greatly repelled, by the recoUcdion 
that the man I am fpeaking to is, no inhabit- 
ant of 

A happy land, where circulating powV 

Flows thro' each member of th' embodied ftate — » 

S. Johnson* 

and I fed well- inclined to refped the peaceful 
tenor of a life, which likes not to be broken 
in upon, for the fake of obtaining riches, 
which when gotten muft end only in the 
pleafure of counting them. A Frenchman 
who fliould make his fortune by trade to- 

♦ Chufe what you like. 

morrow^ 
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morrow, would be no nearer advancement u;i 
fociety or fituation : why then flhould he 
folicit, by arts he is too lazy to delight in the 
practice of, that opulence which would afford 
fo flight an improvement to his comforts ? He 
lives as well as he wiflies already ; he goes 
to the Boulevards every night, treats his wife 
with a glafs of lemonade or ice, and holds up 
his babies by turns, to hear the jokes of Jean 
Pottage. Were he to recommend his* goods, 
like the Londoner, with ftudied eloquence and 
attentive flattery, he could not hope like him 
that the eloquence he now befliows on the 
decorations of a hat, or the var.nifli of an 
equipage, may one day ferve to torment a 
miniflier, and obtain a pofl: of honour for his 
fon ; he could not hope that on fome future 
day his flattery might be liftened to by fome 
lady of, more birth than beauty, or riches 
perhaps, when happily employed upon a very 
diflferent fubjeit, and be the means of lifting 
himfelf into a fl:ate of diftindion, his chil- 
dren too into public notoriety. 

Emulationi ambition, avarice, however^ 
muft in all arbitrary governments be confined 
to the great ; the other fet of mort?ils, .fot 
there are none there of middling rank,-, liv?^ 

as 
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as it fhould feem, like eunuchs in a feraglia; 
feel themfelves irrevocably doomed to pro- 
mote the pleafure of their fuperiors, nor evet 
dream of fighing for enjoyments from which 
an irremeable boundary divides them. 
They fee at the beginning of their lives how 
that life mud neceilarily end^ sind trot with 
a quiet, contented, and unaltered pace down 
their long, ftraight^ and ihaded avenue ; 
while we, with anxious folicitude, and reft- 
lefs hurry, watch the quick turnings of our 
ferpentine walk ; which ftill prefents, either 
to fight or expectation, fome changes of va- 
riety in the ever-fhifting profpeft, till the 
unthought-of, unexpeded end comes fud- 
denly upon us, and finifhes at once the fluc- 
tuating fcene. Reflections muft now give 
way to fadts for a moment, though few Eng- 
lifli people want to be told that every hotel 
here, belonging to people of condition, is 
£hut out from the ftreet like our Burliiigton- 
houfe, which gives a general gloom to the 
look of thia city fo famed for its gaiety : the 
ilreets are narrow too, and ill-paved; and 
very noify, from tlie echo made by ftone 
buildings drawn up to a prodigious height^ 
many of the houfeS having feven, and fome 
6 of 
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of them even eight ftories from the bottom* 
The contradidions one meets with every 
moment likewife ftrike 6ven a curfory pb- 
ferver — a countefe in a morning, her hair 
^refled, with diamonds too perhaps, a dirty 
black handkerchief about her neck, and a flat 
iilver ring on her finger, like oiir ale-wives ; 
a femme puhlique^ dreffed avowedly for the 
purpofes of alluring the men, with not a very 
fmall crucifix hanging at her bofom;— and 
the Virgin Mary's fign at an alehoufc door^ 
with thefe words, 

je fuis la mere de nion Dieii> '^> 
Et la gardietine de ce lieu ** 

I ha^je, however, borrowed Bocage's Re- 
marks upon the Englifh nation, which ferve 
to damp my fpirit of criticifm exceedingly : 
She had more opportunities than I for ob- 
fervation,' not lefs quicknefs of difcernment 
furely ; and her ftay in London was longer 
than mine in Paris. — Yet, how was flie de- 
ceived in many points ! 



I ■ ■ ' ' « 
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* The mother of my God am I, 

And keep this houfa right carrfully% - -_ 

Vol. I. C IwUl 
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I will tell nothing that I did not /ee ; and 
among the objeds one would certainly avoid 
feeing if it were pdffible, is the deformity of 
the poor. — Such various modes of warping 
the human figure could hardly be obferved 
in England by a furgeon in high pradice, as 
meet me about this country inceflantly. — I 
liave feen them in the galleries and outer- 
courts even of the palace itfelf, and am glad 
to turn my eyes Tor relief on the Duke of 
Orleans*s pictures ; a glorious colle£kion I 
The Italian noblemen, in whofe company 
we faw it, acknowledged with candour the 
good tafte of the feledion j and I was glad 
to fee again what had delighted me fo many 
years before : particularly, the three Marys, 
by Annibale Caraccij and Rubens's odd con- 
ceit of making Juno's Peacock peck Paris^s 
leg, for having refufed the apple to his 
miftrefs. 

The manufadure at the Gdbelins feems 
exceedingly improved ; the colouring lefs in- 
harmonious, the drawing more correct j but 
our Parifians are not juft now thinking about 
fuch matters j they are all wild for love of a 
new comedy, written by Monf. de Beaumar- 
chais, and called, ^* J^e Mariage de Figaro,** 

7 " full 
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li^ll of fuch wit as we were fond of in the 
J-eign of Charles the Second, indecent mer- 
riment, and grofs immorality ; mixed, how* 
ever, with inuch acrimonious fatire, as if 
Sir George Et;herege and Johnny Gay had 
clubbed their powers of ingenuity at oiice to 
divert and to corrupt their auditors; who 
liow carry the verfes of this favourite piece 

.upon their fans, pocket-handkerchiefe, &c. 
as our women once did thofe of the Beggar's 

.Opera. 

We have enjoyed fome very agreeable 
fociety here in ^he company of Comte Tur- 
coni, a Milanefe Nobleman who, defirous 
to efcape all the frivolous, and petty dif-* 
tindlon which birth alone beftows, has 
Jong fixed his refidence in Paris, where 
talents find their influence, and whei:e a' great 
city aflTords that unobferved freedom of 
thought and adion which can fcarcely be 
expected by a man of high rank in a fmaller 
circle ; but which, when once tafted, will 

. not f(?ldom be preferred to the attentive; 

. Watchfujnefs of more confined fociety. 

The famous Venetian too, who has written 
£0 many fuccefsful comedies, and is now 

C 2 em* 
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employed upon his own Memoirs, at the 
age of eighty-four, was a delightful addition 
to our Coterie, Goldonu He is garrulous, 
good-humoured, and gay; refembling the 
late James Harris of Salifbury in perfon not 
manner, and leems juftly efteemed, and 
highly, by his countrymen. 

The converfation of the Marquis Trotti 
and the Abate Bucchetti is likewife parti- 
cularly pleafmg; efpecially to me, who am 
naturally defirous to live as much as pof- 
fible among Italians of general know- 
ledge, good tafte, and polifhed manners, 
before I enter their country, where the 
language will be fo very indifpenfable. 

Mean time I have ftolen a day 'to vifit my 
old acquaintance the Englifh Auftin Nuns at 
the Foffee, and found the whole community 
alive and cheerful ; they are many of them 
agreeable women, and having feen Dr. John- 
fon with me when I was laft abroad, enquired 
much for him: Mrs. Fermor, the Priorefs, 
niece to Belinda in the Rape of the Lock, 
taking occafion to tell me, comically enough, 
** That {he believed there was but little com- 
fort to be found in a houfe that harboured 

poets I 
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foets; for that ihe remembered Mr. Pope*s 
praife made her aunt very troublefome and 
conceited, while his numberlefs caprices 
would have employed ten fervants to wait on 
him ; and he gave one'* (faid fhe) " no 
amends by his talk neither, for he only fate 
dozing all day, when the fweet wine was 
out, and made his verfes chiefly in the night ; 
during which feafon he kept himfelf awake by 
drinking coffee, which it was one of the maids 
bufinefs to make for him, and they took it 
by turns," 

Thefe ladies really live here as comfortably 
for aught I fee as peace, quietnefs, and the 
certainty of a good dinner every day can 
make them. Juft fo much happier than as 
many old maids who inhabit Milman Street 
and Chapel Row, as they are fure not to be 
robbed by a treacherous, or infulted by a 
favoured, fervant in the decline of life, 
when protedion Is grown hopelefs and refin- 
ance vain J and as they enjoy at leaft a moral 
certainty of never living worfe thao they do 
to-day : while the little knot of unmarried 
females turned fifty round Red Lion 
S(juarc may always be ruined by a runaway 

C 3 agent^ 
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agent, a bankrupted banker, or a roguifb 
fteward ; and even the petty pleafures of fix^ 
penny quadrille may become by that mis- 
fortune too coftly for their income.— -^^r^^, 
^s the French fay, th^ difference is fmall : 
both coteries fit f(fparate in the morning, go 
to prayers at »noon, and read the chapters for 
the day: change their neat drefs, eat their 
little dinner, and play at fmall games for 
fmall fums in the evening ; when recoUedion 
tires, and chat runs low. 

But more adventurous characters claim my 
prefent attent;ion. All Paris 1 think, myfelf 
among the reft, aflembled to fee the valiant 
brothers, Robert and Charles, mount yefter- 
day into the air, in company with a certain 
Pilatre de Rofier, who conducted them in the 
new-invented flying chariot faftened to an 
air-balloon. It was from the middle of the 
Tuilleries that they fet out, a place very fa- 
vourable and well-contrived for fuch public 
purpofes. But all was fo nictly managed, 
ib cleverly carried on fomehow, that the 
prder and decorum of us who remained on 
firm ground, ftruck me more than even the 
yery ftrange fight pf human creatures float- 
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ing in the wind : but I have really been wit- 
nefs to ten times as* much buftle and confu^ 
fion at a crowded theatre in London, than 
what thefe peaceable Parifians made when the 
whole city was gathered together. Nobody 
was hurt, nobody was frighted, nobody could 
even pretend to feel themfelves incommoded. 
Such are among the few comforts that refult 
from a defpotic government. 

My republican fpirit, however, boiled up 
a little laft Monday, when I had to petition 
Monf. de Calonne for the reftoration of 
fome trifles detained in the cuftom-houfe at 
Calais. His politenefs, indeed, and the 
fight of others performing like ads of humi- 
liation, reconciled me in fome meafure to the 
drudgery of running from fubaltern to fub- 
ftltern, intreating, in pathetic terms, the re-f 
mi.lion of a law which is at laft either juft 
or unjuft ; if juft, no folicitation Aould, 
methinks, be permitted to change it ; if un- 
juft, what can be fo grating as the obligation 
to folicit ? 

We mean to quit Paris to-morrow; I 
therefore enquired this evening, what was 
become of our aerial travellers. A very 
grave man replied, " J^ crois^ Madame^ quik 

C ^ font 
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font deja arrivh ces MeJJieurs la^ au lieu ^u 
Its vents fc formcnt *.'* 



LYONS. 

Sept. ?5, 1784. 

We left the capital at our intended time, 
and put into the carriage, for amufement, a 
book ferioufly recommended by Mn Gol- 
doni ; but which diverted me only by the 
fanfaronades that it contained. The author 
has, however, got the premium by this per- 
formance, which the Academy of Berlin 
promifed to whoever wrote beft this year on 
any Belles Lettres fubjedi. This gentleman 
judicioufly chofe to give reafons for the uni* 
verfality of the French language, and has 
been fo gaily infolent to every other Euro- 
pean nation in his flimfy pamphlet, that 
fome will probably praife, many reply to, 
all read, and all forget it. I will confefs 
myfelf fo feized on by his fprightly imper- 
tinence, that I wiflied for leifure to tranflate, 
and wit to anfwer him at firft, but the want 

* I fancy. Ma'am, the gentlemen arc gone to fee the 
place where all the winds blow from. 

of 
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of one folid thought by which to recoiled: 
his exiftence has cured me ; and I now find 
that he was deHcioufly cool and fharp, like 
the ordinary wine of the country we are p?iflt 
ing through, which having no body^ can nei- 
ther keep its little power long, nor even 
ufe it while frefti to any fenfible effedl. 

The country is really beautiful ; but de- 
fcriptions are fo fallacious, one half defpairs 
of communicating one's ideas as they are: 
for either wcll-chofen words do not prefent 
themfelves, or being well-chofen they detain 
the reader, and fix his mind on th^m^ inftead 
of the things defcribed. Certain it is that I 
had formed no adequate notion of the fine 
river called the Yonne, with cattle grazing 
on its fertile banks : thofe banks not clothed 
indeed with our foft verdure, but with royal 
purple, proceeding from an autumnal daify 
of that colour that enamels every meadow 
at this feafon. Here fmall ehclofures feem 
unknown to the inhabitants, who are ftrewed 
up and down expanfive views of a moft pro- 
ductive country j where vineyards fwell upon 
the rifing grounds, and young wheat orna- 
ments the valleys below : while clufters of afpir- 
ing poplars, or a finglje walnut-tree of greater 

fizc 



%6 



OBSERVATIONS IN A 



fize and dignity unite in attrading attention, 
and infpiring poetical ideas. Here is no 
tedious uniformity to fatigue the eye, nor 
rugged afperities to difgufl it ; but ceafelefs 
variety of colouring among the plants, while 
the cserulean willow, the yellow walnut, the 
gloomy beech, and filver theophraftus, feem 
fcattered by the open hand of lavifh Nature 
over a landfcape of refpedable extent, uniting 
that fublimity which a wide expanfe always 
conveys to the mind, with that diftindtnefs 
fo defired by the eye ; which cultivation alone 
can offer and fertility beftow. Every town 
that ihould adorn thefe lovely plains, how- 
ever, exhibits, upon a nearer approach, 
mifery ; the more mortifying, as it is lefs 
expeded by a fpedator, who requires at 
leaft fome days experience to convince him 
that the fquallid fcenes of wretchednefs and 
dirt in which he is obliged to pafs the night, 
will prove more than equivalent to the plea- 
fures he has enjoyed in the day-time, de- 
rived from an appearance of elegance and 
wealth — elegance, the work of Nature, not 
of man; and opulence, the •immediate gift 
of God, and not the refult of commerce. He 
who fhould fix his refid^nce in Frar^ce, lives 

UkQ 
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like Sir Gawaine in our old romance, whofe 
wife was bound by an enchantment, thai 
obliged her at evening to lay down the va- 
rious beauties which had charmed admiring 
multitudes all day, and become an obje£t of 
odium and difgufl. 

The French do feem indeed an idle race ; 
and poverty, perhaps fot that reafon, forces 
her way among them, through a climate that 
might tempt other mortals to itnprove its 
bleffings; but, as the motto to the arm's 
they are fo proud of exprefles it — ^^ they 
foil ndtj neither do they Jpin^ Content, 
the bane of indtiftry, as Mandeville calls 
it, renders them happy with what Hea- 
ven has unfolicited fhaken into their lapj 
and ^ho knows but the fpirit of blam-f 
ing fuch behaviour may be lefs pleafing to 
God that gives, than is the behaviouy 
Jtfelf? 

Let us not, mean tihie, be forward to fup- 
pofe, that whatever one fees done, is done upoa 
principle, as fuch fancies will for ever mis- 
lead one : much muft be left to chance, when 
we are judging the corfduft either of nations 
pr individuals. And furely I never knew till 
fipw^ th?it fp Uttle religion Qould exift in any 

Chriftian 
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Ghriftlan country as in this, where they drive 
their carts, and keep their little fhops open 
on a Sunday, forbearing neither pleafure nor 
bufmefs, as I fee, on account of obferving 
that day upon which their Redeemer rofe 
again. They have a tradition among the 
meaner people, that when Chrift was cruci- 
fied, he turned his head towards France, over 
which he pronounced his laft blefling; but 
we muft accufe them, if fo, of being very 
ungrateful favourites. 

This (lately city, Lyons, is very happily 
and finely fituated ; the Rhone, which flows 
by its fide, inviting mills, manufadbures, &c* 
feems refolved to contradi<9: and wafh away 
all I have been faying ; but we muft remem- 
ber, it is five days journey from Paris hither, 
and I have been fpeaking only of the littlq 
places we paflfed through in coming along. 

The avenue here, which leads to one of 
the greateft objeds in the nation, is moft 
worthy of that objed's dignity indeed : the 
marriage of two livers, which having their 
fources at a prodigious diftance from each 
other, meet here, and together roll their 
beneficial tribute to the fea* Howell's re- 
mark, " That the Saone jrefembles a Spaniard 

ia 
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in the flownefs of its current, and that the 
Rhone is emblematic of French rapidity,** can- 
not be kept a moment out of one's head : it 
is equally obfervable, that the jundion adds 
little in appearance to their ftrength and gran- 
deur, and that each makes a better figure 
feparate than united. 

La Montague d'Or is a lovely hill above 
the town, and I am told that many Englilh 
families refide upon it, but we have no time 
to make minute enquiries. L'Hotel de la 
Croix de Malthe affords excellent accommo- 
dations within, and a delightful profpedl with- 
out. The Baths too have attra<9:ed my no- 
tice much, and will, I hope, repair my ftrength, 
fb as to make me no troublefome fellow- 
traveller. How little do thofe ladies confult 
their own intereft, who make impatience of 
petty inconveniences their beft fupplement 
for converfation !^— fancy themfelves more im-- 
portant as lefs contented ; and imagine all 
delicacy to confift in the difiEculty of being 
pleafed ! Surely a dip in this delightful river 
will reftore my health, and enable me to pais 
the mountains, of which our prefent compa*^ 
aions give me a very formidable account* 

The 
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The maaufa<9;urc.r$ here, at Lyons^ dererV^ 
a volume, and I fliall fcarcely give them a page* 
though nothing I ever faw at London or 
Paris can compare with the beauty of thefe 
velvets, or with the art neceflary to produce 
fuch an efFed, while the wropg fide is fmooth^ 
not ftruck through* The hangings for the 
£mprefs of Ruffia s bed-chamber are won- 
derfully, executed j the defign elegant, the 
colouring brilliant : A fcreen too for the Grand 
Signor is fir^ely finilhcd here ; he would, I 
.truft, have been contented with magnificence 
-in the choice of his furniture, but Mr. Petnon 
-has added tafte to it, and contrived in appear- 
ance to fink an urn or vafe of crimfon velvet 
in a hack ground of gold tiflue with furpri- 
fing ingenuity. 

It is obfervable, that the further people ad-* 
vance in elegance, the lefs they value fplcn- 
dour; diftin£tion being at laft the pofitive 
thing which mortals elevated above compe- 
tency naturally pant after. Neceflity mufi 
firft be fupplied we know, convenience then 
requires to be contented ; but as foon as men 
can find means after that period to make 
themfelves eminent for tafte, they learn to 

defpife 
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tlefpife thofe paltry diftinflions which riches 
alone can beftow. 

Talking of Tafte leads one to fpeak of gar- 
dening; and having paffed yefterday between 
two villas belonging to fome of the moft opu- 
lent merchants of Lyons, I gained an oppor- 
tunity of obferving the difpofal of thofe 
grounds that are appropriated to pleafure; 
where the ihade of ftraight long-drawn al- 
leys, formed by a clofe jundion of ancient 
elm trees, kept a dazzling fun from incom- 
moding our fight, and rendering the turf fo 
mofly and comfortable to one*s tread, that my 
heart never felt one longing wiiSi for the 
beauties of a lawn and fhrubbery— though I 
(hould certainly think fuch a manner of lay- 
ing out a Lancaftiire gentleman's feat in the 
north of England a mad one, where the 
heat of the fun ought to be invited in, not 
' Ihut out ; and where a large lake of water is 
wanted for his beams to fparTcle iipon, inftead 
of a fountain to trickle and to murmur, and 
to refrefh one with the idea of coolnefs which' 
it excites. Here, however, where the Rhone 
is navigable up to the very houfe, I fee not 
but it is rational enough to form jet d*eaux 
" of the fuperfluous water, and to content one's 

felf 
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felF with a Bird Cage Walk, when we arc 
fure at the end of it to find ourfelves fur- 
rounded by an horizon, of extent enough to 
give the eye full employmfent, and of a bright 
colouring which affords it but little relief. 
That among the gems of Europe our ifland 
holds the rank of an emerald^ was once fug- 
gefted to me, and I could never part with 
the idea ; furely France muft in the fame 
icale be rated as the ruby*^ for here is no 
grafs, no verdure to repofe the fight upon, 
except that of high foreft trees, . the vineyards 
being fhort cut, and fupported by white flicks, 
the fize of thofe which in our flower gardens 
fupport a favourite carnation; and thefe placed 
clofe together by thoufands on a hill rather 
perplex than pleafe a fpedator of the coun- 
try, who muft wait till he recolle<fls the fu- 
periority of their produce, before he prefers 

them to a Herefordfhire orchard or a Kentifh 
hop- ground. 

Well! well! it is better to wafte no 
more words on places however, where the 
people have done fo much to engage and 
to deferve our attention. 

Such was the hofpitality I have here been 
witocfs to, and fuch the luxuries of the Ly- 

2 onnois 



JOIJRNEY THROIXM FRANCE. 33 

d$ 9t tahh^ ifiat I couated fix and thirty 
idiAes where ^e dinodi and twenty-four 
"Triiere we flipped. Every thing was ferved up 
in ^ker at botii places, and all was uniformly 
magnificent, except the Unen, which might 
have been finer. We were not a very nu- 
merous company — from eighteen to twenty- 
two^ as I remember, morning and evening ; 
but the ladies pkyed upon the pedal harp, 
the gentlemen fung gaily, if not fweetly 
after fupper : I never received more kindnefs 
for my own part in any fortnight of my life, 
hor ever heard that kindnefs more pleafingly 
or lefs coarfely exprefled. Thefe arc mer- 
chants, I am told, with whom I have been 
living ; and perhaps my heart more readily 
receives and repays their carefles for having 
heard fo. Let princes difpute, and foldiers 
teciprocally fupport their quarrels; but let 
the wealthy traders of every nation unite to 
pour the oil of commerce over the too agitated 
ocean of human life, and fmooth down thofc 
afperities which obftru<3: fraternal concord. 

The Duke and Duchefs of Cumberland 
lodge here at our hotel ; I faw rtiem treated with 
diftinguiftiQd refpeift to-giight at the theatre. 

Vol. L D where 
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where a force de danfer^^ I adually was 
moved to fhed many tears over the diftrefles 
of Sophie de Brabant. Surely thefe panto- 
mimes will very foon fupplant all poetry, 
when^ as Gratiano fays, " Our words will 
" fuddenly become fuperfluous, and difcourfe 
** grow commendable in none but parrots.'* 

Some converfation here, however, ftruck 
me as curious ; the more fo as I had heard 
the fubjed. flightly touched upon at Paris ; 
but faintly there, as the laft founds of an 
echo, while here they are all loud, all in 
earneft, and all their heads feemed turned, 
I ttiink, about fomething, or nothing, which 
they call animal magnetifm. I cannot imagine 
how it has feized them fo : a man who un- 
dertakes to cure diforders by the touch, is 
no new tning ; our Philofophical Tranfaftionk 
make mention of Gretrex the ftroaker, in 
Charles the Second's reign. The prefent 
mountebank, it is true, feems more hardy 
in his experiments, and boafts of being able 
to caufe diforders in the human frame, as 
well as to remove them. A gentleman at 
yefterday^s dinner-party mentioned, that h^ 

• ♦By dint of dancing alone. 

took 
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. took pupils ; and, before I had exprefled the 
aftonifhment I felt, profefled himfelf a diC- 

, dple J and was happy to affure us, he faid, 
that though he had not yet attained the de- 
firable power of putting a perfon into a ca- 
talepfy at pleafure, he could throw a woman 
into a deep fwoon, from which no arts but 
his own could recover her. How difficult 
is it to reftrain one's contempt and indig- 
nation from a bufFoonerjk fo mean, or a 
practice fo diabolical ! — This folly may pof- 
fibly find its way into England — ^I fliould be 
very forry. 

To-morrow we leave Lyons. I fliould have 
liked to pafs through Switzerland, the Der- 
byfliire of Europe ; but I am told the feafon 
is too far advanced, as we mean to fpend 
Chriftmas at Milan. 
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TURIN. 



Odober 17, 178^4. 

WE have at lerigtb pfafled the Alps, and 
are fafely arrived at this lovely little 
eky, whence I look back on the majeftic boua^' 
daries of Italy^ with amazement at hrs courage 
who firft profened them : furely the immediate 
fenfation cotevey^ to the mind by the fight 
of fufch treffiendois^s appeatances muft be in 
every traveller the fame^ a fenfafion of fulneisr 
never experienced before^ a fatisfadion that 
there is fomething great to Se feen oh earth-^ 
fome objeft capable of contenting even fancy. 
Who he was who firfl: of all people pervaded 
thefe fortifications^ raifed by nature for the 
defence of her European Paradife, is not afcer- 
talned; but the great Duke of Savoy has 
wifely left his name engraved on a monument 
upon the firft confiderable afcent from Pont: 

Bon- 
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Bonvoifin, as being author of a beautiful 
road cut through the folid ftone for a great 
length of way, and having by this means 
encouraged others to affift in facilitating a 
pafTage fo truly delirable, till One of the 
great wonders now to be obferved among 
the Alps, is the eafe with which even a de- 
licate traveller may crofs them. In thefe 
profpe£ls^ qplouriug U carried to its utmoft 
point of perfeftion, particularly at the time 
I found it, varkgat^ed with golden touches of 
autumnal tints ; immenfe cafcades mean time 
burfting from naked mQuntains pn the one 
fide; cultivated fields, rich with vineyards, 
on the other, and tufted with elegant fhrubsf 
that invite one to pluck and carry theni away 
to where they would be treated with much 
more refpedt. Little towns fticking in the 
ckfts, where one would imagine it ivas im- 
poffible to clamber; light clouds often failing 
under the feet of the high-perched inhabitants 
while the found of a deep and rapid though 
narrow river, dafbing with violence among 
the infolently impeding rocks at the bpttom, 
and bells in thickly-fcattered fpires calling 
the quiet Savoyards to church upon the fteep 

D 3' fides 
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fides of every hill-^fiU one's mind with fuch 
mutable, fuch various ideas, as no other placQ 
can ever poffibly afford. 

I had the fatisfadlion of feeing a chamoi^ 
at a diftange, and fpoke with a fellow who 
Jiad killed five hungry bears that made de- 
predation on his paftures : we looked on him 
with reverence as a monfter-tamer of ami- 
guity, Hercules or Cadmus ; he had the fkin 
of a beaft wrapt round his middle, which 
confirmed the fancy — ^but our fervants, who 
borrowed from no fiditious records the few 
ideas that adorned their talk, told us he re- 
minded fhem of jFobn the Bapti/i. I had 
fcarce recovered the fhock of this too fublime 
comparifon, when we approached his cottage, 
and found the felons nailed againft the wall, 
like foxes heads or fpread kites in England. 
Here are many goats, but neither white nor 
large, like thofe \^hich browze upon the 
fteeps of Snowdon, or clamber among the 
cliffs of Plinlimmon. 

I chatted with a peafant in the Haute Mo- 
yienne, concerning the endemial fwelling of 
the throat, which is found in feven out of 
every ten perfons here : he told me what I 
had always heard, but do not yet believe, 

that 
4 
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that it was produced by drinking the fnow 
water. Certain it is, thefe places are not 
wholefome to live in ; moft of the inhabitants 
are troubled with weak and fore eyes: and 
I recoiled: Sir Richard Jebb telling me, more 
than feven years ago, that when he pafled 
through Savoy, the various applications made 
to him, either for the cure or prevention of 
blindnefs by numberiefs unfortunate wretches 
that crowded round him, haftened hU quit- 
ting a province where fuch horrible com- 
plaints prevailed. One has heard it related 
that the goiftre or gozzo of the throat is 
reckoned a beauty by thofe who poflefs it ; 
but I fpoke with many, and all agreed tq 
lament it as a misfortune. That it does really 
proceed merely from living in a fnowy coun- 
try, would be well coafirmed by accounts of 
a fimilar ficfcnefs being endemial in Canada ; 
but of an American gpiftre I have never yet 
heard — and Wales, methinks, is fnowy 
enough, and mountainous enough, God 
knows ; yet were fuch an excrefpence to be 
feen tbere^ the people would never have done 
wondering, and bleffiiig themfelves. 

The mines of Derbyfhire, however, do not 
yery unfrequently exhibit fomething of the 

D 4 fame 
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fiime appearance among thole who work iof 
tbem\ and as Savoy is impregnated with 
many minerals, I fhotild be apter to attribute 
this extenfion of the gland to their influence 
over the conftitution, than to that of fnow 
water, which can fcarcely he efficacious in a 
degree of power equ^l to the producing fq 
very violent an effect. 

The wolves do certainly come dowft fron^ 
thefe mountains in large troopSji juft as 
Thomfon defcribes them : 

Burning for bbod ; honey, and gaunt, and grim— 

But it }i now the faftiionable philofophy 
every where to coniider this creature as the 
c^riginal of our domeftic friend, the dog. It 
was a long tim^ before my heart aflTented to 
its truth, yet furfely their hunting thus in 
packs confirms it ; and the JackalPs willing- 
ncfs to conned: with either race, fhews on?, 
that the fpecies cannot be far removed, and 
that he makes the Ihade between the wolf 
and rough haired fhepherd's cur. 

Of the longevity of man this diftri<5fe 
affords us no pleafmg examples. The peafants 
here are apparently unhealthy, and they fay— 

fhort- 
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0L6rtAivcd. We Jtt'e told by travellers of 
former day^/that there is a region of the air 
fe fubtle as to extinguifli the two powers c^ 
tafte atid fmell ; atid thofe who have crof&d 
liie Cordilkras of* the Andes fay, that iitu- 
^ons have beeil explored among their points 
in South America, where thofe fenfes have 
been found to fuffer a temporary fufpenfion. 
Our voyageurs aeriens * may npw be ufeful 
to fettle thaft queftion among others, and 
Pambamarca's heights may remain un-^ 
trodden. 

As for Mount Cenis, I never felt my-^- 

felf more hungry, or better enjoyed a goocj 
dinner, than I did upon it's top : but the trout 
in the lake there have been over praifed; 
their pale colour allured me but little in the 
firft place, nor is their flavour equal to that 
of trout found in running water. Going 
down the Italian fide of the Alps is, after 
all, an aflonifliing journey ; and aflfords the 
moft magnificent fcenery in nature, which 
varying at every ftep, gives new impreilion 
to the mind each moment of one's paflage ; 
'Vvhile the portion of terror excited either by 

* Our aeroftattic travellers* 

real 
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real or fancied dangers on the way, is juft 
fufficient to mingle with the pleafure^ and 
make one feel the full effed: of fublimity. To 
the chairmen who carry one though^ no- 
thing can be new ; it is obfervable that the 
glories of thefe objeds have never faded — 
I h,eard them fpeak to each other of their 
beauties, and the change of light fince they 
had pafled by laft time, while a fellow who 
fpoke Englifh as well as a native told us, 
that having lived in a gentleman's fervice 
twenty years between London and Dublin, 
he at length begged his difcharge, chufing to 
retire and finifh his days a peafant upon thefe 
inountains, where he firft opened his eyes 
upon fcenes that made all other views of 
nature infipid to his tafte. 

If impreflions of beauty remain, however, 
thofe of danger die away by frequent reitera- 
tion ; the men who carried me feemed 
amazed that I fliould feel any emotions of fear. 

^ejl ce donc^ madame f * was the coldly- 
alked queftion to my repeated injunction 
of prene% garde\\ not very apparently 

♦ What's the matter, my lady ? f Take care. 

unne- 
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finneceflary nekhcr, where the leaft flip 
jniufl: have been fatal both to them and 
me. 

Novalefa is the town we flopped at, upon 
entering Piedmont ; where the hollow found 
of a heavy dafliing torrent that has accom- 
j)anied us hitherto, firft grows faint, and the 
ideas of common life catch hold of one again ; 
as the noife of it is heard from, a greater 
diAance, its*ftream grows wider, and its 
courfe more tranquil. For compenfation of 
danger, eafe fhould be adminiftered ; but 
one's ^uiet is here fo difturbed by infefts, 
and polluted by dirt, that one recoUeds the 
conduft of the Lapland rein-deer, who feeks 
the fummit of the hill at the hazard of his 
lifq, to avoid thofe gnats which fling him to 
jnadnefs in the valley. 

Suza fhewed nothing that I took much 
interefl in, except its name ; and nobody tells 
ine why it is honoured with that old Afiatick 
appellation. At the next town, called St. 
Andre, or St. Ambroife, I forget which, we 
got an admjrabje dinner ; and faw our room 
(Jecorated with a large map of London, which 
I looked on with fenfations different from 

1 •_ .''.-V . ■. ■ • . . . . - -. 
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thofe evCT before excited by the fame objeft, 
Amfterdam and Conftantinople covered the 
other fides of the wall ; and over the door of 
the chamber itfelf was written, as our people 
write the Lamb or the J^ion, *^ Les trok 
yUles Heretiques */* 

The avenue to Turin, moft magnificently 
planted, and drawn in a wide ftraight line^j 
fhaded like the Bird-cage walk in St. James's 
Park, for twelve miles in length, is a dull 
work, but very ufeful and convenient in (ex 
hot a country j it has, been completed by the 
tafte, and at the fole expence, of his Sardi-? 
nian majefty, that he may enjoy a cool (hady 
drive from one of his palaces to the other. 
The town to which this long approach con- 
veys one does not difgrace its entrance. It 
is built in form of a ftar, with a large ftone 
in its centre, on which you are defired to 
ft and, and fee the ftreets all branch regularly 
from it, each ftreet terminating with a beau- 
tiful view of the furrounding country, like 
fpots of ground feen in many of the old- 
fafhioned parks in England, when the etoile 
and vifta were the mode. I think there is 

♦ The three Heretical Cities. 

3 flill 
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ftyi one fubfifting even now, if I remember* 
light, in Kenfington Gardens. Such fymme-^ 
try is really a foft repofe for the eye, wearied 
with following a fearing falcon through the 
h^f-fightlefs regions of the air, or darting 
down irameafurabk precipices, to examine if 
the human figure could be difcerned at fuch a 
depth below one* Modd of elegance, exa<!3: 
T^n! where Italian hofpitality firft con- 
foled, and Italian arts firfl repaid, the fatigues 
of my journey : how Ihall I bear to leave my 
new-obtained acquaintance ? how (hall I con- 
fent to quit this lovely city ? where, from the 
box put into my pofleffion by the Prince 
de la Cifterna, I firft faw an Italian opera 
a£ted in an Italian theatre j where the won- 
ders of Poiporati's hand fliewed me that out 
Bartolozzi was not without a competitor; 
and where every pleafure which politenefs can 
invent, and kindnefs can beftow, was held 
out for my acceptance. Should we be fe- 
duced, however, to wafte time here, we 
fliould have reafon in a future day to repent 
Cur choice; like one who, enamoured of 
Lord Pembroke's great hall at Wilton, fhould 
f^il to afford himfelf leifure for looking over 

the better-furniflbed apartments. 

This 
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This charming town is the falon of Italy \ 
but it is a finely-proportioned and vf€ArOi* 
namented y&/(?/?, happily conftrudled to call 
in the frefh air at the end of every ftreet, 
through which a rapid ftream is directed^ 
that ought to carry off all nuifances, which 
here have no apology from want of any con- 
venience purchafable by money ; and which 
muft for that reafon be the choice of inha-* 
bitants, who would perhaps be too happy^ 
liad they a natural tafte for that neatnefs 
which might here be enjoyed in its purity. 
The arches formed to defend paffengers firom 
the rain and fun, which here might have 
even ferious efFeds from their violence, 
deferve much praife j while their architecture, 
uniting our ideas of comfort and beauty to- 
gether, form a traveller's tafte, and teach him 
to admire that perfedion, of which a minia- 
ture may certainly be found at Turin, when 
once a police Ihall be eftabliflied there to pre- 
vent fuch places being ufed for the very 
grofleft purpofes, and polluted with fmells 
that poifon all one^s pleafure* 

It is faidj that few European palaces exceed 
in fplendour that of Sardinia's king j I found 

k 
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it very fine indeed, and the pi6:ures dazzling. 
The death of a dropfical woman well known 
among all our connoifleurs detained my 
attention longeft : the value fet on it here is 
ten thoufand pounds. The horfe cut out of 
a block of marble at the ftairs-foot at- 
tracted me not a little ; but We are told that 
the impreflion it makes will foon be effaced 
by the fight of greater wonders. Mean time 
I go about like Stephano and hb ignorant 
companions, who longed for all the glittering 
furniture of Profpcro's cell in the Tempeft, 
while thofe who know the place better are 
vindicated in crying, '* Let it alonCy thou fool^ 
it is but trajhr 

Some letters from home direfl:ed me to en- 
quire in this town for Dodor Charles Allioni, 
who kindly received, and permitted me to 
examine the rarities, of which he has a very 
capital colleQ:ion. His foffil fifli in flate— 
blue flate, are furprifingly well preferved; 
but there is in the world, it feems, a chryf- 
talized trout, not flat, nor the flefli eaten 
away, as I underfl:and, but round ; and, as it 
were, cafed in chryfl:al like our qfpiquesy or 
Jruit in jelly : the colour ftill fo perfed that 
you may plainly perceive the fpots upon it, 

he 
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he fays. To my enquiries after this wonder* 
ful petrefaiftion^ he replied^ " That it raight 
be bought for a thouiajid pounds ;'' and 
added, " that if be were a Ricco Ingkfe *, h^ 
Would not hefitate for the price :" " Wbepe 
may I fee it, Sir ?'* faid I ; but to that queftiqn* 
no intreaties could produce an anfwer, a&er 
he once fDUiid I had no mind to biry. 

Th^ fi^fli-watcr fifh have beai known td 
remain locked in the fimty bofooa of Moiibe 
Uda in Gamia^ the Acadfiimcal Diicoxarfe of 
Cyrillo de Cremonta, proEDOunced there in die 
year 1 749, imgbt have informed us ; aiMl wd 
jme all famiUar, I iuppofe, wkh the anchor 
named in the fifteenth book of Ovid's Meta* 
morphofes* Strabo mentions pieces of a 
galley found iSiTee (bhou^and ftaddi from any 
fea ; and Dr« AQiom tells me, that Monte 
Bolca has been long acknovdedged to contain 
the fic^Qife, now diligently digging out under 
the patronage of fomc learned natural ifts at 
Venona. — The trout, howjeyer, as of valufe 
much beyond thefe produ<aions certainly, as 
it is cloifed round as if in a tranijparent ca:fe 
we iiad, hermetically feaJed 'by the ^t hand 

* Rich Engli&man. 
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fef Nature, who fpoiled none of her own 
lomaments in prefcrving them for the infpec-* 
tion of heir favourite ihidents. 

Hie amiable old profeflbr from whom theie 
particulars were obtained^ and who endured 
my teizing him in had Italian for intelligence 
he cared hot to communicate, with infinite 
fweetnefs and patience grew kinder to me 
as I became more troublefome to him : an4 
ihewihg me the book upon botany to which 
he had jiift then put the laft line, turned his 
dim ey^8 from me, and faid, as they filled 
with tears, " You, Madam, are the laft 
Tifitor I &^11 €ver more admit to talk upon 
.earthly fubjeils ; my work is done; I finiftied 
it as you were entering :— my bufinefs now 
is but to wait the will of God, and die ; do 
yoii, who I hope will liye long and hap- 
|>ily, feek out your own falvation, and pray 
for mine/* Poor dear Dodor ^ Allioni ! 
My enquiries concerning this truly vene- 
rable mortal ended in being told that his 
relations^ and heirs teized him cruelly to fell 
his manufcripts, infed^s, 3sc. and divide the 
money amongft them before he died. An 
Engtifh fcholar of the fame abiliti^ would 

Vol. I. E ie 



f» / OBSERVATION S IN A 

be apt enough to defpife fach admonkionsi and 
tdifpo£; at fais own liking and leifure of what 
his induflry alone had gained^ his learning 
(only odkAad ; but there ieems to be much 
mof^ hrmljf&itinek on die Continent ihaa 
iti cm iflandj more attecxtion to paneots, 
more "care for uncles, and nqshevrs, and 
Afters, and aunts, thaii ift a commercial conn* 
try like ours^ where, for the moft part, each 
tone makes his own way feparate ; and hav- 
ing received little afliftance at the beginning 
of life, eonfidefs himfelf as little indebted Ol 
the clofe of }t. 

Whoeter takes a long journey, however he 

may at his firft commetteement be tempted 

to accumulate fchemes of convenience and 

Combinations of travelling niceties, will caft 

fhem off in the courfe «f his travels as :in- 

cumbfances; and whdever fets out in life, J 

believe, with a crowd of relations round him^ 

inll, on the fame principle, feel difpofed to 

drop one or two of them at every turn, a9 

fhey hang about and impede bis progpefe, 

dnd 'make his own game iiogle^handed. I 

^peak of EngUfhmen^ whoie religion and go^ 

T^mmetit infpire rather a fpiiit of. public 

xj l>ene- 



^ 



joURNJBy Through itai^y. ^j 

benevolence, than contrad the focial affec- 
tioris to a point ; and co-operate, betide^, to 
prompt that genius for adventure, and tafte 
of general knowledge, y?[hicli h^s fmall chance 
to fpring up in the inhabitants of a feudal 
jftate ; v^here each confidcrs his family ai 
liimJfelf, and having derived all the comfort 
he has evpr enjjqyed from his relations, re- 
folves to return ,their favours at the end* of a 
fife, which they m^ke happy, in proportioii 
as it ^/ fo : and this accounts foir the cqua- 
|ity reqiii^f d lo continental marriages, which 
are avgwedly in^de here without regattl to 
inclination, a? the keeping up a ramtly, 
liot the cUoif e pf a cempanion, is cofandered 
^s important J while the lady bred lip in the 
faqje notions^ com^^lies with her ^r/i duties, 
and coafiders the Jecon^ ar> infinitely more 
difpenfabki 
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GENOA, 

Nov. i» 1784. 

It was en the twenty-firft of lad month 
that we pafled from Turin to Monte Cafale ; 
and I wondered, as I do flill, to fee the face 
of Nature yet without a wrinkle^ though the 
feafon is fo far advanced. Like a Parifian 
female of forty years old, drefled for comt^ 
and ftored with fuch variety of well-arranged 
allurements, that the men fay to each other 
as fhe paffes.— " Des qu^elle a ceflee d'eftre 
jolie, elle n'en devient que plus belle, ce me 
femble*/* 

The profped from St Salvadore's hiU 
derives new beauties from the yellow au- 
tumn; and exhibits fuch glowing proofs 
of opulence and fertility, as words can 
with difficulty communicate. The animals, 
however, do not feem benefited in proportion 
to the apparent riches of the country : afles, 
indeed, grow to a confiderable fize, but the 

* She's grown handfomer, I think, fincc fbe has 
kft off beiii£ pretty. 

cxea 
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OKen are very fmall, among paftures that 
might fuffice for BafcewelKs bulls j and thefe 
are all little, and almoft all white ; a colour 
which gives unfavourable ideas either of 
ftrength or duration. 

The blanche rofe among vegetables fcat- 
ters a lefs powerful perfume than the red 
one; whilft in the mineral kingdom filver 
holds but the fecond place to gold, which 
imbibing the bright hues of its parent-fun, 
becomes the firfl: and greateft of all metallic 
produftions. One may obferve too, that 
yellow is the earlieft colour to falute the rifing 
year, the laft to leave it: crocufes, prim- 
rofes, and cowflips give the fir ft earneft of 
refufcitating fummer; while the lemon-co- 
loured butterfly, whofe name I have forgot- 
ten, ventures out, before any others of her 
kind can brave the parting breath of winter's 
laft ftorms ; ftouteft to refift cold, and ftea- 
dieft in her manner of flying. The prefent 
feafon is yellow indeed, and nothing is to be 
feen now but fun-flowers and African mary- 
golds around us j one bough befides, on every 
tree we pafs — one bough at leaft is tinged 
with the golden hue ; and if it does put one 

E 3 in 
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in mind of that prefehtefl to Proferjiinfe, Wi 
may add the original line too^ and fay, 

Uno avulfo, non deficit alter *, 

The fure-footed and docile mule, with 
whicli in fengland I was but little accjuainted, 
here claims ho fmall Mtention, from his fu- 
perior fize and beauty : the difagreeable noife 
they mike to frequently, however, hindersi 
one From wilhing to ride them— it is not 
braying fomehow, but woHe ; it is neighing 
oiit of tiiiie. 

I have put tiothing iio^n about eating 
fihcc w6 arrived in ttaly, where up wretched 
hut have J yet entered that does liot afford 
foup, better than otte often taftes in England 
even at hiagiiificeitt tables. GAtne of all 
forts— woodcocks in particular. Porp'orili^ 
the fo juftly-famed engraver, pi'odiicfed upon 
his hofpitable board, one of th6 Jpleafiht 
days we paffed witk nim, a couple fo exceed- 
faigly large, that I hefitateci, ind locked ^gain^ 
to fee whether they werie re&lly 1*r66dcockiB^ 
till the long bill convinced me. 
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One reads of the luxBiious emperors diat 
made fine difhes of the little birda brainy 
phenicopter's tongues, &c. and of the a^or 
who regaled his guefis with nightingale-pie, 
widi juft deteftation of fuch curioiity and 
expence: but thruihea, larks, and blackbirds, 
iii?e fo very frequent between Turin and 
Novi, I think they might ferve to feed all th^ 
fantaftical appetites to which Vitellius himfelf 
could give encouragement and example. 

The Italians retain their taftes for fmaIL» 
birds^ in full force; and confider beccafichi, 
ortolani, &c« as the moft agreeable dainties : 
it muft be confeffed that they drefe them ijv 
comparably. The flieep here are all lean and 
dirty4ookiiig| few In number too; but the 
better the foil* the wp^ie the mutton w^ 
know, and here is no, land to thro^ away, 
wheriB every inch turns to profit in the olive.^ 
yar.ls, vines, or fomething, of much, higher 
vahie th&n letting put to feed Xheep. 

Population ieems much as i|i France, J 
think; but the families are jiqt, m either 
BA{«D% di^pofed a9cording tp Brilifh.jpqtions 
of propriety \ . all Au^d together , into little 
tp^fls afKl larg^,^ha^si,, c?tfj^u{i ;as the . 
fiRf^ch call it^ one upon another, in fuch a 

E 4 ftrange 
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ifarange way, that were it not for the quamkjs 
of grapes on which the poor pe&^ ]^ve, 
with other acefcent fpod enjoined by ^e 
church, and doubtlefs fuggefted by the oU^. 
mate, I think putrid fevers muft neceflarily 
carry off crowds of them at once. i 

The head-drefs of the women in this dri^ 
through fome of the northern dates of Ithly 
varied at every poftj from the velvet cap^ 
commonly a crimfon one, worn by the girls 
in Savoia, to the Piedmontefe plait round the 
bodkin at Turin, and the odd kind of white 
wrapper ufed in the exterior provinces of the 
Genoefe dominions. Uniformity of almoft 
any fort gives a certain pleafure to the eye,^ 
and it feem$ an invariable rule in thefe coun« 
tries that all the women of every diftrid 
ihould drefs juft alike. It is the beft way of 
fnaking the men^s tafk eafy in judging which 
is handfomeft ; for tafle fo varies the human 
figure in France and England, that it is imr 
pbffible to have an idea how many pretty 
faces and agreeable forms would loie and 
how many gain admirers in thofe nations^ 
ivere a fudden edift to be publiflied that alj 
ihould drefs exadly alike for a year. Meaa 
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dmc, fince we left Dcff^ins, no fuch delighN 
ful place by way qf mn h^^v9 we yet feen as 
here at Novi. My chief amufement at Alex^ 
jindria was to look out upon the huddled mar-r 
ket-place, a$ a grejit dramatic writer of our day 
)ias called it { and who could help longing there 
for Zoffiini's pencil to paint the lively fcene ? 

Paffipg the Po by moon-light near Ga- 
iale e:^hibited afli entertainment of a very 
(different natore, not unmixed 'with ill- 
concealed fear indeed; though the con-p 
p'iv^nce pf crpjpSng it is not worfe managed 
than a ferry at Kew or Richmond ufed to b^ 
before our bridges were built. Bridges over 
Jthe rapi4 Pp would, hpyrever, be truly ridicu-* 
Jous J when fwelled by the mountain fnows it 
Itears down ^11 before it in its fury, and inun- 
jdates the country round. 

The driye from Novi on to Genoa is fo 
beauti&l, fo grand, fo replete w}th imagery, 
that fancy itfelf can add little to its charms ; 
yet, after every elegance and every ornament 
have been juftly admired, from the cloud 
.^l^ich vpilg the hill, to the wild ^rubs which 
perfume ;he valley j from the precipices 
jfrhich alarm the imagination, to the tufts of 
lfPP.4 /wbigh flatter an<J f9Qth itj the fea 
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feddenly appearing at the end of the Boc-*' 
^hetta terrtiiiiaies our view, and " takes from 
One even the hope of exprefling our delight 
in words adequate to the things defcribed. 

Genoa la Superba ftands proudly on the 
juargin of a gulph crowded with fhi^, and 
refounding whh voices^ which never fail to 
animate a Britifh hearer-^— the failor's fhout, 
the majritjer's call, fwelled hy fuccefsful com- 
inercfe^ pr ftrengthened by newly-acquired 
famfe, 

Afteir a Jong Journey by land, fuch 
fcenes are peculiarly 'delightful ; but defcrip^ 
fion tangles, pot communicates, the fenfations 
imbibed upon the fpot. Here are fo many 
things to defcribe ! fuch churches ! fuch 
■palaces 1 fuch pidures ! one would imagine 
the Genoefe poflefTed the empire of the 
t)cean, were it nbt well known that they call 
tmt fix galleys their o^vn, and feventy yeara 
ago fufFered all thig horrors of a fcombard'- 
ment. 

The Borian palace is esxeedingly fine j 
the Dura^zo palace, fcfr Ought I know, fe 
finer j ai^d marble here feems fike what onfc 
reads of Clver in King Solomon's time, 
"which, feys l9te Scripture^ ^' ^^as mtbii^ 

fount€(i 
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0Mted m in the days of Solomon^ Cafi^ 
Brignoli too 16 iplendid an4 commodious} 
fhe terraces and gardens on the houfe-top8| 
pnd the frefco paintings outfide, give one 
9ew ideas of human life; and exhibits a 
degree of luxury unthought-on in colder 
diraates* But here we live on green peale 
and fi^ the firft day of November, while 
orange and lemon trees flaunt over the walls 
more common than pears in England. 

The Balbi manfion, filled with pictures, de-f 
tained us from the churches filled with more^ 
I h^ve he^d fome of the Italians confefs thsdt 
Genoa even pretends to vie with Rome her- 
felf in ecclefiaftical fplendour. In deVotioa 
I ihould think flie would be with difficulty 
outdjone : the people drop down on their 
knees ih the ftreet, and crowd to the church 
doors while the benedi<3;ion is pronouncings 
With a ?ea} which one -might hope \jrould 
draw down ftores pf grace upon their heads. 
Yet I hear from the inhajjitants of other 
provinces, that they have a bad charade? 
among their neighbours, who love not the 
hqfe Ligurian^ and accufe them of many iqa*- 
moralities. They tell one too of a difrc- 
Iputgtble fayii>g here, how there are at Genoa 

men 
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men without honefty, women without mo- 
defty, a fea with no fifli, and a wood with, 
no birds. Birds, however, here certainly are 
by the n^illion, and we have eaten fifli fince 
we came every day ; but I am informed they 
are neither cheap nor plentiful, nor confidered 
as excellent in their kinds. Here is maca- 
roni enough however !— the people bring in 
fuch a vaft difh of it at a time, it difgufls 

one^ 

The ftreets of the town are much too nar- 
row for beauty or convenience-— impracticable 
to coaches, and fo befet with beggars that 
it is dreadful. A chair is therefore, above 
all things, neceflary to be carried in, even a 
do5:en fteps, if you are likely to feel fhocked 
at having your knees fuddenly clafped by a 
figure hardly human j who perhaps holding 
you forcibly for a minute, conjures you 
loudly, by the facred wounds of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, to have compaflion upon his ; 
ihewing you at. the fame time fuch undeni- 
able and horrid proofs of the anguiih he is 
fuffering, that one mull be. a monfter to quit 
hinj unrelieved. Such pathetic niifery,^ fuch 
difgufting diftrefs, did I never fee before, a$ 
J have beeii witnefs to ija this gaijdy city-r- 
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atid that not occafionally or by accident, but 
all day long, and in fuch numbers that hu-* 
manity fhrinks fix>m the dcfcription. Sure, 
charity is not the virtue that they pray for, 
when begging a HeflSng at the church-door. 

One ihould not however fpeak unkindly 
of a people whofe aflfe£tionate regard for our 
country fhewed itfelf fo clearly during the 
late war: a few days refidence with the 
Englifh conful here at his country feat gave 
me an opportunity of hearing many inftances 
of the Republic's generous attachment to 
Great Britain, whofe triumphs at Gibraltar 
over the united forces of France and Spain 
were hoiieftly enjoyed by the friendly Ge- 
noefe, who gave many proofs of their fin^ 
cerity, more folid than thofe clamorous ones 
of huzzaing our minifter about wherever he 
went, and crying Vha il General 'Elliott ; 
while many young gentlemen of hi^h fafhion 
offered themfelves to go volunteers aboard 
our fleet, and were with difficulty reftrained. 

We have been fhewed fome beautiful vil- 
las belonging to the noblemen of this city, 
among which Lomellino's pleafed me beft ; 
as the water there was fo particularly beau- 
tiful, that he had generoufly left it at full 

liberty 
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liberty to roll uacoridu^tod^ and murmirf 
through his tafteful pleftfure groun^s^ much 
ifi the manner of our lonely Leafowes; hap-* 
pily unitiqg with Engiifli fimplidty, the 
glowing charms that refult from an ttali^ 
^y. My eye* w^jre fo wearied with fquard 
l^ged bafons of marble^ ai^d je^s d'eau;^ 
Surrounded by ws^ter nytr^pIiB and dolphins^ 
Sh^t I felt yf^^ i^U^f ff om, Lpmellinq's jgarden^ 
who, lil?emf, . / 

Tir^d with the joys parterres and fbuntaaAs yield. 
Finds out at laft hfc better likes a field* 

Such felicity of fjtijation t never I'^w till 
cow, whetr^one looks upon the painted frpnC 
pf this gay. flaanfjon, pomnjianding from iX9 
^ne halcony a rich and extenfive yiqw jaf 
once of the/ fea, t|^e city, and the fnow-topt 
mountains j ^h^e from the windpw? on the 
other fide A? ,houfe,,one's eye fmks intc) 
groves of cedar, ilex, ^nd orange tregs, not 
apparently cultiv^Uied with ipceflrant.cafe,,^pt 
placed in pots, artfully fuijk under ground to 
conceal thqn from one's fight, but rifing 
into height truly refpe^lable. 

The fea air, except in particular peaces 

where die land lies in fome diredion that 

countera^# 
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coimt&ra^ts its iafluence, is naturally inimical 
to timber ; though the green coaAs of De* 
ironfhice are finely fringed with tvood ; and 
h&tc^ at Lomellinos villa^ in the Genoefc 
Rate, I found tmD plai^ tr^ees, cf a iize and 
fenous dignity, that recalled to my imnd the 
fekitia osk belbre our duke of Dorfet'^ feac 
ftt 'Knowle-^and chefmits, which would not 
tiiigrace . tfae forcfts df America^ A rmai 

theatre/ eu* in turf, with a concealed oifchdSira 
and fod feata for the audience, with a mofly 
ftage, not incommodious neither, and aa 
admirable contrivance for fhifting the fcenesf^ 
and fatvouring' the ^ exits, entrances, &c. of 
the performers, gave ^me a perfedx idea ci 
that Tefined luxury which hot countries alone 
inftire-^while another elegantly conftruded 
Ipot, meant and often ufed for the enter- 
tainment of tenants and dependants who 
come to rejoice on the birth or wedding day 
of a kind landlord, make one ^fupprefe one^s 
lighs after a free country— at leaft fufpend 
them; and fill one's heart with tenderncfe 
towards men, who have Ikill to fcften au* 
thority with indulgence, and virtue to reward 
obedience with prote^ion* 

;^ A family 
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A family coming laft night to viiit at i 
houfe where I had the honour of being ad* 
mitted as an intimate, gave me another prooE 
of my prefent ftatc of remotenefs from Eng* 
lifh manners. The party confifted of an old 
nobleman, who could trace his genealogy 
unblemifhed up to one of the old Roma^ 
emperors, but whofe fortutie is ilow in a 
hopelefs ftate pf decay :— his lady, ^not in- 
ferior to himfelf in birth or haughtinefs of 
air and carriage, but^ much impaired by age, 
ill health, and pecuniary diftreffes ; thefe had 
however no way leffened her ideas of her 
own dignity, or the refpedt of her cavalier 
fervente and her fon, who waited on her 
with an unremitted attention ; prefenting her 
their little dirty tin fnuff-boxes upon one 
inee by turns j which ceremony the lefs fur- 
prifed me, as having feen her train made of 
a dyed and watered luteftring, borne gravely 
after her up Hairs by a footman, the expref? 
image of Edgar in the ^ftonn-fcene of king 
Lear — who, as the fool fays, " wi/ely rejervd 
•* a blanket^ elfe had we all been ^Jhamed.''^ 

Our converfation was meagre, but ferious^i 
There was mufic ; and the door being left at 
jar, as we call it, I watched the wretched 

fervant; 
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fbrvant who ftaid in the antichamber, and 
Found that he was liftening in fpight of for- 
row and ftarving. 

With this flight flcetch of national manners 
I finifli my chapter, and proceed to the de- 
fcription of, or rather obfervations and reflec- 
tions made during a winter's refidence at 



MILAN; 

For we did hot ftay at Pavia to fee any 
thing: it rained fo, that no pleafure could 
have been obtained by the fight of a botani- 
cal garden j and as to the univerfity, I have 
the promife of feeing it upon a future day, 
in company of fome literary friends. Truth 
to tell, our weather is fuddenly become fo 
Wet^ the roads fo heavy with inceflfant rain, 
that king William's departure from his own 
foggy country, or his welcome to our gloomy 
one, where this month is melancholy even 
to a proverb^ could not have been clouded 
with a thicker atmofphere furely, than was 
mine to Milan upon the fourth day of difmal 
November j I784* 
^ Vol, L F Italians, 
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Italians, by what I can obferve, fufFer theif 
minds to be much under the dominion of 
the fky ; and attribute every change in their 
health, or even humour, as ferioufly to its 
influence, as if there were no nearer caufes of 
alteration than the ftate of the air, and as if 
no doubt remained of its immediate power, 
though they are willing enough here to poifon 
it with the fcent of wood-afhes within doors, 
while fires in the grate feem to run rather 
low, and a brazier full of that pernicious ftuflf 
IS fubftituted in its place, and driven under 
the table during dinner. It is furprifing how 
very elegant, not to fay magnificent, thofe 
dinners are in gentlemen's or noblemen's 
houfes ; fucb numbers of difhes at once ; not 
large joints, but infinite variety : and I think 
their cooking excellent. Fafhion keeps moft 
of the fine pec^le out of town yet ; we have 
therefore had leifure to eftablifh our own 
houfehold for the winter, and have done fo 
as commodioufly as if our habitation was 
fixed here for life. This I am delighted 
with, as one may chance to gain that in- 
fight into every day behaviour, and common 
occurrences, which can alone be called know-*^ 
ing fomething of a country: counting 

churches. 
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churches, pidlures, palaces^ may be done by 
thofe who run from town to town, with no 
impreffion made but on their bones. / 
ought to learn that which before us lies in 
daily life, if proper ufe were made of 
my demi-naturalization ; yet impediment* to 
knowledge fpring up round the very tree 
Itfelf — for furely if there was much wrong, I 
would not tell it of thofe who feem inclined 
to find all right in me; nor can I think 
that a fame for minute obfervation, and Ikill 
to difcern folly with a microfcopic eye, is in 
any wife able to compenfate for the corrofions 
of confcience, where fuch difcoveries have 
been attained by breach of confidence, and 
treachery towards unguarded, becaufe unfuf- 
J)eding innocence of condu£l. We are al- 
ways laughing at one another for running 
over none but the vifible objeds in every 
city, and for avoiding the converfation of 
th^ natives^ except on general fubjeds of li- 
terature — returning home only to tell again 
what has already been told. By the candid 
inhabitants of Italian ftates, however, much 
honour is given to our Britifh travellers, who, 
^ they fay, vlaggiono con profitto^^ and 

* Travel for improvctoC|itt 
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fcarce ever fail to carry home with them 
from other nations, every thing which can 
benefit or adorn their own. Candour, and 
a good humoured willingnefs to receive and 
reciprocate pleafure, feems indeed one of the 
Handing virtues of Italy ; I have as yet feen 
no faftidious contempt, or affedted rejedtion 
of any thing for being what we call lew ; 
and I have a notion there is much lefs of 
thofe diftindions at Milan than at London, 
yrherc bifth does fo little for a man, that if 
he depeiuls on tbat^ and forbears other me- 
thods of diftinguifhing himfelf from his foot- 
mah, he . will (land a chance of being treated 
no better than him by the world. Here a 
perfon's rank is afcertamed, and his fociety 
fettled, at his immediate entrance into life ; a 
gentleman and lady will always be regarded 
as fuch, let what will be their behaviour. — 
It is therefore highly commendable when 
they feek to adorn their minds by culture, or 
pluck out thofe weeds, which in hot coun- 
tries will fpring up among the riches of the 
harveft, and afford a fure, but no immediately 
jpleafing proof of the foil's natural fertility. 
But my country-women would rather hear 
a little of our interteur^ or, as we call it, fa- 
mily 



- »> 
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xnily management ; which appears arranged 
in a manner totally new to me ; who find 
the lady of every houfe as unacquainted with 
her own, and her hulband's affairs, as I who 
apply to her for information. — No houfe 
account, no weekly bills perplex her peace ; 
if eight fervants are kept, we will fay, fix of 
thefe are men, and two of thofe men out of 
livery. The pay of thefe principal figures 
in the family, when at the highefl rate, jis 
fifteen pence Englifh a day, out of whip^ 
they find clothes and eating— for fiftei^n 
pence includes board-wages; and mofl of 
thefe fellows are married too, and have four 
or five children each. The dinners drefl at 
home are, for this reafon, more exadlly con- 
trived than* in England to fuit the number 
of guefts, and there are always half a dozen ; 
for dining alofie^ or the mafler and miflrefs 
tete-a-tete as we do, is unknown to them, 
who make fociety very eafy, and refolve to 
live much together. No odd fenfation then, 
fomething like fhame, fuch as we feel when 
too many difhes are taken empty from table, 
touches them at all ; the common courfes 
are eleven, and eleven fmall plates, and it is 
their fport and pleafure, if poffible, to clear 

F 3 all 
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all away. A footman's wages is a fhilling 
a day, like our common labourers, and paid 
him, as they are paid, every Saturday night. 
His livery, mean time, changed at ieaft twice 
{I year ^ makes him as rich a man as the butler 
and valet — ^but when evening comes, it is. 
the comicalleft fight in the world to fee 
them all go gravely home, and you may die 
in the night for want of help, though fur^ 
rounded by fhowy attendants all day. Till 
the hour of departure, however, it is expe<9;ed 
that two or three of them at Ieaft fit in the 
antichamber, as it is called, to anfwer the 
bell, which, if we confefs the truth, is no 
flight fervice or hardfhip ; for the ftairs, high 
and wide as thpfe of Windfor palace, all 
ftone too, run up from the door immediately 
to that apartment, which is very large, and 
very cold, with bricks to fet their feet on 
only, and a brazier filled with warm wood 
afhes, to keep their fingers from freezing^ 
which in fummer they employ with cardsj^ 
^nd feem but little inclined to lay them down 
when ladies pafs through to the receiving 
room. The ftrange familiarity this clafs of 
pepple think proper tp afTumCj^ half joining 
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in the converfation, and crying oibb *, when 
the mailer affirms fomething they do not 
quite aflent to, is apt to fliock one at begin- 
ning, the more when one reflects upon the 
equally offenfive humility they fhow on 
being firft accepted into the family; whea 
it is expe€ted that they receive the ftew 
mailer, or lady's hand, in a half kneeling^ 
poflure, and kiis it, as women under the 
rank of Countefs do the Queen of England'^ 
when prefented at our court. — This obfequi- 
oufnefs, however, vanifhes completely upon 
acquaintance, and the footman, if not very 
ferioufly admonifhed indeed, yawns, fpits, 
and difplays what one of our travel-writera 
emphatically terms his flag of abomination be- 
hind the chair of a woman of quality, without 
the flighted fenfation of its impropriety. There 
is, however, a fort of odd farcical di'oUery 
mingled with this groffiiefs, which tends 
greatly to difarm one's wrath ; and I felt 
more inclined to laugh than be angry one 
day, when, from the head of my own table, 
J faw the fervant of a nobleman who dined 
witb U^ cramming fome chicken pattes down 



* Oh dear ! 

F4 



his 



^4 OBSERVATIONS IN A / 

his throat behind the door ; our own folks 
humoroufly trying to choak him, by pre-* 
tending that his lord called him, while his 
mouth was full. Of a thoufand comical 
things in the fame way, I will relate one :-— 
Mn Piozzi's valet was drefling my hair at 
Paris one morning, while fome man fate at 
an^oppofite window of the fame inn, finging 
and playing upon the violoncello ; I had not 
obferved the circumftance, but my perruc- 
chiere's diftrefs was evident ; he writhed and 
twifted about like a man pinched with the 
cholic, and pulled a hundred queer faces : at 
laft — What is the matter, Ercolani, faid I, are 
you not well ? Miftrefs, replies the fellow, 
if that beaft don't leave off foon, I Ihall run 
mad with rage, or elfe die; and fo you'll 
fee an honeft Venetian lad killed by a 
French dog's howling. 

The phrafe of miftrefs is here not confined 
to fervants at all ; gentlemen, when they ad- 
drefs one, cry, mia padrona *, mighty fweetly, 
and in a peculiarly pleafing tone. Nothing, 
to fpeak truth, can exceed the agreeablenefs 
of a well-bred Italian's addrefs when fpeakr 
ing to a lady, whom they alone know ho\^f 



♦ My miftrefs. 
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to flatter, fo as to retain her dignity, and not 
lofe their own; refpedful, yet tender; at- 
tentive, not officious ; the poUtenefs of a man 
of fafhion here is true politenefs, free from all 
aflre6:ation, and honeftly expreffive of what 
he really feels, a true value for the perfon 
fpoken to, without the fmalleft defire of 
ihining himfdf ; equally removed from fop- 
pery, on one fide, or indifference on the 
other. The manners of the men here are 
certainly pleafing to a very eminent degree, 
and in their converfation there is a mixture, 
not unfrequent too, of claffical allufions, which 
ftrike ope with a fort of literary pleafur? I 
cannot eafily defcribe. Yet is there no pe- 
dantry in their nfe of exprcffions, which with, 
us would be laughable or jiable to cenfure : 
l^ut Roman potions here are not quite extind ; 
and even the houfe-maid, or donna di gros^ 
as they call her, fwears by Diana fo comi- 
cally, there is no telling. They chriften their 
boys Fabjusj their daughters Claudia^ very 
commonly. When they mention a thing 
known, as we f^y, to Tom o" Styles and John 
oNokesy they ufe the words, T^i%to and Sem^ 
pronto. A lady tells me, fhe was at a lofs 
.'pbput tl^§ d^nce yefterdav evening, becaufe 
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{he had not been inftruded in the program^ 
tna ; and a gentleman, talking of the pleafures 
he enjoyed flipping laft night at a friend's 
houfe, exclaims, Eramo purjcrtfera in AppoU 
line * / alluding to LucuUus's entertainment 
given to Pompey and Cicero, as I remember, 
in the chamber of Apollo. But here is 
enough of this— more of it, in their own 
pretty phrafe, fcccarebbe pur Nettunno f . It 
*was long ago that Aufonius faid of them more 
than I can fay, and Mr. Addifon has trans- 
lated the lines in their praife better than I 
could have done. 

*« Et Mediolani mira omnia copia rerum : 

*' Innumerae cultaeque domus facunda virorum 

** Ingenia et mores laeti/* 

Milan with plenty and with wealth o'erflows. 
And numerous ftreets and cleanly dwellings fhowS| 
The people, blefs'd by Nature's happy force. 
Are eloquent and cheerful in difcourfe. 

What I have faid this moment v\rill, how* 
ever, account in fome meafure for a thing 
which he treats with infinite contempt, not 
vnjuftly perhaps; yet does it not deferve 

• We pafled yeftcr evening as if we had been in thq 
Apollo. 

f Would dry up old Neptune himfelf, 

the 
7 
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the ridicule handed dowa from his time by 
all who have touched the fubjed. It is about 
the author, who before his theatrical repre* 
fentation prefixes an odd declaration, that 
though he names Pluto, and Neptune, and I 
know not who, upon the ftage, yet he be-^ 
lieves none of thofe fables, but confiders 
himfelf as a Chriftian, a Catholick, &c. All 
this does appear very abfurdly fuperfluous 
to us; but as I obferved, they live nearer 
the original feats of paganifm ; many old 
cuftoms are yet retained, and the names not 
loft among them, or laid up merely for 
literary purpofes as in England, They fwear 
per Bacco perpetually in common difcourfe ; 
and once I faw a gentleman in the heat of 
converfation blufli at the recoUedion that he 
had faid l^arba Jove^ where he meant God Al- 

mighty. 

It is likewife unkind enough in Mr. 
Addifon, perhaps unjuft too, to fpeak with 
fcorn of the libraries, or ftate of literature, at 
Milan. The colledtion of books at Brera is 
prodigious, and has been lately much in- 
creafed by the Pertufanian and Firmian li- 
braries falling into it : a more magnificent 
fepofjtory for J^aypin^, % more comfortable 

fituatioQ 
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lituation for ftudente, fo complete and per- 
fedl a difpofition of the books, will fcarcely 
be found in any other city not profefledly a> 
univerfity, I believe ; and here are profeffors 
worthy of the higheft literary ftations, that 
do honour to learning herfelf. I will not 
indulge myfelf by naming any one, where 
all deferve the higheft praife ; and it is fo dif- 
ficult to reftrain one's pen upon fo favourite 
a fubje(3:, that I fhall only name fome rarities 
which particularly ftruck me, and avoid fur- 
ther temptations, where the fenfe of obli- 
gation, and the recolledion of partial kind- 
nefs, infpire an inclination to praifes which 
appear tedious to thofe readers who could not 
enter into my feelings, and of courfe would 
fcarcely excufe them. 

Thirteen volumes of MS, Pfalms, written 
with wonderful elegance and manual nigety, 
ftruck me as very curious : they were done 
by the CertofinJ monks lately eradicated, and 
with beautiful illuminations to almoft every 
page. A Livy, printed here in 141 8j frefh 
and perfeft ; and a Pliny, of the Parma prefs, 
dated 1472 j are extremely valuable. But the 
pleafure I received from obferving that the 
learned librarian had nqt denied a place to Til- 

lotfon's 
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lotfon's works/ was counteraded by finding 
Bolingbroke's philofophy upon the fame fhelf| 
and enjoying exadly the fame reputation as 
to the truth of the doctrine contained in 
either ; for both were Englifh, and of courfe- 
heretical. 

But I muft not live longer at Milan with- 
out mentioning the Duomo, firft in all Eu- 
rope of the Gothic race; whofe folemn 
fadnefs and gloomy dignity makfe it a ^moft 
magnificent cathedral ; while the rich trea- 
fures it conceals below exceeded my belief or 
expedation. 

We came hjere juft before the feafon of 
commemorating the virtues of the immortal 
Carlo Borromeo, to whofe excellence all Italy 
bears teftimony, and Milan mojl ; while the 
Lazaretto ereded by him remains a Handing 
monument of his piety, charity, and pe- 
culiar regard to this city, which he made his 
refidence during the dreadful plague that fo 
devafted it ; tenderly giving to its helplefs 
inhabitants the confolation of feeing their 
prieft, provider, and proteftor, all united un- 
der one incomparable character, who fearlefs 
of death remained among them, and com- 
forted 
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forted their forrows with his conftant pre-* 
fence. It would be endlefs to enumerate the 
fchools, hofpitals, infirmaries, ereded by this 
furprifing man. The peculiar excellence of 
his lazaretto, however, depends on each ha* 
biratioh being nicely feparated from every 
other, fo as to keep infedion aloof j while 
uniformity of architefture is ftill preferved, 
being built in a regular quadrangle, with a 
chapel in the middle, and a frefh ftream 
flowing round, fo as to benefit every particu-- 
lar houfe, and keep out all neceffity of con- 
nection between the fick. I am become bet- 
ter acquainted with thefe matters, as this is 
the precife time when the immortal Carlo 
Borromeo's adions are rehearfed, and his 
praifes celebrated, by people appointed in 
every church to preach his example and re- 
cord his excellence. 

A ftatue of folid filver, large as life, and 
refembling, as they hope, his perfon, de* 
corated with rings, &c. of immenfe value^ 
is now expofed in church for people to Vene* 
rate; and the fubterranean chapel, where 
his body lies, is all wainfcoted, as I may fay^ 
with filver J every feparate compartment 
chafed, like our old-fafliioned watch-cafes, 

with 
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With fome ftory out of his life, which lafted 
but forty-feven years, after having done more 
good than any other perfon in ninety-four ; 
as a capuchin friar faid this morning, who 
mounted the pulpit to praife him, and feemed 
to be well thought on by his auditors. The 
chanting tone in which he fpoke difpleafed 
me, however, who can be at laft no compe-^ 
tent judge of eloquence in any language but 
my own. 

There is a national rhetoric in every 
country, dependant on national manners; 
and thofe gefticulations of body, or depref- 
fions of voice, which .produce pity and com- 
miferation in one place, may, without cenfure 
of the orator or of his hearers, excite 
contempt and ofcitancy in another. The 
fentiments of the preacher / heard were 
juft and vigorous ; and if that fuffices not to 
content a foreign ear, woe be to me, who 
now live apiong thofe to whom I am myfelf 
a foreigner ; and who at beft can : but be 
expe<9:ed to forgive, for the fake of the things 
faid, th^t accent and manner with which I 
am obliged to exprefs them. 

By the indulgence of private friendfhip, I 
have now enjoyed the uncommon amufement 

of 
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of feeing a theatrical exhibition performed 
by friars in a convent for their own diverfion^ 
and that of fome ftle€t friends. The monks 
of St. Viiflor had, it feems, obtained permiA 
fion, this carraval, to reprefent a little odd 
fort of play, written by one of their com*^ 
itiunity chiefly in the Milanefe dialed:^ 
though the upper charaders fpoke Tufcan* 
The fubjedl of this drama was taken, naturally 
enough, from fome events, real or fidlitious^ 
which were fuppofed to have happened in 
the environs of Milan, about a hundred 
years ago, when the Torriani and Vifconti 
families difputed for fuperiority. Its con- 
ftrudion was compounded of comic and 
diftrefsful fcenes, of which the laft gave me 
moft delight; and much was I amazed, in-* 
deed, to feel my cheeks wet with tears at a 
friar's play, founded on ideas of parental 
tendernefs. The comic part, however, was 
intolerably grofs ; the jokes coarfe^ and inca-* 
pable of diverting any but babies, or men 
who, by a kind of intellectual privatiooi con- 
trive to perpetuate babyhood, in the vain 
hope of preferving innocence : nor could I 
fhelter myfelf by faying how Jittle I under- 
ftood of the dialed it was written in, as the 

a^ion 
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action was nothing lefs than equivocal ; 
fend in the burletta which was tacked to it by 
way of farce^ I faw the foprano fingers who 
played the women's parts, and who fee more 
of the world than thefe friars, blufh for 
ihame, two or three times, while the com- 
pany^ moft of them grave ecclefiaftics, ap- 
iplauded with rapturous delight. 

The wearifome length of the whole would, 
however, have furfeited me, had the amtife- 
ttient beeii more eligible ; but thefe dear 
inonks do not get a holiday often, I ti*uft; 
{o in the manner of fchool-boys, or rather 
fchool- girls in England (for our boys are foon 
above fuch ftuflf), they were never tired of 
this dull bufFoonei'y, and kept us lifteiiing to 
It till one o'clock in the morning. 

Pleafure, when it does come, always buffts 
tip in an uriexpedted place \ I derived much 
from obferving in the faces of thefe cheerful 
iriars, that intelligent fhrewdnefs and arch 
penetration fo vifible in the countenances of 
our Welch farmers, and curates of country 
villages in Flintihire, Caernarvonfliire, &c. 
which Howel (heft judge in fuch a cafe) 
obferves in his Letters, and learnedly ac- 
counts for J but which I had wholly forgotten 

Vol. L G till 
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till the monks of St. Vidor brought it back 
to my remembrance. 

The brothers who remained unemployed, 
and clear from ftage occupations, formed the 
orcheftra ; thofe that were left then without 
any immediate bufmefs upon their hands, 
chatted gaily with the company, producing 
plenty of refrefhments ; and I was really very 
angry with myfelf for feeling fo cynically 
difpofed, when every thing pofTible was done 
to pleafe me. Can one help however figh- 
ing, to think that the monadic life, fo 
capable of being ufed for the nobleft pur- 
pofes, and originally fuggefted by the pureft 
motives, fhould, from the vaft diverfity of 
orders, the increafe of wealth and general 
corruption of mankind, degenerate into a 
ftate either of mental apathy, as among the 
fequeftered monks, or of vicious luxury, as 
aniong the more free and open focieties ? 

Yet muft one ftill behold both with regret 
and indignation, that rage for innovation which 
delights to throw down places once the re- 
treats of Piety and Learning — Piety, who 
fought in vain to wall and fortify herifeff 
againft thofe fedudions which fmce have 

fapped 
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lapped the venerable fabric that they feared to 
batter; and Learning, who firft opened the 
eyes of men, that now ungratefully begin to 
turn them only on the defeats of their bene- 
fa<3:ref8« 

The Chriftmas functions here were fhowy^ 
and I thought well- contrived ; the public 
ones are what I fpeak of: but I was prcfent 
lately at a private merrymaking, where all 
diftindtions feem^d pleafmgly thrown down 
by a fpirit of innocent gaiety. The Mar- 
quis's daughter mingled in country-dances 
with the apothecary's prentice, while her 
truly noble parents looked on with generous 
pleafure, and encouraged the mirth of the 
moment. Priefts, ladies, gentlemen of the 
Very firft quality, romped with the girls of 
the houfe in high good-humour, and tripped 
it away without the incumbrance of petty 
pride, or the mean vanity of giving what they 
expreffively call fogge%%ione^ to thofe who 
M^ere proud, of their company and protediom 
A new-married wench, whofe little fortune 
of a hundred crowns had been given her by 
the fubfcription of many in the room, feemed 
as free with them, all^ as the moft equal dif- 

G 2 tribution 
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tribution of birth or riches could have made 
her: (he laughed aloud, and rattled ia the 
ears of the gentlemen ; replied with farcaftic 
coarfenefs when they joked her, and ap- 
parently delighted to promote fuch conver- 
fation as they would not otherwifc have tried 
at. The ladies ftiouted for joy, Encouraged 
the girl with leTs delicacy than defire of mer- 
riment, and promoted a general banifliment 
of decorum ; though I do Ijjglieve with full as 
much or more purity of intention, than may 
be often met with in a poliihed circle at Paris 
itfelf. 

Such foclefy, however, can pleafe a ftran- 
ger only as it is odd and as It is new ; when 
ceremony ceafes, hilarity is left in a (late too 
natural not to offend people accuftoraed to 
fcenes of high civilization; and I fuppole 
few of us could return, after twenty-five 
years old, to the coarfe comforts of ^ roll ancf 
treacle. 

Another ftyle of amufement, very difte- 
rent from this laft, called us out two or three 
days ago, to hear the famous Paflione de 
Metaftafio fung in St, Celfo's church. The 
building is fpacious, the architedu|:e elegant, 
and the ornaments rich. A cuftom too was 

on 
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ion this occafion omitted, which I diflike ex- 
ceedingly; that of deforming the beautiful 
edifices dedicated to God's fervice ivith da-? 
mafk hangings and gold lace on the capitals 
of all the pillars upon days of gala, fo very 
perverfely, that the efFedl of proportion is loft 
to the eye, while the church conveys no idea 
to the mind but of a tattered theatre ; and 
when the frippery decorations fade, nothing 
can exclude the recolledion of an old clothes 
ihop. St. Celfo was however left clear from 
thefe difgraceful ornaments : there aflembled 
together a numerous and brilliant, if not an 
attentive audience ; and St. Peter's part in the 
oratorio was fung by a foprano voice, with 
no appearance of peculiar propriety to be 
fure ; but a fatirical nobleman near me faid, 
that " Nothing could poflibly be more hap- 
pily imagined, as the mutilation of poor St^ 
Peter was continuing daily, and in full 
force ;*' alluding to the Emperor's rough 
reformations.: and he does not certainly fpare 
the coat any more than Jack in our Tale of 
a Tub, when he is rending away the em- 
broidery/ Here, however, the parallel muft 
end ; for Jack, though zealous, was never 
accufed of burning the lace^ if I remember 

G 3 ' .right. 
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right, and putting the gold in his pocket. 
It happened oddly, that chatting freely one 
day before dinner with fome literary friends 
on the fubjed of coat armour, we had talked 
about the Vifconti ferpent, which is the arms 
of Milan; and the fpread eagle of Auftria, 
which we laughingly agreed ought to eat doubk 
becaufe it had two necks : when the conver- 
fation infenfibly turned on the oppreflions of 
the prefent hour ; and I, to put all away with 
a joke, propofed the fortes Homerica to 
decide on their future deftiny. Somebody in 
company infilled that / fhould open the 
book — I did fo, at the omen in the twelfth 
book of the Iliad, and read thefe wprds : 

Jove's bird on founding pinions beat the fkics: 
A bleeding ferpent of enormous fize 
His talons truffed ; alive and curling round 
She ftung the bird, whofe throat received the 

wound. 
Mad with the fmart he drops the fatal prey. 
In airy circles wings his painful way, 
Floats on the winds, and rends the heavens with 

cries : 
Amid the hofts the fallen ferpent lies ; 
They, pale with terror, mark its fpires unroir4> 
And j*ove*s portent v/ith beating hearts behold. 

It 
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It is now time to talk a little of the theatre ; 
and furely a receptacle fo capacious to con- 
tain four thoufand people, a place of entrance 
fo commodious to receive them, a fhow fo 
princely, fo very magnificent to entertain 
them, muft be fought in vain out of Italy. 
The centre front box, richly adorned with 
gilding, arms, and trophies, is appropriated 
to the court, whofe canopy is carried up to 
what we call the firft gallery in England; 
the crefcent of boxes ending with the ftage, 
confift of nineteen on a fide, fmall boudoirs^ 
for fuch the.y feem ; and are as fuch fitted up 
with filk hangings, girandoles, &c. and 
placed fo judicioufly as to catch every found 
of the fingers, if they do but whifper : I will 
not fay it is equally advantageous to the 
figure, as to the voice ; no performers look- 
ing adequate to the place they recite upon, fo 
very fl:ately is the building itfelf, being all of 
fl:one,with an immenfe portico, and flairs which 
for width you might without hyperbole drive 
your chariot up. An immenfe fideboard at 
the firft lobby, lighted and furnifhed with 
luxurious a,nd elegant plenty, as many peo- 
ple fend for fuppers to their box, and enter- 
tain a knot of friends there with infinite 

G 4 conve- 
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convenience and fplendoiir, A lilk curtaxn^i 
the colour of y6ur hangings, defends tht^ 
clofet from intrufive eyes, if you think proper^ 
to drop it ; and when drawn up, gives gaiety^ 
and fhow to the general appearance of th^; 
whole : while acrofs the corridor leading t<^ 
thefe boxes, another fmall chamber, num- , 
bered like tbat it belongs to, is appropriated 
to the ufe of your fervants, and fumiflied . 
with every conveniency to make chocolate, 
ferve lemonade, &c. 

Can one wonder at the contempt fhewEi by 
foreigners when they fee Englifh women of 
fafhion fqueezed into holes lined with dirty 
torn red paper, and the walls of it covered 
with a wretched crimfon ftufT? Well! but this 
theatre is built in place of a church founded 
by the famous Beatrice de Scala, in confe? 
quence of a vow fhe made to ereft one if 
God would be pleafed to fend her a fon* The 
church was pulled down and the playhoufe 
ereded. The Arch-duke loft a fon that 
year ; and the pious folks cried, " A judg- 
ment !" but nobody minded them, I belipve ;,, 
many, however, that are fcrupulous will no,6^ 
eo. Meantime it is a beautiful theatre to be 
iure ; the fineft fabric raifed in modern days, 

J do 
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I. do believe, for the purpofes of entertain- 
vAifit ; but we muft not be partial. While 
Lf^dbn has twelve capital rooms for the pro- 
fMTed amufement of the Public, Milan has 
biit one; there is in it, however, a ridotto 
chamber for cards, of a noble fize, where 
fdirie little gaming goes on in carnival time ; 
but though the inhabitants complain of the 
enormities committed there, I fuppofe more 
money is loft and won at one club in St, 
James's ftreet during a week, than here at 
Milan in the whole winter. 

Every nation complains of the wickednefs 
of Its own inhabitants, and confiders them as 
the worft people in the world, till they have 
feeri others no better ; and then, like indi- 
viduals with their private forrows, they find 
change produces no alleviation. The Mount 
of^ Miferies, in the Spectator, where all the 
people change withk their neighbours, lay 
down an undutiful fbn, and carry away with 
them a hump- back, or whatever had been 
th« fource of difquiet to another, whom he 
hf^cl blamed for bearing fo ill a misfortune 
thought trifling till he took it on himfelf, 
Jy' an admirably well conftruded fable, and 

IS 
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is applicable to public as well as private com- 
plaints. 

A gentleman who had long pradifed as a 
folicitor, and was retired from bufinefs, ftored 
with a perfedt knowledge of mankind fo far 
as his experience could inform him, told nje 
once, that whoever died before fixty years 
old, if he had made his own fortune, WM 
likely to leave it according as friendihip^ 
gratitude, and public fpirit dictated : either 
to thofe who had ferved, or thofe who had 
pleafed him j or, not unfrequently, to benefit 
fome charity, fet up fome fchool, or the like : 
*' but let a man once turn fixty," faid he, 
*Vand his natural heirs are Jure of bim:^ for 
having feen many people, he has likewife 
been difgufted by many ; and though he does 
not love his relations better than he did, the 
difcovery that others are but little fuperior to 
them in thofe excellencies he has fought about 
the world in vain for, he begins to enquire 
for his nephew's little boy, whom as he 
never faw, never could have offended him ; 
and if he does not break the chain of a fa- 
vourite watch, or any other fuch boyifh trick, 
the eftate is his for ever, upon no principle 

but this in the teftator. 

So 
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So it is hy thofe who travel a good deal ; 
by what I have feen, every country has fo 
much in it to be juftly complained of, that 
moft men finifli by preferring their own. 

That neither complaints nor rejoicings here 
at Milan, however, proceed from affe<3:ation, 
is a choice comfort : the Lombards poflefs the 
ikill to pleafe you without feigning ; and fo 
artlefs are their manners, you cannot even 
fufpe(3: them of infincerity. They havq^ 
perhaps for that very reafon, few comedies^, 
.and fewer novels among them : for the worft 
of every man's character is already well 
known to the reft j but be his conduct what 
it will, the heart is commonly right, enough 
— il buon cuor Lombardo is famed through- 
out all Italy, and nothing can become pro- 
verbial without an excellent reafon. Little 
opportunity is therefore given to writers who 
carry the dark lanthorn of life into its deepeft 
recelTes — unwind the hidden wicked nefs of 
^ Mafkwell or a Monkton, develope the 
folds of vice, and fpy out the internal worth- 
Ij^flbefs of apparent virtue j which from thefe 
difcerning eyes cannot be cloked even by 
that early-taught afFedation which renders it 
a real ingenuity to difcovcr, if in a highly 
6 polilhed 
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polifhed capital a man or woman has or 
has not good parts or principles — fo com- 
pletely are the firft overlaid with literature, 
and the laft perverted by refinement. 



April 2, 17S5. 

The cold weather continues ftill, and we 
have heavy fnows ; but fo admirable is the 
police of this well-regulated town, that when 
over-night it has fallen to the height of four 
feet, no very uncommon occurrence, no one 
can fee in the morning that even a flake has 
been there, fo completely do the poor and 
the prifoners rid us of it all, by throwing 
immenfe loads of it into a navigable canal 
that runs quite round the city, and carries 
every nuifance with It clearly away — fo that 
no inconveniencies can arife. 

Italians feem to me to have no feeling of 
cold ; they open the cafements — ^for win- 
dows we have none (now in winter), and 
cry, cbe htl frefchetto * / while I am ftarving 
outright. If there is a flafh of a few faggots 
in the chimney that juft fcorches one a little, 
no lady goes near it, but fits at the other 

% 
♦ What a freih breeze ! 

end 
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end of a liigh-roofed room, the wind whift- 
Hiig round her ears, and her feet upon a 
peffdrated brafs box, filled with wood em- 
bers, which the cavalier fervente pulls out 
from time to time, and replenilhes with hotter 
afhes raked out from between the andirons. 
How fitting with thefe fumes under their 
petticoats improves their beauty of com- 
plexion I know not ; certain it is, they pity . 
us exceedingly for our manner of managing 
ourfelves, and enquire of their countrymen 
who have lived here a-while, how their 
health endured the burning fojjils in the 
chambers at London. I have heard two or 
three Italians fay, vorrei ancV io veder quelV 
Inghilterray ma quejlo carbone fojfth * / To 
church, however, and to the theatre, ladies 
have a great green velvet bag carried for 
them, adorned with gold taflels, and lined 
with fur, to keep their feet from freezing, as 
carpets are not in ufe here. Poor women 
run about the ftreets with^ a little earthen 
pipkin hanging on their arm, filled with fire, 
even' if they are fent on an errand; while 
men of all ranks walk wrapped up in an odd 

* I would go fee this fame England myfelfl think, but 
that fud made of minerals frights me ! 

fort 
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fort of white riding coat, not buttoned to^ 
getiier, but folded round their body after the 
fafhion of the old Roman drefs that one has 
feen in ftatues, and this they call Gaian^ 
retaining many Spanifh words fince the time 
that they were under Spanifli government* 
Bufcar^ to feek, is quite familiar here as at 
Madrid, and inftead of Ragazzo, I have heard 
tlie Milanefe fay Mozza di Stalla, which is 
originally a Caftilian word I believe, and fpelt 
by them with the c con cedilla^ M090. They 
have likewife Latin phrafes oddly mingled 
among their own : a gentleman faid yefter-* 
day, that he was going to Cafa SorortSy to his 
fitter s ; and the flrange word Mingay which 
meets one at every turn, is corrupted, I be^ 
lieve, from Mica^ a crumb, Piaz mingaj I 
have not a crumb of pleafure in it, &c* 

The uniformity of drefs here pleafes the eye^ 
and their cuftom of going veiled to churchy 
and always without a hat, which they confider 
as profanation of the temple as they call it, de* 
lights me much j it has an air of decency in 
the individuals, of general refpe<3; for the 
place, and of a refolution not ^to let external 
images intrude on devout thoughts. The 
hanging churches, and even public pillars, 

fet 
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fet up in the ftreets or fquares for purpofes 
of adoration, with black, when any perfon 
of confequence dies, difpleafes me more; it 
is fo very difmal, fo paltry a piece of pride 
and expiring vanity, and fo dirty a cuftom, 
calling bugs and fpiders, and all manner of 
vermin about one fo in thofe black trappings, 
it is terrible j but if they remind us of oiiif 
end, and fet us about preparing for it, the 
benefit is greater than the evil. 

The equipages on the Corfo here are very 
numerous, in proportion to the fize of the 
city, and exceffively fhowy : the horfes are 
long-tailed, heavy, and for the moft part 
black, with high rifmg forehands, while the 
iiflking of the back is artfully concealed by 
the harncfs of red Morocco leather richly 
ornamented, and white reins* To this mag- 
nificence much is added by large leopard, 
panther, or tyger fkins, beautifully ftriped or 
ipotted by Nature's hand, and held faft on 
the horfes by heavy fhining taflelS of gold, co- 
loiirtd kce, &c. wonderfully handfome j while 
the driver, clothed in a bright fcarlet drefs, 
adbrned and trimmed with bear's fkin, makes 
at noble figure on the box at this feafon up- 
on days of gala. The carnival, however, 

exhibits 
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exhibits a variety unfpeakable ; boats and 
barges painted of a thoufand colours, drawn 
upon wheels, and filled with mafks arid 
merry-makers, who throw fugar-plums at 
each other, to the infinite delight of the 
town, whofe populoufnefs that fhow evinces 
to perfedion, for every window and balcony 
is crowded to excefs j the ftreets are fuller* 
than one can exprefs of gazers, and general 
mirth and gaiety prevail. When the flafhing 
feafon is over, and you are no longer to be 
dazzled with finery or dunned with noife, 
the nobility of Milan— for gentry there are 
-none — ^fairly flip a check cafe over the ham- 
mock, as we do to our beft chairs in England^ 
clap a coarfe leather cover on the carriage 
top, the coachman wearing a vaft brown 
great coat, which he fpreads on each fide 
him over the corners of his eoaeh-box, and 
looks as fomebody was faying — like a fitting 
hen. 

The paving of our ftreets here at Milan 
is worth mentioning, only becaufe it is diredly 
contrary to the London method of perform- 
ing the fame operation. They lay the large 
flag ftones at this place in two rows, for the 
coach wheek to roll fmoothly over, leaving 

walkers 
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yalkers to accommodate themfelves, and bear 
the fharp pebbles to their tread as they may* 
In eviery thitig great, and every thing little, 
the diyeirfity of government muft perpetually 
occur ; where that is defpotic^ fmall care will 
be taken of the common people ; where that 
is popular^ little attention will be paid to the 
great ones. I never in my whole life heard 
fo much of birth and family as fmce I came 
to this town j where blood enjoys a thoufand 
cxclufive privileges, where Cavalier and 
Dama are words of the firft, nay of the only 
importance ; where wit and beauty are con- 
fldered as ufelefs without a long pedigree ; 
and virtue^ talents, wealthy and wifdom, arc 
thought on only as medals to hang upon the 
branch of a genealogical tree, as we tie trin- 
kets to a watch in England. 

I went to church, twenty yards from our 
own dpor, with a fervant to wait on me, 
three or four mornings ago; there was a 
lady particularly well drefled, very handfome, 
twp footmen attending on her at a diftance, 
took my attention. Peter, faid I, to my own 
man, as we came out, cbi ^ quella dama ? 
who is that lady f Non e dama^ replies the 
fellow, contemptuoufly fmiling at my fim- 

VOL. I. H plicity— 
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plicity— -yZ^^ is no lady. I thought fhe might 
be fomebody's kept miftrefs, and afked him 
whofe? Dio ne liberty returns Peter, in a 
kinder accent — ^for there heart came in, and 
he would not injure her cbaraQjer— ^God 
forbid : } moglie d^un ricco bancbitrc — fhe is 
a rich banker's wife. You may fee, added 
he, that (he is no lady if you look — the fer- 
vants carry no velvet ftool for her to kneel 
upon, and they have no coat armour in the 
lace to their liveries : Jhe a lady ! repeated he 
again with infinite contempt. 

I am told that the Arch-duke is very de- 
firous to clofe this breach of diftindiLon, and 
to draw merchants and traders with their 
wives up into higher notice than they were 
wont to remain in. I do not think he will 
by that means conciliate the affedlion of any 
rank. The' prejudices in favour of nobility 
are too ftrong to be Ihaken here, much lefs 
rooted out fo : the very fervants would rather 
ftarve in the houie of a man of family, thaa 
eat after a perfon of inferior quality, whom 
they confider as their equal, and almoft treat 
him as fuch to his face. Shall we then be 
able to refufe our particular veneration \q 
thofe charadters of high rank here, who add 

the 
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the charm of a cultivated mind to that fitu- 
ation which^ united even with ignorance^ 
would enfure them refpedt ? When fcholaf (hip 
is found among the great in Italy, it has the 
additional merit of having grown up in their 
own bofoms, without encouragement fro«i 
emulation, or the leaft interefted motive. 
His cpmpanions do not think much the more 
of him — for that kind of fuperiority. I fup- 
pofe, fays a friend of his, he muft be fond 
of ftudy ; for cbi pen/a ^ di una maniera^ cbt 
pen/a d* un altra^ per mc fono Jiata femprt ig^ 
fiorantijjimo *. 

Thefe voluntary confeflions of many a 
quality, which, whether poflefled or not by 
Englifh people, would certainly n<ever be 
avowed, fpring from that native fincerity I 
have been praifing-— for though family con- 
nexions are prized fo highly here, no man 
feems afhamed that he has no family to 
boaft: all feigning would indeed be ufelefs 
and impradlicable ; yet it ftruck me with 
aftoniftiment too, to hear a well-bred clergy- 
man who vifits at many genteel houfes, fay 
gravely to his friend, no longer ago than 

f One man is of one mind, another of another. : I W9$ 
always a iheer dunce fpr my own part. 

H 2 yefterday— 
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yeftcrday — that friend a man too eminent 
both for talents and fortune — *^ Yes, there is 
a grand invitation at fuch a place to-night^ 
but I don't go, becaufe I am not a gentle^ 
man — -percbe non fono cavalier e i and the 
•* niailer defired I would let you know that 
it was for no other reafon that you had not 
a card too, my g<X)d friend ; for it i^ a» 
invitation of none but people offaJJjion you 
^^ fee^ At all this nobody flares, nobody 
laughs, and nobody's throat is cut in confe- 
quence of their fincere declarations* 

The women are not behind-hand in opeor 
nefs of confideoce and comical fincerity. We 
have all heard much of Italian ciciibeifm;^ 
I had a mind to know how matters really 
flood ; and took the nearefl way to inform- 
ation by afking a mighty beautiful and ap^ 
parently artlefs young creature, not nobky 
how that affair was managed, for there is uo 
harm done / am furt^ faid I : " Wl^y no,'^ 
replied fhe, " no great barm to be fure: ^- 
*' cept wearifooie attentions from a man .one 
*^ cares little about: for my own part," con- 
tinued fhe, " I detefl the cuflom^ as I happea 
" to love my hufband exceflively, and deiire 
*^ nobody's company in the world but his. 

« We 
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^* We are not people of fafhion though you 
•* know, nor at all rich ; fo how fhould we 
** fet faflxions for our betters ? They would 
**, only fay, fee how jealous he is ! if Mr. 
** Such-a-one fat much with me at home, or 
** went with me to the Corfo ; and I muft go 
with fome gentleman you know : and the 
men are fuch ungenerous creatures, and 
'' have fuch ways with them : I want money 
** often, and this cavaliere fervente pays the 
" bills, and fo the connection draws clofer— 
" that's all:' And your huiband ! faid I— 
" Oh, why he likes to fee me well drefled ; 
•* he is very good natured, and very charm- 
*' ing ; I love him to my heart/* And your 
confeflbr ! cried I. — " Oh, why he is tifed 
^* to //"^inthe Milanefe dialed— ^'^^^\ 

Well ! we will not fend people to Milan 
to ftudy delicacy or very refined morality to 
be fure ; but were the cruft of Britifh afFe<3:- 
ation lifted oflf many a character at home, 
I know not whether better, that is bonejler^ 
hearts would be found under it than that of 
this pretty girl. God forbid that I fhould 
prove an advocate for vice; but let us re- 
member, that the banifhment of all hypocrify 
and deceit is a vaft compenfation for the 

H 3 want 
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Want of o^c great virtue. — The certainty that 
the worft, whatever that worft may be, meets 
your immediate infpc^ion, gives great re-? 
pofe to the mind : you know there is %u> 
latent poifon lurking out of fight ; no colours 
to come out ftronger by throwing water fud^ 
denly againft them, as you do to old frefco 
paintings ; and talking freely with women in 
this country, though you may have a chance 
to light on igaorance, you are uev^r teized 
by folly. 

The mind of an Italian, whether man or 
womaii, feldom fails, for ought I fee, to make 
up in extent what is wanted ill cultivation i 
and that they poflefs the art of pleafing in an 
eminent degree, the conftancy with which 
they are muti^ally beloved by each other is the 
beft proof, 

Ladies of diftindion bring with them when 
^ they marry, befides fortune, as many clothes 
as- will laft them feven years ; for fafhions da 
not change here ^ often as at London or 
P^ris ; yet is pin-money allowed, and an 
attention paid to the wife that no Englifli^ 
woman can fprm an idea of: in every family 
her duties are few ; for, as I have ohferved, 
houfehold management falls to the miafter's 

fhare 
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JhvLVt of courfe, when all the fervants are men 
almoft, and thofe all pai<J by the week or 
dajv Ghildfen are very fcldom feen by thofe 
who vifit great honfes : if they do come dowft 
for five minutes after dinner, the parents are 
talked of as tiding on them, and nothing 
can equal the pious and tender return made 
to fathers and mothers in this country, for 
. even an apparently moderate fhare of fond- 
nefs (hewn to them in a ftate of infancy- 
I faw an old Marchionefs the other day, who 
had I believe been exquifitely beautiful, 
iying in bed in a fpacious apartment, juft like 
ours in the old palaces, with the teller touch- 
ing the top almoft : (he had her three grown- 
up fons (landing round her, with an affec- 
tionate defire of plealing, and (hewing her 
whatever could footh or amufe her — fo that 
it charmed me : and I was told, and obferved- 
Indeed, that when they quitted her prefenCfe 
a half kneeling bow, and a kind kifs of her 
dill white hand, was the ceremony ufed. 
1 knew myfelf brought thither only that (he 
might be entertained with the fight of the 
\foJreigner— and was equally ftruek at her 4)- 
pearahce— fnore fo I (hoiilii ihiagirie thati 
(he could be at mine ; when thefe dear men 

H4 affifted 
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affifted in moving her pillows with emulative 
attention, and rejoiced with each other 
apart, that their mother looked fo well to«» 
day. Two or three fervants out of livery 
brought us refreftiments I remember; but 
her maid attended in the antichamber, an4 
imfwered the bell at her bed's head, which 
was exc^ingly ipagnificent in the old Ayle 
of grandeur — crimfon damafk, if I rec(^le<9: 
right, w|th family arms at the back ; ^nd ihe 
lay on iwne or eleven pillows, fciced with 
ribbon^ and two large bowa to each, vecy 
elegant and expenfive ip any country:-^ 
with all this, to prove that the Italians have 
-Uttle fenfatiqn of cold, here was no fire, but 
^ fqffocating brazier, which flood near the 
4oor that opened, and was kept open,. intQ 
the maid's apartment. 

A woman here in every ftage pf life ha$ 
really 4 degree of attention fhewn her that 4s 
fprprifing :-?--if conjugal difputes arife in a fa- 
mily, fo as to make them become what we call 
town-talk, the public voice is fure ^oufjn^ 
againft the hufband ; if feparation enfues, all 
poflible countenance is givea to the wifej 
; while the gentleman is fomewhat lefs willingly 
received ; and all the ftories of paft difgufts 
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are related to his prejudice: nor will the 
lady whom he wilhes to ferve look very 
kindly on a man who treats his own wife 
with unpolitenefs. Che cuore deve avere I 
fays fhe : What a heart he muft have ! h 
non mtne Jido Jicuro : I fhall take care not to 
truft him fare. 

National character is a great* matter : I did 
not know there had been fuch a drfFerence 
in 'the ways of thinking, merely from cuftbm 
and ^^clJmate, as I fee there is ; though one 
has always read of it: it was however en-^ 

tertatning enough to heir a travelled geiWle- 
matt hiarabguiqg aWay three nights ago at 
(iitt Ifbiife in praife of Englifh cleanlinef^, 
jlttd tcBing his auditors hbw all the mtn irt 
Eifrfdotl, 'thdt were nobk'^ put on a clean 
{hirt every day, and the worpen waftied the 
fH'Cet before his houfe-door eyery morning. 
^ Chffchm*oltu ipair* exclaimed a ladjr of 
qiialfty, who was liftening': ^^ ma hhtiiral 

"W^/^^ Jh*"^ per commando ' dd prindpe,'^^—- 
*f'Wbat a' iand of Jlamfy!" fays' Donrii 
llouife, I htiarflher; ** biit it is all dbne b^ 
^ ■ibfnmdiid of the foveretgn^ I fuppofe.^* 

\"- ■■•-■•■• ^i' - •• -Their 
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Their ideas of juftice are no lefs iingular 
than of delicacy : but thofe are more eafily 
accouated for; fo i$ their amiable carriage 
towards inferiors, calling their own and their 
friends fervants by tender names, and ipeak- 
ihg to all below themfelves with a graciouf- 
nefs not often ufed by Englifb nien or wo-r 
men; even to their equals. The pleafure 
too which the high people here exprefs when 
the low ones are diverted, is charming.~ 
"^e think it vulgar to be m^rry when the 
mob is fo } b\it if rolling down a hill, like 
Greenwich, was the cuftom here, as with us, 
?11 Milan would run to fee the fport, and 
rejoice in the felicity of their fellow-crea-- 
pivcs. When I exprefs my admiration of 
fuch condefcending fweetnefs, they reply-^ 
^ un uomo come un altro-y — e batte%%ato oqm^ 
nqiy and the like — ^Why he is a man of the 
iame nature as we : he has been chriflened as 
well as ourfelves, tiiey reply. Yet do I net 
for this reafon condemn the Englifh as natu-' 
rally haughty abpve their, continental neighr 
J)0urs.. Our gpye^nment has left fo narrow 
a fpace between the upper and under ranks 
pf people in Great Britain — ^ while our cha- 
ritably 
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ritable and truly Chriftian religion is ftill fp 
^conilantly employed in railing the deprefied, 
by giving them means of changing their 
fituation, that if our perfons of condition fsul 
even for a moment to watch their poft, main-* 
taining by dignity what they or their fa- 
thers have acquired by merit, "they are 
inftantly and fuddenly broken in upon by the 
well- employed talents, or fwiftly-acquired 
riches, of men born on the other fide the 
thin partition ; whilft in Italy th? gulph 1$ 
totally impaflable, and birth alone can entitle 
man or woman to the fociety of gentlemeii 
and ladies. This firmly-fixed idea of fubor- 
dination (which I once heard a Venetian fay, 
he believed muft exift in heaven firom one 
angel to another) accounts immediately for ii 
tittle converfation which I ^m now going to 
relate. 

Here were two men taken up laft week, 
one for murdering his fellow-fervant in coM 
blood, while the undefended creature had tliib 
lemonade tray in his hand going in to fervq 
company; the other for breaking the ne\^ 
lamps lately fet up with intention to light thiH 
town in the manner of the ftrcets at Paris^ 
♦^ I hope,'* faid I, ^' that they will hang the 

; murderer,'^ 
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murderer/' *' I rather hope," replied a very 
'f^fible lady who fate near me, " that they 
yrill hang the perfon who broke the lamps : 
for,*' added fhe, " the firft committed his 
crime only out of revenge, poor fellow ! be- 
caufe the other had got his miftrefs from him 

r 

by treachery j but this creature has had the 
impudence to break our fine new lamps, all 
for the fake .of fpiting the Arcb^-duke^^ The 
Archrdukp mi^antitiae hangs nobody at all ; 
but fets his prifoners to work upon the roads., 
public buildings, &c. where they labour in 
their chains j and where, ftrange to tell ! they 
often infult pafTerigers who refuilb them alms 
Vhen afked ^s they go by ; and, ftranger ftill ! 
they are not punifhed for it when tbey do. 

Ji?re is certainly much defpotic power in 
Italy, but, I fancy, very little oppreffion; 
jperhaps authority, once acknowledged, does 
pot d^li^ht itfelf always by the fatigue of 
exertion, ^at ejl projlrajfe Uoni is an old 
a^age, with which pefhaps I may be the 
j^etter j^Cquainted, as it is the motto to my 
own coat of arms ; and unlefs fovereignty is 
hungry, fpr ought \ f^e, he does not certaiply 
4cvoury 

The 
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The certainty of their irrevocable doomj 
foftened by kind ufage from their fuperiors, 
makes, in the mean time, an odd fort of 
humorous dfollery fpring up among the 
common people, x^rho are much happier here 
at Milan than I expeded to find them : every 
great houfe giving meat, broth, &c. to poor 
dependents with Kberal good-nature enough, 
fo that mighty little wandering mifery is 
feen in the ftreets ; unlike thofe of Genoa, 
who feem mocked with the word liberty^' 
while forrow^ ficknefs, and the moft pinch- 
ing want, pine at the doors of marble palaces, 
whofe owners are unfeeling as their walls. 

Our ordinary people here in Lombardy 
are well clothed, fat, ftout, and merry ; and 
defirous to divert themfelves, and their pro- 
tedors, whom they love at their hearts. 
There is however a degree of effrontery 
among the women that amazes me, and of 
which I had no idea, till a friend (hewed me 
one evening from my own box at the opera, 
fifty or a hundred low fhop-keepers wives,, 
difperfed about the pit at the theatre, drefled 
in men's clothes, per dijtmpegno as they call 
it ; that they might be more at liberty for- 
footh to clap and hifs^ and quarrel and joftle, 

&c^ 
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week ago, though this is the fixth of April ; 
and exactly five months have now fince laft 
November been paffed among thofe who 
have I hope approved our conduct and 
efteemed our manners. That they fhould 
trouble themfelves to examine our income^ 
repon our phrafes, and liften, perhaps with 
fome little mixture of envy^ after every in- 
ftance of unfhakable attachment fhewn to each 
other, would be lefs pleafmg ; but that I verily 
believe they have at laft difmifled us with 
general good wiflies, ptDceeding from innate 
goodnefs of heart, and the hope of feeing 
again, in a year's time or fo, two people 
who have fup'plied fo many tables here with 
materials for converfation, when the fountain 
of talk was ftopt by deficiencies, and the little 
ftream of prattle ceafed to murmur for want 
of a few pebbles to break its courfe. 

We are going to Venice by the way of Cre- 
mona, and hope for amufement &om exter- 
nal- objeds : let us at leaft not deferve or in- 
vite difappointment by feeking for pleafure 
beyond the limits of innocence. 
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Froi^ MILAN to PAt)UA. 

The firft evening's drive carried us nd 
farther than Lodi» a place renowned through 
all Europe for its excellent cheefe, as out 
well-known ballad bears teftimony : 

Let Lodi or Parmelan bring up the rear. 

Thofc verfes were imitated, I fancy^ front 
a French fong written by Monfieur de* 
Yveteaux, of whofe extraordinary life and 
death much has been faid by his cotem-* 
porary wits, particularly how feme of them 
found him playing at fliepherd and fliep-^ 
herdefs in his own garden with a pretty 
Savoyard wench, at feventy- eight years old, 
en habit de berger^ avec un chapeau couleur dt 
rofe^^ &c. when he Ihewed them the fa- 
mous lines. Avoir peu de parens^ mains dt 
train que de rente^ &c. which do certainly 
bear a very near affinity to our Old Man's 

r^ In a pafloral habit, and a hat turned up with pink* 
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Wifh, publifhed in Dryden's Mifcellanies ; 
who, among other luxuries, refolves to eat 
Lodi cheefe, I remember. 

The town, however, bringing no other 
ideas either new or old to our minds, we 
went to the opera, and heard Morichelli 
ling : after which they gave us a new dra- 
matic dance, made upon the ftory of Don 
John, or the Libertine ; a tale which, whe- 
ther true or falfe, fa£t or fable, has furnifhed 
every Chriftian country in the world, T 
believe, with fome fubje<9: of reprefentation. 
It makes me no fport, however ; the idea of 
an impenitent finner going to hell is too 
ferioufly terrifying to make amufement out 
of. Let mythology, which is now grown 
good for little elfe, be danced upon the ftage ; 
where Mr. Veftris may bounce and ftruggle 
in the character of Alcides on his funeral 
pile, with no very glaring impropriety ; and 
fuch baubles ferve befide to keep old claffical 
ftories in the heads of our young people; 
who, if they mufi have torches to blaze in 
their eyes, may divert themfelves with Pluto 
catching up Ceres's daughter, and driving 
her away to Tartarus; but let Don John 
alone. I have at leaft balf a notion that the 

Voii. I. I horrible 
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horrible hiftory is half true ; if fo, it is furely^ 
very grofs to reprefent it by dancing. Should 
fuch falfe foolifh taftc prevail in England 
(but I hope it will not), wc might perhaps go 
happily through the whole book of God's 
Revenge againft Murder, or the Annals dF 
Newgate, on the ftage, as a variety of pretty 
ftories may be found there of the fame caft ; 
while ftatues of Hercules and Minerva, with 
their infignia as heathen deities, might be 
placed, with equal attention to religion, cof* 
tume, and general fitnefs, as decorations for 
the monuments of Weftminfier Abbeys 

The country we came through to Cre-» 
inona is rich and fertile^ the roads deep and 
miry of coutfe ; Very few of the Lombardy 
poplars, of which I expeded to fee fo many : 
but Phaetori's fifters feetti to have danced all 
away from the odoriferous banks of the Po, 
to the green fides of the Thames, I think ; 
rtieantimfe here is no other timber in the 
country but a few ftraggling afh, and willows, 
without end. The old Eridanus, however, 
makes a majeftic figure at Cremona, and 
frights the inhabitants when it overflows. 
There are not many to be frighted though^ 
for the town is thinly peopled j but exqui-i 
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fitcly dean, perhaps for that very reafon ; and 
the cathedral, of a mixed Grecian and Gothic 
architedfcure, has a refpe£table appearance? 
while two enormous lions, of red marble, 
frown at its door, and the crucifixion, painted 
by Pordenone, with a rough but powerful 
pencil, ftrikes oee at the entrance: I have, 
feen nothing finer than the figure of the 
Centiirion upon the fore-ground, who ficema 
to cry out, with foldier-like couirage and 
apoftoUc fervour. Truly thia i& the Son of 
God. 

The great clock here too is very curious : 
having, befides the twenty-four hours, a 
minute and fccond finger, Kfce a ftop watch, 
and fliews the phafes of the moon, with her 
triple rotation clearly to all who walk acrofo 
the piazz2u Yet I truft the dwellers at Cre-* 
paona are no better aftronomers than thofe 
who live in other places ; to what purpofe 
then all theie reprefentations with which 
Italy is crowded ; proceflions, paintings, &cc^^ 
befides the moral dances, as they call them, 
now? One word of folid infl:ru6lion to the 
ear, conveys more knowledge to the mind 
at lad, than all thqfe marionettes prefented 
to the eye. 

la The 
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The tower of Cremona is of a furprifing 
height and elegant form; we climbed, not 
without fome difficulty, to its top, and faw 
the flat plains of Lombardjr ftretched out all 
round us. Profpeds, however, and high 
towers have I feen ; that in Mr. Hoare's 
grounds, . dedicated to King Alfred, is a 
much finer ftru(^ure than this, and the view 
from it much more variegated certainly; I 
think of greater extent ; though there is more 
dignity in tbefe objeds, while the Po twifts 
through them, and diflant mountains mingle 
with the fky at the end of a lengthened 
horizon. 

What I have never feen till now, we were 
made to obferve in the odlagon gallery 
which crowns this pretty ftru£ture, where in 
every compartment there are channels cut in 
the ftone to guide the eye or reft the tele-» 
fcope, that fo a Ipediator need not be fruit- 
lefsly teized, as one almoft always is, by 
thofe who fhew one a profpedl, with Look 
there ! See there ! &c. At this place nothing 
needs be done but lay the glafs or put the 
eye even with the lines which point to Berga- 
mo, Mantua, or where you pleafe ; and look 
tb^r^ becomes fuperfluous as offenfive, 

The 
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^e bells in the tower amufed us in ano- 
ther way : an old man who has the care of 
them, delighted much in telling us how lie 
rung tunes upon them before the Duke of 
Parma, who prefented him with money, and 
bid him ring again : and not a little was the 
good man amazed, when one of our company 
fate down and played on them himfelf : a 
thing he had never before been wifnefs to, 
he faid, except once, when a furprifing mu- 
fician arrived from England, and performed 
the like feat : by his defcription of the perfon, 
and the time of his paffing through Cremona, 
we conjefl:ured he meant Dn Burney% 

The moft dreadful of all roads carried us 
next morning to Mantua, where we had let- 
ters for an agreeable friend, who neglected 
nothing thaj could entertain or inftrudl us. 
He fhewed me the field where it is fuppofed 
the houfe flood in which Virgil was born, 
and told me what he knew- of the evidence 
that he was born there: certain it is that 
much care is taken to keep the place fenced, 
from an idea of its being the identical Ipot, 
anji I hppe it is fo. 

The theatres here are beautiful beyond all 
telling : it is a ihame not to take the model 

I 3 ef 
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of the fmall one, and build a place of enter-' 
tainment on the plan. There caniwt furely 
be any [dan more elegant. 

We had a concert of admbable mufic at 
t^e houfe of our new acqusuntance, in the 
evening, and were introduced by hk means 
to many people of fafliion J the ladies ^ were 
pretty, and drefled with much tafte j no caps 
at all, but flowers in their headg, and ear- 
rings of filver fiUagree finely worked ; long^ 
light, and thin : I never law fuch before, but 
it would be an exceeding pretty fafhion* 
They hung down quite low upon the 
neck and ihoulders, and had a pleating 
efFea. 

Mantua flands in the middle of a deep 
fwampy marfli, that fends up a thick foggy 
vapour all winter, a ftench intolerable during 
the fummer months. Its inhabitants lament 
the want of population; and indeed I 
counted but five carriages in the ftreets while 
we remained in the town. Seven thouland 
Jews occupy a third part of the city, founded 
by old Tirefias's daughter, where they have a 
fynagogue, and live after their own falhion. 
The dioledhere is defer to that Italian which 
foreigners learn, and the ladies fpeak more 

Tufcan, 
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"Tufcan, I think, than at Milan, but it is a 
itidys town as I tdld them* 

*^ lUe etiam patriis agmen ciet Odnus ab oris 
*^ Fatidicse Mantus et Tufci filius amnis, 
*^ Qui muros matrilque dedit tibi Mantua 
" nomen/' 

Ocnus was next, who led his native train 
Of hardy warriors thro' the wat'ry plain. 
The fon of Manto by the Tufcan ftream. 
From whence the Mantuan town derives its 
name, Dryden. 

The annual fair is what contributes moft to 
keeping their folks alive though, for fuch are 
the roads it is fcarce poffible any ftrangers 
ihould come near them, and our people com- 
plain that the inns are very extortionate : 
here is one building, however, that promifes 
wonders from its prodigious fize and magni- 
ficence J I only wonder fuch accommodation 
fhould be thought neceflary. 

The gentleman who fliewed us the Ducal 
palace, feemed himfelf muqh ftruck with its 
convenience, and iplendour; but I had feen 
Verfailles, Turin, and Genoa. What can be feen 
here, and here alone, are the numerous and 

I 4 incom- I 
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incomparable works of Giulio Romano j of 
which no words that I can ufe w^ould give my 
readers any adequate idea. — For fuch excel- 
lence language has no praife, and of iuch 
performances tafte will admit no criticifm. 
The giants could fcarcely have been more 
amazed at Jupiter's thunder, than I vvas at 
their painted fall. If Rome is to exhibit 
any thing beyond this, I fliall really be more 
dazzled than delighted ; for imagination will 
ftretch no further, and admiration will endure 
no more. 



Sunday, April io« 

Here Is no appearance of fpring yet, 
though fo late in the year ; what muft it be 
in England ? One almond and one plum 
tree have I feen in bloflbm ; but no green 
leaf out of the bud : fo cheerlefs has been the 
road between Mantua and Verona, which^ 
however, makes amends for all on our 
arrival. How beautiful the entrance is of 
this charming city, how grand the gate, how 
handfome the drive forward, may all be read 
here in a printed book called Verona illuf- 

trata : 
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irata : but my felicity in finding the amphi- 
theatre fo well preferved, can only be found 
in my own heart, which began fenfibly to 
dilate at the feeing an old Roman colifleum 
kept fo nicely, and repaired fo well. It is 
faid that the arena here is abfolutely per- 
fect ; and if the galleries are a little deficient, 
there can be no difpute concerning the 
podium^ or lower feats, which remain exactly 
as they were in old times : %yhile I have 
, heard that the building of the fame kind now 
exifting at Nifmes, fhews the manner of en- 
tering exceeding well ; and the great one 
built by Vefpafian has every thing elfe : fo 
that an exa£t idea of the old Circus may be 
obtained among them all. That fomething 
fhould always be left to conjedure, is how- 
ever not unpleafing; various opinions ani- 
mate the arguments on both fides, and bring 
out fire by coUifion with the underftanding 
of others engaged in the fame refearches. 

A buU-feaft given here to divert the Em- 
peror as he pafled through, muft have excited 
many pleafing fenfations, while the inha- 
bitants fate on feats once occupied by the 
matters of the world ; and what is more 
worth wonder, fate at the feet of a Tranfal- 

1 2 pine 
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pine Cafar^ for fo the fovereigii of Gerffliuy 
is even now called by hid Milanefc fubjeds 
in common difcourfe ; and when one looks 
upon the arms of Auftria, a fpread eagle, 
'^nd recollefts that when the Roman empire 
was divided, the old eagle was fplit, one 
face looking toward the Eaft, the other to- 
ward the Weft, in token of fhared pofleffion, 
it afFefls one ; and calls up claffic imagery 
to the mind. 

The collection of antiquities belonging to 
the Philharmonic fociety is very refpedable ; 
they reminded me of the Arundel marbles at 
Oxford, and I faid fo. " Oh T replied 
the man who (hewed thefe, *' that coUeBion 
was very valuable to be fure^ but the bad air^ 
and the fmoke of <:o(d fires in England ^ have 
ruined them long ago\^^ I fufpeCted that my 
gentleman talked by rote, and examining the 
. book called Verona illufirata^ found the remark 
there ; but that \^,malafede^ and a very ridicu- 
lous prejudice. I will confefs however, if they 
pleafe, that our original treaty between Mar- 
donius and the Perfian army, at the emd of 
which the Greek general Ariftides, althou^ 
himfelf a Sahian, attefled the fun as witnefs, 
-in compliance with their religion who wor- 
^ II (hipped 
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dipped that luminary, at leafl held it in. 
the higheft veneration, as the refidence of 
Oromafdes the good Principle, who was con- 
fidered by the Magians as for ever clothed 
with light : I will corilider that^ I fay, if they 
infift upon it, as a marble of lefs confequence 
than the lad will and teflament of an old 
inhabitant of Sparta which is fhewn at 
Verona, and which they fay diipofes of the 
iron money ufed during the 6rft of many 
years that the laws of Lycurgus lafted. 

Here is a very fine palace belonging to the 
Bevi-1'acqua family^ befides the Cafa Verzi, as 
famous for its elegant Doric architedure, as 
the charming miftrefe of it for her Attic wit. 

St. Zeno is the church which ftri^ck me 
moft : the eternal and all-feeing eye placed 
over the door ; Fortune's wheel too, com- 
pofed of fix figures curioufly difpofed, and not 
unlike our man alphabet, two mounting, twp 
.fitting, and two tumbling, over againft it : on 
the outfide of the wheel this diftich, 

En ego Fortumi modcror mortalibus ufum, 
- .£levo> depone^ bona cun&is vd mala dono ^-*^ 

♦ Here I Madam Fortune my favours beftow. 
Some good and (bme ill to the high and the low. 

this 
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this other on the infide of the wheel, lefe 
plainly to be read : 

Indue nudatos, denudo vefte paratos. 
In me confidit, fi quis derifus abibit *. 

ITiis is a town full of beauties, wits, and 
rarities : numberlefs perfons of the firft emi- 
nence have always adorned it, and the pre- 
fent inhabitants have no mind to degenerate ; 
^ while the Nobleman that is immediately de- 
fcended from that houfe which Giambattifta 
della Torre made famous for his Ikill in 
aftronomy, employs himfelf in a much more 
ufeful, if not a nobler ftudy ; and is com-^ 
pleting for the prefs a new fyftem of edu- 
cation. It was very petulantly, and very 
IpitefuUy faid by Voltaire, that Italy was now 
no more than la boutique \^ and the Italians, 
les merchands fripiers de V Europe %. The 
Greek remains here have ftill an air of 
youthful elegance about tWem, which ftrikes 
one very forcibly where fo good opportunity 
offers of comparing them with the fabrics 
formed by their deftrtuStive fucceffors, the 

Goths ; who have left fome fine old black- 

- 

♦ The naked I clothe, and the pompous I ftrip ; 
If in me you confide, I may give you the flip, 

t The old clothes (hop* % The flop-fellers of Europe, 

looking 
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looking monuments (which look as if they 
had flood in our coal fmoke for centuries) to 
the memory of the Scaligersj and furely the 
great critic of that name could not have 
taken a more certain method of proving his 
defcent from thefe his barbarous anceftors, 
than that which his relationfhip to them na- 
turally, I fuppofe, infpired him with — the 
avowed preference of birth to talents, of long- 
drawn genealogy to hardly-acquired lite- 
rature. We will however grow lefs pre- 
judiced ourfelves; and fince there are ftill 
whole nations of people exifting, who con- 
fider the counting up many generations back 
as a felicity not to be exchanged for any 
other without manifeft lofs, we may poffibly 
reconcile the opinion to common fenfe, by 
reflecting that one preconception of the fove- 
reign good is, that it (hould certainly be 
indeprivabki and except birth, what is there 
earthly after all that may not drop, or elfe bo 
torn from its poflTeflbr by accident, folly, 
force, or malice ? 

James Harris fays, that virtue anfwers to 
the charaGer of indeprivability, but one is 
left only to wifh that his pofition were true j 
the continuang? of virtue depends on the 

con-^ 
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continiiance of reafon, from which a blow oai 
the head, a fudden fit of terror, or twenty 
other accidents may feparate us in a moment. 
Nothing can make us not one's fathcr*s child 
however, and the advantages of bloody fuch 
as they are, may furely be deemed indc-* 
frivable^ 

Gothic and Grecian architefturc refembles 
Gothic and Grecian manners, which natu- 
rally do give their colour to fuch arts as are 
»aturally the rcfult of them. Tyranny and 
gloomy fufpicion are the charafteriftics of the 
one, opennefa and fociability ftrongly mark 
the other— when to the gay portico fucceeded 
the fullen drawbridge, and to the lively cor* 
ridor, a fecret paflage and a winding ftair^ 
cafe. 

It is difficult, if not impoffible however, to 
withhold one's refpefb from thofe barbarians 
who could thus change the face of art^ almoft 
of nature; who could overwhelm courage 
and counteract learning ; who not only de-» 
voured the works of wifdom and the labours 
of ftrength, but left behind them too a fettled 
fyilem of feudatorial life and ariftocratio 
power, ftill undeftroyed in Europe, though 

hourly 
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hourly attsuied, battered by commerce,, and. 
Tapped by <:i:vilization« 

When SnMathman told us about twelve 
years ago, how an immenfe body of African* 
^nts, whteh appeared, as they moved for- 
wards, Hke the whole earth in agkation— « 
covered and fuddenly arretted a folemn ele^. 
phant, as he grazed unfulpicioufly on the 
plain; he told us too that in eight hours 
time no trace was left either of the devafters 
or devafted, excepting the fkeleton * of the 
noble creature neatly picked: a Handing 
proof of the power of numbers againft fmgle 
forcCf 

Thefe northern emigrants the Goths, how- 
ever, have done more ; they have fixed a 
mode of carrying on human aflSiirs, that I 
think will never be fo far exterminated as 
fo leave no veftiges behind : and even while 
one contemplates the raifchief they have 
made— even while one's pen engraves one's 
indignation at their fuccefs ; the old baron 
in his caftle, preceded and furrounded by 
loyal dependants, who defired only to live 
under his protedlion and die in his defence^ 
infpires a notion of dignity unattainable by 
thofe who, feeking the beautiful, are by fo 

far 
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far removed' from the fublime of life, and 
affords to the mind momentary images of 
furly magnificence, ill exchanged perhaps by 
fancy^ though truth has happily fubftituted 
a fucceffion of foft ideas and focial comforts : 
knowledge, virtue, riches, happinefs. Let 
it be remembered however, that if the theme 
16 fuperior to the fong, we always find thofe 
poets who live in the fecond clafs, celebrating 
the days paft by thofe who had their exift- 
ence in the firft. Thefe reflexions are for- 
ced upon me by the view of Lombard man- 
ners, and the accounts I daily pick yp con- 
cerning the Brefcian and Bergamafc no- 
bility ; who ftill exert the Gothic power of 
protefting murderers who profefs themfelvCvS 
their vaffalsj and who flill exercife thofe 
virtues and vices natural to man in his femi- 
barbarous ftate : fervent devotion, conftant 
love, heroic friendfliip, on the one part ; grof* 
fuperftition, indulgence of brutal appetite, 
and diabolical revenge, on the other. 

In all hot countries, however, flowers and 
weeds fhoot up to enormous growth: in 
colder climes, where poifon can fcarce be 
feared, perfumes can feldom be boafl:ed. 

Veronar 
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Verona is the gayeft lookiftg town I evet 
fived in ; beautifully fituated, the hills aroUfid 
It elegant, the itodUntains at a diftance ve- 
nerable : the filver Adige rdlliftg through the 
talley, while fuch a glow of bloflbins now 
titnameftt the rifing grounds, and fuch cheer- 
iulnefs fmiles in the fweet countenance^ 
of its inhabitants, that one is tempted to 
think it the birth-place of Euphrofyne^ where 

Zephyr with Aurora playing^ 

As he met her once a maying, &d* 

Fiird her with thee a daughter faif, 
So buxom, blythe, and debonair-^ 

US Milton fays* Here are vinesi^ mulberrieg^ 
^iveS; ofcourfe, wine, filk, and oil: every 
thing that can feduce, every thing that 
6ught to fatisfy defiring man. Merc theti 
ki oDnfequencc do adkually delight to refide 
toirth and good-hutnour in theif holiday 
drefs. ^ i;erona fmzssi matti *, fay the Italian* 
itremfelvcs of them^ and I fee nothing feem- 
fogly go foi*ward here but Imptovifatori, 
f editing ftories or verfes to entertain the po- 
pulace ; boys flyiiig kites^ cut fquare like a 
dtamOrtd on the cards, and called Stelle ; men 

♦ The people at Verona are half out of their wits. 

Vol. !• K amufmg 
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amufing themfelves at a game called Palla^ 
majo^ fomething like our cricket, only that 
they throw tl\e ball with a hollow ftick, not 
with the hand, but it requires no fmall cor- 
poral ftrength ; and I know not why our 
Englifh people have fuch a notion of Italian 
effeminacy: games of very ftrong exertion 
are in ufe among them ; and I have not 
yet felt one hot day fmce I left France. 

They fhewed us an agreeable garden here 
belonging to fome man of faihion, whofe name 
I know not ; it was cut in a rock, yet the 
grotto difappointed me : they had not taken 
fuch advantages of the fituation as Lomel- 
lino wQuld have done, and I recoUeded the 
tafteful creations in my own couritry, Pains 
Jiill and Stour Head. 

The Veronefe nobleman fhewed however 
the fpirit of bis country, if we let loofe the 
genius of ours. The epperor had vifited 
his improvements it feems, and on the fpot 
where he kiffed the children of the houfCf 
their father fet up a ftone to record the 
honour. 

Our attendant related a tender ftory to me 

more interefting, which happened in tbi« 

garden, of an Englilh gentleman, who having 

I hired 
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hired the houfe, &c. one feafon, found his fa- 
vourite fervant ill there, and like to die : the 
poor creature expreffed his concern at the into- 
lerant cruelty of that fed which denies Chrift- 
iansof any other denomination but their own 
a place in confecrated grourid, and lamented 
his diftance from home with an anxious 
carneftnefs that haftened his end : when the 
humanity of his mafter fent him to the land- 
lord, who kindly gave permiffion that he 
might lie undifturbed under his turf, as one 
places one's lap-dog in England ; , and there y 
as our Laquais de place obferved, he did no 
harm^ though he was a' heretic ; and the 
Englifli gentleman wept over his grave. 

I never faw cyprefs trees of fuch a grpwth as 
in this fpot' — but then there are no other trees ; 
inter viburna cyprejji came of courfe into one's 
head : and this noble plant, rich in foliage, 
ind bright, not dufky in colour, looked from 
iB wianner of growing like a vaft evergreen 
poplar*. 

'^dOut equipages here are ftrangely in- 
ferior to thofe we left behind at Milan, 
Oil i is burned in the converfation rooms 
tod, and fmells very ofFenfively — but 
tfeujr lament our fuffocation in England ^ and 
l^" K 1 black 
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black f moke y whSe what proceeds from Aelff 
ktopis would ruia the fmeft furuiture in the 
World heforc five weeks were expired . I faw 
1^0 fuch ufed at Ikmva^ Genoa, or Mihn% 

The horfes here are not equal to thofe I 
lave admired on the Corfo at other gr^at 
towns ; but it k pleafmg to efcfcrve the coatraft 
feetweea the high bred, airy, elegant Engliih 
hunter, and the - majeftie, docile, and well-^ 
^rokea war horfe of Lombardy, Shall wc 
£%iiLcy there i& Gothic and Grecian to be fourwi 
<Ten among the animals ? or \^ not that f<)0^ 
&acilul \ 

That every thing ufcful, and every thing 
Ornamental, firft revived in Italy, id weS 
known j but 1 was. never aware till now,, 
though we talk of ItaKaa book-keeping, that 
iSie little cant words employed in coniptmg-* 
houfes,; took their origijial from the Lombooi 
language, unlefs perhaps that of Ditto,: which 
every moment recurs, meaning Detto or Su^ 

* * ■ _ 

detto, as that which was already faid bdfore^: 
but this pface has afforded me an opportu- 
nity of difcovering what the people meant,, 
who called a large portion of ground in 
Southwark fbme years ago ^ plants above 
all things. The ground was deftined to the' 
3 purpofes^ 
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^urpofes of cxtenfive commerce^ but the appeU 
lation of a plant gave me much diilut'baiice, 
from taj inability to fathom the meaning of it* 
I have here found out, that the Lombards caH 
many things a plant j and fay of their dties^ 
palaces, &c. in familiar difcourfe — che la 
plant a i buonay la pianta e cattlva *, Sffr* 

Thus do- WOTd« which cany a forcible 
expreflion in one language, appear xidicuv* 
lous enough ifi aaother, till the true de?- 
rivation is known. Another refledion too 
occurs as curious ; that after the overthrow 
of all budnefs, all knowledge^ and all pleafure 
rcfulting from either, by the Goths, Italy 
Ihould be the iirfl to cheriih and revive 
thofe money-getting occupations, which now 
thrive better in more Northern climates : 
hut the chymifts fay juftly, that fermentatioft 
ads with a fort of creative power, and that 
while the mafs of matter is fermenting, no 
certain judgment can be made what fpiril; 
it will at laft throw up : fo perhaps we ought 
not to wonder at all, that the firfl idea of 
braking came originally from this now un- 
commercial country j that the very name of 
bankrupt was brought over from their moneys 

♦ The fhnt is a good or a bad one, &c. 

K 3 . changers, 
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changers, who fat in the market-place with 
a bench or banca before them, receiving and 
paying ; till, unable fometimes to make the 
due returns, the enraged creditors, broke 
their little board, which was called making 
hancarotta^ a phrafe but too well known ia the 
purlieus, which becaufe they firft fettled there 
in London was called Lombard Street^ where, 
the word is ftill in full force I believe. 

oh word of fear ! 



Unpleafing to commercial ear. 

A vifit to the colle<3:ion of Signor Viacenzo 
Bozza bell aflifted m^ in changing, or at 
leaft turning the courfe of my ideas. No-^ 
thing in natural hiftory appears more worthy 
the confideration of the learned world, than 
does this repofitory of petrefadions, fo un-^ 
common that fcarcely any thing except the 
teftimony of one's own eyes could convince 
one that flying fifli, natives, and intending to 
remain inhabitants, of the Pacific Ocean, are 
daily dug out of the bowels of Monte Bolca 
near Verona, where they muft dbubtlefs have 
been driven by the deluge, as no lefs than 
omnipotent power and general concuffion 
could have fi^fiiced \o feize and fix then^ 

for 
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for centuries in the hollow cavities of a rock 
at leaft feventy-two miles from the neareft 
fea* Their learned proprietor, however, 
who was obligingly defirous to Ihew me every 
attention, anfwering a hundred troublefome 
queflions with much civility, told us, that 
few of his numerous vifitants gave that plain 
account of the phsenomenon, (hewing greater 
difpofition to conjure up more difficult caufes, 
and attribute the whole to the world's eter- 
nity : a notion not lefs contrary to found 
philofophy and common fenfe, than it is re- 
pugnant to faith, and the dodrines of Re- 
velation ; which prophefied long ago, that 
in the laft days fhould come /coffers^ walking 
after their own lujis^ and faying. Where is 
now the promife of his coming ? for Jince 
the time that our fathers fell afleep^ all things 
continue as they were from the beginping of the 
creation. 

Well! thefe are unpleafant reflections ; I 
would rather, before leaving the plains ^ of 
Lombardy, give my country-women one 
reafon for detaining them fo long there : it 
cannot be an uninterefting reafon to us, when 
we refle<3: that our firft head-dreffes were 
made by Milan^rs j that z court gown was 

K 4 early 
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^arly I^nown in £aglan4 by th^ name of 9 
mantu^^ from MantOy the daughter of Tere-« 
fia$« who founded the city fo called ; and that 
ibm^ bj the heft materials for malting thefe 
Qi^ntuAS U ftill named from th^ town it isi 
^lanqfe^ured in— a Padua foy. 

We arc going thither immediately^ through 
Viqgpza J where the worjsis of falladio's iin-r 
mortal hand appear in full perfedion ; and no- 
thing fujce can add to th^ el^ancies of architec-^ 
ture displayed in its environs. I fatigued my- 
. fclf to death almoft by walking three miles out 
of town, to fee the famous villa from whence 
Merriworth Caflle in Kent was modelled; 
and drew inceflant cenfures on his tafte who 
built at the bottom of a deep valley tha 
imitation of a houfe calculated for a hiUf 
Here I pleafed my eyes by glanping them 
over an extenfive prpipe<9:, botind^ by 
mountains on the one fide, on another by 
the iea, at fo prodigious a diftance however 
as to be wholly i^ndifcoverable by the nake4 
eye ; nor could I, or any other unaccuftome^ 
fpedator, h^ve feen, as my Italian companions 
did, the effedk produced by marine vapours 
upon the intermediate atmofphere, which 
they m^e me reoiaric froxn the windows of 

the 
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tb« palaw, iafmw *in every thing but fitu- 
ation to Merriworth, and with that patriotic 
confoIatia?i I leave Vinceaziu 

Paduft k dotta tSbrded me much pleafure^ 
froro the politenefs of the Countefs Ferres, 
ho? u a Germ*n j of the Houfe of Starenjberg ; 
fjie thought proper to ihew me a thoufand 
eiviUties, in qonfequence of a kind letter which 
we carried her from Count Wiitfeck, the 
Auftri^n minifter at Milan } called the literati 
qf the town about ua, and gave me the plea-^ 
fure of converfing with the Abate Cefarotti, 
^ho tranflated Oflian j and the Profeflbr Sta- 
tjqo, whofe attentions I ought never to for- 
gets I waa furpriied at length to hear kind 
inquiries after EngUfh acquaintance made 
in my native language by the botanical pro^ 
feflbr, who fpoke much of Do<ftor Johnfon, 
^nd with great regard : he had,* it feems, fpent 
TOW;h time in our ifland about thirty year$ 
heforef When we were fhewn the phyfic 
garden, nicely kept and excellently furniflied, 
the Countefe took occafion to ohferve, that 
tranfplantcd trees never throve, and ftrongly 
ex;prefied her unfaded attachnient to her 
i^ative foil: though Ihe had more good fenfe 
f han to negled every opportunity of culti- 
vating 
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Tating that in which fortune had placed 
her. 

The tomb of Antcnor, fuppofed to be prc- 
ferved in this town, has, I find, but flight 
evidence to boafl with regard to its authen- 
ticity: whofever tomb it is, the antiquity 
of the monument, and dignity of the remains, 
are fcarcely qiieftionable ; and I fee not but it 
may be Antenor*s. 

Tliere is no place afligned for it but the 
open ftreet, becaufe it could not (fay they) 
have contained a baptized body, as there are 
proofs innumerable of its being fabricated 
many and. many years before the birth of 
Jefus Chrift: yet I never pafs by without 
being hurt that it fhould have no better fi- 
tuation afligned it, till I recolledb that the old 
Romans always buried people by the high- 
way, which made the Jtjie viator"^ proper 
for their tomb-ftones, as Mr. Addifon fome- 
where remarks ; which are foolifhly enough 
engraven upon ours : and till I confider too 
that the Archbilhop of Canterbury, or the 
Patriarch of Antioch, where Chriftians were 
firft called fuch, would lie no nearer a Chrift- 
ian Church than old Antenor does, were 

♦ Stop traveller. 

thqy 
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they unfortunate cnbugh to die, and be put 
ninder ground at Padua. 
. The fhrine of St. Antonio is however fuf- 
ficiently venerated; and Jthe riches of his 
church really amazed me : fuch lilver lamps ! 
fuch votive offerings ! fuch glorious fculpture ! 
the bas relievos, reprefenting his life and mi^ 
racles, are beyond any thing v^e have yet feen ; 
one compartment particularly, the workman- 
Chip, I think, of Sanfovino, where an old 
woman is reprefented to a degree of finifhed 
nicety and curiofity of perfedlion which I 
knew not that marble could exprefs. 

The hall of juftice, which they oppofe to our 
Wcftminfter-hall, but between which there 
is no refemblance, is two hundred and fifty- 
fix feet long, and eighty-fix broad ; the form 
of it a rhomboid: the walls richly ornamented 
by Pietro d'Abano, who originally defigned,* 
and began to paint the figures round the 
fides : they have however . been retouched 
by Giotto, who added the figns of the Zo- 
diac to Peter's myfterious performances, which 
meapt to explain the planetary influences, as 
he was a man deeply dipped in judicial aftro- 
logy ; and there is his own portrait among 
them, dreffed like a Zoro^ftrian prieft, with 

a planet 
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^ planet in the corner. At the bottom of th« 
hall hangs the famous crucifixion, for thd 
purpofe of doing which completely well, it 
is told that Giotto faftened up a teal man^ 
and juftly incurred the Pope's difpleafure, 
who coming one day unawares to fee his 
painter work, caught the unhappy wretch 
ftruggling in the clofet, and threatened im- 
mediately to fign the artift's death; who 
witlv Italian promptnefs ran to the pidure, 
and daubed it over with his brufh and co- 
lours ; — by this method obliging his fovereign 
to delay execution till the work was repaired, 
which no one but himfelf could finifli ; mean 
fime the man recovers of his wounds, and 
the tale ends, whether true or falfe, accord- 
ing to the hearer's wifh. 

The debtor's ftone at the oppofite end of 
the hall has likewife many entertaining 
ftories annexed to it : the bankrupt is obliged 
to fit there in prefence of his creditors and 
judges^ in a very difgraceful ftate ; aisd many 
accounts are told one, of the various effects fuch 
diftrefles have had on the mind : but fuicide 
is a crime rarely committed out of England, 
and the Italians look with juft horror on our 

people 
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people for bdug fo cafily incited to a fin, 
whick takes from him that commits it aU 
power and poffibility of repentance* 

A Frenchman whom I fent for once at 
Bath to drefs my hair, gave me an excellent; 
trait of hia own national chara<f}:er, fpeaking 
upon that fubjefk, when he meant to fatsriie 
corsi. " You have lived fome years in England, 
feiend, faid I, do you like it ? '* — " Mads non, 
madame, pas^ parfaitemcnt bien */' — '* You 
have- travelled much in Italy, do you like 
that better ?'*— " Ab,Dieu ne plaife, raadame, 
je naime gucres. mefBeurs les Italiens f,*'* 
^ What do they dp to make you hate them 
io ?'* — " Rfeia e^eft. que les Italiens fe tuent 
I'un Tantre' (replied the fellow), et les Angloi^ 
iie font laaplaifir de fetuer eux mefmes : pardi 
je ne me fens rien moins qu*un vrai gout 
pour eta gtiatLUeflea la, et j'aimeroi^ maeux 
m^ tJ?euver a ParU^p^yr rir^ un peti $•'* 

The 

♦ Wby no truly ma'^am, not much; 

t Oh, God forbid — no, I cannot endure thofe Italians. 

X Whyt. ically, the Italians have fuch a paffion foe 
murdering each pther, ma*am, and the Englifh fuch 
an oddf delight in killing themfelv^s, that I, who have 
acquired no tafle for fuch agreeable amufements, grow 

fomewhat 
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The Lucrezia Padovana, who has a monu- 
ment erected here in this juftice hall tq her 
memory, is the only inftance of felf-murder 
I have been told yet j and her's was a very 
glorious one, and neceffary to the preferva- 
tion of her honour, which was endangered 
by the magiftrate, who made that the barter 
for her hufband's life, in defence of which 
ihe was pleading; much like the ftory of 
Ifabella, Angelo, and Claudio, in Shake- 
fpear's Meafure for Meafure. This lady, 
whofe family name I have forgotten, ftabbed 
herfelf in prefence of the monfter who re- 
duced her to fuch neceffity^and by that means 
preferved her hufband's life, by fuddenly con- 
verting the heart of her hateful lover, who 
from that dreadful day devoted himfelf to 
penitence and prayer. 

The chaftity of the Patavian ladies is cele-* 
brated by fome old Latin poet, but I cannot 
recoUedl which. Lucrezia, however, was a 
Chriftian. I could not much regard the 
monument of Livy though, for looking at 

fomewhat impatient to return to Paris, and get a good 
laugh among my old acquaintance* 

her*$^ 
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her's, which attraded and detained my at- 
tention more particularly. 

The Univerfity of Padua is a noble infti- 
tution ; and thofe who have excelled among 
the ftudents, are recorded on tablets, for the 
moft part > brafs, hung round the walls, made 
venerable by their arms and characters. It 
was pleafing to fee fo many Britifti names 
among them — Scotchmen for the moft part; 
though I enquired in vain for the admirable 
Crichton. Sir Richard Blackmore was there, 
but not one native of France. We were 
fpiteful enough to fancy, that was the reafon 
that Abbd Richard fays nothing of the efta- 
blifhment. 

Bcfides the civilities fhewn us here by Mr. 
Bonaldi and his agreeable lady, Signora An- 
netta, we were recommended by letters from 
the Venetian refident at Milan, to Abate Toal- 
do, profeffor of aftronomy j who wifhed to do 
ftll in his power to oblige and entertain us. 
HS3 obfervatory is a good one; but the 
learned amiable fcholar, who refides in the 
firft floor of it, complained to us that he 
wats fickly, old, and poor ; thr^e bad quali- 
tications, as he obferved, for the amufement 
pf travellers, who commonly arrive hungry 
for novelty, and thirfty for information. 

His 
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His quadrant was very fin6, the pkii«tatitfin of 
orrery quite out of repair ; and his reference* 
of courfe were obliged to be made to a fort 
of map or chart of the heavenly bodies (a 
folar fyflem at leafl: with comets) tba,t hung 
up in his room aa a fubftitute. He had littk 
reverence for the petrefa^iona of Monte 
Bolca I perceived, which he confidered as 
mere lufus natura^ He feewed me pcx>f 
Petrarch^s tomb from hiss obfervatory, bid 
me look on Sir Ifaac's fuU-kngth picture ' in 
the room, and faid, the world would fee nd 
more fuch men* Of our Mafkelyne, how* 
ever, no man could fpeak with more eAeeni^ 
or expreflions of generous friendfhip* His 
fitting chamber was a pleafant oite j ami I 
ihould.not have left it fo foon, but in com* 
paffion to his healthy which our company 
was more likely to injure than affift. He afked 
me, if I did not iivA Fadua la dofta a very 
{linking nafty town?^ but added, that litera* 
ture.and dirt had long been intimately ac* 
quainted, and that this city was comi^pnly 
called among the Italians, *' PorcU.dc Padaai 
Padua the pig^JiyC'* 

Fire is fuppofed to be the grdateft purifier^ 
and Padua has gone through that operation 

twio« 
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twice completely, being burned the firft time 
by Attila j after which, Narfes the famous eu- 
nuch rebuilt and fettled it in the year 558, if my 
information is good : but after her protedor's 
death, the Longobards burned her again, 
and fhe lay in afhes till Charlemagne reftored 
hqr to more than original beauty. Under 
Otho Ihe, like many other cities of Italy, 
was governed by her own laws, . and re-* 
mained a republic till the year 1237, '^'hen 
fhe received the German yoke, . afterwards 
broken by the Scaligers ; nor was their trea- 
cherous affaffination followed by lefs than the 
lofs both of Verona and this city, which was 
found in poffeffion of the Emperor Maximi- 
lian fonpie years after : but when the State of 
Venice recovered their dominion over it in 
1409, they fortified it fo ftrongly that the 
confederate princes united in the league of 
Cambray affaulted it in vain. 
" Santa Giuftina's church is the mpft beau- 
tiful place of worfhip I have ever yet feen ; 
fo regularly, fo uniformly nobl6, uncrowded 
with figures too: the entrance ftrikes you^ 
with its fimjple grandeur, while the fmall 
chapels to the right and left hand are kept 
l^ack behind a colonade of pillars, and do not 
• Vol. I. L diftraa 
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diftra£k attention and create confufion of 
ideas, as do the numerous cupolas of St. An- 
thony's more magnificent but left pleafing 
ftrufliure. The high altar here at Santa Giuf- 
tina's church ftands at the end, and greatly 
increafes the efie^t on entering, which always 
fufFers when the length h broken. Nothing, 
however, is to be perfeft in this world, and 
Paul Veronefe's *fine view of the fuffering 
martyr has not fize enough for the place; 
and is befide crowded with fmall unconfe- 
quential figures, which cannot be diftin- 
guiflied at a diftance. Some carvings round 
the altar, reprefenting, in wooden bas-reliefs^ 
the hiftory of the Old and New Teftament, 
are admirable in their kind ; and I atn told 
that the organ on which Bertoni, a blind 
nephew of Ferdinand, our well-known com- 
pofer, played to entertain us, is one of the 
firft in Italy: but an ordinary inftrument 
would have charmed us had he touched it. 

» 

I muft not leave the Terra Firma, as th^ 
call it, without mentioning once more fonie 
of the animals it produces ; among which the 
afles are fo juftly renowned for their fize and 
beauty, that come un ajino di Padua is pro- 
verbial when fpeaking of ftrength among the 

Italkna ^ 
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Italians : how fliould it be otherwife, indeed, 
Ivhere every herb and every flirub breathes 
fragrance j and where the quantity is well as 
quality of ftieir food naturally fo increafes 
their milk^ that I fhould think fdme of theni 
might yield as much as an ordinary cow ? 

WheA I was at Genoa, I remember re^ 
liiatrking fbmething like this to Dodor Batt^ 
an Englifh phyfician fettled there j arid ex- 
j^refTed riiy iurprife that our confumptive 
country-folks, with whom the Italians never 
deatfe to reproach us, do not, when they 
donie here for health, rely much oil the be- 
neficial produce of thefe afTes for a curej 
Which, if it is haftened by their afliftance in 
our iiland, muft furely be performed much 
quicker in this. The anfwer would have been 
better recbllefted, I fancy, had it appeared 
to me more fatisfa£Eory 5 but he knew what 
he Was talking of, arid I did not j fo conclude 
he defpifed me accordingly, 

Thfe Carinthian bulls too, that 'do ill the 
lieavy work in this rich and heavy land, how 
wonderfully handfome they are 1 Such fym- 
ihetry and beauty have I never feen in any 
cattle, fcarcely in thofe of Derbyftiiire, where 
lb ttiuch attention has been beftbwed upon 

L 2 their 
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their breeding. The colour here is fo ele- 
gant; they are almoft all blue roans, like 
Lord Grofvenor's horfes in London, or thofe 
of the Duke of Ceftos at Milan : the horns 
longer, and much more finely fhaped, than 
thofe of our bulls, and white as polifhed 
ivory, tapering off to a point, with a bright 
black tip at the end, refembling an ermine's 
tail. As this creature is not a native, but 
only a neighbour of Italy, we will fay no 
more about him. 

A tranfplanted Hollander, carried thither 
originally from China, feems to thrive par- 
ticularly well in this part of the world}, 
the little pug dog, or Dutch maftifF, which 
our Englifh ladies were once fo fond of, that 
poor Garrick thought it worth his while to 
ridicule them for it in the famous dramatic 
fatire called Lethe, has quitted London for 
Padua, I perceive ; where he is reftored hap- 
pily to his former honours, and every car- 
riage I meet here has a pug in it. That 
breed of dogs is now fo near extirpated 
among us, that I recoiled only Lord Penryn 
who poffeffes fuch an animal ; and I doubt 
not but many of the under-claffes among 
brutes do in the fame manner extinguifh 
7 and 
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land revive by chance, caprice, or accident 
perpetually, through many trads of the in- 
habited world, fo as to remain out of fight in 
certain diftrifts for centuries together. 

This town, as Abbe Toaldo obferved, is 
old, and dirty, and melancholy-looking, in 
itfelf\ but Terence told us long ago, and 
truly, *^ that it was not the walls, but the 
company, made every place delightful :'* and 
thefe inhabitants, though few in number, are 
fo exceedingly cheerful, fo charming, their 
language is fo mellifluous, their manners fo 
foothingj I can fcarcely bear to leave them 
without tears. 

Verona was the firft place I felt relu<9:ance 
to quit J but the Venetian ftate certainly 
poflefTes 'uncommon, and to me almoft unac- 
countable, attraftions. Be that as it will, we 
leave thefe fweet Paduans to-morrow j the 
coach is difpofed of, and we are to fet out 
upon our watry journey to their wonder 
fuUyrfituated metropolis, or as they call \X 
prettily. La Bella Dominante^ 



La 
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VENICE. 

We went down the Brenta in ^ barge tha| 
brought us in eight hoprs to Venice, the firft 
jippearance of i?«hich revivecj aU the ideas 
infpired by Canaletti, whpfe yiews of this 
town are moft fcrupulouPy exa£t j thpfc 
efpecially which one fees at the Queen of 
{England's houfe in St, James's Park; to fudj 
^ degree indeed, that we knew all the fa? 
mpus towers, fteeples, &c. before we reached 
them. It was wonderfully entertaining to 
find thus realized all the pleafures that ex- 
cellent painter had given us fo m'any times 
reafon to expert; and I do believe that 
Venice, like other Italian beauties, yrill be 
obferved to poflefs features fo ftriking, fo 
prominent, and fo difcriminated, that her 
portrait, like theirs, will not be found diffi- 
cult to take, nor the impreffion fhe has once 
made eafy to erafe. Britifh charms captivate 
lefs powerfully, lefs certainly, lefs fu^denly ; 
but being of a fpfter fort, increafe upon ac- 
quaintance : 



/ 
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. quajntance j and after the connexion has 
continued for fome years, will be relinquifjieij 
with pain, pjerhaps even in exchange for 
warmer colouring and ftronger expreflion. 

St. Mark's Place, after all I had read and 
all I had heard of it, exceeded exped:ation : 
fuch a clufler of excellence, fuch a conftella- 
tion of artificial beauties, my mind had never 
ventured to excite the idea of within herfelf j 
though affifted with all the powers of doing 
fo which painters can beftow, and with all 
the advantages derived from verbal and writ- 

I ten defcription. It was half an hour before 

I could think of looking for the bronze horfes^ 
of which one has heard, fo much; and from 
which when one has once begun to look, 
there is no poffibility of withdrawing one's 
attention* The general efFed: produced by 

I fuch archite£ture, fuch painting, fuch pillars j 

illuminated as I faw them laft night by the 
moon at full, rifing out of the fea, produced 

^* an efFed like enchantment j and indeed the 

more than magical fweetnefs of Venetian 
manners, dialect, and addrefs, confirms one'§ 
notion, and realizes the fcenes laid by Fene-r 
|pn in their once tributary ifland of Cyprus? 
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The pole fet up as commemorative of thei* 
paft dominion over it, grieves one the more, 
•when every hour fliews how congenial that 
place muft have been to them, if every thing 
One reads of it has any foundation in truth. 

The Ducal palace is fo beautiful, it were 
worth while almoft to crofs the Alps to fee 
that, and return home again : and St. Mark's 
church, whofe Mofaic paintings on the out-r 
fide arc furpafled by no work of art, delights 
oiie no lefs on entering with its nymberlef^ 
rarities; .the flooring firft, which is all 
paved with precious ftones of the fecon4 ' 
rank, in fmall fquares, . not bigger than a^ 
playing card, and fometimes lefs, . By th9 
fecond r^nk in gems I mean, carnelion, 
agate, jafper, ferpentine, and verd antique j 
on which you place your feet without re7 
morfe, but not without a very odd fenfation^ 
when you find the ground undulated beneath 
them, to reprefent the waves of the fea, and 
perpetuate marine ideas, which prevail in 
every thing at Venice, We were not fhewn 
the treafury, and it was impoflible to get a 
fight of the manufcript in St, Mark's own 
hand-writing, carefully preferved here^ and 
juftly efteemed even beyond the jewels given. 
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Its votive offerings to his fhrine, which are of 
immenfe value. 

The pidures in the Doge's houfe are a 
magnificent colledion ; and the Noah's Ark 
by Baffano would doubtlefa afford an adual 
ftudy for natural hiftorians as well as 
painters, apd is confrdered as a model of per- 
feftion from which fucceeding artifts may 
learn to draw animal life : fcarcefy a creature 
can be recoUefled which has not its proper 
place in the picture ; but the penfive cat 
upon the fore-ground took moft of my at- 
tention, and held it away from the meeting 
pf the Pope and Doge by the other brother 
Baffano, who here proves that his pencil is 
not divefted of dignity, as the connoiffeurs 
fometimes tell us that he is. But it is not 
pne pi€bure, or two, or twenty, that feizea 
pne's mind here; it is the accumulation of 
various objeds, each worthy to detain it. 
Wonderful indeed, and fweetly-fatisfying 
to the intelleftual appetite, is the variety, the 
plenty of pleafures which ferve to enchain 
the imagination, and fafqinate the traveller's 
eye, keeping it ever on this little fpot ; for 
though I have heard fome of the inhabitants 
talk of its vaftnefs, it is fcarcely bigger than 

our 
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our Pojtmai) Square, I think, aot larger at 
the very moft than' Lincoln VInn-Fields, 

It is indee4 obfervable that fpw people 
know how to command a thing fo as to 
m^ke fheir prsifts enhance its value. One 
Jiearp a pretty woman not unfrequently ad- 
pjire4 for her wit^ a woman of talents won- 
dered at for hpr beauty ; while I can think on 
no realpn for fuph perverfion of language, 
iiplef$ it is that a fmall ihare of elegance wilj 
contend thpfe wjiofe delight is to hear decla^- 
jnatiorj ; arfd that the moft hackeyed fenti- 
inents will feem new, whpq uttered by a pair 
of rofy lips, and feconded by the e^reflion 
of eyes frpm which every thing may be ex-p 
pefted. / 

To return to St. Mark's Place, whence wc 
Ixyve never Jirayed : I muft mention thofe 
pi£(ure$ which repref^nt his n[iig^le8, ^i>d the 
carrying h^s body away fronr Alexandria ; 
events att^fted fo as tp bring them credit 
from many wife men, and which have more 
authenticity of their truth, than many ftories 
told one up ?nd down here. So great is the 
dpvotion of the cpmmon people here to their 
tutelar faint, that when they cry oyt, a$ we 
4o 0^4 Engla^n4 for ^v^r ! they do not fay. 
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f^iva Venecia ! but Viva San Marco! And 
J doubt much if that was not ofice thp 
vfsfy with tfs j in prjije of Shals:efpjeajr's plays 
^n ejcpirin^ p^ncp beipg ppv fp givie ^U 
]up for gone, is apimated by his fon in thpfc 
words, " . fourage father^ cry St. Qcorgc /'' 

We bad an oppojtunif:y pf f^ing ^h day 
pelebrated wifh ^ very granji propeffion thp 
ptljer mornifig, 4pril 23, wbpn a liye boy 
perfonated the hero pf tl>e fliQw; but f§(p 
ib ftilji upon \\\% p^^nted pourfpf, t)iat jt wa? 
Jong before I ppricpjypd him to bf e^the. Thp 
ftreets were vaftly crowded with fpeftatprs, 
that in every place ipake thp principal pa^ 
pf xhtJ^eSl^ck. 

It is odd that a cuftom whicl^ ix\ contem- 
plation feem? fq unlikely to ple^fe, fhoul^ 
when put in pr^jftice appear highly neceflary^ 
and prpduiSive of an effect which can he 
pbtained no other way. Were the houfes in 
Parliament Street tP hang d^ra^flf curt^in?^ 
worked carpet?, pipcps of yariqus coloured 
filks, ivith fringe or lace round them, out of 
every winciqw whep the King of England 
goes to the I^qi^le, with numberlefs well- 
dreffed laldies leaning out to fee hini pafs, \t 
^puld give pnp zjx i^ea of the cpntinent^ 

4 towns 
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towns upon a gala day* But our people 
would be apt to cry out, Monmouth Street ! 
and look alhamed if their neighbours faw the 
lame deckerwork counterpane or crimfon 
curtain produced at Eafter, which made a 
figure at Chriftmas the December before ; fo 
that no end would be put to expence in our 
country, were fuch a fancy to take place. 
The rainy weather befide would fpoil all our 
finery at once; and b^c^ though it is ftill 
cold enough to be fure, and the women wear 
fattins, yet ftill one fhivers over a bad fire 
only becaufe there is no place to walk ancj 
warm one's felf ; for I have not feen a drop 
of rain. • The truth is, this town cannot be a 
wholefome one, for there is fcarcely a pofli^ 
bility of taking exercife ; nor have I been 
once able to circulate my blood by motion 
fince our arrival, except perhaps by climbing 
the beautiful tower which ftands (as every 
thing elfe does) in St. Mark's Place. And 
you may drive a garden-chair up tbaty £o 
eafy is the afcent, fo broad and luminous the 
way. From the top is prefented to one^s 
light the moft ftriking of all profpeds, wata: 
bounded by land — not land by water. — The 
curious and elegant iflets upon which, and 

intQ 
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into which, the piles of Venice are driven, 
exhibiting clufters of houfes, churches, palaces, 
every thing — ftarted up in the midft of the 
fea, fo as to excite amazement. 

Hht the horfes have not been ipoken of, 
though one pair drew Apollo's car at Delphos. 
The other, which we call modern, and laugh 
while we call them fo, were made however 
before the days of Conftantine the Great* 
They are of bright yellow brafs, not black 
bronze, as I expeded to find them, and grace 
the glorious church I am never weary of ad- 
miring; where I went one day on purpofe 
to find out the red marble on which Pope 
Alexander III. fate, and placed his foot upoa 
the neck of the Emperor : the ftone has this 
infcription half legible round it, S^upcr 
afpidem et haftlifcum amhulabis *. How does 
this lovely Piazza di San Marco render a. 
newly-arrived fpedator breathlefs with de- 
light ! while not a Ipan of it is unoccupied 
by adual beauty ; though the whole appears 
uncrowded, as in the works of nature, not of 
art. 

. It was upon the day appointed for making 
a new chancellor, however, that one ought 

♦ Thou ihalt tread on the afp and the bafih'ik. 

to 



/ 



i^ 6BS£RVAtlbNS IK A 

to hav6 looked at this lovely city; wBetf 
every fliop, adorned with its own peculiai^ 
produce, was difpofed to hail the pafiagcf 
of its favouritej in a/ manner fo lively, fd 
luxuriant, and at the fame tiitae fo tafteful — > 
there's no tellmg. Milliners crowned the 
new dignitary's pi£hire with flowers, whil6 
columns of gatize, twiAed round with rib* 
band, in the moft elegant ityle, ftfpported 
tlie figure on each fide, and made the pretti- 
cft appearance poffible. The furrier formed 
his fkins into reprefentations of the animal 
they had once belonged to ; fo the lion was 
feen d^ndfmg the kid at one door, whife thd 
fbx flbod' ebiirting a badger out of his hol^ 
dt tlie other. The poulterers and fruiterers 
were by many tliou'ght the moft beautiful 
Aiopis in town, from the variety of fancies 
Afplayed' in the difpofal of their goods j an^ 
I admired at the truly Italian ingenuity of aC 
guhfmith, who had found the art of turning 
his ihftruments of terror into objeflff of de- 
light, by his judicious manner of placing 
and arranging them. Every fhop was illu- 
minated with a large glafs chandelier before 
it, befides the Wax: caiidles and colbured 
lamps interfperfed atoong the ornaments 

within< 
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vrlthin* The fenators have much the appear-* 
ance of our lawyers going robed to Weft- 
minfter Hall, but the gentiluomini^ as they 
are called, wear red drefles, and remind me 
of the Dodors of the ecclefiaftical courts in 

Doctors Commons. 

> 

It is obfervable that all long r6bes denote 
peaceful occupations, and that the fhort cut 
coat is the emblem x)f a military pt*ofeflion, 
once the difgrace of humanity, now unfor- 
tunately become its falfe and cruel pride. 

When the enemies of Ring David meant 
to declare war againft him, they cut thef 
fkirts of his ambafladbr*s clotKes off, to fhew 
him he muft prepare for battle; and the 
Orientals ftill confider • fhort cjrefles as a dif- . 
gfaceful preparation fpr hoftile jpi'oceedings^; 
nor could any thing have reconcilfed Europe 
tt> t1i6 ciiftom, except our horror of Turkillx 
manners, and defirc of being diftinguifliedf 
from the Saracens at the time of the Holy^ 
tV^.ar. 

I have faid nothing yet about the gon-» 
dolas, which every body knows are blacky 
and give an air of melancholy at flrf!; fight, 

yet are nothing lefs than forirowful j it is like 

painting; 
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painting the lively Mrs. Cholmondeley iii 
the charafter of Milton's 

Penfive Nun> devout and pure. 
Sober, liedfaft, and demure— 

As I once faw her drawn by a famous hand^ 
Xo fhew a Venetian lady in her gondola and 
zendaletto, which is black like the gondola, 
but wholly calculated like that for the pur- 
pofes of refined gallantry. So is the nightly 
rendezvous, the cofFee-houfe, and cafino ; for 
whilft Palladio's palaces ferve to adorn the 
grand canal, and ftrike thofe who enter 
Venice with furprife at its magnificence; 
thofe fnug retreats are intended for the relax- 
ation of thofe who inhabit the more fplendid 
apartments, and are fatigued with exertions 
of dignity, and neceflity of no fmall ex- 
pence. They breathe the true Ipirit of our 
luxurious Lady Mary, who probably learned 
it here, or of the ftill more diflblute Turks, 
our prefent neighbours; who would have 
thought not unworthy a Tefta Veneziana, 
her famous ftanza, beginning, 

But when the long hours of public are paft, 
And we meet with champagne and a chicken at laft. 

Surely 
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Surely fhe had then prefent to her warm 
imagination a favourite Cafino in the Piazza 
8t. Marcdi That her learned and highly- 
accomplifhed fon imbibed her tafte and talents 
for fenfual delights, has been long known 
in England ; it is not fo perhaps that there 
is a fliowy monument eredted to his me- 
mory at Padua, fetting forth his variety and 
comp^fs of knowledge in a long Latin in- 
fcription. The good old monk who fhewed 
it me feemed generoufly and reafonably 
ihocked, that fuch a man ftiould at laft expire 
with fomewhat more firm perfuafions of the 
truth of the Mahometan religion than any 
other ; but that he doubted greatly of all, and 
had not for many years profefled himfelf a 
Chriftian of any fedi or denomination what-* 
ever* 

So have I ieen fome youtfc let out^ 

Half Proteftant, halfPapift; 
And wand'ring long the world about. 
Some new religion to find out, 

Turn Infidel or Atheift. 

We have been told much of the fufpicious 
temper of Venetian laws ; and have heard 
often that every difcourfe is fuffered, except 
fuch as tends to political converfation, in this 

VaL. L M city j • 



t6t OBSERVATIONS IN A 

city ; and tliat whAtevcx nobleman, native 
of Venice, ^ feen fpeaking familiarly with a 
foreign minifter, tuns a rifque of puni£b- 
m^nta too terrible to be tbought on« 

How hr that mannei; of proceeding may 
be wife or juft, I know not ; certain it is that 
they have prefefved their laws inviolate,, 
their dty unattempfed, and their republic re- 
fped^ble, through all the concuffions that have 
ihaken the reft of Europe* Surrounded by 
envious powers, it becomes them to be vigi- 
lant ; confcious of the value of their uncon- 
quered (bte, it is no wonder that they love 
her ; and furely the true jimor Patria never 
glowed more warmly in old Roman l^ofoms 
than in theirs, who draw, as many families 
here do, their pedigree from the confuls of 
the Commonwealth. Love without jealoufy 
is feldpm to be met with, efpecially in thefe 
warm climates-r-let us then permit them to 
be jealous of a conftitution which alt the 
other ftates of Italy look on with envy not 
unmixed with malice, and propagate ftrange 
ftories to its diiadvantage. 

That fufpicion fhould be concealed under 
the raalk of gaiety is neither very new nor 
very flrange: the reign of our Charles. the 

Second 
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Stcond \^2M* e€fffally femous for plots, per- 
JQlrie$^ ^n'd crutel chaftifetnents, as for wanton 
lei^ity^ ailii indecent frolics: but here at 
V^ftic^ there aire no unpermitted frolics; 
hci* niters lo^fe to fee her gay and cheerful ; 
they are the fathers of their country, and if 

• 

they mdulg^j take care not to ^oil her. 

With regard to common chat, I have heard 
lAany a liberal and eloquent difquifition upon 
the ftate of Europe in general, and of Venice 
in particular, from feveral agreeable friends 
at their own Caiino, who did not appear to 
have more fears upon them than myfelf, 
and^ I know not why they fhould* Che- 
valier E'mo. is defefvedly a favourite with 
them^ and> vi^e ufed to talk whole evenings of 
him and of Gifneral Elliott} the bombarding 
of Tunis, aind* defence of Gibraltar. The 
newa-papei'd fpbke of fome fireworks exhi- 
bited in Etiglaiid in honour of their hero ; 
they W€re'**^vtaymcnt'j'^x dt joy^^ ^^id an 
agrieeable Venetian j they were not: feux d* 

The deep fecrecy of their councils, ho w- 
cter^, and unrelentitig fte^dinefs of tfeeir re- 
fdltltidns^ caiinot^bcrbettef explained than by 
t<Hifig ar little ftbry; v^Jiich will illuftrate the 

M 2 private 
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private virtue as well as the public authority 
of thefe extraordinary people ; for though 
the talc is now in abler hands (ititending, as 
I am told, to form a tragedy upon its bafis)^ 
the fummary may ferve to adorn my little 
work ; as a landfcape painter refufes not to 
throw the ftory of Phaeton's petition for 
Apollo's car into his pidure, for the purpofe 
of illuminating the back ground, though Ovid 
has written the ftory and Titian has paint- 
ed it« 

Some years ago then^ perhaps a hundred^ 
otie of the many fpies who ply this town by 
night, ran to the ftate inquifitor, with in- 
formation that fuch a nobleman (naming 
him) had connedions with the French am- 
baflador, and went privately to his houfe 
every night at a certain hour* The me^er^ 
grando^ as they call him, could not believe^ 
nor would proceed, without better and 
ftronger proof, againft a man for whom he 
had an intimate perfonal friendfhip, and on 
whofe virtue he counted with very particular 
reliance. Another fpy was therefore fet, and 
brought ^ back the fame intelligence, adding 
the defcription of his difguife : on which the 
worthy magiftrate put on his maik and 

bauta^ 
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bauta, and went out himfelf ; when his eyes 
confirming the report of his informants, and 
the reflection oh his duty ftifling all remorfe, 
he fent publicly for Fofcarini in the morn- 
ing, whom the populace attended all weep- 
ing to his door- 
Nothing but refolute denial of the crime 
alleged could however be forced from the 
firm-minded citizen^ who, fenfible of the diC? 
covery, prepared for that punifliment he 
knew to be inevitable, and fubmitted to the 
fate his friend was obliged to inflidt : no lefs 
than a dungeon for life, that dungeon fo 
horrible that I have heard Mr. Howard wasf 
not permitted to fee it. 

The people lamented, but their lament- 
ations w^re vain. Themagiftrate who con^ 
demned him never recovered the flxock: 
but Fofcarini was heard of no more, till an 
old lady died forty years after in Paris, whofe 
laft confeffion declared fhe was vifited with 
amorous intentions by a nobleman of Venice 
whofe name fhe never knew, while fhe re- 
fided there as companion to the ambalTadrefs. 
So was Fofcarini lofl ! fo died he a martyr 
to love, and tendernefs for female reputa- 
tion ! Is it not therefore a flory fit to be 

M 3 celebrated 
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celebrated by that lady's pen, who has cho? 
fen it as the bafis of her future tragedy i^^ 
But I will anticipate no further 

Well ! this is the firft pli|ce I have fe«a 
M^hich has been capable in any degree of job-r 
literating the idea of Genoa I4 fuperba, which 
has till now purfued me, nor ?ould the ^00- 
my dignity of the cathedral at MiUii, or the 
ftriking view of the aren^ at YeroM, jaor tho 
Sala de Giuftizia at lettered P^dufi, btsufii 
her beautiful image from my. miad : nor can 
I now acknowledge without (hame, that I 
have ceafed to regret the mountains, the 
chefnut groves, and flantiAg Of0«ge trees, 
which climbed my chapib(?r wi^dOw (ben^ 
and at fbu time too ! whe^ 

Young- cy'd Spring profufely throws 
From her green lap the pink and rofe. 

But whoever fees 3t, M^rk*s Place lighted 
up of an evening, ^dornec) with every ejc-^ 
cellence of human art, and preg^uipt with 
pleafure, exprefled by inteUigei^t eoynte^ 
nances fparkling with eyery grace of nature ; 
the fea wafliing its waljs, the moon-^beam^ 
dancing on its fubjugated wave?, fpqrt and 
laughter rcfounding fropj the fogeerhoufej, 

girl* 
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girk with guitars Ikipping about the fquare, 
ma&s and merry- makers finging as they pafs 
you, unlefs a barge with a bind of mufic is 
heard at fome diftance upon the water, and 
calls attention to founds made fweeter by 
the element over which they are brought-—" 
whoever is led fuddenly I fay to this fcenc of 
feemingly perennial gaiety, will be jipt to 
cry out of Venice, as Eve fays to A^^n? i» 
Milton, 

With thee converfing 1 forget all time, 
AU/eafojfs, and their change — all pleafe alike^ 

For it is fure thfere are in this town many 
aftonifhing privations of all that are ufed to 
make other placies delightful : ind as poor 
Omai the lavage faid, when about to 
return to Otaheite-^JVb boffe there ! no afs ! 
no cow^ no golden pippins ^ no dijh of tea I — Abf 
mijfey ! I go without every thing — / always fo 
content there though. 

It is really juft fo one lives at this lovely 
Venice: one has heard of a hprfe being 
exhibited for a (how there, and yefterday I 
watched the poor people paying a penny a^ 
piece for the light of a Jiuffed one^ and am 
more than perfuaded of the truth of what 

M 4 J am 
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J -am told here, That numberlefs inhabitants 
live and die in this great capital, nor evet 
find out or think of enquiring how the milk 
brought from Terra Firma is originally pro- 
duced. When fuch fancies crofs me I wifli 
to exclaim, Ah, happy England ! whence ig- 
norance is banifhed by the diflfufion of lite-r 
rat u re, and narrownefs of notions is ridiculed 
even in the loweft clafs pf life. Candour 
muft however confefs, that while the ppfleflbr 
pf a Northern coal-piipe riots in that variety 
of adulation which talent? deferve apd riches 
contrive to obtain, thofe who labour in it 
are often natives of the difmal region ; where 
many have been known to be born, and 
work, and die, without having ever feen the 
ftin, or other light than fuch as a candle can 
beftow. Let fuch dark recolledions give 
place to more cheerful imagery. 

We have juft now been carried to fe^ the 
fo juftly- renowned arfenal, and unluckily 
mifled the Ihip-launch we went thither chiefly 
ti3 fee. It. is no great matter though! one 
comes to Italy to look at buildings,' ftatues, 
pidures, people ! The fhips and guna of 
England have been fuch as fupported hei: 
greatnefs, eftablifhed her dominion, and ex-f 

tended 
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tended her commerce in fucB a manner as 
to excite the admiration and terror of Eu- 
rope, whofc kingdoms vainly as perfidioufly 
combined with her own colonies againfl: 
that power which they maintained, in fpite of 
the united efforts of half the globe. I fhall 
hardly fee finer fliips and guns till I go home' 
again, though the keeping all together on one 
ifland fo— that iiland walled in too com*- 
pletely with only a fingle door to come in 
gind out at-— is a conftrudion of peculiar hap- 
pinefs and convenience; while dock, ar- 
moury, rope-walk, all is contained in this 
ipace, exactly two miles round I think. 

What pleafed me heft, befides the whdcy 
which is beft worth being pleafed with, was 
the fmall arms : there are fo many Turkifh 
ihftruments of deftrudion among them quite? 
new to me, and the picture commemorating - 
jhe cruel death of their noble gallant leader 
Bragadin, fo inhumanly treated by the Sa- 
racens in 1 57 1. With infinite gratitude to 
his amiable defcendant, who fhewed me un- 
merited cfvility, dining with us often, and 
inviting us to his houfe, &c. I leave this re- 
pofitory of the Republic's ftores with one 
pbfervation, That however fufpicious the Ve- 
netians 
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ttetians are faid to be, I found it much niore 
eafy for Englifhmen to lode over their dock9» 
than for a foreigner to find his way into purs. 

Another refledion occurs on examination 
of this fpot ; it is, that the renown attached 
to it in general converfation, is a proof that 
the world prefers convenience to fplendour ; for 
here are no fuperflupus ornaments, and I am 
apt to think many go away from it praifing 
beauties by which they have been but little 
ftruck, and utilities they have but little un- 
derftood. 

From this Ihow you are commonly carried 
to the glafs manufa<^ory at Murano; once 
the retreat of piety and freedom, when the 
Altinati fled the fury of the Huns : a beauti- 
ful fpot it is, and delightfully as oddly fitu- 
ated ; but thefe are gems which inlay the boftm 
of the 4^epy a^ Milton fays-^ — and this perhaps, 
the prettieft among them, is walked over by 
travellers with that curiofity which is natu- 
rally excited, in one perfon by the veneration 
of religious antiquity; in another, by the 
attention juftly claimed by human induftry 
and art. Here may be feen a valuable library 
of books, and here may be feen glafles of 
all colours, all forts, and all prices, I believe ; 

but 
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but T^^oever has looked much upon the 
London work in this way, will not be eafiljr 
dazzled by the luftre of Venetian cryftal ; 
and whoever has feen the Paris mirrors, will 
qiot be aftoniflied at any breadth into which: 
glafs can be fpread. 

We will return to Venice, the view of 
which from the Zueca, a word contra^ed^ 
from Oiudecca, as I am told, would invite 
one never more to ftray from it— farther at 
lieaft than to St. George's church, on another 
little oppofite ifland, whence the profped ia 
furely wonderful ; and one fits longing for a 
pencil to repeat what has been fo often ex* 
quifiteiy painted by Canaletti, jufl as foolifhly 
as one fnatches up a pen to tell what has 
been fo much better told already by Dodor 
Moore. It was to this church I was (ent, 
however, for the purpofe of feeing a famous 
pidure painted by Paul Veronefe, of thb 
marriage at Cana in Galilee — where our Sa- 
viour s firft miracle was performed ; in which 
immenie work the artift is well known to 
have commemorated his own likenefs, and 
that of many of his family, which adds value 
to the piece, when we confxder it as a col- 
U^ion of p&rtiaita, befidea the hiilory it 

reprefents.. 
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reprefents. When we arrived, the pidure 
was kept in a refedory belonging to friars 
(of \/rtiat order I have^' forgotten), and no 
woman could be admitted. My difappoint- 
ment was fo great that I was deprived even of 
the powers of felicitation by the extreme ill- 
humour it occafioned j and my few intreaties 
for admiffion were completely difregarded 
by the good old monk, who remained outfide 
with me, while the gentlemen vifited the 
convent without moleftation. At my return 
to Venice I met little comfort, as every body 
told me it was my own fault, for I might 
put on men's clothes and fee it whenever I 
pleafed, as nobody then would flop, though 
perhaps all of them would know me. 

If fuch flight gratifications however as 
feeing a favourite pidure, can be purchafed 
no cheaper than by violating truth in one's* 
own perfon, and encouraging the violation 
of it in others, it were better furely die 
without having ever procured to one's felf 
fuch frivolous enjoyments; and I hope al-^ 
ways to rejeiSi the temptation of deceiving 
miftaken piety, or infulting harmlefs error. 

But it is almoft time to talk of the Rialto, 
fjiid to be the fineft fingle arch in Europe, 

and 
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and I fuppofe it is fo ; very beautiful too 
when looked on from the water, but fo 
dirtily kept, and deformed with mean fhops, 
that paffing over it, difguft gets the better 
of every other fenfation* The truth is, our 
dear Venetians are nothing lefs than cleanly j 
St. Mark*s Place is all covered over in a 
morning with chicken-coops, v^hich (link one 
to death ; * as nobody I believe thinks of 
changing their balkets : and all about the 
Ducal palace is made fo very ofFenfive by 
the refort of human creatures for every pur- 
jpbfe moft unworthy of fo charming a plaqe, 
that all enjoyment of its beauties is rendered 
difficult to a perfon of any delicacy ; and 
poifoned fo provokingly, that I do never ceafe 
to wonder that fo little police and proper 
regulation are eftablifhed in a city fo particu- 
larly lovely, to render her fweet and whole- 
Ibme. It Was al the Rialto that'the firft ftone 
of this fkir town was laid, upon the twenty- 
fifth of March, as I am told here, with ideal 
reference to the vernal equinox, the moment 
^hen philofophers have ftippofed that the ftm 
firft fhone upon our earth, and whien Chrif- 
tians believe that the redemption of it was 
firft announced to b€r within whofe womb 
it was conceived. 

The 
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The name of Fenict has been varioulb|^ 
accounted for; but I bdieve omr ordinary 
people in England are neareft to the righr^ 
%ho call it Venu^ in their common difcourfe j 
as that goddefs was, like her beft beloYed feat 
of refidence, born of the fca^s Kght froth, 
according to old fabler, and partook of her 
native element, the gay and gentle, not 
rough and boifteroiisr qualities. It is faid too, 
and I fear with too much truth, that there 
are in this town forae permitted profeflbrs of 
the inveigling arts, who ftill continue to dry 
Veni etiam^ as their anceflors did when fly-^ 
ing from the Goths they fought thefe fands 
for refuge, and gave their lion wings. Tilt 
once well . fixed, they kindly caHe J their 
continental neighbours round to (hare their 
liberty, and to accept that happinefs they 
were willing Ao beftow and to diflTufe ; and 
from this call — this Vem etiam it is, that the 
learned men among, them derive the word" 
Venetia. 

I haive alked feveral friends about the trutb* 
of what one has beea always hearing of in'r 
England, that the Venetian gondoliers fing; 
Taflb and Ariofto's verfes in the ftrcets ar 
night; fometimes quarrelling^ wkb eachi 

other 
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Other concerning the merit of their £ivourite 
poets; but what I have been told (ince I 
came here^ of their attachment to their 
re^e^ive matters, and fecrecy when trufted 
by them in love affairs, feems far more 
jprobable ; as they are proud to excefs when 
they ferve a nobleman of high birth, and 
will tell you with an air of importance, that 
the houfe of Memmo, Monfenigo, or Grat- 
terola, has been ferved by their anceftors for 
thefe eighty or perhaps a hundred years; 
tranfmitting family pride thus from gene- 
ration to generation ; even when that pride 
is but refle<fied only like the mock rainbow 
of a fummer fky.— But harkl while I am 
writing this peevifli refledion in my room, I 
hear fome voices under my window anfwer- 
ing each other upon the Grand CanaU It is, it 
is the gondolieri fure enough ; they^ are at this 
moment fmging to an odd fort of tune, but 
in no unmufical manner, the flight of £rmi« 
nia from Taffo's Jerufalenu Oh, how pretty ! 
how pleafmg ! This wonderful city realizes 
the moft romantic ideas ever formed of it, 
tjad defies imagination to efcape her various 
go^^ers of enflaving itr 

Apropol 
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Apropos to finging j — wet were thh evemog 
carried to a iwcellrfcaQwn conlgrva^ory CftUff^ 
the Mendicant! ; who perfprmed an or^gfjlp 
in the church with great, . and I dare ^fe^ 
deferved applaufe. It was difficult fof n^e to 
perfuade myfelf that all the , perfornpej:;? wei;e 
women, till, watching carefully, our qy^ (joiij- 
vinced us, as they were but fligjitly grpted* 
The fight of girls, however, handling, the 
double bafs, and blowing into the baiToop^ 
did not nauch pleafe me ; and the deep-tp^jMi 
voice of her who fung the part of Saul, 
feemed an odd unnatural thing enou^i 
What I found moft curious and pretty, was^ to 
hear Latin verfes^ of the old Leonine race 
broken into eight and fix, and fung . in 
rhyme by thefe women, as if th^y were aiffriOf 
Metaftafio ; all in their dulcified pronuacj^- 
tion too, for the patois runs equally through 
every language when fpoken by a Vene- 
tian. '« y- 

Well ! thefe pretty fyrens Were ddi^hted 
to feize upon us, and jH-eiTed our vifit totSwSt 
parlour with. a fweetnefs that I knpifr^ ii^ 
who would have relifted. We had no ^tich 
intent; and amply did their performance 

. wpay 
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ftf^Y my curiofiiy, for vifiting Venetiaa 
beauties, fo juftly celebrated fpr their feducing 
Qumners and foft addrefs. They accom- 
panied their voices with the forte-piano, and 
fung a thoufand bufib fongs, with all that 
gay voluptuoufnefs for which their country 
is renowned. 

The fchool, however, is running to ruin 
apace ; and perhaps the conduct of the mar- 
ried women here may contribute to make 
fuch confervatorios ulelefs and negleded. 

When the Duchefs of Montefpan alked 
the famous Louifon D^Arquien, by way of 
infult, as fhe prefled too near her, " Comment 
alloit le metier * ?*' " Depuis que les dames 
s*en melenty^ (replied the courtefan with no 
improper fpirit,) " il ne vaut plus rien f .'* 
It may be thefe fyrens have fufFered in the 
iame caufe ; I thought the ardency of their 
manners an additional proof of their hunger 
for frefli prey. 

Will Naples, the original feat of Ulyfles's 
feducers, fliew us any thing ftronger than 
this ? I hardly expedt or wifh it. The ftate 

• How goes the profeffion ? 

f Why fiace the quality has taken to it ma'am, it 
brings us in very little indeed. 

Vol. I. N of 
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of mufic in Italy, if one may believe thofe 
who ought to know it beft, is not what it 
was. The manner of Jinging is much 
changed, I am told; and fome afFeiftations 
have been fufFered to encroach upon their 
natural graces. Among the perfons who 
exhibited their talents at the Countefs of Ro-^ 
fenberg's laft week, our country-woman's 
performance was moft applauded j but when 
I name Lady Clarges, no one will wonder. 

It is faid that painting is now but little 
cultivated among them; Rome will however 
be the place for fuch enquiries. Angelica 
Kauffman being fettled there, feems a proof 
of their tafte for living merit; and if one 
thing more than another evinces Italian 
candour and true good-nature, it is perhaps 
their generous willingnefs to ke ever happy 
in acknowledging foreign excellence, and 
their delight in bringing forward the eminent 
qualities of every other nation; never info* 
lently vaunting or bragging of their own. 
Unlike to this is the national fpirit and con- 
fined ideas of perfedlion inherent in a Gallic 
mind, whofe fole politenefs is an appUquh 
ftuck upon the coat, but never embroidered 

into it* 
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The obfervation made here laft night by a 
Pariiian lady, gave me a proof of this I 
litfle wanted* We met at the Cafino of the 
Senator Angelo Quiritii, where a fort of 
Ikerary coterie aiTemble every evening, and 
form a fbciety fo inftrudive and amullng, fo 
fore to be filled with the firft company in 
Venite, and fo hdfpitably open to all tra- 
vena's of character, that nothing can no^ 
be to me a higher intdledual gratification 
than my a,dmittance amohg them; as ift 
future no place will ever be recolleiled with 
more pleafure, no hours with more gratitude, 
dian tbofe pailed moft delightfully by me ia 
that moil agreeable apartment. 

I expreffed to the French lady my admi- 
ration of St. Mark's Place* " Ceji que voui 
nav€% jamais vue la fbirc St. Ovide^'' faid 
ihe } ^^je vous affure que celafurpajfe heaucoup 
ces triftes palms qu^on vantetant *." And this 
cmld only have been arrogance, for fhe was 
a very fenfible and a very accomplifhed wo- 
man ; and when talked to about the literary 

♦ You admire it, fays (he, only becaufe you never 
faw the fair at St. Ovid's in Paris ; I affure you there is 
no comparifon between thofe gay illuminations and thef<p 
difn)al palaces the Venetians are fo fond of. 

N z inerits 
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merits of her own countrymen, fpoke witb 
great acutenefs and judgments 

. General knowledge, however^ it muf^be 
ccmfcfled (meaning that general flock i^^ 
every one recurs to for the. coromon iot^j 
courfe of converiation)^ will beifoufuLmpiite 
frequently in France, than even in Englaa4^l 
where, though all cultivate, the arts of ta|ile 
eloquence and affemhly-room rhetoric, few^ 
from taerc fliynefs, venture to gathtr in the 
profits of their plentiful harvefl ; but rather 
cloud their countenances with mock im- 
portance, while their hearts feel no hope beat 
higher in them, than the humble one of 
efcaping without being ridiculed ; or than 
in Italy, where nobody dreams o^ ciUtivating 
converfation at all — as dn aft; or fludie&for 
any other than the natural reafon, of inform^ 
ing or diverting themfelves, without the n^io^ 
diilant idea of gaining admiration, or fhitt*. 
ing in company, by the quantity of fcie4;i€^ 
they have accumulated in folitude* . JH^rf^ 
no man lies awake in the night for vexatipa 
that he miffed recoUeding the laft line of ^ 
Latin epigram till the moment of applicatioa 
was loft J nor aay lady changes colour with 
trepidation at the feverity vifible in her huf^ 

band's 
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band's countenance when the chickens are 
over-roafted, or the ice-creams melt with 
the room's exceflive heat. 

Atiibng the noble Senators of Venice, 
liieantfme,' many good fcholars, many Bdfcs 
L'etires cbhverfers, and what is more vahi- 
aBW^ ritaiiy thinking men, may be found,' ^slhd 
fctond hburly, who employ their powers 
Whblly in cire for the ftate ; and make their 
pleafure, fifce true patriots, out of her fh^ 
Kctty. The ladies indeed appear to ftudy but 
'6ne fcience j 

And where the leffpn taught 

Is but to pleafe, can pleafure fecm a fault? 

Like all fenfualifts, however, they fail of the 
eiid propofed, from hurry to obtain it j and 
ei^hfihne thofe charms which alone can pro- 
ctite them continuance or change of admirers; 
Aey injure their health too irreparably, and 
thdf in their earKeft yOiith j for few remain 
liiteiarried till fifteen, and at thirty have a 
wkh and faded look. On ne goufe pas fes 
plaifirs icy^ on les avale *, faid Madame la 
Prefidente yefterday, very judicioufly ; yet it 

• They do not tafte their pteafurcs here, they fwallpw 
tjiem whole. 

^^' ' ■ XT ^ * 

N 3 18 
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Js only fpeakijig popularly that one can be 
fuppofed to mean, what however no one 
much refufes to aflert, that the Venetian 
ladic3 are amoroufly inclined ; the truth b, 
no check being put upon incIinatioDi eaqh 
a&s according to immediate impulfe^ aa^ 
there are more devotees, perhaps ^nd more 
doating mothers at Venice than any w^r^e . 
dfe, for the fame reafoa as there are mpr^ 
females who pradlife gallantry, only becaufe 
there are more women there who do their 
own way^ and follow unreftrained where 
paffion, appetite, or imagination lead them. 

To try Venetian dames by Englifh rules, 
would be worfe than all the tyranny com- 
plained of when fome Eaft Indian W4f 
condemned upon the Coventry adt for flitting 
his wife's nofe ; a common practice in bis 
country, and perfeftly agreeable to cufton) 
and the ufage du pays. Here is no ftruggle 
for female education as with us, no re- 
fources in ftudy, no duties of family-manage- 
ment ; no bill of fare to be looked over in 
the morning, no account- book to be fettled 
at noon ; no neceflity of reading, to fupply 
without difgrace the evening's chat; no 
laughing at the card-table, or tittering in the 

corner 
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corner if a la^s lingua has produced a 
iniftake, which malice never fails to record. 
A lad^ in Italy \^ fure of applaufe, fo fhe 
takes little pains to obtain k. A Venetian 
lady has in particular fo fweet a manner na- 
tnH^lly, that (he really charms without any 
fettled intent to do fo, merely from that irre- 
fiftible good-humour and mellifluous tone of 
voice which feize the foul, and detain it 
in defpite of Juno-'like majefty, or Minerva- 
like wit. Nor ever was there prince or 
fhepherd, Paris I think was both, who 
would not have beftowed his apple here. 

Mean while my countryman Howel la- 
ments that the women at Venice are fo little. 
But why fo ? the diminutive progeny of VuU 
cafi^ the Cahirsy myfterioufly adored of old, 
were of a fize below that of the leaft living 
Woman, if we believe Herodotus ; and they 
Were wdrfhipped with more conftant as well 
as more fervent devotion, than the fymme- 
trical goddefs of Beauty herfelf. 

A cuftom which prevails here, of wearing 
little or no rouge, and increafing the native 
falenefs of their fkins, by fcarce lightly 
wiping the very white powder from their 
faces, is a method no Frenchwoman of 

N 4 quality 
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quikUty would Jdike to adopt ; > yet £itrely fihe 
VjometiaoB are not behmd^hand ia the ait ^ 
gaimng . admirers J and they do not, like 
tbi^ir: painters,, depend uiK)n colouring JiQ %9r 
•fwcit*. ; jn; 

oNothing can be a greater proof of .tiw< 
little confequence which drefs gives, to a* wxh 
maa$, than the reflection one muft madce cm* a 
V^Kietian lady's mode of appearance in her 
zendalct, without which nobody ftirs out of 
thdr houfe in a morning. It confifts of a 
&A\ black filk petticoat, flopeki juft to tiain 
a very little on the ground, and flounced 
with gauze of the fame colour. A fkeleton 
wire upon the head, fuch as we ufe to make 
up hats, throwing loofely over it a larger 
pfiece of black mode or perfian, fo as to fhade 
the face like a curtain, the front being trim^ 
med with a very deep black lace, or ibuflet 
gauze infinitely becoming. The thin fiflt^ 
that remains to be difpofed of, they roll bade 
fB^as to difcover the bofom ; faflen it with^ 
pufF before at the top of their ftomacher, and' 
cTnce more rolling it back from the !(hape^ 'tie 
it gracefully behind, and let it hang in tWb" 
long ends, 

' The 
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' iriK^'isvenfDg ornamirat is a filk hat, fhaped 
I9ee li^^xum^S) a«id of the fame colour, with 
a^hitci ot w<ifked lining at mod, and fome- 
thft%8 ^^^r^iffc^r ; "a great bbick filk cloak, 
lined with white, and perhaps a narrow 
birfdef down l>efbre, with a: vaft heavy round 
handkerchief of black lace, which lies over 
ncokand Moulders, and conoeals fhape and 
albjeompletelDr. Here is furely Ittde appear- 
sCface of art, no craping or frizzing the hair^ 
^h|ch is flat at the top, and all of one length, 
baoging in long curls about the back or (idea 
as it happens. No brown powder, and 
iK> rouge at all. Thus without variety does 
a* Venetian lady contrive to delight the eye, 
and without much inftruftion too to charm 
the «ir. A fource of thought fairly cut oflf 
befide, in giving her no room to fhew tafte 
in drefs, or invent new fancies and difpofi- 
tion of ornaments for to-morrow. The go- 
veriHnent takes all that trouble oflT her hands, 
knows every pin fhe wears, and where to 
find her at any moment of the day or night. 

Alean time nothing conveys to a Britifli 
obfearver a ftronger notion of loofe living and 
licfentious diflblutenefs, than the fight of onc*s 
fervants, gondoliers, and other attendants, on 

''-^ the 
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the £ccnts and circles of pkafuK, where yon 
find them, though never drunk, dead with 
He^ upon the (lairs, or in their boats, or in 
the open ftreet, for that matter, like over- 
fwilled voters at an declion in England. One 
may trample on them if one will, they 
hardly can be awakened ; and their compa* 
nions, who have more life left, fet the others 
literally on their feet, to make them capable 
of obeying their mailer or lady's call. 
With all this appearance of levity, how- 
ever, there is an tmremitted attention to the 
affairs of ftatej nor is any ienator feen to 
come late or negligently to cotincil next day, 
however he may have amufed himfelf aH 
night. 

The fight of the Bucentoro prepared for 
Gala, and the glories of Venice upon Afcen- 
fion-day, mufl now put an end to other 
obfervations. We had the honour and com^ 
fort of feeing all from a galley bdonging to 
a noble Venetian Bragadin, whofe civilities 
to us were Angularly kind as Well as ex- 
tremely polite. His attentions did pot ceafe 
with the morning fhow, which we Ihared- in 
common with numbers of fafhionable people 
that filled his ihip, and partook of his pro^ 

fufc 
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fufe elegant refrefliments j but he followed 
us ifter dinner to the houfe of our EngUfli 
friends, aqd took fix of us together In ag^y 
bark, adorned with his arms, and rowed bj 
eight gondoliers in fuperb liveries, made up 
for the occafion to match the boat, wh^ch 
was like them white, blue and lilver, a flag 
of the fame colours flying from the flern, tiU 
we arrived at the Corfoj fo they call the 
place of contention where the rowera exert 
their Ikill and ingenuity; and numberleli 
oars daihing the waves at once, make the 
only agitation of which the fea feems ca-f 
pable ; while ladies, now iio longer drefled 
in bla(;k, bqt ornamented with all their 
jewels, flowers, &c. difplay their beauties 
unveiled upon the water ; and covering the 
lagoons with gaiety and fplendour, bring to 
one's mind the games in Virgil, and the 
galley of Cleopatra, by turns* 

Never waa locality fo fubfervient to the 
purpofes of pleafure as in this city ; where 
ple^fore has fet up her airy ftandard, and 
which on this occafion looked like what one 
reads in poetry of Amphitrite's court; and 
I ventured to tell a nobleman who was 
kindly attentive in fhewing us every pcifiblc 

politenefs. 
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politcncfs, that had Venus rifen from the 
Adriatic lea, flie would fcarcely have beea 
tempted to quit it for Olympus. 1 was uj 




the whole more ftruck with the evening s 
gaiety, than with the magnificence in whicS 
the morning began to fliine. The truth is, 
we had been long prepared for feeing tlie 
Bucentoro ; had heard and read every thing 
I fiincy that could have been thought or iaid 
ttpon the fubje£t, from the fuUen Englifliraeit 
who rank it with a company's barge floating 
Bp the Thames upon my Lord Mayor's day, 
to the old writers who compare it with 
Thefeus's fhip ; in imitation of which, it is 
iaid, this calls itfelf the very identical veflTil 
wherdn Pope Alexander performed the ori- 
ginal ceremony in the yrar liyi j &M 
though, perhaps, not a whole plank tif tH^ 
old galley can be now remaining i^ tl^^ 
fo often careened, repaired, and adornid'fm^ft 
th^ time, I fee nothing ridiculous in decla^i^ng 
that it is the fame fhip ; any more thaii irf 
iaying the oak i planted an acorn tMrfy^ye^ 
ago,:is.the lame tree I iaw fpring^p tli^tt^ 
a /little twig, which not isvett a' thod§i4^ 
fcepthr will deny; though he titk^s fe^mti^flf 
paina to pcrfuade plain folfe but of ^W^ 
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own exiftence, by laughing us out of th? duU 
notion that he who dies a withered ^pl4 
f^llbw at fou^fcore, fhould ever be coafidei:e4 
a^the fame perfon whom his mother broug^^ 
forth a pretty little plump baby eighty yejM:5. 
bejFore — when, lays he cunmngly, you af^ 
forced yourfelf to confefs, that his -mother^ 
^prhp died four months afterwards, wouH 
QOt know him again now ; though while (hp 
U^ed, he was never out of her arms. 

' : Vain wifdom all ! and falfe Philofophy, 
Which fihds no end, in wandering mazes lofl:. 

Aif^d bettcpr is it to traveJ, as Dr. Johnfon Ikya 
Browne did, from one place where he faw 
lij^iie, to another where he faw no more--H 
^m write, books to confound common fenfe^ 
and make men raife up doubts of a Bdng to 
^hom they muft one day give an account. 

We will return to the Bucentoro, which^ 
^^: itst name imports, holds two hundred peo^ 
pie, and is heavy befides with ftatues, c6-^ 
lumos, flee The top covered with crimfotr 
valvet, and the fides enlivened by twenty-*^ 
one pars on ^ach hand. MuficaL perforosertf 
attend in another barge^ while. fiMreigners^ in 
gilded pajots increafe the general fhow. 
J Mean 
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Mean time^ the veflel that contains the 
doge, &C. carries him flowly out to fea, 
where in prefcnce of his fenators he drops 
a plain gold ring into the water, with theie 
words, Defponfamus te marcy in Jignum vert 
ferpetutque dominii *• 

Our weather was favourable, and the peo- 
ple all feemed happy: when the ceremony- 
is put oflT from day to day, it naturally damps 
their fpirits, and produces fiiperftitious pre-^ 
fages of an unlucky year: nor is that ftrange, 
for the feafon of ftorms ought furely to be 
paft in a climate fo celebrated for mildnels 
and equanimity. The praifes cf Italian 
weather, though wearifomely frequent among 
us, feem however much confined to this 
ifland for aught I fee ; who am often tired 
with hearing their complaints of their own 
Iky, now that they are under it : always too 
cold or too hot, or a fciroc wind, or a rainy 
day, or a hard froft, cbe gelajin at penjieri + ; 
or fomething to murmur about, while their 
only great nuifances pafs unnoticed, the 
heaps of dirt, and crowds of beggars, who 
infeft the ftreets, and poifon the pleafures c£ 

♦ We efpoufc thee, O fea \ in figri of true and per- 
petual dominion. 

t Which freezes even one's fancy. 

2 fociety. 
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fociety. While ladies are eating ice at a 
coffee-houfe door, while decent people are 
hearing mafs at the altar, while ftrangers 
are fiirveying the beauties of the place — no 
peace, no enjoyment can one obtain for the 
beggars ; numerous beyond credibility, faucy 
and airy, and odd in their manners ; and 
exhibiting fuch various iameneffes and hor« 
rible deformities in their figure, that I can 
fometimes hardly believe my eyes — ^but am 
willing to be told, what is not very impro- 
bable, that many of them come from a great 
diftance to pafs the feafon of afcenfion here 
at Venice. I never indeed faw any thing 
fo gently endured, which it appeared fo little 
difficult to remedy; but though I hope it 
would be hard to find a place wher^ more 
alms are afked, or lefs are given, than in 
Venice ; yet I never faw refufals fo plea- 
fmgly foftened, as by the manners of the 
high Italians towards the low. Ladies in 
particular are fo foft- mouthed, fo tender in 
replying to thofe who have their lot caft far 
below them, that one feels one's own har£heir 
difpofition correfted by then: fweetnefs ; and 
when they called my maid Jijler^ in good 
time — preffing her hand with affedionate 

kindnefs, 
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kindnefs, it melted me j though I feared from 
time to time there muft be hypocrify at 
bottom of fuch fugared words, till I caught 
a lady of condition yefterday turning to the 
window, and praying fervently for the girl's 
converfion to chriftianity, all from a tender 
and piouG emotion of her gentle heart: ag 
notwithflanding their carefTes, no man is 
more firmly perfuaded of a mathematical 
truth than they are of mine, and my maid's 
living in a ftate of certain and eternal re- 
probation — ma fanno veramente vergogna a 
noi altri *, fay they, quite in the fpirit of the 
old Romans, who thought all nations bar- 
barous except their own. 

A woman of quality, near whom I fate at 
the fine ball Bragadin made two nights ago 
in honour of this gay feafon, enquired how 
I had pafTed the morning. I named feveral 
churches 1 had looked into, particularly that 
which they efteem beyond ihe reft as a fa- 
vourite work of Palladio, and called the Re* 
dentore. " You do very right," fays (he, "to 
look at our churches, as you have none in 
England, I know— but then you have fb 

♦ But they really Ihamc even us. 

many 



JOURNEY THROUGH ITALY. 193 

hiany other fine thkigs — fuch charming Jleel 
huttom iot example}'* prefling my hand to 
fliew that fhe meant no offence j for, added 
flic, chi pen/a d*tma maniefa^ cbi .pen/a (Tun 
ultra *. 

Here are many theatres, the worft infi* 
hitely fuperior to ours ; the beft^ as far be- 
low thoffe df Milan and Torin : but then 
here are other diverfions, and * every one's 
dependance for jpleafure is not placed upon 
the opera. They have now thrown up a 
fort of temporary wall of painted canvafs, in 
an oval form, within St. Mark's Place, pro^- 
fufely illuminated round the new-formed 
•walk, which is covered in at top, and 
adorned with fhops round the right hand 
lide, with pillars to fupport the canopy ; the 
lamps^ 3cc. fin the left hand. This open 
Kanelagh, fo fuited to the climate, is exceed- 
ingly pleafmg : — here is room to fit, to 
.chat, to faunter up and down, from two 
o'clock in the morning, when the opera ends, 
till a hot fun fends us all home to reft — for 
ifate hours muft be complied with. at Venice, 
or you can have no diverfion at all, as the 

* One pei-fon is of one mind you know, another of 
another. 

" Vol* I. O ^arlieft 
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earlieft Cafino belonging to your fobereft 
friends has not a candle lighted in it till 
pad midnight. 

But I am called from my book to fee the 
public library; not a large one I find, but 
ornamented with pieces of fculpture, whofe 
eminence hag not, 1 am fure, waited for my 
defcription: the Jupiter and Leda parti- 
cularly, faid to be the work of Phidias, whofc 
Ganymede in the fame collation they tell 
us is equally excellent* Having heard that 
Guarini'a manufcript of the Paftor Fido, 
written in his own hand, wa9 iafely kept at 
this place, I afked for it, and was enters 
tained to fee his numberlefs corre^ons and 
variations from the ori^nal thought, Hke 
thofe of Pope's Homer preferved in the 
Britifh Mufeum ; fome of which I copied 
over for Dodor Johnfon to print, at the time 
he puhliihed his Lives of the Englifk Ppets^ 
My curiofity led me to look in the Paftof 
Fido for the famous paffage of Legge humana^ 
inhumana^ t^c. and it was obfervable enough 
that he had written it three different ways 
befi[>re he pitched on that pieculiar expref- 
lion which caufed his book to be prohibited. 
Seeing the rhanufcript I jook notice, how- 
.20 ever. 
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ever^ of the beautiful pcnmanfhip with which 
it WAS written : our EngKflx hand*writi«g 
cotemporary to his was coarfe, if I recoiled:, 
aad very aagular 5— 4)ut Italian hand was the 
firft to become elegant, and ftill retaias fome 
privileges aoxongft us. Once more, every 
thing fmall, and every thing great, revived 
after the dark ages— -in Italy. 

Looking at the Mint was an hour's time 
^en^ wjithlefs amufemcnt. The depuration of 
gold nnay be petformed many ways, and th$ 
ptx)o6 of Us purity given by various Okethpds : 
I was graced well enou^ upon the wholf 
however^ in , watching die rieatnefa of theijr 
pTidcefs, in ^weighing the gold, &c. and kpep-^ 
iog it vsioic free firotn alloy than any oth^ 
coin of any otha: State :— a zeci:hiae will be^d 
bctwseoi your fingers from the mallea|)iBty of 
^ 0»etal-^we naay try isx vain at a giiinea, 
oar . loub d'or. The operaticm of iep»rati«g 
filver ore from gold by the powers <^ a%ua 
fistts^ precipkating the fit9i^mmt^ me^l by 
fafpenfiott of a copper plate in the iiquidi 
anjd called qttariatim; wa9 J Relieve whoU^y 
hbJciwwo to the anciefttf, who gpt much 
earlier at the art of weighing gold in water, 
teftified by the old ftory oiKing Microns frown. 

O 2 Talking 
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Talking of kings, and crowns, and gold^ 
reminds me of my regret for not feeing the 
treafure kept in St. Mark's church here, with 
th'e motto engraven on the cheft which con- 
tains it : 

Quando quefto fcrinio s'aprira, 
^litto il mondo tremcra *. 

. Of this it was faid in our Charks the Firft's 
time, that there was enough in it to pay fix 
kings' ranfoms : when Pacheco, the Spanifh 
ambaffador, hearing fo much of it, a&ed in 
derifion, If the cheft had any bottom? and 
being anfwered in the affirmative, made reply. 
That there was the difference between hid 
matter's treafures and thofe of the Venetian 
Republic, for the mines of Mexico and Po- 
toll had no bottom, — Strange ! if all thefe 
precious ftones, metals, &c. have been all 
ipent fince then, and nothing left except a 
few relics of no intrinfic value. 

It is well enough known, that in the year 
1450, one of the natives of the ifland of Can- 
dia, who have never been men of niuch charac- 
ter, made a fort of mine, or airfhaft, or rather 



♦ When this fcrutoire fhall opcn'd be. 
The world fliall all with wonder flee*- 
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perhaps, a burrow, like thofe conftruded by 
rabbits, down which he went and got quite 
under the church, ftealing out gems, money^ 
&c. to a vaft amount j but being difcoverecj 
by the treachery of his companion, was 
caught and hanged between the two columns 
that face the fea on the Piazzetta. 

It ftrikes a perfon who has lived fomc 
months in other parts of Italy, to fee fo very 
few clergymen at Venice, and none hardly 
who have much the look or air of a man of 
fafhion, Milan, though fuch heavy com- 
plaints are daily made there of encroachments 
on church power and depredations on church 
opulence, ftill fwarms with ecclefiaftics ; and 
in an affembly of thirty people, there are 
never fewer than ten or twelve at the very 
leaft. But here it fliould feem as if the po- 
litical cry of fuori i preti *, which is faid 
loudly in the council-chamber before any 
vote is fuffered to pafs into a law, were 
carried in the converfation rooms too, for a 
prieft is here lefs frequent than a clergyman 
at London; and thofe one fees about, are 
«ilmoft all ordinary men, decent and humble 

♦ Out with the clergy. 
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In their appearance, of a bafhful diftaot 
carriage, like the parfon of the parifh in North 
Wales, or U cure du village in the South erf 
France; and ieems no way related to an 
Akate of Milan #r "Turin ^ ft ill kfs to Monjieur 
{Abbe at Farts. 

Though this Republic has long msdntained 
m fort of independency frcmi the court of 
Rome, having {hewn themielyes weary rf 
the Jefuits two hundred years before any 
other potentate difmifled them ; while many 
of the Venetian populace followed them 
about, crying Andate^ andate^ niente pigliate^ 
emm ritornate"^} and although there is aps^^ 
triarch here who takes care of church matters, 
and is attentive to keep his clergy from ever 
meddling with or even mentioning affairs 
of ftate, as in fuch a cafe the Republic would 
not fcruple punifhing them as laymen; yet 
has Venice kept, as they call it, St. Peter*s 
boat from finking more than once, when £he 
iaw the Pope's territories endangered, or his 
fovereignty infulted : nor is there any city 
more eminent for the decency with which 
divine fervice is admimftercd, or for the de- 
vout and decorous behaviour of individuals 

* Begone, begone j nothing take, nor turn anon. 

at 
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at the time any faCred office is performing^ 
She has eVer behayed like a true Chriftian 
potentate, keeping her faith firm, and her 
honour fcrupuloufly clear, in all treaties and 
conventions with other ftatca-^fewer in-» 
ftances being given of Venetian falfehood or 
treachery towards neighbouring nations, than 
of any other European power, excepting 
only Britain, her truly-beloved ally; with 
whom (he never had a difference, and whofe 
caufe was fo warmly efpoufed laft war by 
the inhabitants of thi^ friendly ftate, that 
numbers of young nobility Were willing to 
run a-volunteering in her defence, but that 
the laws of Venice forbid her noblfes ranging 
from home without leave given from the 
flate. It was therefore not an ill faying, 
though an old one perhaps, that the govern*^ 
ment of Venice was rich and confolatory like 
its treacle, being compounded nicely of all 
the other forms : a grain of monarchy, a fcru- 
ple of democracy, a dram of oligarchy, and an 
ounce of ariftocracy j as the teriaca fe much 
efteemed, is faid to be a c^mpofition of the four 
principal drugs*-but can never be got ge- 
nuine except bcTi^ at the original Dijpenfary. 

Indeed the longevity of this incom-- 
parable commonwealth is a certjiin proof 

4 of 
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of its temperance, exercife, and cheerful riefe. 
the great prefervatives in every body, polit 
tic as well natural. Nor fliould the love of 
peace be left out of her eulogium, who has fa 
often reconciled contending princes, that Thu-^ 
anus gave her, fome centuries ago, due praife 
for hpr pacific difpolition, fo neceflary to the 
health of a commercial (late, and called her 
city civills prudentia officina^ 

Another reafon may be found for the long- 
continued profperity of Venice, in her conftant 
adherence to a precept, the negled of which 
muft at length fhake, or rather loofen the foun- 
dations of every ftate ; for it is a maxim here,^ 
handed down from generation to generatiout 
that change breeds more mifchief from its 
novelty, than advantage from its utility:— 
quoting the axiom in Latin, it runs thus : Ipfa 
mutatio confuetudtnts magis perturhat novitate^ 
quam adjuvat utilitate. And when Henry the 
Fourth of France folicited the abrogation of one 
pf the Senate's decrees, her ambaffador replied. 
That U decrett di Veneziq rajfomigli avanopoco 
iGridi di Parigi^^ meaning the declaratory puhr 
lications of the Grand Mpnarque, — proclaimed 
to-day perhaps, repealed to-morrow—-" for 

f The decree? of Venice litdc refemblc the edi^s of Paris* 

Sire^^' 
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jSlre," added lie, ** our fenate deliberates long 
before it decrees, bet what is once decreed 
there is feldom or ever recalled." > 

The patriotifm inherent in the breslftft of in- 
dividuals makes another ftrong caufe of this 
ftate*s exemption from decay : they fay them- 
felves, that the foul of old Rome has tranfmi- 
grated to Venice, and that every galley which 
goes into adioft confiders itfelf as charged with 
the fate of the commonwealth. Duke et 
decorum eji pro patria morij feems a-fentence 
grown obfdlete in other Italian ftattes, but is 
ftill in full force here; and I doubt not but 
the higli*born and high-^fouled ladies of this 
day, would willingly, as did theit generous 
anccftors in 1 600, part with their rings, 
bracelets^ every ornament, to make ropes for 
thofe fhips which defend their dearer country* 

The perpetual ftate of warfare maintained 
by this nation agalnft the Turks, has never 
Idflfened nor cooled : yet have their Maho- 
metan neighbours and natural enemies no 
perfidy to charge them with in the time of 
peace or of hoftility; nor can 'Venice be 
charged with the mean vice of fheltering a 
defire of depredation, under the hypocritical 
P4m of prote^ing that religion ^hich teaches 

univerfal 
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naive ffal benevolence and charity to all nian-« 
jufbd^ Thdr vicinity to Turkey has, how- 
ever5 made them contra^ feme iimilarity of 
manners ; for what, except being imbued 
with Turkifh notion^ can account for the 
people's rage here, young and old^ rich add 
poor, to pour down fuch quantities of coSee ? 
I have already had feven cups to-day, and feel 
frighted left we fhould fome of ^s be killed with 
jb ftrange an abufe of it. On the oppofite fliort^ 
acrofs the Adriatic, opium is taken to coun- 
teract its effeds ; but thefe dear Venetians 
liave no notion of fleep being necefiafy to 
their exifttnce I believe, as fome or other of 
them feem conftantly in motion ; and there 
is really n o hour of the four and twenty in 
which the town feems perfedly IHU and 
qaiet ; no moment in which it can be iaid^ 
that 

Night ! fable goddefs 1 from her ebon throxK^ 
In raylefs majefty here ftretches forth 
Her leadea fceptre o'er a flumb'ring world. 

Accordingly I never did meet with any de-» 
icription of Night in the Venetian poets, fa 
common with other authors ; and I am per« 
liiaded if one were to live htt^ (which could 

not 
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not be long I think) he (hould forget the 
life of fleep ; for what with the marlMt 
folks bringing up the boats from Terra Firma 
loaded with every produce of nature, neatly 
arranged in thefe flat-bottomed conveyances^ 
the coming up of which begins about three 
o'clock in a morning and ends about fix j**-^ 
the Gondoliers rowing home their mafteri 
.-and ladies about that hour, and fo on tiU 
eight;— the common bufinels of the towi^ 
ii¥hich it is then time to begin ;-~the ftate 
aifaits and pregai^ which. often like our Houfe 
of Commons fit late, and detain many geiv- 
tkmen from the circles of morning amufe«- 
ments ; — that I find very entertaining ;'~parti- 
cularly the fireet orators and mountebanks 
in Piazza St. Marco j — ^the fhops and ftalU 
where chickens, ducks, &c. are fold by auc* 
tion^ comically enough, to the higheft bidder;-^ 
a flourifhing fellow, with a hammer In his 
band, (hining away in character of audio- 
neer ;— the crowds which fill the courts of ju?* 
dicature, when any caufe of coniequence is to 
be tried ;•— the clamorous voices, keen obfer-^ 
vations, poignant farcafms, and acute con**- 
Mentions carried on by the advocates, who 
ieem ipoir^ awake, or in . their own phrafe 

fvelti^ 
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fvdti<^ than all the reft: — all thefc things 
take up fo much time, that twenty-four 
hours do not fuflSce for the bufmefs and 
divcrfions of Venice ; where dinner muft be 
eaten as in other places, though I can fcarcely 
find a minute to fpare for it, while fuch fifli 
wait one's knife and fork as I moft certainly 
did never fee before, and as I fuppofe ar<i 
aot to be feen in any fea but this, in fuch 
perfection. Frefh fturgeon, ton as thej c41 
it, and frefh anchovies, large as herrings,. and 
dreffed like fprats in London, incomparable ; 
turbots, like thofe of Torbay exadly, aiid 
plentiful as there, with enormous pipers, are 
what one principally eats here. The fried 
liver, without which an Italian can hardly 
go on from day to day, is fo charmingly drelTf 
€d at Milan, that I grew to like it as well as 
they ; but at Venice it is fad fluff, and they 
call \tfegao. 

Well ! the ladies, who never hardly dine 
4tall, rife about feven in the evening, when 
the gentlemen are juft got ready to attend 
them ; and lit fipping their chocolate on a 
chair at the coffee-houfe door with great 
tranquillity, chatting over the common to-p 
pics of' the. times: nor do they appear half 

fo 



jOURNfiY TfiROUCtt ITALY. icf 

^ fliy of each other as the Milanefe ladies^ 
Ivho feldom feem to have any pleafure in thcf 
foft converfe of a female friend. But thohgh 
certainly no women can be more charming 
than thefe Venetian dames, they have for-- 
gotten the old mythological fable, tbat tb€ 
youngefi of the Graces Was married to Sleeps 
By which it was intended we fhould coiifidef 
that ftate as neceflary to the reparation not 
oniy of beauty but of youth, and every power 
of pleafmg. 

There arc men here however who, be- 
caufe they are not quite, in the gay world, 
keep themfelves awake whole nights at ftudy; 
and much has been told me, of a collection of 
books belonging to a private fcholar, Pinelli, 
who goes very little out, as worthy attentive 
examination. 

All literary topics are pleafmgly difcuffed 
at Quirini's Cafmo, where every thing may 
be learned by the converfation of the com- 
pany, as Dodtor Johnfon faid of his literary^ 
Club; but more agreeably, becaufe women 
ate always half the number of perfons admit- 
ted here. 

One evening our fociety was amufed by 
the entrance of a foreign nobleman, exadtly 

what 
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what we ihonid in Loadoo emphaticAlly call 
a O&ara^^r,-— learned, loud, atid overbear*- 
ing^ though of a carriage that imprjefied 
great efteeoi# I have not often Uflened to 
fo welUfurniibed a talker; iior one more 
capable of giving great information. He 
had feen the Pyramids of Egypt, he told us; 
had climbed Mount Horeb, and vifited Da^ 
mafcus ; but pofleiTed the art of detaining oui; 
attention more on bimfelf^ than on the things 
or places he harangued about ; for converfa-; 
tion that can fcarcely be called, whqre one 
man holds the company fufpended on hi§ 
account of matters pompoufly though in- 
flrudively related. He ftaid h^e a . verjr 
little while among us 3 is a native of France^ 
a grandee of Spain, a man of tmcommoi^ 
talents, and a traveller. I fhould be forrjf 
never to meet him more. 

The Abate Arteaga, a Spaniflx eccl^fi- 
aftic of the fame agreeable coterie, jfeemed of 
g very ^iifferent and far more pleiifing cba- 
rafter j — full of general knowledge, jcminent 
in particular fcholarfhip, elegant in his fenti- 
ments, and found in his learning. I Ufcgd 
his company exceedingly, and refpe(9;ed his 

opinions. 

Zinga- 
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Zingarclli, the great mufical compofer, was 
another occafional member of this charming 
fodety: his wit and repartie are famous, and 
his bons mots are repeated wherever one run* 
to. I cannot tranflate any of them, but will 
write one down, which will make fuch of my 
readers laugh as underftand Italian.— The 
Emperor was at Milan, and a&ed Zingarelli 
his opinion of a favourite finger ? " Iq pei^ 
mae/ia che non i cattivo fuddito da, prin-^ 
cipi^^ replied the maiicr, " quantuncpit 
fora gran nemieo di giovt.^^ ^* How fo?** 
enquired the King. — ^* Maefia^^ anfwered 
cur lively Neapolitan, " ella sa naiuralmenU 
4he Glove tuona^ ma qmjlo ftuooa.'^ This 
we fee at once was bwmmr not nvlt ; and 
&)Ues of humour are fcarcely ever capable of 
tranilatioa. 

An odd thing to which I was this morning 
witneis, Has called my thoughts away to ^ 
curious train of reflections upon the animal 
race ; and how far they may be made com-»> 
panionable and intelligent. The famous 
Ferdinand Bertoni, fo well known in London 
by his long refidence among us, and from the 
Dadifputesd merit of his compofitions, now 
ioliabits this his native city, and being fond 

of 
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of dumb creatures y as we call them, took- id 
petting a pigeon, one of the few animald^ 
which can live at Venice, where, as I ob-* 
ferved, fcarcely any quadrupeds can be ad- 
mittedj or would exift with any degree of 
comfort to themfelves* This creature has^ 
however, by keeping hi$ mafter company^ 
I truft, obtained fo perfe<3; an ear and tafttf 
for mufici that no one who fees his beha-^ 
viour , can dx)ubt for a moment of the pleafure. 
he takes in hearing Mn Bertoni play and 
fing : for as fooh as he fits down to the in-^ 
ftrument, Columbo begins fhaking his wings^ 
perches oti the piano^forte, and ekprefles the 
moft indubitable emotions of delight; If 
however he or any one elfe ftrike a nottf 
fjEilfe, or make any kind of difcord upon thd 
keys, the dove never fails to fhew evident 
tokens of anger aiid diftrefs; and if teized 
too long, grows quite enraged j pecking the 
offender's legs and fingers in fuch a manner^ 
as to leave nothing ;lefs doubtful than the fin* 
cerity of his refentment; Signora Cecilia 
Giuliani, a fcholar of Bertoni s, who has 
ifeceived fome overtures from the London 
theatre lately, will, if Ihe ever arrives there, 
bear teflimony to the truth of an aflertioh 

very 
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Very difficult to believe, and to which I 

ftiould hardly myfelf give credit, were I not 

Witnefs to it every morning that I chufe to call 

and coni^rm my own belief. A friend prefent 

protefted he fliould feel afraid to touch the^ 

harpfichord before fo nice a critic j and 

diough we aU laughed at the aflcrtion, Bcr- 

toni declared he never knew the bird's 

judgment fail ; and that he often kept him* 

but of the room, for fear of his affronting 

dr tormenting thofe who came to take mufi- 

cal inftrudions. With regard to other adtions 

of life, I faw nothing particular in the pigeon, 

but his tamenefs, and ftrong attachment to 

his matter: for though never winged, and 

only clipped a very little, he never feeks to 

range away from the houfe or quit his maC* 

ter's fervice, any more than the dove of 

Anacreon : 

While his better, lot beftow^ 
Sweet repaft and foft repofe ; 
And when fcaft ahd frolic tire. 
Drops afleep upon his lyre. 

Ail the difficulty will be indeed for us othef 
two-legged creatures to leave the fweet focie- 
ties of charming Venice; but they begin to 
Vol. L P grow- 
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grow fatiguing now, as the weather increafc* 
in warmth. 

I do think the Turkifli failor gave an 
admirable account of a carnival, when he 
told his Mahometan friends at his return. 
That thofe poor Chriftians were all difordered 
in their fenfes, and nearly in a ftate of a£tual 
madnefs, while he remained among them, till 
one day, on a fudden, they luckily found out 
a certain grey powder that cured fuch fymp- 
toms; and laying it on their heads one 
Wednefday morning, the wits of all the in- 
habitants were happily reftored at a Jlroke r 
the people grew fober, quiet, and compofed j 
and went about their bufinefs juft like other 
folks. He meant the afhes ftrewed on the 
heads of all one meets in the ftreets through 
many a Catholic country; when all maf- 
querading, money- making, &c. liibfide for 
forty days, and give, from the force of the 
contraft, a greater appearance of devotion 
and decorous behaviour in Venice, than al- 
moft any where elfe during Lent. 

I do not for my own part think well of all 
that violence, that ftrong light and fhadow 

in 
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in matters of religion ; which requires rather 
an even tenour of good works, proceeding 
from found faith, than any of thefe ftaring 
teftimonials of repentance, as if it were a 
work to be done once a year only. But nei- 
ther do I think any Chriftian has a right to 
tondemh another for hJs opinions or praftice ; 
when St. Paul exprefsly fays, that ** One 
man ejleemetb one day above another^ another 
man ejleemetb every day alike ; let every man 
he fully perfuaded in his own mind. But 
"who art thou^ that judgeji another mans 
fervant * ?" 

The Venetians, to confefs the truth, are 
not quite fo ftrenuoufly bent on the unattain- 
able felicity of finding every man in the 
fame mind, as others of the Italians are; and 
one great reafon why they are more gay and 
lefs malignant, have fewer ftrong prejudices 
than others of their countrymen, is merely 
becaufe they are happier. Mofl: of the 
fecond rank, and I believe all of the firft rank 
among them, have fome fhare in governing 
the reft ; it is therefore neceflary to exclude 
ignorance, and natural to encourage focial 

* Romans, chap. xiv. 

P 2 plea- 
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pleafures. Each individual feels his owil 
importance, and fcorns to contribute to the 
degradation of the whole, by indulging a 
grqfs depravity of manners, or at leaft of 
principlfes. Every perfon lifted one degree 
from the loweft, finds it his intereft as well 
as duty to love his country, and lend his 
little fupport to the general fabric [of a ftate 
they all know how to refped ; while the very 
vulgar willingly perform the condition ex- 
acted, and pundtually pay obedience for pro- 
tection. They have an unlimited confidence 
in their rulers, who live amongft them j and 
can defire only their utmoft good. How 
they are governed, comes feldom into their 
heads to enquire ; '^ Cbe ne penfa lu *,*' fays a 
low Venetian, if you alk him, and humour- 
oufly points at a Clariffimo pafling by while 
you talk. They have indeed all the reafon 
to be certain, that where the power is divided 
among fuch numbers, one will be fure to 
counteract another if mifchief towards the 
whole be intended. 

Of all ariftocracies furely this is the mofl: 
rationally and happily, as well as moft re- 
fpedably founded; for though one's heart 

♦ Let himlot>k to that. 

1 3 revolts 
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revolts againft the names of Baron and Vaffal, 
while the petty tyrants live fcattered far from 
each other, as in Poland, Ruflia, and many 
parts of G^ermany, like lions in the deifert^ 
or eagles in the rock, fecure in their diftance 
from equals or fuperiors ; yet bere at Venice, 
where every nobleman is a baron, and all 
together inhabit one city, no fubjedt can fuf- 
fer from the tyranny of the reft, though all 
may benefit from the general protection : as 
£ach is feparately in awe of his neighbour, 
and delires to fecure his client's tendernefs by 
indulgence, inftead of wifliing to difguft him 
by oppreflion : unlike the ftate fo powerfully 
delineated by our incomparable poet in his 
Paulina, 

Where dwelt in haughty wrctchednefs a lord, 
Whofe rage was juftice, and whofe law his word ; 
Who faw unmov'd the vaflal perifli near, 
The widow's anguifh, and the orphan's tear j 
Infenfible to pity — ftern he flood. 
Like feme rude rock amid the Cafpian flood, 
Where fliipwreck'd failors unaflifled lie. 
And as they curfe its barren bofom, die. 

And it is, I truft, for no deeper reafon that 
the fubjecSs pf this republic refident in the 
capital, are lefs favage and more happy than 
\ho{^ who live upon the Terra Firma j where 

P 3 many 
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many outrages are ftill committed, difgraceful 
to the ftate, from the mere facility offenders 
find, either in efcaping to the dominion of 
other princes, or of fiqding flielter at home 
from the madly-beftowed protection thefe old 
barons on the Continent ceafe not yet to give, 
to ruffians who profefs their fervice, and ac- 
knowledge dependence upon them. In the 
town^ however, little is known of thefe en- 
ormities, and lefs is talked on ; and what 

9 

information has come to my ears of the m.ur- 
ders done at Brefcia and Bergamo, was given 
xne. at Milan ; where Blainville's accounts of 
that country, though written fo long ago, did 
not fail to receive confirmation from the lips 
of thofe who knew perfedly well what they 
were talking about. And I am told that 
Labbia^ Giovanni Labbia, the new Podefti 
fent to Brefcia, has worked wonderful re- 
formation among the inhabitants of that terr 
ritory; where I am afhamed to relate the 
computation of fubjeds loft to the flate, by 
being killed in cold blood during the years 
1780 and 178 1. 

The following fonnet, addrefled to the 
new Magiflrate, by the elegant and learned 

Abbe 
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Abbe Rettolini, will entertain fuch of my 
readers as underfland Italian : 

No, Brenno, il popol tuo non e fpietato, 
Colpa non e di clima, o fuol nemico : 
Ma gli inulti delitti, e'l vez^o antico 
D'impune andar col ferro e fiioco a lato, 

Ira noi finor hudriro un branco irato 
D'Orfi e di lupi ; il malaccorto dmico 
Ti fvenava un fellon fgherro raendico, 
E per cauto timor n'era onorato. 

Al primiero fpuntar d'un faufto lume 
Tutto cangio : curvanfi in falci i tcli, 
Mille Pluto perde vittime ufate. 

Viva TEroe, il comun padre, il nume 
Gridan le gente a fi bei di ferbate. 
E fia che ardifca dir che fiam crudele. 

Imitation. 

No, Brennus, no longer thy fons fhall retain 
Of dicir founder ferocious, th* original ftain ; 
It cannot be natural cruelty fure. 
The reproaches for which from all men we endure ; 
Nor climate nor foil fhall henceforth bear the blame, 
*Tis cuftom alone, and that cuftom our Ihame : 
WWle arm'd at all points men were fufFer'd to rove, 
And brandilh £he fteel in defence of their love ; 
What wonder that conduft or caution fhould fail. 
And horrid Lycanthropy's terrors prevail ? 

P 4 Now 
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Now juftice refumes her infigriia, we find 
New light breaking in on each nebulous mind ; 
While commiflion'd from Heaven, a parent, a friend 
Sees our fwords at his nod into reaping-hooks bjend. 
And fouls fnatch'd from death round the hero attend. 

From thefe vcrfes, written by a native of 
Brefcia, one may fee how matters ftood there 
very, very little while ago : but here at 
Venice the people are of a particularly fweel 
and gentle difpofition, good-humoured with 
each other, and kind to ftrangers ; little dif- 
pofed to public affrays (which would indeed 
be puniflied and put a fudden end to in an 
inftant), nor y^t to any fecret or bidden 
treachery. They watch the hour of a Re- 
gatta with impatience, to make Ibme merit 
with the woman of their choice, and boaft 
of their families who have won in the manly 
conteft forty or fifty years ago, perhaps when 
honoured with the badge and livery of fome 
noble houfe : for here almoft every thing is 
hereditary, as in England almoft every thing 
is eledive ; nor had I an idea how much 
ftate aflFairs influence the private life of indi- 
viduals in a country, till I left trufting to 
books, and looked a little about me. The 

low 
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low Venetian, However, knows that he 
works for the commonwealth, and is happy ; 
for things go round, fays he, // T^urco magna 
St. Marco ; St. Marco magna mi^ mi magna 
tij e ti tu magna unaltro ^. 

Apropos to this cuftom of calling Venico 
(when they fpeak of it) San Marco; I heard 
fo comical a ftory yefterday that I cannot 
refufe the pleafure of inferting it ; and if my 
readers do not find it as pleafant as I did, 
they may certainly leave it out, without the 
fmalleft prejudice either to the book, the 
author, or themfelves. 

The procurator Tron was at Padua, it 
feems, and, had a fancy to drive forward to 
Vicenza that afternoon, but being particularly 
fond of a favourite pair of horfes which drew 
his chariot that day, would by no means 
venture if it happened to rain j and took the 
trouble to enquire of Abate Toaldo, *' Whe- 
ther he thought fuch a thing likely to happen, 
from the appearance of the fky ?" The pro- 
feflbr, not knowing why the queftion was 
alked, faid, " he rather thought it would not 

♦ The Turk feeds on St. Mark, St. Mark devours 
ipe ; I eat thee, neighbour, and thou fubfifteft on fome- 
body elfe. 

rain 
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rain for four hours at moft." In confcquencc 
of this information our fenator ordered hl^ 
equipage direftly, got into it, and bid the 
driver make hafte to Vicenza : but before he 
was half-way on his journey, fuch torrents 
came down from a black cloud that burft 
diredly over their heads, that his horfes 
were drenched in wet, and their mortified 
xnafter turned immediately back to Padua, 
that they might fuffer no further inconveni- 
ence. To pafs away the evening, which he 
did not mean to have fpent there, and to 
quiet his agitated fpirits by thinking on fome- 
thing elfe, he walked under the Portico to a 
neighbouring cofFee-houfe, where fate the 
Abate Toaldo in company of a few friends ; 
wholly unconfcious that he had been the caufe 
of vexing the Procuratore ; who, after a fliort 
paufe, cried out, in a true Venetian fpirit of 
anger and humour oddly blended together, 
•^ Mi dica Signor Profejfore Toaldo^ chi e il 
piu gran minchion ditutti ifanti in ParadifoV^ 
Pray tell me Dodor (we fhould fay), who is the 
greateft blockhead among all the faints of 
Heaven? The Abbe looked aftonifhed, but 
hearing the queftion repeated in a more 
peevifh accent flill, replied gravely, '* Eccel-- 

lenza 
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Uns&a non fan fdtte to per rifpondere a tale 
dtmande'-^'Mj lord, I have no anfwer ready 
for fuch extraordinary queftions. Why then, 
replies the Procuratore Tron, I will anfwer 
this queftioii myfelf.— •iS'/. Marco ved'^ella— 
^* eV vero tnincbion .* mentre tnanttene tantl 
^^ profejfori per Jiudiare (cbe fo to mi) delle 
^^Jielle; roba ajlronomtca cbe non vale un 
^^Jico; ^ loro non f anno dirli nemmeno s^ba da 
^^ plover e no^^ — ** Why it is St. Mark, dp 
^* you fee, that is the true blockhead and 
** diipe, in keeping fo many profeflbrs to ftudy 
^' the ftars and ftufFj when with all their 
^' aftronomy they cannot tell him whether it 
^* will rain or no./* 

Well, /^x tibl^ Marce ! I fee that I have 
faid more about Venice, where I have lived 
five weeks, than about Milan, wh^re I ftayed 
five months ; but 

Si plapeat varies hominum cognofcere vultus. 
Area tonga patet, fando contermina Marco, 
Celfus ubi Adriacas, Venetus Leo defpicit undas. 
Hie circum gentes cunftis e partibus orbis, 
^thiopes, Turcos, Slavos, Arabefque, Syrolque, 
Inveniefque Cypri, Cretse, Macedumque colpnos, 
Innumerofque alios varia regione profedtos: 
Saepe etiam nee vifa prius, ncc cognita cernes. 
Quae fi cunfta velim tenui defcribere verfu, 

Heic 
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Heic omnes citius nautas celerefque P hafelos, 
Et fimul Adriaci pifces numerabo profundi. 

Imitated loofely. 

If change of faces pleafe your roving fight^ 
Dr various charafters your mind delight, 
1 o gay St. Mark's with e^gernefs repair \ 
For curiofity rpay pafture there. 
Venetia's lion bending o^er the waves. 
There fees reflefted^ — tyrants, freemen, flaves. 
The fwarthy Moor, the foft Circaflian dame^, 
The Britifh failor not unknown to fame ; 
Innumerous nations crowd the lofty door, 
Innumerous footfteps print the fandy fhore ; 
While verfe might eafier name the fcaly tribe. 
That in her feas their nourifhment imbibe, 
T}ian Venice and her various charqis defcrib^. 

It is really pity ever to quit the fweet 
feducements of a place fo pleafing ; which ati* 
tra(3:s the inclination and flatters the vanity 
of one, who, like myfelf, has received the 
moft polite attentions, and been diverted with 
qvery amufement that could be devifed. 
Kind, friendly, lovely Venetians ! who appear 
to feel real fondnefs for the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, while Cavalier Pindemo^te 
writes fuch verfes in its praife. Yet mnli 

the 
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the journey go forward, no flaying to pick 
every flower upon the road. 

On Saturday next then am I to forfake — ^ 
but I hope not for ever — this gay, this gallant 
city, fo often defcribed, fo certainly admired ; 
feen with rapture, quitted with regret : feat 
of enchantment ! head-quarters of pleafure^ 
farewell ! 

Leave us as we ought to be. 
Leave the Britons rough and frde; 

It was on the twenty-firft of May then 
that we returned up the Brenta in a barge 
to Padtia^ flopping from time to time to 
give refrefliment to our condudors and their 
horfe, which draws on the fide, as one fees 
them at Richmond; where the banks are 
fcarcely more beautifully adorned by art, 
than here by nature ; though the Brenta is 
a much narrower river than the Thames at 
Richmond, and its villas, fo juftly celebrated, 
far lefs frequent. The fublimity of their 
architediure however, the magnificence of 
their orangeries^ the happy conftrudion of 
the cool arcades, and general air of feftivity 
which breathes upon the banks of this truly 
wizard Jlreaniy planted with dancings not 

weeping 
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weeping willows, to which on a bright even- 
ing the lads and lafles run for fhelter from 
the fun beamS) 

Et fugit ad falices, et fe cupit ante videri * ; 

are I fuppofe peculiar to itfelf, and beft de- 
fcribed by Monfieur de Voltaire, whofe Po- 
cocurante the Venetian fenator in Candide 
that pofTefles all delights in his villa upon the 
banks of the Brenta, is a very lively por- 
trait, and would be natural too ; but that 
Voltaire, as a Frenchman, could not forbear 
making his character fpeak in a very unltalian 
manner, boafting of his felicity in a ftyle they 
never ufe, for they are really no puffers, no 
vaunters of that which they poflefs ; make no 
difgraceful comparifons between their own 
rarities and the want of thenrtn other coun- 
tries, nor offend you as the French do, witk 
falfe pity and hateful confolations. 

If any thing in England feem to excite 
their wonder and ill-placed compaffion, it is 
our coal fires, which they perfift in thinking 
ftrangely unwholefome — and a melancholy 
proof that we are grievoufly devoid of wood, 

" * While tripping to the wood my wanton hies. 
She wiflies to be ften before ihe flies. 

before 
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before we can prevail upon ourfelves to dig 
the bowels of old earth for fewel, at the 
hazard of our precious health, if not of its 
certain lofs ; nor could I convince the wifeft 
man I tried at, that wood burned to chark 
is a real poifon, while it would be difficult 
by any procefe of chemiftry to force much 
•evil out of coal. They are fteadily of opi- 
nion, that confumptions are occafioned by 
thefe fires, and that all the fubjeds of Great 
Britain are confumptively difpofed, merely 
becaufe thofe who are fo, go into Italy for 
change of air: though I never heard that 
the wood fmoke helped their breath, or a 
brazierfull of afhes under the table their 
appetite. Mean time, whoever feeks to con- 
vince inftead of perfuade an Italian, will 
find he has been employed in a Sifyphean 
labour ; the ftone may roll to the top, but 
is fure to return, and reft at his feet who had 
courage to try the experiment. Logic is a 
fcience they love not, and I think fteadily 
refufe to cultivate ; nor is argument a ftyle of 
converfation they naturally aflfeft— as Lady 
Macbeth fays, ^* ^efiion cnragetb bim;^ and 
the dialogues of Socrates would to them be 
as difgufting as the violence of Xantippe. 

ID Well. 
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Well; here we are at Padua again ! whdri 
I will run, and fee once more the places I 
was before fo pleafed with. The beautiful 
church of Santa Giuftina, the ancient church 
adorned by Cimabue, Giotto, &c. where you 
fancy yourfelf on a fudden tranfported to 
Dante's Paradifo, and wifli for Barry the 
painter, to point your admiration of its fub** 
lime and extraordinary merits j but not the 
ihrinfe of St. Anthony, or the tomb of An^ 
tenor, one rich with gold, the other vene- 
rable with ruft, can keep my attention fixed 
on tbtnty ^hile an Italian May offers to every 
fenfe, the fweets of nature in elegant pei-fec-^ 
tion. One view of a fmiling landfchapej 
lively in verdure, enamelled with flowers^ 
and exhilarating with the found of mufid 
under every tree, 

Where many a youth and many a maid 
Dances in the chequer'd fhade ; 
And young and old come forth to play. 
On a fun-ftiin^ holiday ; 

drives Palladio and Sanfovino froni one's 
head 5 and leaves nothing very flrongly im- 
preifed upon one's heart but the recoUedion 
of kindnefs received and efteem reciprocated* 

ThoTo 
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^ofe pleafurcs have indeed purfued me 
likher ; the aifniable GoUntefs Ferris has not 
forgotten us j * her attentions af e numerou«^ 
tender, and polite. I went to the play with 
her^ where I was unlucky enough to mifs 
the reprefentation of Romeo and Juliet^ 
which was ^Gtcd the night before with great 
applaufe, under the name of Tra^edia T^?- 
ronefe. Monfieur de Voltaire Was then pre- 
mature in his declaratione, that Shakefpear 
'was unknown^ or known only to be cen- 
fured, except in his native country^ Count 
Kinigl at Milan took occalion to tell me 
that they aded Hamlet and Lear when he 
•was laft at Vienna; and I know not how it 
IS, but to ^n l£ngli£h traveller each place 
prefents i^cas originally fuggefted by Shakef- 
pear, of whom nature and truth are the per- 
petual mirrofs : other authors remind one of 
things which one has feen in life^but the 
fcenes of life itfelf remind one of Shakefpearl 
When i firft looked on the Rialto, with what 
immediate images did it fupply me ? Oh^ 
the dd long-cherifhed images of the penfive 
merchant,^ the generous friend, the gay 
companion, and their final triumph over 
the pradices of a cruel Jew. 'Anthonio, 
Vol* I. Q^ Gratiano^ 
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Oratlana, met me it ereiy torn ; ^and vAiett 
I <:6nf(^d foioie 6f \hek feeihigs befift^ l!be 
ferofeffdr cfiT haittfral hiftorjr ' bert, Wh6 haSi 
^ent ftrafe time In LondbtiVH«!' 'oMerv^, 
ttiat no "native 6f our Mah'd 6oxAS. tit thrde 
houiis, ^ria nbff^ea^ of 1Shift!di|^v ^e add<l9 
many 'fclrid ekpreffidfls <if |Jattia! Iflsrng fo 
oiir nation, airid out poets': "knd I'Afeifce 
"Cefarotti good-litiiMOtfreAy fcbrifeffed hisWffle 
fkill in thc'EngHfh language -wheh he ii^rif- 
l^ted tlieit fo mudi-adtijir^a OffianJ but Ifc 
liad ftudied it pretty 'llard 'tincfe, fiefifid, an& 
his Terfidn of Grays iElegy is charttiii^. 

Cray and Ydufig 'are ^the fevourite i/^ftcrs 
among us, as far as I have y^t heard fheto 
Talked ovfer upon ttiettoiitirtent; the fii^ltts 
feciured them by his r6fiilen^at^Plai«ticBe, ^^mB 
Tiis Latih msrfes 1 believe*} the ^etOttd^iiy 
his piety ahd brilKarit ^thoiights; Even 'llo- 
manifts are difpofed to thiiik flearlit. iPottl^ 
very near to Chiiftiinity— to Id^ ^m)Mx 
liiuft either mike Oile laagh of ciy, ^fts ' 

: S^eet peace, and jieaveftly hi^pe^ foid^lnipt^te Joy* 
. Divinely beanx on his edited foul. , 
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But I muft tell what 'I 'have "been feeing 

at the theatre, and flioiild tell it much 

better 



better :luiiiuA«b« <!ibsr^/sf C^p^^t^s ^ierris's 

(jonverfatron engaged toy saiaAfiviidch .would 

otherwife perhaps bave -been itiore feized on 

t^ it^^mi ty tbc fi^ of |ip old |ka^ntomimfi, 

jQT ^wnptchf d i(ffCf j^or thence was ^eaki^g ki 

jlj^ 1 ifiyip,i^>bfir)^>ej[?gi^Qded lo<^ fince from pyf 

^Icegr Iqw^ .jrtwes pf dily.^rfiqn, and now ex- 

j}^t;ed hjsre at P^djia hefqtc a ye^rj polite 

49(1 ax^ryi^^^t^.^uidience^ and in a better 

^q^tue byj(ar,than.pt:jr n^wly-adorned opei»- 

^o^e in thie (Haytflwir^^t* l.t» fubjfd wajs 

,9p (^^ Ibiin the b^^ <?f Harlequin ; but 

#? ffil^yjic ati\^ 9irc;tw»fl#pces cpmbiqed to 

^fH^ jfit,l(»k Jin. It ^ii light which fhewed 

it 5P,«j^9mwoa,^TAP^ge.' The aOTm/fqir 

j«»9Sil>l»i tbe tWw^der, iJarJcqefe, &p. which 

AB A>:^kmi0li]r>4|i%}p tp jpreoede 4m liu^aqta^n, 

•llJS^mnti^ ,Q(^ t^^^to \f0 ^di^n^lpn?, aftep 

^i^ H ^hagCj^gg ,^8 ;%5pebQw . n^ir^culoufly 

iPWwte««4iwpSfB^^^ .-ftpgeAd)"* taein 5nij?d <^ 

-$0 lifififw^ftb^ (#f^ %l^f :#?SP» l?^^*P 

il«pAf»ted H^e ,4^$ntj?, ,f^i0 fs Drydea 
, . (X.a Then 
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Thfiti hot and coldl» and*moifl: and dif. 
In order to their ftations leap. 

And mufic's power obey. 

For Cupid^ advancing to a flow tune, 
fleadies with his wand the rolling mafs upon 
the ftage, that then begins to teem witb its 
motley inhabitant^ and juft reprefentatire of 
x\it created worldy aftive, wicked, gay, am^- 
iing, which gains your heart, but never your 
cfteem: tricking, fhifting, and worthlefs as 
it is — but after all its fri/ks^ all its ef capes ^ is 
condemned at laft to burn in Jirt^ and'pafs 
entirely away. Such was, I trtift, the idea of 
the perfon, whoever he was, that had the 
honour firft to compofe this curious exhi- 
bition, and' model this mythological device 
into a pantomime! for the munddne^'<y[%.% 
Proclus calls it, the orpbitk egg, is* pdffibly 
the earlieft of all methods token to explain 
♦he rife, progrefs, and final conclufion of our 
earth and atmofphere ; and was the original 
theory brought from Egjrpt into Greece by 
Oi|ipa&. Nor has that prodigious genius, 
Dr. Thomas Burnet, fcorned to adopt it' fe- 
rioufly in his Telluris Theoria facra^ written 
lefs than a century ago, adapting it widi 

wonderful 
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wondeWui ingehtrity teWSife Chriftian fyftem 
and Mofaical account of thiric^;' to which it 
certainly does accommodate itfelf the better, 
as" the form of an egg well refembles that of 
cxiT habitable globd; and the internal divt^ 
iionSy our four elements, leaving the centr^ 

fire fdr the yolk. I therefore regarded qw 
j^ismtomime here at Padua with a degree^ of 
reverence I Ihould have found difficult to 
excite in myfdf at^ Sadler's Wells ; whese 
ideas . of antic^uity would have been little 
likely to crofs toy fancy^ Sure I am, how* 
ever, thit the ori^nal inventor of this q14 
pantomime' had bis head very full at the 
tlmQ of fome very ancient learning* 

Now then I muft leave this lovely ftate pf 
Veniee,^ where if the paupets ia every town of 
it did iiQt crowd about one, tormenting paffen- 
. gcrs with unextinguifhaWe clamour, and fur- 
*rounding them with fights of horror unfit tp 
be furveyed by any eyes except thofe of the 
furgeon, who fhould alleviate their anguiib, 
*cc at leafl conceal their truly unfpeakable 
|]iflFefr98-!*K)nd fhould break one's heart almoft 
^ the thoughts of quitting people who fhow 
iuch tendemefs towards their friends, that 
l§i8 than OQular convidion would fcarce per- 

QL3 Aiade 
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fasJia vat ib tAdtere fwclr wantkHfcg ihiferf 
eotild reniain difragariUd among fhtf liioft 
^niiiable and pleaifttg people in ilie Tirorkiv 
His tKci^incf Btaga4tn half promifed ma 
that ibm? ftep9 ihbufcl be! iriceii at Vemco 
0t leaft, to reiqoTe a mnfance fb difgracefiil | 
and faidy ttiat yfhtn I cbme kgain^ I fkoiM 
liiralk abdut tlip tewa m white iattia flippersi 
find never &e ;gt beg^af Ijrom one end ef i^ 
to the other*^ 

On the twefltyfrfixA of May thlcn, with 
the fenator C^irihi a letters to CoiiHa, tviift 
the Goanlsfs df j9tarekd9erg^& letterk to ibnit 
I'afcan ftlapdd.fff hia^; and v^ith the light 

pf afull modu, if "Wt fltoBld wftm it^ we fti 

out again Iti q<i$»ft of nc^ adVtmiir^i and 
tnean to fi«ep this o^t nildtr ttre p6pt\ 
prottf^a (^m^ Qpd jyot ^p«m iis his t 
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We have crofled the Po, which I e3cpeded 
to have found more magnificent, confidering 
the re(pe£table ftate I left it in at Cremona; 
but fqarcely any thing answers that expedla- 
tion whigh fancy has long been fermenting 
is on.-, mini 

I took a young woman once with me to 
the coaft of SuEex, who, at twenty-feven 
years old and a native of England, had never 
i^en the fea ; nor any thing elfe indeed ten 
miles out of London;— And well, child! 
faid r, are not you tnudi fiu^rifed ?— ** h is 
a ^ke fight, to be furc,'* replied fbe coWly, 
•* but,*'— but wh?it ? you are not difappointed 
are you ?— ** No, not difappointed, but it is 
not quite what I expected when I faw the 
ocean/* Tell me then, pray good girl, and 
tell me quickly, what did you expe£t to fee ? 
** fVf^j^ I epcpe&ed^^ with a hefitating accent, 
** / expcEied to fee a great deal of water^ 
This apfwer fet me then into a fit of laugh-^- 

0^4 ter^ 



i^r,, Jbut,! hav^Miow foi»d 4HHtl^ 1 4m nodi 
g..wl4t \fiffj: than Peggy i for what dwisi 
^g^f^ to myfelf that I fliQuld HM th^ Bo i 
O^^fia, great d^ of .water to ^ fore ; and 4 
yi^ry gi^at d«al of water it certainly is^ ^n4 
ff^ffi^a^(X^ef X^gd knaw^ ihan J erer ^wt 
I^^O^ei ex9ef:)t between the ^ores of Calnh 
;^ r>oyerj y^ I 4^^ ^^^ fomcthing hk^ 
(^^^pipiaient ^^00 j iy^e«. my, imagjttatfcaq 
^ndering pye^ all that ^he ppet^ had M4 
abput it, ani finding, earth too, little ^ <K>n- 
|ain . ^xe^: fahk«| recoile^ed. that they, jwid 
fought l-ri^anus worthy of fip^c^e am 
^pnftellatioQ&^ I wiQied to fee i^ch a rlreif as 
yas ^V^ortby all thef^ ^fWFaifes^ and even then| 

'^ O'er golden lands let rich Paftolus flow, 
- And trees weep ambpr o.n the bAnlj.s of P<ju 

But are we fure after all it was \jpon the 
panks thefe trees, not now exifting, were e>fer 
to he found ? they grew in^tbe Eleftridesf if 
I remember right, and even there Lucian 
laughingly f4id^^ tha^ he fpread^ his gitment* 
in. i. vain to tmh the taluablfe xliftillatiopi 
which poetry had taught hn^'.to ^xpeifj; , 
and Strabo (worfeneW^. ,11111}) iai4 Jthat there 
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Virere no Eledrides neither ; fo as we kne^ 
^efore-^fidion is falfe : and had I not dii^ 
jBovered it by any other means, I might 
have recolle£ted -a comical conteft enough be^ 
tween a literary lady onee, and Dodor John^ 
ion, to which I was myfelf a witnefs ; — ^when 
&e, maintaining the happinefs and purity of 
a country life and rural manners, with her 
beft eloquence, and fhe had a great deal ; 
lidded as corroborative and atmoft incon« 
tellable authority, that the Foets iaid fo: 
* and didft thou not know then,'^ relied he^ 
♦* my darKng dear, that the Foets iyef 

When they tellus, however, that great 
rivers have hon^s, which twilled off become 
cornua copiae, difpenfing pleafure and plenty, 
they entertain us it muil be confefled ; and 
pever was allegory more nearly allied witl| 
truth, than in the lines of Virgil j 

Gemina auratus taurino comtia vultu, 
Eridanus, quo non alius per pinguia culta. 
In mare purpureum violendor influk amnis * 1 

|fa accurately Orjinpated by Do^or Warton, 

^ho wpuld not rqeft the epithet bull-faced^ 

> ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■.,■■■■.■,■, ■ ■ 

# Whence butl-fae'd, faiidoroM with gilded horns. 
Than whom no river through fuch level meads, 
|}f)[Wii ^ the fta in f^iftei torreits fpecd^* 





1^ |>A4E|^4T4@^ m A:» , 

fpr Viej^nhsi^i «id $Bmi»«, "who D^alf^ l^fi^ 
U/^ IP tl><} $yseof , fey» tl^af: vmKf %«»»«* 
i|k fprnpimtnt tfi t}m m'W^ one, ^f 

mJMki^c^imkf Wk«th^ Moiafijem: y^ri^l^ 
l» Qtir ipimQV^ AddffoQ, 9»^tip^ ti^ejr 
|)«i9iK £» perprtvfticd qp ip«4al$ now e$mi^ 
(jjcoew i^a but in 4a$ 1i»m}. ctf.r^)4ti|B» w^ 
A^ll fi»n Jif«F pr fee, 

jytcva tiin«- 1^ 118 leave. Ippkipg for t^^eie 
iveepiqg lisUa4e8, ^d 9>i<)y>ve yrhat b^c^mc 
iOif the Swaii^ t|uK poor I^et^n's friend and 
§im&a turned ioto^ for v^ gri^ and femr 
fit: £mnQ fain tumble in the water* Fw 
4ny pcy7t I ^lieve that 4aot only now J^ 

Eligit tont;raFia flunwia flammis^ 

but that the whole Aounljy 1^ .g^p^/i .4*^ 
agre<3Ably hot to )uia, w:^ ^thc. fight of the 
f|in'« cbaoiot £0 near &ig^ns hii^ ftUl ; for 
he certainly liyes more to his tafte, and fings 
JTweetqr I bdieve op the banks of jhe 
^Thames, than in Italy, where we ha^e ^q^eyer 
yst &eQ b|it one; and that wa& Jiepfe in a 

fipall 



finaH marble bafdfi ef y/tnAet at tbe Pu!iiK»r 
palace at Genoa, and feemed mifef^I^ out: 
of condidoii, I enquired why they gai^# 
him no companion? arid reccWtd?^ for acnPW^#/ 
*♦ That k would ht wholly ufetefs, as th^^ 
were creatures Who never bred oiU of ib^ 
tfwf$ cimtry.^^' But any reply ferires aiijr 
totnmon Iralian, Who is fittte dif|)of<fed te 
ifl^eftigatfe niatreitj and if you t^fe hiti. 
with trio much ratibtinafioft, is ipC to <Jt]f' 
out, « Col^ Jerve fififtkan tojif ci fWk 
andare tuttt matii *.** They hive iitdeed f& 
many external amifi&ments in the mere face 
of th€ coutttiy, that one is better inclined t6 
pardtfn tbmi^ thto one would be to for^vfe 
inhabitant^ of ki^ hstppy climates^ fiiould 
they fufier tlmr ioteHedual powers to pine 
lot WMt of ejtercijfe^ tiot food : for here is 
enough to thiifik upon, God knows, \©€rc 
they "^MpcAA io to eiiif>k>y their time ; where 
<me -may fMij affirm that, 

On every thorn delightful wifdom grows, 
j\nd in each rill, -fome fweet inftrudtion flows ; 

* i^hsrt fignifics all this mrrtutenefe of inquiry ?*i-itwBI 

4^iv« ttitiBMi^ 

But 
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^'But feme untaught o'criicar the murmuring 

rill, - 
. . In 'ipke o£ faoPbd kifurc^blockheads ftili 

The road from Padua hither is not a good 
one ; but fo adorned, one cares not tnuch 
iwrhether it is good or no : fo fweetly are the 
mulbeny- trees planted on each fide, with 
vines richly feftooning up and down them, as 
jf for the decoration of a dance at the operas 
One reafly experts the flower-^girls witli 
taikets, oiT" garlands, and fcarcely can "per-* 
fuade oiie'n fdF that all is real. 

Never furc was any tiling more rejoicing 
to the heart, than this lovely feafon in this 
lovely country. The city of Ferrara too is 
a fine one : Ferrara la chile^ the Italians call 
h, but it feems rather to merit the epithet 
folenne^ fo ftately are its buildiilgs, fo wide 
and uniform its ftreets. My pen was juft 
up6n the point of pralfing its cleanlinefs too, 
till ^I reflefted there was nobody to dirty if. 
I looked half an hour before I could find one 
beggar, a bad account of popr Ferrara j' biit 
it brought to- my mind how unreafonably iriy 
daughter and myfelf hs^d laughed feyen yeaft 
ago, at reading in an extraQ t^Qta fome ca 

the 
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the foreign ,^i%p\\m$ hpw the £wnoua J[m- 
proVifatorevTaiafliy who was ia EngUivl about 
the yeikr 1770^ aod eoteitiiined wkh his 
juftly-admired taleats the. liter^iti at Loa4on ; 
had publiflied an account of his vifit to Mj^* 
Thrale, at a villa eight miles from We^in;- 
fter-brid^e, during that timp, when .hg li^ 
the good fortune, he faid, to m^et man/ 
celebrat^ characters at, his couptry^feat j and 
^he mortification which nearly overbalanced 
it, to nxife feeing the imaiortal^Garrick ^hen 
confined by illfteft. In all this, however, 
there was nothing ridiculous; but we fancied 
ills defcrijption of Streatham village truly fo ; 
when we read that he a^led it LuGgo.q^ai 
popolato ed ameno^y an exprefllion apparently 
pompous, apd ipa^^q^alte to the fubje£fc:. but 
the jeft difappeai^ed wherv I got into bh town; 
a place which pevhap^ m^y h^ £^id to poflefs 
every other e^ellence but that of being 
popolato ed amno ; and I finccrely believe 
that no Ferrara-nia,^ Qoujid have miffed mak- 
ing the fam^ or a li|c9 obfervation ; as in this 
finely-tconftruded city, the grafs literally 
grows in the ftrept j npr do I hear that the 
.jQ;ate of the air and water is fuch as is likely 

* A populous' and delightful place^ 

7 • to 
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id^empt «ew iahitbitaiits.^ Modnr «iim& thM, 
UiBi iiew reafoftaMy omift he 4mt€ wondered^ 
^ffiid how «B^l>f ttiift lie have been led to 
t^prefs his m^^f&dcr^ at ^ftmng a village ««> 
«figg6r fbm' ttiat of Stfea^am, contain a 
*tmnA*r 'of ^peojJle ^Hdl, m I doiAt ^lot *lHit 
It'iioes,. ^o «M the ^^eitersliii dNerram ! 
^ Mr. Tiilaffvis rFefikotMd 2n his^wn iscmiiti^ 
a tnstn of great genim ; in <mrd %e ^wk^ as l^w- 
cdWea,T^eceived'wilh*iiitich atteatkm^^s^ p%i^ 
Ton ahle an^ v^iUing te givef us ^emduAtotiob 
«t!itt itsprovilb series mi^t 'he made, idu! 
:&mg ^^etnpdraneouily to >fome iPvdUkiMmi 
ttune, getierallf cue vMdt admits :of a^ 
';reguhT8 vvePf ^long Itoes^; that 'fo altefdafte 
.^bymes ^mtj not he rimproper^ as th6^ ^gil|ef 
rmoce^ticM to think iocWard, and gaifii^imo-' 
m(tnt for compoiitioti. Of thb ptower; tnmff 
till ^6y few it done, 'did not b^^M the 
jexlftence ; and tnanrr^ after they ^ad fefeii^t 
dene, periifted va faying^ ^perhaps *in tlwfii^f 
^that it coitM 1)e done only in Italian. I <taifc* 
«bt however bdtcve that they poflcfs iny 
xexchifive privileges or fepematuril -.gHl^f 
^oi^h it vWlt be ^lal!tf to %nd one *who-thirika 
^better offtem than^I -^o^Hbut-SpaniaFds eatx 
iing fequedUlas junder.t.heir miftrcjXb window 

well 



^H 'tntm^i tMi our Wtftdi* pi^ifi»^>4iim 
tnake ^e lactpir fik-flown-ii th^,<*ui5efei-fjW^ 
after fernce is cvev^ and placii^ tba»f()(ii|| 
touod Ifim, conHBiana *c^ i)li#rti«<i^t- ^ ,gp 
'O^r fohie old fiM^-tuac : ^4lferl ^v^g flj?- 
teiidd-AiWhae, ooe t>f tlie^^otopa&y foraj^f^ 
=ltinza c£ Vtiifts*^ Hiii^ich *iia to It 'ia W<§- 
^laiqit^ imcftferfri diid as totisafc, anetli* 
TsegiaB-, iCQmipaittg'*ie tale, ^*, j:fef«^fl^:% 

^I09^ti$bv^,l^ucid. oilt a. w frnt hVinc e^tc^ 
ipween >lfaetr !fttnfr % iaad itibat i)f iflie ^It^iwi 
-tiEKiteffr in >carlyr'da3K^.TJ'>w #ii^*«ld]^fpM^ 
•^ttMtixkM, 'or (t^iinfoBaw^cmt >af 'Aanfi>^attt 

^^tg^ in qk-m^ar^^inknimid^et (than^di^ 
4b nbw.. -ffer e««»ipte, in ydih, ?«^^» 

ij^pm 'jpilvo:pi *»(^ /*fith a t^tljcirfalid jnosp. 

&m6 lia^afifcii\ ibb } that<e»tc«ipofe<vcrf«8 
fl|H5 neyersi«iT3t):qx .^o-wn, .and one roay^anly 
that much may go off yrdl wUi^a 

4, ?S^ 
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good ^nApt in llu^i^ vHJMich no one wouli 
irctd if they vrwt^ oiice fcgjUlered by ike 

I have sJre^dy aiTerted t^f: the ItAliaas at^ 
not a laughisj; (ution : were ridicuie to J^tjt 
la among. theip» many iopo^eqt pleaijirfid 
would focn be loft; a^d tlj^s amo^g A^ 
jfirft. For who would rifque the makis^ 
impromptu poems at Parish pour sqttir^t 
perjyiage iu t\ try CoUiric cowpnc ilfa^t * ? Or in 
Londooi at the hazard of \mx\%taken ^ and 
held up for a Idugbmg^ek at eytry pr^^^ 
Jiller^s vnndow? A man muft have gotd 
courage in England, before he ventures r^t 
diverting a little company by fuch devices : 
while one would yawn, and one would wbi^ 
per, a third would walk gravely out t£ *^ 
room, and fay to his friend upon i^be fiaiiai^ 
** Why fure we had bettf r read . o^K old 
poets at home, than be calkd togeth€i;i..U]fie 
fools, to hear what comes upporoipft id A)K!hr 
a-one's head, about his Daphne ! In .ffis^ 
time ! Why I have beoa tired of Di^m iwc^P 
I was fourteen years old.'' But theJM^ jtft 

♦ To draw upon one's felf the ridicule of fVcry polite 
sfiembly, -'^^ 

of 
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tyf all would be, to fee ati^ ordinary fellow, ^a 
fl!foinrig ^tajrer fot ei^taitiple, M ferioufly td 
make of repeat verf^ in our ftreets or fquares 
contoefnmg hh f(«ree!heart*s Cruelty; wheri ht 
^ould ht in more^ datiger frorh thai- of the 
Aob' artd the magiftrates \ who^ If the flf ft 
did tiot throw dirt at him, and drive him 
ht>flrfe quickly/ Woii^d eome themfelvec;, 
and examine into hi^ fanity, and if they 
foUnd him not fiattitably rrind^ commit him 
for dr vagrant* 

Different amufenients, like different forts 
tH food, fuit different countries ; and this is 
*mong the efforts of thpfe who have learned 
X^ refine their '//<f^r<f^ ivithout fo' refining 
their ideas as to be able no longer to hit on 
aWy pleafiire fubtSe enough to efcape their o\vh 
p6wer of ridiculing it. 

' Thi« city of Ferrara has produced fome 
ctirious and oppofite characters in times paft, 
tioWf^er empty it rtiay now be thought : one 
pdicfterfoo, and one finger, both fuper-emi- 
ttftlit ki tfhd* f rdlfeflions^ have dropp.ed their 
oim ftam^Sy and arc beft known to fame by 
rhat of H and La Ferrofefe. Nor can I leave 
it without fome reflections on the extritor- 

VojL. !• R dinary 
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dinary life of Renee de JFmnct, daughter of 
Louia XIL faniamed the |i^, and Anne de 
Bretagne, his firft wi£e^: Thk^ilady having 
roarried the fuxioiis HenmlescD^J^^y one of 
the fasuidfomefl: :mea in Saiisspey lived with 
hm here ia.miKh appfitent. felicity as 
Ducbcfe of Ferrara i hut j took :i6uch an aver- 
fioft to the church and court jof Rotne^ from 
the fuperftitions Ihe faw pra£tifed ia Italy, 
that though fher refoived'' tb odiflieinble her 
qpimons during the life of hier hufband^ 
whom (he wifhed not ta (Ufguft^ at the in- 
itant of hie death &c quitted ^S? her dignities; 
and retiring to France, was i&rate6;ed hj her 
father in the open profeffion of.Calviidfm, 
living a life of privacy and purity among the 
Huguenots in the fcaithern. provinces This 
Louis k J^ujie was he who gave the French 
what little pretenfions they Jua^e i ever ob- 
tained on which .to fix the foundations of 
future liberty : he. firft eflabfiihed a parlia- 
ment at Rouen, another at Aix.} but while 
thus gentle to his. fubjeds,: he .was-^ icourge 
to Italy, made his public:xeptry:>inita Genoa 
as Sovereign, and Jtore the MLbnoOEfe: from the 
JSforza family, fome?yhatJ3cfore(thc yearij^o. 

The 






Journey through italy. ^^^ 

Ifhe wdUkncwtf Francifcus' Ferrarienfis, 
Whfflfe name. WM Silweflcr^ h a charadler very 
^ppoflte toLthait'df fair Rea^e : he wrote the 
l^ft 1 dpQk>g)^ vf or. the Romais^ againft Lu-i* 
Idiicr, and g^bD)ediappla(u& from both fides for 
Ms QOntrovesdial powers ; while the flridtnefs 
e£ Ms life ga^e weight to his^doftrine^ and 
jdtmm^ndsd^ the h& which he delighted to 

i:,By.iimiit£ of Feirara tdo were firft coU 
^S(Sk^ the books that were earlieft placed i« 
the Atnbfofiaii Uhrary at Milan, Barnardine 
l^errariua^ whofe deep erudition and fimple 
mi^rm^n ^ineA him the favour of Frederick 
Bocromeo^ who fent him to Spain to pick up 
ike^ary rarities, which he bellowed with 
pieafure oa the place where he had received his 
education. His treatife on the rites of fepul-. 
"tiure ufed by the ancients is in good eflima- 
iioa;. and Sir Thomas Brown, in his Urn 
Mkriqlj . owefo Mm much obligation<i 

:The cuftom o£ wearing fwords here feem& 
^l35>qparQc«d Jcom fome connedion they have 
i bad wkh the Spaniards ; and Dr. Moore , ha^ 
^ea us aa admirable account cf why the 
•Highlaiid broad-fword is ftill called an -<i»-. 
drew Fefrara^ 

IL % The 
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The Venetians^ not often, or cafily mtf- 
n^idated b}? Papal power, having taken thb 
city in the year 1303, were obliged to reftorc 
k^ iiE>r fear, of the cimfeqiiences of Pope Borir- 
&ce the Eighth'^ excommunications; his 
difpleafure having before , then produced 
dreadful effefts in the conf]^racy of Baja- 
monti Tiq)ulo; which was fupprciJed, and 
he killed, by a woman, out of a flaming 
zeal for the honour and tranquillity of her 
country: and fb difinterefted' too was her 
fpirit of patriotifm^ that the only reward fhe 
required for a fervice fo effential, was that ar 
conliant memorial of it might be prcferveA 
in the drefs of the Doge; who from that 
moment obliged himfelf to wear a woman's 
cap under the ftate diadem, and fo bis fuccef- 
fors ftill continue to do. 

But Ferrara has other diftin<Sion3. — Bo- 
narellr here, at the academy of gVIntrepidf, 
r^d his able defence of that paftbral comedy 
fo much applauded and een&reid, called 
Filli di Sciro; and -here the' great Ariofta 
lived and died^ 

Nothing leads .however to a tefe gloomy 
train of thought, than the tomb of a celfe* 
brated man; where virtue, wit, or valouir 

triumph 
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triutnpls over death, and wait the confum- 
mation of all fiihlunary things, before th^ 
rettiembranx^tf of fuch fiiperiority fhall be loft. 
Italy muft' be ihaken from feer deepeft 
foundation, and England made a fcehe of 
general rsin, when Shakefpear and Aribftd 
fliall he fof^tten, and their names con- 
founded among deedlefe nobility, and worth- 
iefe wallers of treafure, long ago palled from 
hand to hand, perhaps from th6 dwellers in 
one continent to the inhabitants of another* 
It has hbcd eqilafly the fate of thefe two 
heroes of naodern literature, that they have 
pleafed their countrymen more than foreign- 
ers; but is that any diminution of their 
merit ? or Iho^ld it lerve as a reafon for mak- 
ing difgraocfol comparifons 1>etween Ariofto 
and Virgil, whom he Icorned to imitate ? A 
dead language i« like comnron ground;-^ 
all have a ri^t to pallure, and all a claim to 
give or to withhold admiration. Virgil is the 
old original trough at the c6rner of the road, 
where every palftr-by pays, drinks, and goes 
on his journey well refreflied. But the clear 
fpring in tlie meadow fure, though private 
property, and lately dug, deferves attention : 

R 3 and 
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and confers delight not only on the adual 
mafter of the ground, but on all his vifitants 
who can climb the ftylc, and lift the filver 
cup to their lips which h^nga by the foun- 
tain-fide^ f. 

t am glad, however, to be gone from a 
place where they are thinking lefs of all thefe 
worthies juft at prefent, than of a circum- 
ftance which cannot redound to their ho^ 
nour, as it might have happened to any 6ther 
town, and could do great good to none: no 
lefs than the happy arrival of Jofeph, and 
Leopold, and Maximilian of Auftria, on tlie 
thirtieth of May 1 775 ; and this wonderful 
event have they recorded in a pompous in-r 
fcription upon a ftone fet at the inn door. 
But princes can make poets, and fcatter 
felicity with little exerjtion on thpir own 
parts. 

At Tuillemont, an Englifh gentleman once 
told jne he had the misfortune to flecp one 
night where all the people's heads were full 
of the Emperor, who had dined there the 
day before; and fome wj/e fellow of th^ 
place wrote thefe lines under his pidlure : 

?ngrediti^T- 
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Ingreditur jnagnus magno de Caefare Casfar, 
Thenas, fub %no Cefvi, lira prandia furtiit. 



M 



He immediate^ &t down this dlftkh ui^der 
them : 

Our poor little town has n6 little to br%, 
The Emperor ivas here, and he dined at the 
Stag. : . . 



-t I 



The people jof the Inn concluding that this 
muft.b^ a high^ftrained compliment, it pro- 
duced )>imm^y. thanks from all, and a better 
breakf^ft tha^t he would othcrwife have ob- 
tained at Tuillemont. 

To-morrow we go forward to Bologna. 
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^- Se|:m5 at firft fight a very forrowful towt}^ 
and has a general air of melancholy that 
fyrprifes ow, a$ k is vpry handfpm^ly juidi 
re^ulariy built ; *nd fet in a cwntry fp par-^ 
tjcularly beautiful, that it is not cafy to ex^ 
ipre.fs the qature of its beauty, and to exprefs 
it fo that thofe who inhabit other countries 
9an underftancj m^ 

^ The territory belonging to Bologna h 
Grafla concenters all its chanofis in a hap-« 
py eptborippinf^. which leaves no wrinkle 
Vnfilled up, no bone to he difcerqed; 
Kke the fat figure of Gunhilda at Fonthill^ 
painted by Chevalier Cafali, with a face fuU 
of woe, but with a fleeknefs'of fkin that 
denotes nothing lefs than afflidion. Frona 
the top of the only eminence, one looks 
down here upon a country which to me has 
a new and Trngular appearance ; the whole 
horizon appearihg one thick carpet of the 
fofteft and moft vivid green, from the vicir 
nity of the broadrleaved mulberry trees, \ 
truft. drawn ftiU clpfer and cipfer together by 

their 
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their amicabla an4 pacific cmnpaoions the 
viaes, which keep cluftering round, aiuj 
conned thcp fo iatimateiy that no objeft 
can be feparately or diftinftly . viewed, any 
more than the habitations formed by animals 
^ho live in^ roofs, .when a large portion of it 
is J>refented to the philofopher for fpeculatioit 
One would not therefore, on a flight an4 cur- 
foty infpeaion, fufpeft this of being a 
p^inter^s country, where no prominence of 
features arrefts the fight, no eipreffion of 
latent meaning employs the mind, and no 
abruptnefs of tranfition tempts fancy to 
f€>Uow^ or imagination to fupply, the fudden 
lofs of what it contemplated before. 

Here however the great Caraccis kept 
tlieir fchool; here then was every idea of 
dignity and majeftic beauty to be met with ; 
and if / meet with nothing in nature near 
this place to excite fuch ideas, it is my faulty 
not ISologna'a. 

. If vain the toil. 
We ought to blame the culture, — not the foil. 

Wonderful indeed ! yet not at aU. dif- 
tradling is the variety of excellence that pne 

contem- 
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contemplates here; fuch inaftm-s ! and &ch 
fcholard ! The f^ecdy playful pencil of Al- 
bano, * I wouW compare to ' Waller among^ 
OUT Englifh poets } Domehlthitio to Otway^ 
and Guido Rheni to Rowe; lif fuch liberties 
might be permitted on the old hotibn 6f 
at pi3ura foefis. But there is an idea 
about the worid, that Ofie ought in delicacrj^ 
1:0 declare one's utter incapacity of underftand- 
ing pidures, untefe immedisttdy of Ae profcD 
fion.— And why fo ? No man protefts^ thdi 
he cannot read poetry, he can make no ple**i 
fure out of Milton or Shafctfpeary or fhuddeq 
at the ingratitude of Lear s daughtejrs on thfe 
ftage. .Why then fhould people pretend in* 
fenfibility, when divine Guerdno exerts^ hl^ 
unrivalled powers of the pathetic in the 6n4 
picture at Zampieri palace, of Hagar's dift 
miffion Into the defert with her fon ? WJjilc 
none elfe could have touched with fuch trutli 
of expreffion the countenances: of each j leav-? 
ing him. moft to be pi^ed, y perh^ps^ wbp 
iflues the wmnoapd againft fcis will, } ^ccqi^t 
panying^ it however with inpwmepWe bene^ 
didlions, «id: ajleyiiating its fc verity with tljue 
fbfteft tendernels. 

He 
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He only amoiB^ our poet* couWrhavr 
planned fuch 4 |4^ur«^,- i?s^ft pfenncdu.thei 
Eloifa, and kofiw the *§ow^ <9f ?* .W ilwgr^ 
gling agaioft 4iiip?rhHttod paffipps^ a«d ccw^r, 
quering fjx>m tibe nobleft motiy»t)f feitb ajo^ 
of obedience ^ ' . : :i 

Glorious ejfcf Hon of excellence j TMs b 
the firft time ,hjy. heart h4$ be0A Wi^wJe rierilir. 
^ive to tbei ppwfTs of this ma^cal ait. 
Candid Itelkns !^ 4et me agaia ? exclaim ; thcgf^ 
fliewed us ^ Yiwdyke in the faftie palace^ 
furroundedby the works of their own incom- 
parable countrymen; and tbete^ fay r they; 
** ^^ (pi^Jifip^^ circmdaria^.^^ You may 
^Imoft ruij round it, was the expreflfon. 
The pi<9:ure was a very fine -one ; a finglc 
figure of the Madona, highly, plaihted, and 
happily placed among thofe whot knew, *bc^ 
caufe they* jiofleffed his perfedions who dipew 
it. Were Hottier alive, and acquainted with 
our language h^ would admire that Shake- 
fpear whom VokiiriB cohdeinns; Twice in 
this town has Giiid& fliewed fhofe "powers 
which critic^ liav^ denied^ him: Chb poliref of 
grouping his figures with jpropriety, add dif* 

♦ You may almoft run round her. 

tributing 
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tributing his light and (hadow'to advantage : 
as he has fhewn it tut twice^ however, ic is 
certain the comioiffe«rs arc hot very wton^- 
and even in thofe yety perfbrmanees one may 
read their juftification ; for Job, thouglj •fur- 
rounded by a crowd of people, has a ftrangely 
infulated look, and the fweet &&rer on the 
fore-ground of his Herodido cruelty feeinr 
wholly uninterefted in the genei^al diftrefe,' 
and OQCUpies berfelf and every fpcftalor coip- 
pietcly and folely with her own ^particalof^ 
grief. - - 

The boafted Raphael here docs not la 
my eyes triumph over the wonders of this 
Caracci fchool. At Rome, I im told, his' ' 
fiiperiority is more vifiblc. Nous nji€rrons% 

The referved pidurc of St. Peter and StJ ; 
Paul, kept in the laft chamber of the^Zattt-^ 
pieri palace, and covered with a filk curtain, 
is valued beyond any fpecimen of the paifit-^ ' 
ing art which can be iQOved from Italy to 
England. We are taught to hope it wiH.^ 
foon come ^mong us ; and many fay .tlTe 
fale cannot be now long delayed* Why 
Guido fliould never draw another .pi(f^ur5S^ 
like that, or at all in the fame ftyle, who can 

♦ Wc fliaU fee. 

tell ? 
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teH ? it certdnly dbe§ unite every perfedlion^ 
*and evtry poffibk exdellertce, iXeepit choice 
of fubje(9:, tchidh cannot be happy 1 think^ 
whm the fobjciffcitlelf iS'left difpu table.* 

r^wiU mentibn only one other picture: it 
19 IcMH obfcure church, not an tfnfrequented 
cmt- by thefib pious Bolognefe, Whd are the 
moft deyoiil people I ever fived ainongfl:,, but 
I.tbinfe n<^ touch vifited' by travellers. It 
is painted by Alband, and reprefents the 
Redeemer of mankind as a boy fcarce tTiirteen 
yeard old: ingenuous modefty, ai^d meek 
r^fignatiort^ i>eaming from' each intelligent 
featUrd of a face divinely beautiful, and 
thtflwihg out ludiiuous rays round his facred 
head/whHe the blefled Virgin aftd St* Jofeph, 
plaeed on eacfh fide him, adore his gbodnefs 
with. '©•auiport not unmixed ^itli wt>nder: 
the iciftruraehts of his future paffion caft at 
his fce^ direftingiis to confider him as in 
that \ awfui ihomertt voluntarily devoting 
himfelf for tKe fins of the whole tvrorld. 

This piOUre, fntox the -fiiblfaiity of the 

fubjed,, the -Kvely Volburing, and clear ex- 

prefllbn, has few equals ; the pyramidal group 

drops in as* of itfelf^ unfought for, from the 

3, raifed 
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raifed ground on which oav Saviour ftahcfs i 
and among numberlels wild' conceits and ex^ 
travagant £inctisrof painters^ not only perr 
roittcd but encouraged in this country, lo 
deviate into what we juftly think profane re- 
prefentatidns of the deity : — this is the moft 
plcafing and inoffenfive device I have feen. 

The auguft Creator too , i& Ukewife more 
wifely conces^Ied by Albanp than by other 
artifts, who daringly prefume to exhibit that 
of which no mortal man can give or receive a 
jnft idea. But we will have done for a while 
with connoiffeurfliip. 

This fat Bologna has a triftful look, from 
the numberiefs priefts, friars, and women all 
drefled in black, who fill the ftfeets, and flop 
on a fudden to pray, when I fee nothing 
done to call forth immediate addrefTes to 
Heaven. . Extremes do certainly meet how- 
cyer, arid my Lord Peter m this place is fo 
like his fanatical brother Jack, that 1 know 
ftot what is come to him. To-mbrrow is the 
day of corpus domini • why it fliould be pre- 
ceded by fuch difrtial ceremonies I know not ; 
thereis nothing melancholy in tlie idea, but , 
we ihall he fure of a magnificent |)roceffion.. 

6 Sa 



JOURNEY THROUGH ITALY. 255 

So it waft tc% , an4 ., xj^on^^rfiilly well 
atjfindj?d :, noWi^m^a ai>d laidits^ with tapqrs ia 
^1^ hands^ jind their trdns borne by well- 
dtfe0cd pagesyjbaid a fine e&d. AU ftill ia 
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Black, but Tuch as in efteem 
Prince Memnon's fitter might befeem; 
^" ' With'Table flrdle of cyprefs lawn, 
1 -^ ^ O 'er' then- '^c^nf iboulders drawn. 

^ I never fa w a/pe(^;icle fo (lately, fo fo- 
Ijpnxn, a (hgw in^xmr life beft>re, aud was 
much: lefs tired of the lor^g continued march, 
^an wereiny Roin?in Catholic cpmpanions. 
., Our inn i* not a good one; the Pell^rino 
\% engaged for; th^e King, of Naples and his 
ttrain : the plsK^e . we . are hpufed in, is full of 
bugs, and every odious vermin : no wonder, 
furely, where, fuch oven-like porticoes catch 
and retain the heat as if conftru<3ted on fefr 
pprp9fe fo tp do. The Montagnola at night 
W^ fomqtbinj^ oC relief, but coptr^iry to every 
other refort of con^pany: the lefs it is fre- 
queijted the -.gayer . it appears; for Nature 
^here ha^ beei^; lavifhof her bounties, which 
feem J^reg2M-ded by the Bolognefe, who un- 
Uickily find out that there is a burying- 

ground 
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ground within view, thdugh at no frttall 
diftancc really j and planting themfelves ovef 
againft that, thcj (land or kneel for many 
minutes together in whole rows, praying, a» 
I underftand, for the fouls which once ani- 
mated the bodies of the people whom they 
believe to lie interred there j all this too 
even at the hours dedicated to amufenient. 

Cardinal Buon Compagni, the legate^ fent 
from Rome here, is gone home j and the 
rice- legate oHiciated in his place, much to 
the confolafion of the inhabitants, who ob* 
icrved with little delight or gratitude his 
endeavours to improve their trade, or hisf 
eare to maintain their privileges; while his 
natural difmclination to hypocritical manners, 
or what we fo- emphatically call catit^ gave 
them an averfion to his perfon and diflike of 
bis government, which he might have pre- 
vented by formality of look, and very tri* 
fling compliances. But every thing helps 
to prove, that if you wbuld pleafe peo- 
ple, it muft be done their way, not your 
own* 

Here are fome charming manufadhires in 
this town, and I fear it requires much felf-^ 
4eoial in an Englifhwoman not to long at 

leaft 



JOURNEV through ITALY. 257 

ieaft for the fine icrapes, tiffanies, &c, which 
might here be bought I know not how cheap, 
and would make one Jo happy in London or 
at Bath. But thefe Cuftomhoufe officers! 
thefe rats de cave^ as the French comically 
call them, will not let a ribbon pafs. Such is 
the reftlefs jealoufy of little ftates, and fuch 
their unremitted attention to keep the goods 
made in one place out of the gates of ano- 
ther. Few things upon a journey contribute' 
to torment and difguft one more than the 
leafing enquiries at the door of every city, 
who one is, what one's name is ? what one's 
rank in life or employment isj that fo all 
may be written down and cdrried to the chief 
magiftrate for his information, who immediate- 
ly difpatches a proper perfon to examine whe- 
^ther you gave in a true report ; where you 
lodge, why you came, how long you mean to 
ftay ; with twenty more inquifitive fpeeche», 
which to afubjedt of more liberal governmenfe 
muft neceffarily appear impertinent as frivolous, 
and make all my hopes of bringing home 
the moft trifling prefents for a friend abortive* 
So there is an end of that felicity, and we 
muft fit like the girl at the fair, defcribed by 
Gay, . .^:. 

Vol. I. S Where 
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Where the coy nymph knives, combs, and fciflars 

fpies, 
And looks on thimbles with defiring eyes. 

The Specola, fo they call their mufeum 
here, of natural and artificial rarities, is very 
fine indeed j the infcription too denoting its 
univerfality, is fublimely generous : I thought 
of our Bath hofpital in England ; more ufe- 
fully, if not more magnificently fo j but durfl 
not tell the profeffor, who fhewed the place. 
At our going in he was apparently much out 
of humour, and unwilling to talk, but grew 
gradually kinder, and more communicative ; 
and I had at laft a thoufand thanks to pay 
for an attention that rendered the fight of all 
more valuable. Nothing can furpafs the 
neatnefs and precifion with which this elegant 
repofitory is kept, and the curiofities con- 
tained in it have fpecimens very uncommon. 
The native gold fhewed here is fuppofed to 
be the largeft and moft perfect lump in Eu- 
rope ; wonderfully beautiful it certainly is, 
and the coral here is fuch as can be feen no- 
where elfe ; they fhewed me fome which 
looked like an adual tree. 

It might reafonably lower the fpirits of phi- 
lofophy, and tend to reftraining the genius of 

remote 
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remote enquiry, did we refle<9: that the very 
firft fubftance given into our hand as an 
amufement, or fubjed of fpeculation, as fooa 
as we arrive in this great world of wonders, 
never gets fully underftood by thofe who 
ftudy hardeft, or live longeft in it. 

Coral is a fubftance, concerning which the 
natural hiftorians have had many difputes, 
and fettled nothing yet; knowing, as itfhould 
feem, but little more of its original, than they 
did when they fucked it firft. Of gold we 
have found perhaps but too many ufes ; but 
when the profefTor told us here at Bologna, 
that filver in the mine was commonly found 
mixed with arfenick^ a corroding poifon, or 
lead^ a, narcotic one ; who could help being 
led forward to a train of thought on the 
nature and ufe and abufe of monev and mi- 
nerals in general, Siiivez (as Roufleau fays), 
ia chains de tout cela *. 

The a0:ronomical apparatus at this place is 
a fplenciid one ; but the models of archi- 
tecture, fortifications, &c. are only more 
numerous ; not fo exaft or elegant I think 
as thofe the King of England has for his 
own private ufe at the Queen's hpufe ia 

* Follow this clue» and fee where it will lead you to* 

S 2 St* 
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St. James's Park. The fpecimens of a human 
figure in wax are the work of a woman^ 
whofe pidture is accordingly fet up in the 
fchool : they are reckoned incomparable of 
their kind, and bring to one's fancy Milton's 
fine defcription of our firft parents : 
Two of far nobler kind — ereft and tall. 

This Univerfity has been particularly civil 
to women ; many very learned ladies of 
France and Germany have been and are 
ftill members of it ; — and la Dottorefla Laura 
Baffi gave lectures not many years ago in 
this very fpot, upon the mathematics and 
natural philofophy, till fhe grew very old and 
infirm ; but her pupils always handed her 
very refpedfully to and from the Doctor's 
chair. Che brava donnetta cloera ! * fays the 
gentleman who fhewed me the academy, as* 
we came out at the door ; over which a 
marble tablet^ with an infcription more pious 
than pompous, is placed to her memory ; but 
turning away his eyes — while they filled with 
tears— /^//i ntuofono f , added he, and I fol- 
lowed ; as nothing either of energy or pathos 
could be added to 'a refledion fo juft, fa 

* Ab, what a fine woman was tha]^ 
^ All muft die» 

tender^ 
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tender, and fo true : we parted fadly there- 
fore with our agrqpable companion and in- 
ftru£l;or juft where her cenotaph (for the 
body lies buried in a neighbouring church) 
was ereded ; and fhall probably meet no 
more; for as he faid and fighed — tutti 
muofono *. 

The great Caffini too, who though of an 
Italian family, was born at Nice I think, and 
died at Paris, drew his meridian line through 
the church of St, Petronius in this city, acrois 
the pavement, where it ftill remains a monu- 
ment to his memory, who difcovered the 
third and fifth fatellitcs of Jupiter. Such 
was in his time the reputation of a mineral 
fpring near Bologna, that Pope Alexander 
the Seventh fet him to analyfe the waters of 
it J and fo fatisfadlory were his proofs of its 
very flight importance to health, that the 
fame pope called him to Rome to examine 
the waters round that capital ; but dying 
foon after his arrival, he had no time to re- 
compence CafEni's labours, though a very 
elegantly-minded man, and a great encourager 
of learning in all its branches. The fucccflfor 
to this fovereign, Rofpigliofi, had different 

♦ All muft die. 

S 3 employment 
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employment found for him^ in helping the 
Venetians to regain Candia from the Turks, 
his difappointment in not being able to ac- 
complifti which defign broke his heart ; and 
Caffini, returning to Bologna, found it lefs 
pleafmg than it was before he left it, fo went 
to Paris, and died there at ninety or ninety- 
one years old, as I remember, early in this 
prefent century, but not till after he had en- 
joyed the pleafure of hearing that Count 
Marfigli had founded an academy at the 
place where he had ftudied whilft his faculties 
were ftrong. 

Another church, fituated on the only hill 
one can obferve for miles, is dedicated to the 
Madonna St. Luc, as it is called ; and a very 
beautiful and curioufly covered way is mad6 
to it up the hill, for three miles in length, 
and at a. prodigious expence, to guard the 

figure from the rain as it is carried in pro- 
ceflion. The afcent is fo gentle that one hardly 
feels it. Pillars fupport the roof, which de- 
fends you from a fun-ftroke, while the air 
and profpedl are let in between them on the 
right hand as you go. The left fide is clofed 
up by a wall, adorned from time to time 
with frefco paintings, reprefenting the birth 

and 



JOURNEY THROUGH ITALY. 263 

and moft diftinguifhed paflages in the life 
of the bleffed Virgin, Round tbefe paint- 
ings a little chapel is railed in, open, airy, 
and elegantly, not very pompoufly, adorned ; 
there are either feven or twelve of them, I 
forget which, that ferve to reft the procef- 
fion as it pafles, on days particularly dedi-^ 
cated to her fervice. When you arrive at 
the top, a church of a moft beautiful con-, 
ftrudion recompenfes your long but not te- 
dious walk, aad there are fome admirable 
pidures in it, particularly one of St. William 
laying down his armour, and taking up the 
habit of a Carthufian, very fine — but the 
figure of the Madonna is the prize they value, 
and before this I did fee fome men kneel 
with a truly idolatrous devotion. That it 
was painted by St. Luke is believed by them 
all. But if it was painted by St. Luke, faid I, 
what then ? do you think he^ or the ftill n>ore 
excellent perfon it was done for, would ap« 
prove of your worfhipping any thing but 
God ? To this no anfwer was made ; and t 
thought one man looked as if he had grace 
enough to be alhamed of himfelf. 

The girls, who fit in clufters at the chapel 
doors as one goes up, finging hymns in 

S 4 praife 
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praife of the Virgin Mary, pleafcd tne mucht 
as it was a mode of veneration inofFenfive to 
religion, and agreeable to the fancy; but 
feeing them bow down to that black 6gure, 
in open defiance of the Decalogue, fhocked 
me. Why all the very very early pidures) 
of the Virgin, and many of our blefled Savi- 
our himfelf, done in the firft ages of Chrifti-? 
anity fliould be blacky or at lead tawny, ia 
to me wholly incomprehenfible, nor could I 
ever yet obtain an explanation of its caufe 
from men of learning or from connoifleurs. 

We have in England a black Madonna^ 
very ancient of courfe, and of immenfe value^ 
;n the cathedral of Wells in Somerfetfliire j 
it is painted on glafs, and (lands in the mid- 
dle pane of the upper window I think, is a 
profile face, and eminently handfome* My 
mind tells me that I have feen another fome-? 
where in Great Britain, but cannot recolledt 
the fpot, unlefs it w?re Arundel Caftle ir^ 
Suflex, but J am not fure: none was ever 
painted fo fince the days of Pietro Perugino 
I believe, fo ^heir antiquity is unqueftioi^able ; 
he and his few contemporaries dijrew her 
white, as Sir Jofhua Reynolds and Pompeio 

Battoni, 

Whilft 
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Wbilft I perambulated the palaces p£ the 
Bolognefe nobility, gloomy though fpacious, 
jmd melancholy though fplendid, I could not 
but admire at Richardfon'sjudgment whenhe 
makes his beautiful Bigot, his interefting Cle- 
mentina, an inhabitant of fuperftitious Bo- 
logna* The unconquerable attachment (he 
^eW8 to original prejudices, and the horror 
of what fhe has been taught to confider as 
Jierefy, could fcarcely have been attributed fo 
happily to the dweller in any town but this : 
where I hear nothing but the found of peo- 
ple faying their rofaries, and fee nothing in 
the ftreet but people telling their beads. 
The Porretta palaqe is hourly prefenting itfelf 
to my imagination, which delights in the 
aiFurance that genius cannot be confined by 
place. Dear P^icbardfon at^Salifbury Court 
Fleet Street, and Parfbn's Green Fulham, 
felt all within him that travelling can tell, or 
experience confirm : he had feen little, and 
Johnfon has often told me that he had read lit- 
tle ; but what he did read never forfook a me- 
mory that was not contented with retaining, 
but fermented all that fell into it, and made 
^ new creation frpn^ the fertility of his own 

rich 



266 OBSERVATIONS IN A 

rich mind. — Thefe are the men for whom 
monuments need not be ered:ed. 

They in our pleafure and aftonifhment, , 
Do build themfelves a live-long monument; 

as Milton fays of a much greater writer ftill. 

But the King of Naples is arrived, and 
that attention which wits and fcholars can 
retain for centuries, may not be unjuftly paid 
to princes while they laft. 

Our Bolognefe have hit upon an odd 
method of entertaining him however : no 
other than making a reprefentation of Mount 
Vefuvius on the Montagnuola, or place of 
evening refort, hoping at leaft to treat him 
with fomething new I trow. Were the King 
of England to vifit thefe cart Bolognefe^ 
furely they would fliew him Weftminfter 
Bridge, with a view of the ArchbifhOp's 
palace at Lambeth on one fide the river, an4 
Somerfet-houfe on the other. 

A pretty throne, or ftate-box, was fbon got 
in order, that it was j and the motion excited 
by carrying the fire-works to have them pre-? 
pared for the evening's fhow, gave life tp 
the morning, which hung lefs heavily than 

ufual J 
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ufual ; nor did the people recolle<J3: the 
church-yard at a diftance, while the merry 
King of Naples was near them. His Majefty 
appeared perfectly contented and good-hu- 
pioured, and happy with whatever was done 
for his amufement. I remember his beha- 
viour at Milan though, too well to be fur- 
prifed at his pleafantnefs of difpofition, when 
my maid was delighted to fee him dance 
among the girls at a Fefta di Ballo, from 
whence I retired early myfelf, and fent her 
back to enjoy it all in my domino. He 
played at cards too when at Milan I recollect, 
in the common Ridotto Chamber at the 
Theatre, and played for common fums, fo 
as to charm every one with his kindnefs and 
affability. 

I am glad however that we fhall now be 
foon releafed from this upon the whole dif- 
agreeable town, where there is the beft pof- 
fible fopd too for body and mind ; but where 
the inhabitants feem to think only of the next 
world, and do little to amufe thofe who 
have not yet quite done with this. If they are 
fincere mean time, God will blefs them with 
a long continuance of the appeljation they fo 

juftly 
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juftly deferve ; and thofe travellers who pafe 
through will find fome amends in the rich 
cream and incomparable dinners every day, 
for the infeds that devour them every 
night J and will, if they are wife, feek com- 
penfation from the company of the half ani- 
mated pidtures that crowd the palaces and 
churches, for the half dead inhabitants who 
kneel in the ftreets of Bologna. 



FLORENCE. 



We flept no-where, except perhaps in the 
carriage, between our laft refidence at Bo- 
logna and this delightful city, to which we 
paffed apparently through a new region of 
the earth, or even air ; clambering up moun- 
tains covered with fnow, and viewing with 
amazement the little valUes between, where, 
after quitting the fummer feafon, all glow-, 
ing with heat and ' fpread into verdure, we 
found cherry-trees in bloflbm, oaks and 
walnuts fcarcely beginning to bud. Thefe 
mountains are however much below thofe of 
Savoy for dignity and beauty of appearance, 

though 
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though high enough to be troublefome, and 
barren enough to be defolate. Thefe Appe- 
nines have been called by fome the Back 
Bone of Italy, as Varenius and others ftyle 
the Mountains of the Moon in Africa^ Back 
Bone of the World ; and thefe, as they do, 
run in a long chain down the middle of the 
Peninfula they are placed in; but being 
rounded at top are fuppofed to be aquatick, 
while the Alps, Andes, &c. are of late ac- 
knowledged by philofophers to be volcanic, 
as the moft lofty of them terminate in points 
of granite, wholly devoid of horizontal 
ftrata, and without petrifadions contained in 
them. 

Here the trads around difplay 
How impetuous ocean's fway 
• • Once with wafteful fury fpread 

The wild waves o'er each mounttin's head. 

Parsons. 

But the offspring of fire (omtho^ Jhould be 
more flriking than that of water, however 
violent might have been the concufSon that 
produced them ; and there is no comparifoa 
between the fenfations felt in paffing the Roche 
Melon, and thefe more neatly-moulded Ap- 
penines ; upon whofe tops I am told too no 

7 lakes 
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lakes have been formed, as on Mount Cenis, 
or even on Snowdon in North Wales, 
where a very beautiful lake adorns the fum- 
mit of the rock ; which affords trout precifely 
fuch as you eat before you go down to No- 
vaiefa, but not fo large. 

Sir William Hamilton, however, is the 
man to be referred to in all thefe matters ; no 
man has examined the peculiar properties and 
general nature of mountains, thofe which 
vomit fire in particular, with half as much 
application, infpired by half as much genius, 
as he has done. 

We arrived late at our inn, ati Englifh one 
they fay it is ; and many of the laft miles 
were pafTed very pleafantly by my maid and 
myfelf, in anticipating the comforts we fhould 
receive by finding ourfelves among our own 
country folks. In good time ! and by once 
more eating, fleeping, &c. all in the Engltjh 
ivay^ as her phrafe is. Accordingly, here 
are fmall low beds again, foft and clean, and 
down pillows ; here are currant tarts, which 
the Italians fcorn to touch, but which we are 
happy and delighted to pay not ten but 
twenty times their value for, becaufe a cur- 
rant tart is fo much /;/ the Etiglijh way : and 

here 
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^€re are beans and bacon in a climate where 
it is impoflible that bacon fhould be either 
wholefome or agreeable ; and one eats infi- 
nitely worfe than one did at Milan, Venice, 
or Bologna : and infinitely dearer too ; but 
that makes it ftill more completely in the 
Englijh way. 

Mean time here we are however in Arno's 
Vale ; the full moon fhining over Fiefole, 
which I fee from my windows. Milton's 
verfes every moment in one's mouth, and Ga-^ 
Kieo's houfe twenty yards from one's door. 

Whence her bright orb the Tufcan artift view'd. 
At evening from the top of Fefole ; 
Or in Val d'Arno to defcry new lands. 
Hi vers or mountains on her fpotty globe. 

Our apartments here are better than we 
hoped for, fituated mod fweetly on the banks 
of this claffical ftream ; a noble terrace under- 
neath our window, broad as the fotith parade 
at Bath I think, and the line Ponte della 
Santa Trinita within fight. Many people 
have aflerted that this is the firft among 
all bridges in. the world; but architecture 
triumphs in the art of building bridges, and, 
though this is a n;ioft exquifitely beautiful 

' fabric, 
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fabric, I can fcarcely venture to call it ail 
unrivalled one : it fhall, if the fine ftatues at 
the corners can afEft its power over the f^ncy^ 
and if cleanlinefs can compenfate for (lately 
magnificence, or for the fire of original and 
unailifted genius, it fhall obliterate from my 
mind the Rialto at Venice, and the fine arch 
thrown over the Conway at Llanwrft in our 
North Wales. 

I wrote to a lady at Venice this morning 
though, to fay, however I might be charmed 
by the fweets of Arno's fide, I could not for- 
bear regretting the Grand Canal. 

Count Manucci, a nobleman of this city, 
formerly intimate with Mr. Thrale in Lon- 
don and Mr. Piozzi at Paris, came early to 
our apartments, and politely introduced us 
to the defirable fociety of his fillers and his 
friends. We have in his company and that 
of Cavalier d'Elci, a learned and accora- 
pliflied man, of high birth, deep erudition, 
^nd polifhed manners, feen much, and with 
every poffible advantage. 

# 

This morning they fhewcd us La Capella 
St. Lorenzo, where I could but think how 
furprifingly Mr. Addifon's prediction: was 
verified, that thefe flow Florentines would 

not 
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hot perhaps be able to finifh the burial-place 
of their favourite family, before^ the family 
itielf flix)uld be extindt. This refledion felt 
like one naturally fuggefted to me by the 
place; Doctor Moore however has the ori-r- 
ginal merit of it,^ as I aftenyards found ijt 
in his book: but it is the peculiar pro- 
perty of natural thoughts v\^ell exprefled, to 
fink into one's mind and incorporate them- 
felves with it, fo as to make one forget they 
were not all one's own. 

Poets y as well as jejlers^ do oft prove ^ 
prophets ■: Prior's happy predidion for the fe* 
male wits in one of his epilogues is come 
tri^e already, when he fays^ 

Your time, poor, fouls ! well take your very 

money. 
Female third nights fhall come fb thick upon 

ye, 6fc. ' 

and every hour gives one reafon to hope that 
Mr. Pope's glorious prophecy in favour of 
the Negroes will not now remain long unac- 
compliihed, but that liberty will extend her 
happy influence over the world j 

Till the freed Indians^ in their native groves. 
Reap their own fruits, and woo their fable loves. 

Vol. I. T I will 
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I will not extend myfelf in defcfibing thtf 
lieaps of fplendid ruin in which the rich 
i:hapel of St. Lorenzo tiow lies : fince the 
tlegailt Lt)rd Corke's letters were written, 
little can be faid about Florence not better 
faid by hi^n; who has beeii particularly 
copious in defcribing a dity tvhich every 
' body wiflies to fee cbpioiifly defcribed. 

The libraries here are exceedingly magni- 
ficent ; and We were called juft now to that 
which goes under Magliabechi's name, to 
hear an eulogium finely pronounced upon 
our circurrinavigator Captain Cook; whofe 
charader has attracted the attentioii, and ex- 
torted the efteem of every Europeati tiatlon: 
far lefs was the wonder that it forced my tears ; 
they flowed from a thoufand caufes : my dif- 
tance frdm England ! my pleafure in hearing 
an Engliftiman thus lamented in a language 
with which he had no acquaintance ! 

By ftrangers honoured, and by ftra^gers mourriM ! 

^ ... 

Every thing contributed to foften my heart, 
though not to lower my fpirits.^ tor when 
a Florentine alkfid me, how I came to cry (o ? 
I anfwered, in the words of their divine 
Meftaftafio : 

« Che 
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•* Che quefto pianto mio ' 

" Tutto non e dolor ; 
" E meraviglia, e amorct 
*^ E riverenza, e fpeme, 
" Son mille afFctti affiemc * 

** Tutti raccoki al cor." 

* 

*Tis not grief alone, or fear. 
Swells the heart, or prompts the tear; 
Reverence, wonder, hope, and joy, 
Thoufand thoughts my foul employ. 
Struggling images, which lefs 
Than faUing tears can ne^er exprefs. 

Giannetti, who pronounced the pane- 
gyric, is the juftly-celebrated improvifatore 
fo famous for making Latin verfes impromptu^ 
as others do Italian ones : the fpeech has 
been tranflated into Englifh by Mr. Merry, 
with whom I had the honour here firft to 
make acquaintance, having met him at Mn 
Gr^atheed's, who is our fellow-lodger, and 
with whom and his amiable family the time 
pafTes in reciprocations of confidential friend* 
ihip and mutual efleem. 

Lord and Lady Cowper too contribute to 
n^ake the fociety at this place more pleating 
^an can be imagined ; while Englilh hofpi«* 

T a tality 
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tallty fofteas down the ftatelincfs of TufcaU 
manners. 

Sir Horace Mann is Tick and old ; but 
there are converfations at his houfe of a Sa- 
turday evening, and fometimes a dinner, to 
which we have been almoft always alked. 

The fruits in this place begin to aftonifli 
me ; fuch cherries did I never yet fee, or 
even' hear tell of, as when I caught the' 
Laquais de Place weighing tw^o of them in a 
fcale to fee if they came to an ounce. Thefe 
are, in the London ftreet phrafe, cherries Ukt 
fjiimsy in fize at leaft, but in flavour they far 
Exceed them, being exadlly of the kind that 
we call bleeding-hearts, hard to the bite, and 
parting eafily from the ftone, which is pro* 
portlonately fmall. Figs too are here in fiich 
perfe<3:ion, that it is not eafy for an Englifh 
gardener to guefs at their excellence ; for it is 
not by fuperior fize, biit tafte and colour, . 
that they are diftinguiftied ; fmall, and green 
on the outfide, a bright full crimfoa within, 
and we eat them with raw ham, and truly 
delicious is the dainty. By raw ham, I mean 
ham cured, not boiled or roafted. It is no 
wonder though that fruits fhould 'mature in 
fuch a fun as this is; which^ to ^ive a juft 

notion 
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nofion of Its penetrtting fire, I will take leave 
to tell my countrywomen is fo violent, that 
I ufe no other method of heating the pinch- 
ing-irons to curl my hair, than that of poking 
them out at a fouth window, with the handles 
ihut in, and the glafles darkened tp keep us 
from being adually fired in his beams. Be- 
fore I leave off fpeaking about the fruit, I 
muft add, thit both fig and cherry are pro- 
duced by ftandards ; that the ftra wherries here 
are fmall and high-flavotired, like our woods ^ 
and that there are no other. England affords 
greater variety in that kind of fruit than any 
nation ; and as to peaches, nedlarines, or 
green-gage plums, I have feen none yet. 
Lady Cowper has m^de us a prefent of a 
fmall pine-apple, but the Italians have no 
tafte to it. Here is fun enough to ripen 
them without hot-houfes I am fure, though 
they repeatedly told us at Milan and 
Venice, that this was the cooleft place to pafs 
the fummer in, becaufe of the Appenine 
mountains fhading us from the heat, which 
they confeffed to be intolerable with them. 

Here however, they inform us, that it is 
madnefs to retire into the country as Engli(h 
people do during the hot feafon j for as there 

T 3 it. 
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is no {hade from high timber trees, one it 
bit to death by animals, gnats in particular, 
which here are exceflively troublefome, even 
in the town, notwithftanding we fcatter vine- 
gar, and ufe all the arts in our power ; but the 
ground-floor is cooleft, and every body ftrug- 
gles to get themfelves a terreno as they call it. 

Florence is full juft now, and Mr. Jean 
Figliazzi, an intelligent gentleman who lives 
here, and is well acquainted with both na^ 
tibns, fays, that all the genteel people come to 
take refuge from the country to Florence in 
July and . Auguft, as the fubje£ls of Great 
Britain run to the country from the heats of 
t^ondon or Bath. 

The flowers too ! how rich they are in 
fcent here! how brilliant in colour! how 
magnificent in fize ! Wall-flowers perfuming 
every ftreet, and even every paflTage ; while 
pinks and fingle catenations grow befide them, 
with no more foil than they require them- 
felves ; and from the tops of houfes, where 
you leaft expeffc it, an aromatic flavour highly 
gratifying is diflfufed. The jeflamine is large, 
broad-leaved, and beautiful as ah orange- 
flower ; but I have feen no rofcs equal to thofe 
at Lichfield, where on one tree I repo^edl 

counting 
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counting eighty-four within my own reach j 
it grew againft the lioufe of Dodqr Darwin, 
Such a profufion of fweets made me enquire 
yefterday morning for fome fcented pomatum, 
and they brought me accordingly one pot 
fmelling ftrong of garden mint, the other of 
rue arid tanfy. 

Thus do the inhabitants of every place 
forfeit or fling away thofe pleafures, which th? 
inhabitants of another place think they would 
ufe in a much wifer manner, had Providence 
beftowed the blefling upon tbem. 

A young Milanefe once, whom I met in 
London, faw me treat a hatter that lives in 
Pallmall with the refped due to his merit : 
when the man was gone, " Pray, madam," 
fays the Italian, " is this a g^ran rlccofie * T' 
" He is perhaps/* replied I, " worth twenty 
or tiiirty thoufand pounds j I do not know 
what ideas you annex to a gran rkcone^^ 
** phfantijjima vergine /" exclaims the youth, 
" s^avejli to i^ai Jettanta mila %€cchini ! non Jo 
pi4f troppocofamfarei ; ma quejlo e chiaro — non 
vmd^rei mat cappdlir-—^^ Oh dear me ! had 
J once feyenty thousand iejqpiji? in my pocket, 

— ' ' # Heavy. purred Yelto\y. 
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I would — dear--^I cannot think tnjkM what 
I fhould do with them all : but this at lieaft is 
certain, I would not/ell hats.^^ 

I • have been carried to the Laurentian 
library, where the librarian Bandi fliewed me 
all poflible, and many unmerited civilities j 
which, for want of deeper erudition, I could 
not make the ufe I wifhed of. We afked . 
however to fee fome famous manufcripts. 
The Virgil has had a fac Jimile made of it, 
and a printed copy befides ; fo that it cannot 
now efcape being known all over Europe. 
The Bible in Chaldaic charaders, fpoken of 
by Langius as ineftimable, and brought hi- 
ther, with many other valuable treafures 
of the fame nature, by Lafcaris, after the 
death of Lorenzo de Medici, who had fent 
him for the fecond time to Conftantinople 
for the purpofe of colleding Greek and Ori- 
ental books, but. died before his return, is in 
admirable prefervation. The old geographi- 
cal maps, made out in a very early age, 
afforded me much amufement; and the. 
Latin letters of Petrarch, with the portrait of 
his Laura, were interefting to me perhapi 
more than many other things rated much 

higher 
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higKer by the learned, among thofe rarities 
which adorn a library. fo comprehenfive. 

Every great natron except ours, -which 
was immerfed in barbarifm, and engaged in 
civil broils, feems to have courted the refi- 
dence of Lafcaris, but the univerfity of Paris 
fixed his regard : and though Leo X. treated 
with favour, and even fricndfhip, the roaa 
whom he had encouraged to intimacy when 
Cardinal JoIhi of Medicia; though he mad^ 
him fuperintendant of a Greek college at 
Rome ; it is faid he ahvays wifhed to die ia 
France, whither he returned in the reign of 
Francis the Firft ; and wrote his Latin epi-* 
grams, which I have heard Dodor Johnfcffli 
prefer even to the. Greek ones preferved ia 
Anthologia ; and of which our : Queen Eli- 
zabeth, infpired by Roger Afcham, defired 
to fee the author ; but he was then upon a. 
vifit to Rome, where he died of the gout at 
ninety-three years old. 



June 24, 1785. 

St. John the Baptift is the tutelary Saint 
of this city, and upon this day of (jourfe all 

poffible 
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poflible rejoicings are made. After attending 
divine fervice in the mornings we were car- 
ried to a houfe whence we could conveniently 
fee the proceflion pals by. It was not folemn 
and flately as that I faw at Bologna^ neither 
was it gaudy and jcknind like the ihow mtide 
at Venice upon St. George's day ; but con-i- 
fifled chiefly in vaft heavy pageants, or a fort 
of temporary building fet on wheels, and 
drawn by oxen fome, and fome by horfes; 
others carried upon things made not unlike a 
chairman's horfe in London, and fupported 
by men, while priefts, in various coloured 
drefTes, according to their feveral ftations 
in the church, and to diftinguifh the pa- 
rifhes, &c. to which they belong, follow 
finging in praife of the faint. 

Here is much emulation (hewed too, I am 
told, in thefe countries, where religion makes 
the great and almoft the fole amufement of 
men's lives, who (hall make moft figure on 
St. John the Baptift's day, produce moft rau- 
fie, and go to i^oft expenc^, , For all thefe 
purpofes fubfcriptions are fet an foot, for 
ornamenting and venerating fych ja piifittre^ 
ftatue, &c. whjch are then , added to tJb^ 
proceflion by the managers, and called a 

Confra' 
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.Confraternity, in honour of the Blefled Vir- 
gin Mary, the Angel Raphael, or who comes 
in their heads* 

The lady of the houfe where we went to 
partake the diverfion, was not wanting in 
her part j there could not be fewer than a 
hundred and fifty people ailbrhbled in her 
rooms, but not crowded as we (hould have 
Been in England ; for the apartments in Italy 
are all high and large, and run in fuits like 
Wanftead houfe in Eflex, or Devonfhire 
houfe in London exactly, but larger ftill : 
and with immenfe balconies and windows, 
not faflies, which move all away, and give 
good room and air. The ices, refrefhments, 
&<;. were all excellent in their kinds, and 
liberally difpenfed. The lady feemed to do 
the honours of her houfe with perfedl good- 
humour ; and every body being fuU-drefled, 
though fo early in a morning, added much 
to the general efFed of the whole. 

'Here I had the honour of being introduced 
to Cardinal Corfmi, who put me a little out 
of countferfance by faying fuddenly, " Wdl^ 
mdd^m i yoii never faw one of us red-^itgged 
partriiges before I believe ; but you are going to 
* I Rome 
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Rome I bear, where you willjindfucb feUotxrf 
Mi me fw rarities^^ The truth is, I had Jeea 
the amiable Prince d'Orini at Milan^ who wasi 
21 Cardinal ; and who had taken delight in 
feowiDg me prodigious civilities : nothing ever 
ftruck me more than his abrupt entrance one 
»ighl at o»r houfe, when we had a little 
mttfic, and every body flood up the moment 
he appeared : the Prince however walked for- 
ward to the harpfichord, and blefled my 
hufba^id in a manner the moft graceful and 
^fcieding : then fate the amufement out, and 
returned the next morning to breakfaft with 
us, wben he indulged us with two hours 
convcrfation at leaft ; adding the kindeft and 
moft preffing invitations to his country-feat 
among the mountains of Brianza, when we 
^ould return from our tour of Italy in fpring 
1 786. Florence therefore was not the firft 
place that fhewed me a Cardinal. 

In the afternoon we all looked out of our 
windows which faced the ftreet, — not mine, 
as they happily command a view of the river,, 
the Cafcine woods, &c. and from them en-- 
joyed a complete fight of an Italian horfe- 
race. For after the coaches have paraded up 

and 
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tmd down feme time to fliew the equipage^i 
iiveries, &c. all have on a fodden notice to 
tjuit the fcene of a<flion ; and all d^ quit it^ ift 
fijch a manner as is lurprifing^ The ftreet i$ 
flow covered with fawduft, and made faft at 
both ends : the ftarting-pofl is adorned with 
elegant booths, liiied with red velvet, for th« 
court and firft nobility : at the other end X 
piece of tapeftry is hung, to prevent the crea*^ 
tures from dafliing their brains out when 
they reach the goah Thoufands and tea 
thoufands of people on foot fill the courfe^ 
that it is ftanding wonder to me ftill that 
numbers are not killed. Th^ prizes are novr 
exhibited to view, quite in the old claflical 
ftyle; a piece of crimfon damaflc for the 
winner pcrliaps*; a fmall filver bafon and 
ewer for the fecond ; and fo on, leaving no 
performer uurexvarded. At laft come out the 
4:ohcurrentt without riders, J3ut with a narrow 
leathern ftrap hung acrofs their backs, which 
has a lump of ivory faftened to the end of it^ 
all fet full of (harp fpikes like a hedge-hog^ 
and this goads them along w^hile galloping^ 
tvorfe than any fpurs could do ; becaufe the 
fafter they run, the more this odd machine 
keeps jumping up and down, and pricking 

their 
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their fides ridiculoufly enough ; and It maket 
one laugh to fee that fome of them arc not 
provoked by it not to run at all, but fet about 
pluiiging, in order to rid themfelves of the 
inconvenience, inftead of driving forward to 
divert the mob; who leap and Ihout and 
caper with delight, and lafli the laggers along 
with great indignation indeed, and with the 
moft comical geftures. I never faw horfes 
in fo droll a ftate of degradation before, for 
they are all ftriped or fpotted, or painted of 
fome colour to diftinguifli them each from 
other ; and nine or ten often ftart at a time> 
to the great danger of lookers-on I think, 
but exceedingly to my entertainment, who 
have the comfort of Mrs. Greatheed's com- 
pany, and the advantage of feeing all fafely 
from her well-fitu^ted terreno^ or ground-floor. 
The chariot-race was more fplendid, but 
lels diverting : this was performed in the 
Piazza, or Square, an unpaved open place 
not bigger than Covent Garden I believe, 
and the ground ftrangely uneven. The cars 
were light and elegant; one driver and two 
horfes to each : the firft very much upon the 
principle of the antique chariots defcribed by 
old poets, and the laft trapped fliowily in 

various 
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various colours, adapted to the carriages^ that 
people might make their betts accordingly up- 
on the pink, the blue, the green, &c. I was 
exceedingly amufed with feeing what fo com- 
pletely revived all claffic images, and feemed 
fo little altered from the claffic times. ^ Cava- 
lier D'Elci, in reply to my expreffions of de- 
light, told me that the fame fpirit ftill fub- 
fifted exactly} but that in order to prevent 
accidents ariling from the difputants' endea- 
vours to overturn or circumvent each other, 
it wa? now futik into a mere appearance of 
conteft ; for that all the chariots belonged to 
one jnan, who would doubtlefs be careful 
enough that his coachmen fhould not go to 
fparring at the hazard of their horfes. The 
farce was carried on to the end however, and 
the winner fpread his velvet in triumph, and 
drove round the courfe to enjoy the acclama- 
tions and careffe* of the crowd. 

That St, John the Baptift's birth- day 
Ihould be celebrated by a horfe or chariot 
race, appears to have little claim to the praife 
of propriety ; but mankind feems agreed that 
there, muft be fome excufe for merriment j 
arid furely if any faint is to be venerated, he 
ilands foremoft whom Chrift himfelf declared 

to 
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to be the greateft man ever born of a 'wo* 
man* 

The old Romatis had an inftitution in this 
month of games to Neptune Equeftcr, as they 
<aHed their Sea God, with no great appear- 
ance of good fenfe neither ; but the horfe he 
produced at the naming of Athens was the 
caufe afligned — thefe games are perhaps half 
tranfmitted ones from thofe in the ancient 
mythology. 

The evening concluded, and the night 
feegan with fire-works ; the church, or du** 
omo, as a cathedral is always called in Italy^ 
was itiuminated on the outfide, and very beau- 
tiful, and very very ;nagnificent' was the ap- 
pearai>ce. The refledlion of the cupola^s 
lights in the river gave us back a faint image 
of what we had been admiring; and wherk 
1 looked at them from my window, as we 
were retiring to reft; fuch, thought I, and 
fainter ftill are the images which can be 
-given of a fhow in written or, verbal de-- 
fcription ; yet my Englifti friends fliall not 
•want an account of, what I have feenj for 
Italy, at laft, is only a fine well-knovvn aca- 
demy figure, from which we all fit down 'to 
make drawings according as the light falls, and 

our 
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our feat affords opportunity. Every man 
fees that, and indeed moft things, with the 
eyes of his then present humour, and begins 
defcribing away fo as to convey a dignified 
or defpicable idea of the object in queftion, 
juft as his difpofition led him to interpret its 
appearance. 

Readers now are grown wifer, however, 
than very much to mind us : they want no 
further telling that one traveller was in pain, 
and one in love when the tour of Italy was 
made by them ; and fo they pick out their 
intelligence accordingly, from various books, 
written like two letters in the Tatler, giving 
an account of a rejoicing night ; one endea- 
vouring to excite majeftic ideas, the other 
ludicrous ones of the very fame thing. 

Well 'tis true enough, however, and has 
been often enough laughed at, t^^t the Italian 
horfes run without riders, an^ fcamper down 
a long ftreet with untrimme^ heels, hundreds 
of people hooking them along, as naughty 
boys do a poor dog, that h*s a bone tied to his 
tail in England. This diverfion was too gpod 
to end with the day. 

Dulnell, dear Queen, repeats the jeft again. 

Vol. I. U We 



29© OESERVATIONS IN A 

We had another, and another jaft fucfr 
a race for three or four evenings toge- 
ther, and they got an Englifli cock-tailed 
nag^ and fet him to the bufinefs, as they 
laid he was trained to it ; but I don't recoi- 
led his making a more brilliant figure than 
his painted and chalked neighbours of the 
Gontinent. 

We will not be prejudiced, however ; that 
the Florentines know how to manage horfes 
is certain, if they would take the trouble- 
Laft night's theatre exhibited a proof of ikill^, 
which might fliame Aftley. and all his rivals. 
Count Pazzi having been prevailed on to 
lend his four beautiful chefnut favourites from 
his own carriage to draw a pageant upon the 
ftage, I faw them yefterday evening har- 
nefled all abreaft, their own matter in a 
dancer's habit I was told, guiding them him- 
felf, and perfonating the Cid, which was the 
name of the balle}^ if I remember right, mak- 
ing his horfes go > clear round the ftage, and^ 
turning at the lamps of the orch^ftra with 
fuch dexterity, docility, and grace, that they 
feemed rather to enjoy than feel difturbance 
at the, deafening noife of inftruments, the re- 
peated burfts of applaufe, and hollow found- 
of their owa lioofe upon tiie boards of a thea- 
tres 
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trc. I had no notion of fuch difciplincj and 
thought the praifeSj though very loud^ not ill 
beftowed : as it is furely one of man's ear- 
lieft privileges to replenifh the earth with 
animal life^ and to fubdue it^ 

I havej for my own part, generally fpeak- 
ing, little delight in the obftreperoUs cla* 
mours of thefe heroic pantomimes; — their 
battles are fo noify, and the acclamations of 
the fpedators fo diftreffing to weak nerves, I 

dread an Italian theatre — it diftrads me. 

And always the fame thing fo, every arid 
every night ! how tedious it is ! 

This want of variety in the common 
pleafures of Italy though^ and that furprif* 
ing content with which a nation fo fpright* 
ly looks on the fame ftuiF, and laughs 
at the fame joke for months and months to- 
gether, is perhaps lefs defpicable to a think- 
ing mind, than the afFeftatlon of wearinefs and 
difguft, where probably it is not felt at all j 
and where a gay heart often lurks under a 
clouded countenance, put on to deceive fpec* 
tators into a notion of his philofophy who 
wears it ; and what is worfe, who wears it 
chiefly as a mark of diftindion cheaply ob- 
tained ; for neither fcience, wit, nor courage 
»xc now found neceffary to form a man of 

U 2 fafhion^ 
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fafliion, or the ton^ to which may be faid as 
juftly as ever Mr. Pope affirmed it of iilence, 

That routed reafon finds her fure retreat in thee. 

AfFedation is certainly that faint and 
lickly weed which is the ciirfe of cultivated, 
— not naturally fertile and extend ve coun- 
tries ; an infect that infefts our forcing ftoves 
and hot-houfe plants : and as the naturalifts 
tell us all animals may be bred down to a 
ftate very different from that in which they 
were originally placed ; that carriers^ andjhn^ 
tailsy and croppers^ are produced by early ca- 
ging, and minutely attending to the common 
blue pigeon, flights of which cover the ploughed 
fields in diftant provinces of England, and 
Ihew the rich and changeable plumage of 
their fine neck to the fummer fun ; fo from 
the warm and generous Briton of ancient 
days may be produced, and happily bred 
down^ the clay-cold coxcomb of St. J^pies's- 
llreet. 

In Italy, fo far at lead as I have gone, 
there is no impertinent defire of appearing 
what one is not : no fearching for talk, and 
torturing expreffion to vary its phrafes with 
fomething new and fomething fine ; or elfe 
finking into filence from defpair of divert- 
ing 
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ing the company, and taking up the oppo- 
fite method, contrivhig to imprefs them with 
an idea of bright intelligence, concealed by 
modeft doubts of our own powers, and ftifled 
by deep thought upon abftrufe and difficult 
topics. To get quit of all thefe deep-laid 
fyftems of enjoyment, where 

To take our breakfaft we projeft a fcheme. 
Nor drink our tea without a ftratagem, 

like the lady in Dodor Young ; the fureft 
method is to drop into Italy ; where a conver- 
fazione at Venice or Florence, after the fo- 
ciety of London, or les petit sfotipers de Paris^ 
where, in their own phrafe, un tableau nat^ 
tend pas V autre "^^ is like taking a walk in 
Ham Gardens, or the Leafowes, after les par-- 
terres de Verfailles ed i Terrazzi di Genoa. 
"We are affeded in the houfe, ' but natural in 
the gardens. Italians are natural in fociety, 
affedked and conftrained in the difpofition of 
their grounds.* No one, however, is good or 
bad, or wife or foolifh without a reafon why. 
Reftraintis made for man, and where religious 
and political liberty is enjoyed to its full ex- 

♦ One pidure don't wait for another. 

U 3 tent. 
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tent, a$ in Great Britain, the people will 
forge fhackles for themfelves, and lay the 
yoke heavy on fociety, to which, on the con- 
trary, Italians give a loofe, as compenfa- 
tion for their want of freedom in affairs of 
church or ftate. 

It is, I think, obfervable of uncontradict- 
ed, homebred, and, as we fay, fpoiled chil- 
dren, that when a dozen of them get together 
for the purpofe of palling a day in mutual 
amufement, they will make to themfelves the 
ftri£teft laws for their game, and rigidly pu^ 
nifh whatever breach of rule has been made 
while the time allotted for diverfion lafts : 
but in a fchool of girls, flriftly kept, at their 
hours of permitted recreation no diftinft 
founds can be heard through the general cla-p 
mour of joy and confulion ; nor does any 
thing come lefs into their heads than the notion 
of impofing regulations on themfelves, or 
making fport out of the harfh founds of rule 
and government. 

Ridicule too points her arrows only among 
highly-polifhed focieties — Paris and London: 
\n the firft of which all wit is comprifed in the 
power of ridiculing one's neighbours, and in 
the other every artifice is put in praftice to 

4 efcape 
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^fcape it. In Italy no fuch terrors rcftrain 
conVerfation ; no puMic cenfure purfues that 
fantaftical behaviour which leads to no pub- 
lic offence ; and as it is only fear which can 
beget falfehood, thefe people feek fuch be^ 
havior as naturally fuits them ; and in our 
theatrical phrafe, they let the character come 
to them, they do not go to the character. 

Let us not fail to remember after all, that 
fuch feverity as we ufe, quickens , the defirc 
ofpleafing, and deadens the difFufion of im- 
moral fentiments, or indelicate language, in 
England j where, I muft add, for the honour 
of my country, that if fuch liberties were 
taken upon the ftage as are frequent in the 
firft ranks of Italian fociety, they would be 
hiffed by thofe who paid only a ftiilling for 
their entrance : fo that afFe<3;ation and a forced 
refinement may be confidered as the bad 
leaden ftatues ftill left in our delicately-neat 
and highly-ornamented gardens ; of which 
elegance and fcience are the white and red 
rofes : but to be poffeffed of xhcirfweets^ one 
muft venture a little through the thorns.—^ 
Tbornsy though figurative, remind one of the 
cicala^ a creature which leaves nothing elfe 
^litouched here. Surely their clamours and 

U i^ depre-9 
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depredations have no equal. I ufed to walk 
in the Boboli Gardens, defying the heat, 
till they had eaten up the little (hade fome 
hedges there afforded me ; and till, by their 
inceffant noife, all thought is di(hirbed, and 
no line prefented itfelf to ray memory but 

Sole fub ardenti relbnant arbufta Cicadis * -, 

till Mr. Merry's fweet ode to fummer here 
at Florence made one lefs difcontented, 

To hear the light cicala's ceafelefs din. 

That vibrates Ihrill ; or the near-weeping brook 

That feebly winds along, 

And mourns his channel (hrunk. Merry. 

This animal has four wings, four eyes, and 
tv\^o membranes like parchment under the 
hard fcales he is covered with j and thefe, 
it is faid, create the uncommon noife he 
makes, by blowing them fomewhat like bel- 
lows, to (harpen tlie found ; which, whatever 
it proceeds from, is louder than can be guelTed 
at by thofe who have not he^rd it in Tuf- 

cany. He is of the locuft kind, an inch and 

» ^ ^_^_____ ■ ^^ 

♦ While in the fcorching fun I trace in vain 
Thy flying footflcps o'er the burning plain, 
The creaking locufts with my voice confpire. 
They fried with heat, and I with fierce defi re. 

a half 
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a half long, and wonderfully light in propor- 
tion ; though no fmall feeder, I ihould ima- 
gine, by the total deftruftion his noify tribe 
make amongft the leaves, which -are now 
wholly ftript by them of all their verdure, 
the fibres only being left ; and I obferved 
yefterday evening, as we returned from air- 
ing, another ftrange deprivation pradifed on 
the mulberry leaves round the city, which 
being all forcibly' torn away for the ufe of 
the filk- worms, make an odd fort of artificial 
winter near the town walls ; and remind one 
of the wretched geefe in Lincolnfhire, pluck- 
ed once a year for their feathers by their 
truly unfeeling proprietors. I am told indeed, 
that both revegetate, though I truft neither 
tree nor bird cai> fail to experience fatal efFedts 
one day or other in confequence of fo unna- 
tural an operation. Here is fome ivy of un- 
common growth, but I have feen larger both 
at Beaumaris caftle in North Wales, and at 
the abbey of Glaftonbury in Somerfetfliire : 
but the great pines in the Cafcine woods 
have, I fup^fe, no rival nearer than the 
Caflagno a Cento Cayalli, mentioned by Mn 
Brydone. They afford little fhade or fhelter 
from heat however, as their umbrella-like 
1 coveting 



%^ OBSERVATIONS IN A 

covering is ftrangely fmall in proportion to 
their height and fize i fome of them being 
ten, and fome twelve feet in diameten Thefe 
venerable, thefe glorious produdions of na« 
ture are all now marked for deftrudion 
however ; all going to be put in wicker bas- 
kets, and feed the Grand Duke's fires. I 
faw a fellow hewing one down to-day, and 
the reft are all to follow ;— the feeble Floren- 
liniss had much ado to mafter it ; 

Seemed the harmful hatchet to fear. 
And to wound holy Eld would forbear, 

as Spenfer fays : I did half hope they could 
not get it down; but the loyal Tufcans 
(evermore awed by the name oiprincipe) told 
us it was right to get rid of them, as one of 
the cones, of which they bore vaft quantities, 
might chance to drop upon the head of a 
Princip(ttino^ or little Prince, as be pafled 
along. 

I was obferving that reftraint was neceflary 
to man j I have now learned a notion that 
noife is neceflary too. The ' clatter made 
here in the Piazza del Duomo, where you 
fit in your carriage at a coffee-houfe door, 
and chat with your friends according to Ita- 
lian 
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Kan cuftom^ while one eats ice, and another 
palls for lemonade, to while away the time 
after dinner, the noife made theQ and there, 
I fay, is beyoqd endurance. 

Our Florentines have nothing on earth to 
do ; yet a dozen fellows crying ctambelU^ 
litde cakes, about the Iquare, aUifted by beg- 
gars, who lie upon the church fteps, and 
pray or rather promife to pray as loud as their 
lungs will let them, for the anime /ante di 
purgatorio'^ ; ballad-fingers meantime endea- 
vouring to drown thefe clamours in their 
own, and gentlemen's fervants difputing at 
the doors, whofe matter fhall be firft ferved ; 
ripping up the pedigrees of each to prove fu- 
perior claims for a biituit or macaroon ; do 
inake fuch an intolerable clatter among them, 
that one cannot, for one's life, hear one ano- 
ther fpeak ; and I did fay juft now, that it 
were as good live at Brcft or Portfmouth 
when the rival fleets were fitting out, as here ; 
where real tranquillity fiibfiflis under a buftle 
inerely imaginary. Our Grand Duke lives 
with little ftfete for aught I can obfcrvc 
here j but where there is lead pomp, there 

♦ Holy (bills in purgatory. 

IS 
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18 commonly moft power ; for a man muft 
hz:vt/omething pour fe dedommager f, as the 
French exprefs it '; and this gentleman pof- 
fefling ihtfolide^ has no care for the clinquant^ 
I trow- He tells his fubjedls when to go to 
bed, and who to dance with, till the hour he 
chufes they fhould retire to reft, with ex- 
aftly that fort of old-fafliioned paternal au- 
thority that fathers ufed to exercife over their 
families in England before commerce had run 
her levelling plough over all ranks, and an- 
nihilated even the namq^ of fubordination. 
If he hear of any perfon living long in Flo- 
rence without being able to give a good ac- 
count of his bufinefs there, the Duke warns 
him to go away ; and if he Joiter after fuch 
warning given, fends him out. Does any 
nobleman Ihine in pompous equipage or 
Iplendid table j the Grand Duke enquires 
foon into his pretenfions, and fcruples not 
to give perfonal advice, and add grave re^ 
proofs with regard to the management of 
each individual's private affairs, the eftablifti- 
m^nt of their fons, marriage of their fitters, 

t To make himfelf amends. 

&Ct 
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&c. When they appeared to complain of 
this behaviour to me^ I know not, replied I, 
what to anfwer : one has always read and 
heard that the Sovereigns ought to be- 
have in defpotic governments like tht fathers 
of th^ir family : and the Archbifhop of Cara- 
bray inculcates no other condudl than this, 
when advifmg his pupil, heir to the crown 
of France. " Yes, Madam," replied one of 
my auditors, with an acutenefs truly Italian ; 
" but this Prince is o\xx father-in-law T The 
truth is, much of an Englifh traveller's plea- 
fure is taken off at Florence by the inceflant 
complaints of a government he does not un- 
derftand, and of oppreffions he cannot re- 
medy. 'Tis fo dull to hear people lament the 
want of liberty, to which I queftion whether 
they have any pretenfions ; and without eyer 
knowing whether it is the tyranny or the 
tyrant they complain of. Tedious however 
and moft uninterefting are their accounts of 
grievances, which a fubje<S of Great Britain 
has much ado to comprehend, and mor« to 
pity ; as they are now all heart-broken, be- 
caufe theyjnuft fay their prayers in their own 
language and not in Latin, which, how it 

can 
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can be conftrued into misfortune, a Tufcad 
alone can telL 

Lord Corke has given us many pleafing 
anecdotes of thofe who were formerly Princes 
in this land. Had they a fovereign of the 
old Medici family, they would go to bed 
when be bid them quietly enough I believe^ 
and fay their prayers in what language be 
would have them : 'tis in our parliamentary 
phrafe, the men^ not the meafures^ that offend 
them ; and while they pretend to whine as if 
defpotifm difpleafed them, they deteft every 
republican ftate, feel envy towards Venice, 
and contempt for Lucca. 

I would rather talk of their gallery than theif 
government : and furely nothing made by man 
ever fo completely anfwered a raifed expectation, 
as the apparent contcft between Titian's recum-* 
bent beauty, glowing with colour and animated 
by the warmeft expreffion, and the Greek fta- 
tue of fymmetrical perfedion and finenefs 
of form inimitable, where fculpture fupplies 
all that fancy can defire, and all that imagi-- 
nation can fugged. Thefe two models of ex- 
cellence feem placed near each other, at once 

to 
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to mock all human praife, and defy all fu- 
ture imitation. The liftening flave appears 
difturbcd by the blows of the wrcftlers in the 
fame room, and hearkens with an attentive 
impatience, fuch as one has often felt whea 
unable to diftinguifli the words one wifties ta 
repeat. You really then do not feem as if 
you were alone in this tribune, fo animated 
is every figure, fo full of life and foul : y^ 
I commend not the reprefenting of St. Catfaa'* 
rine with leering eyes, as flie is here painted 
by Titian ; that it is meant for a portrait^ 1 
find no excufe ; fome character more fuited 
to the expreffion fliould have been chofenj 
and if it were only the pifture of a faint, that 
expreffion was ftrangely out of charadlcr.. 
An anachronifm may be found in the Tobit 
over the door toOy by acute obfervers, who- 
will deem it ill-managed to paint the crofs m 
thexlouds, where it is an old teftament ftory^ 
and that ftory apocryphal befide; might I 
add, that Guido's meek Madonna, fo divine- 
ly contrafted to the other women in the room^ 
lofes fomething of dignity by the afFeded 
pofition of the thumbs. I think I might leave 
the tribune without a word faid of the St. 
John by Raphael, which no words are wor- 
thy 
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thy to e»«ol; -Mp all foWiipity.^ «cul yfkef^, I 
Idok on. it I feeli«wthii:^ but:vep(|i5a|iQ«| ^pwfli- 
ed t5 afton^ment. i XJnlike tb« elegptat firf 
gure oC the Bbpti^.^l !?%dge, QflR^ere4 witli^ 
gla6,*and belonging j|p j^ consent jaf fri^s, 
who told me,.^nd 4ri%»j;i;5J?^t..jt.hafl ^ 
equal ;, it is panted j?yj^qy^d(^„\v^h^i5(;j5.p^- 
%aioA,.of fprfi>,4pd ^v,^^^ ^^^e c)Cj^^i|s^ 
fion. I agree with thprn^it ^as^ncjtf q^j b^t 
ia .the tribune .a^ tloi:?fiqe,,{un^„^f fo|^.^, 

fnfteripr* ; .: .>;;'tUil> ?',? M>;">i i 

yijs wesre j^^i^t. cpqdMfs^ :tmt ^hf a J^JS^ 
^^^..has.^n ..^rtment l,Q .k^^^^n W^ mW* 
thpught I» d§ftr Mrs..Siddoij^..ha^ neyef„ff^, 

t^s figure i, l?ut,;th«fe ?i^hp ^aip^ lite ital^^)||r« 
without emotions equally impoljiblp, .to cqa- 
tain or to fupprefs, deferve the fate of Nic^W^ 
and have already half-fufff ?«d>^ «.>!,! 3fl<^ir 
hearts and eyes, are ftone. . ,; v.;,^ ,. i^i 41^ 
Nothing is .worth fpeaki»g ,pf;.^fter . t|i«j 
Niobe ! Her beauty !' her mfternal ^anguii^ I 
her clofely-clafped Chloris ! hw l^ii^aifcd 
head» fcarcely daring to depreqate that venr 
geance of which fhe already > feels fuch dread-< 
ful effeds! What can one do 

But drop the fhady curtain on the fcene, 

and 
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ztd run toTec Ike {H»traits of A^t artifts who 
have f sirfted one's ideas of hm3Mn nature^ and 
ihewn what man can perform. Among thefe 
worthies a R-kifli eye foon diftinguifhed Sir 
Joihua Reynolds ; a ctdzen of the world 
hAm§ his to LecNdwdo da Vihci« 

I h«f« bftift out to dinner in the country 
iumt Pfi^o, mmI wlitt A charming, what m^ 
delightful thii^ k a nobleman's feat near 
Floieaa* ! How ^^lieeiful the fociety ! how 
j^kndid 61c cMoftte! how wonderful the 
]Mr€(%«A6 m ibis f^unu country ! The Arno 
roHiog b^ore lii^ houk^ the Appcnincs rifing 
behind it ! a figtu of fertility enjoyed by its 
SnhibitAntSy mA f vi6w of fuch defences to 
their property as nature alone can be- 

ftow. 

A peAiaiKrjr fo rich toOj that the wive^s and 
dAUgteers of the farmer go dreifed in jewels ; 
Add thofc of no fmall value. A pair of oner 
drop ear-rings, a broadifh necklace, with a 
long piece hAnging down the bofom, and 
terminated with a cirofs, all of fet garnets 
clear and perfe(3:, is a common, a very com- 
mon treafure to the females about this coun- 
try ; and on every Sunday or holiday, when 
they drefs and mean to look pretty, their 

Vol. L X elegantly- 
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ftrongiyi thougl^ I .^o not tbinj^^^hem as 
lwidf9^e as. tl>/e JL.09j^3,rd J^ffe^ jand our 
Yenetiap friends prpteft^that.^h^. fjf^ni^er& at 
Crema in tbeir ftate are ftill richer. 

, La Conta^indla Tpfca«ia bpwevieh^ rn ^ very 
XHflh wbi*e filk potticoat, ^wflMdlfl^y 6»IB 
iwd il^dcut, .to.iheA^; her /msiit ,pd^ flip^p^e aadr 
pretty ancle,. bfiC: pink rc^/^^/i <^ /f^^^ as4 
ftraps, with white filfc J^sipg/down th^ fte- 
Baiachcr, puffed fhifi; ileew»> with beasy Ia$:e 
robbins ending at the elbow, and hQim^dcf^ 
the (houlder^ with at baft eight or xnn^ bf ws 
€f narrow pink^j riWpon, .n lawnj^ndkfjrc^^^ 
trimmed wftj^ broad lac^putrpa, filttffi^^t 
coquettiihly, ^nd fii^iihing iA^frpg^ .J^tbj^a 
nofegay, muft naake a loyely figure 9iijgT\f 
rate : though the h?iir is . fh:aw;|i ?iWay^ Jff gip 
the face in a y^ay rather, too tig^t fft be jbe-- 
coming, under a. red velvet cufhion edged 
with gold, which helps to wear it off I think^. 
but givCvS the fiaaall Leghorn hat, lih^d with 
green, a pretty perking air, which is infi- 
nitely nymphifli and fraart. - A tolerably 
pretty girl fo dreffed may furely more than 
vie with a Jille d^ opera upon the Paris ftage, 
even were ftie not £et off as tliefe are with 

a very 
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ai^erynch'fuit of'peatlsoi* ifet -garnets that 
ih ftiiiU t>r £ngfend would ^6t be piirch'afed 
for kH th^ii idrty dt fifty founds : ahd I am 
how fpeaklng of the wbrn^^ft' p'ei|>etually under 
one's eye ; not one or 'l w6 picked frdM the 
ct&wii ' like ' Mi<i.^ ^^ttinij an inn-keeper's 
^ife itf :Fb?'etiee, WfeO) -*^hen fhe Was dreffed 
fins th% JO) afc^^t^nde^wo nights Ago, fubmitted 
hft^ fbtefy tb Mr& Greacheed:*6 infpe6kion and 
mf ©ttan ; ^h<^ agreed fhe ' could not bp. £o 
ia^rttSd iii i£t^lacni for kfs* thai) a^ thouiknid 

^^ It'is tftii tht abMfity ate |*oud of- letting 
y&it'ke hoW 'e6tnfortably their dependants 
iW^^'Tbfcany J i but can any pride be more 
ratSonal % "generous, dr any defire more pa- 
tH6tick ? Oh may they never look with lefs 
delight^ CfA t!htf hap{)inefs of their inferiors! 
aaid^theh kh&f 'l^cill. not murmur at theuf 
"pt?rice, ^ftfcfe protection of tbis rank among 
liis^fubjedfe is eminetitly tender and attentive. 

Retiirning home ffom our fplendid dinner 
and agreeable day pafled at Conte Mannucci's 
country-feat) white our noble friends amufed 
me with various chat, I thought fome unac 
countable fparks of, fire feemed to ftrike up 
and down the hedges as if in perpetual mo- 

X a tion* 
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tion, but checked the fancy concluding it a 
trick of the imalginatioQ only^ till the Sveii* 
Ing, which fhuts in fttahgWy qutefel here in 
Tufcanj, grew dkA, dhA eiHlbitSrf an ap- 
pi&t^cc Wholly new tb me ; whofe furprife 
that, no flame folbwed thcfe wandering fires 
-was not fmally wh^p J recollcdle^ the ftate 
of deficoation that nature fufier^d* and had 
done fpr fome months,- My diflik,e of inter- 
rupting an agreeablq converfation kept me 
long from enquiring into the caufe of this m- 
. pearance^ which however I doubted not was 
eledlrick, till they told me it wa$ the lucciola^ 
or fire^fly \ of wh^ich a very good account is 
^iven in twenty bool^s, but I had forgoUen 
them all. As the Florence Mifcellaiiy . j has 
never been publifhpd^ I will copy ^p^t wn*t is 
faid of it tbert^ becaufe ' the Abate , Fontapa 
l^vas confulted wheij that ^ defqi^pStion was 

" This infedl^he^ differs^ fr^jljteypry o^er 
of the luminouft^ tj;jJ^c, b^pj^^.^te light i? by 
no means pon^mj^^ but ^v[^\\x^^\^\ flaflxes, 
fuddenly ftriking om a^ it (^i^i when 
cruflied it leaves a luftre on the fpot for a 
confiderable time, from whence one may 
cfOhclude its nature is phofphorick/* 

Oh 
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'■WiMiPi^^^^n chmpomWrn appears ro be'a 
Hiiiio&a'^?6f^ni:' a(3H%iH"iilfikm"ibr^te- 
ter, whence it m^y te le'^qiea an anirnai Ail- 

fiicceff- 
^, , andf to 




Lty 

The colour of the Iky viewed, when one 
tfare^ W Ifiik at il, through this pure atmo- 
fphei-i' ik ^^krtrcularly beautiful ; of a much 
iri(!jti K^imV 4\id celeflial blue I think, than 

ii' 2pp^^" from the to«*fer of St, Mark's 

* JO., jfi • ■ - ■ ■ 

» ^^V\ of fulphur by th« Uell. i. 

J I i ^ 3 Place, 
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Place, Venice. Were I to aflSritt'that thelfea is 
of a more peculiar tranfparent brightnefe fipon 
the coaft of North Wales than clfeWhere^ it 
would feem prejudice perhaps, and; yet % 
ftridly true : I am not l$f3 perfuaded that tlfe 
iky appears of a finer tint in Tufcatiy than 
any other country I have viflted ^.^Nijilfei 
is however the vaunted'^ climate, anif tHit'yet 
remains to be examined. ^* '^ jJ 

I have been fhewed, at the horle-race, the 
theatre, &c. the unfortunate grandion of 
King Tames the Second. He goes much into 
publick ftill, though old and fickly j.^iv.es th? 
Englifh arms and livery, and wears the gar- 
ter, which he has likewife beftowed upon Ijis 
natural daughter. The Princefs of Sto|dberg^ 
his confort, whom he always called Oue^n^ 
has left him to end a life of difappp^tment 
and forrow by htmfelfy with the fad reflec- 
tion, that even conjugal attachment, and of 
ccurfe domeftic comfort, was denjied to , Iflm^ 
and fled — -in defiance of poetry and fidipn— - 
fled with the crown, to its p9^A^er^u).j ^y^ 
triumphant poflTeflbrSt . . » i 

The Duomo, or Cathedral, has engaged 
my attention all to-day : its prodigious fize, 

perfe^ 

17 
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perfect proportions, and exquifite tafte, ought 
to l^^ve . detained me longer. Though the 
o^tiide ^ipcs not^pleafe me as well ks if it had 
been lefs ,rich and l^s mjignificent. Super- 
fluity always defeats its own pyrpofe, of ftrik- 
ing you with awe at its fuperior greatnefs ; 
while (impiicity looks on, and laughs at its 
vain attempts. This wonderful church, built 
of ftriped marbles, white,, black, ai^ red 
alternately, has fcarcely the air of being fo 
compofed^ but looks like painted ivory to me^ 
who am obliged to think, and think again, 
before I can be fure it is of fo ponderous 
and maffy, as well as fo ineftimable a fub- 
ftance : nor can I, without more than equal 
difficulty, perfuade myfelf to give its fudderi 
view the decided preference over St. Paul's in 
Ldn4on, Which never, never mifles its irame- 
^iaf6 effeift on a fpe£lator, 

^ Put ftapds fublime in fimpleft majefly. 

The Battifterio is another ftrudure clofc 
to the church, and of furprifmg beauty; 
Mtchsd^l^Angelo faid the gates of it deferved 
to be thofe which open Paradife : and that 
fpecch was more the fpeech of a good work- 

X 4 man. 
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by i^ profefljQft* . The g^tf^d^re^iftf hitefe^ 

ai)d c;»rY€;ATWi^ofiLicl> ^yftrietf irf iofwuttim^ 
%l^^l^oratif^ ef art .aft^fio^mrit)^ tifafc 
iTicf.f)j^f9 exeqit tb©t wWcdi ihc.tgaiw ttCBaii 
qi^^ld l^vef^b^en tq^ffe^. tiTiicftiDt fasts ndtf 
bj^e^ ufc4/ia^^ the days^wJrefl iilimtkiidtokr 
bfpti%f,wpBiJi^iM«i>rtoceflat^ tbifti&ratitm jna 
c?539?x)ny ftWl f«tf^i(krci4j by the GK«fc church 
as.ipici^peni^^. sW^fc^thfei dyputea.claIlceMH 
iQg /^/^ iacrawe^t w€W caririedrion with' m«l% 
di^flpcy ^i^ iJefe feftiw^ traffCQur atoong 
Chriftia^J^ tba<^ .thofe .wWch'ffdated^Hia tte 
otbe^ gr^at rplqcjge^v^. our ^p0ardaQ,vdiettxdm-r 
nxui^ating yiithii^urrjSjrviDiiniaCh4?ift-)dn ^iiia 
laftj gjLjpper^ I,rkr>ow not, nspr «an imagifi^* 
Every page of eo(j}efiflftiQalihiftoryi€4jbibits^th^ 
tenacioufnefs with which tiie iinallt^ft ^en^ 
aiu circumftanpe>on this laft-uneBrtioried^facra-^^ 
mgnt has been held faft by tbe Romarrift^, wh* 
dropped the immerfion at baplJfifi of them- 
felves ; and in fo warm a climate t^ ! it it^oves 
jny wonder^ whpn nothing is m&ct bbvioii^ 
to the meaneflL underftanding, t|an tliat if 
X)xt firft facrament is not rightly and duly* 

adm;- 



wMiMAtt^^ofwe nefki IhSSH arrive at re- 
<5el»idgilhe3«h^^« ail.^ I hbpe it is impoP 
fiHtefof ^ftffiHWtt^fs thtfn fgyraf tdVifli the 
ocmtiMtmce ^ itvival of contentions fo dit 
gisR:efa^^w^iiMm2tttity in genferafj fa pectT'- 
liarijfjrqnignant to the true fpirit of Chrijftia- 
iiitDyr, pjwhicipt ottififts chtefly i^ charity, attd 
thatrferbdierfy teve werfcndtv^ to have* betfn^ 
eemOTttoivby tte \Aood of otrr btefed Lord*: yet^ 
vdi^yi ilmi^.^ k *ifo toct think^ that ivhilc othet" 
imwvalions have beetf lifted even to death,, 
fcawfilylany namong the many fedts we have; 
dmdcd' into^ retain l^ original form in that 
centmomy )fo emphaticfllly called cbrijlening. 

EEhefe obfervauiqns fuggefted by the- fight 
of itlie old font at Florence Ihall now be facn 
cee^^d .by: lighter fubjefts of refletJiiony 
ana(jpgiy^hici tbeuiirft that prefents itfelf is 
the ^^PfriKM' elegaoce of the language; for- 
till we arrive bere^ ' all is dialed j though by 
th^ \yord I would not have any one miftakc 
me, oi- updpyft^ipd it as meant in the limited 
fenfeof, a pj^viiicial jargon, fuch as York- 
ihiYfoPsJ^yfewe^ or Cornwall, prefefit us with ; 
w^ere eiYeiy^lbunji is ttorruption, barbarifm. 

The 
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T\^ Sut?? of Italy being all under different 
rulers, are kept feparate from each other^and, 
fpeak ^ difFerenjt dialed ; that of Mil^l? full 
of confonants and harfh to the ear^ but 
abounding with clafGcal exprefiions that^- 
joice on^'s heart; and fill one with thp Qddeflt. 
b^t moft pleafmg ienfations imaginable. U 
heardals^dy there call a ruxia^way noblemaijL 
P^rofugo mighty prettily ; and ^ded, |ha^ h^s» 
CQn^u£l: had put ?if^ the, town into orgqfma 
grands. AH this, however, the Tufcar^ may 
po^blyhavein common with tbcm. My know- 
ledge of the language muft remain ever too 
impcrfcft for me to depend on my own^&ill 
in it ; all I can affert is, that the Florentines 
appear J as far as I have been competent to 
obferve, to depend more on their own co- 
|)ious and beautiful language for expreffion, 
than the Milanefe do j who run to Spanifh, 
Greek, or Latin for afEftance, while half 
their tongue is avowedly borrowed from the 
French, whofe pronunciation, in the letter 
Uy they even profefs to retain. 

At Venice, the fwectnefs of the patois is 
irrefiftible ; their lips, incapable pf ptlering 
finy but the fweeteft founds, rejeCk ail confo- 
nants 
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nant^'diey dan gbt quit of j^^nd ihake ^their 
iri6uths (Ii*bp'!i0ney ihore cdmp!efcly; than ft 
ca'^1)^Tat3 by any eloquence I^efs mellifiuoii^ 
Jnafi their own. 

'^Iie ^BbTogneid aialed is detefted by t^c 
Other Itahans, asgrols and dilagreeable m its 
lounds: but every nation has the good word 
of Its own inhabitants; and the languaee 
which Abbate Bianconi, praiies is nervous and 
expreluve, I would adviLe ncJ perfon, lefs 
learned t^'ah Iiimfclf, to cenfure as difgufting. 
or condemn as dull. 1 itaid very httie at Bo- 
logna : Yaw nothing but tfieir piiSures^ and 
heard nothing but their prayers : thofe were 
fuperior, I fancy, to all rivals. Language 
can be never fpoken 01 by a foreigner to any 
fefte£tofcqnvi<3ion. I have heard our coun^ 
tryman, Mr. Greatheed himfelf, who per- 
h^ps poflefTes more Italian than atmoft any 
Englifliman, and ftudies it more clofely, re- 
fafe to decide in critical difpufations among 
his literary friends here, though the fonnets 
he writes in the Tufcan language are praifed 
by the nattvesr, who beft underffand it, and 
havebeeri by^fome of therti preferred to thofe 
>vrltten by Milton himfelf. Mean time this is 

"' acknow- 



,.6 Q,BS^Egyy^T|J)^S . J{J„.A 

acknpwlfidged tphe the jftpme. city for purity 
oiphrdtc arid delicacy or , exprcffioq, vvhiclu 
at lafi. IS fo difeuifed to . ine by the euttural 
Ji^nner m which many founds are prq^ 
riounceclj that I feel half weary of runnincr 
about from town to town lb, and never arriving 
^t any, where I can underftand the ^6nvfer&* 



li 



ttifii vM3iii p^tt^ng aff tbe'attciitfcw poffibl 
to' their* (fifp^iihirftf. I iix 'hcfw '<o!« that Id 

jNothing caabegfipttifr, however, tnanme 
fidw and tranquil manners of a Florentine : 
nothing more polilhed than his general ad- 
drefs and behaviour : ever ii;i me tmra per- 
iod,^ though to a blackguard m the jftreet, if 
he has not the honour ot ms, particular ac- 
Guaintanfe, while mtimacy produces vpt in 
t lofe of the highelt rank, who pall ,pne anor 
ther Carlo and Angelo very Iweetly ; the la-^ 
dies taking up. the .lame notion, and laying 
JuOuila. or Maddalena, without any additiou 

J The Don and Donna, or Milan were oncnf 
live to ijoe lomenow, as they conveyed ^n idea 
of opain, not ..Italy. , pere Signora is the 

term,, wkich better pleafes^ one s ear, an^ 

' '"- ■ '-"'if ■ 

' ' Signora 
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Signora Conteffa, Sigriora Pnncij^'fla, if tKe 
perfon is 6t Higher quanty/ feJemtles'tuf 
mannei's more when we' fay niy T-adj, 
Duij^hefs, &c. W^tftrikes me as moft ofe- 
fervabje,, is the unifpr^ty of ftyle m 3II tlje 
jjreat towns. , 

,2^t Venice 
f^ftiign, fjff^^ 
believe the ^ 
their Gondolier 
Ian talkspo brc 
if fhe does not 
■foreign«ir,'^a8 1 
in vain, to talk 
thus, (iHa cajti t 
laughs at iihC 

as flie cans It',, and gives the point up with 
n(? cor altr, that comes in at the end of every 
fentence, and means non occorre altro ; there 
, is no more occurs upon the fubje^l. 

The Laquais de Place who attended us at 
Bologna was oije of the |ew perfons I had 
met then, who fpofce a language perfeftly 
intelligibre to me. *' Are you a Florentine, 
pray friend, faid I ?" " No, madam, but 
the combinations of this world having led me 
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tor talk ctmch trftb ftratagers," I' contrive W 
i^^/^iea^ifall I can for /i&^/^^ vantage, land 
doubt not but it will teiid to tny own at 
Mr ' \ 

Such a feimment, & €xprefled Vy i foot-^ 
man, would fet i, plain mah in Lotrd6tta 
laaghfng, and make a fanciful Lady fmaglhe 
he was afioblemin difgUifed/ ^Hf6re^h6body 
laughs, nor nobody flares, hor wonders that 
flieir valet fpeaks jutt a^ gooct ISngliage^ 
or utters as well-turned fefttfences as t'h^ih- 
felves. Their cold anfwcr fo my amazertirent 
h as comical as the fellow*s fine ftyle — e bat^ 
tfzzato *, fay they, come not altri f . But we 
are called away to hear the fair Fantaftici^ 
a young woman who makes improvifo vcrfes^ 
and fings them, as they teH me, with infi- 
nite learning and tafte. She is fucceflbr to the 
celebrated Corilki, who no longer exhibits 
the power Ihe once held without a rival : 
yet to* her converfa^fions evef y 013!^ ftill ftrives 
for admittance, though flic is now ill, and 
old, and hoarfe with repeated cfolds. She 
fpares, however, now by no labour or fatijgiie 
to obtain and keep that fuperiorit j^ itid ' ad- 

* He has Wen baptized, ^ f As well as we. 

' mirationr 



TO*ir?kt^9i» .which ope. /d^y.p^i^s.g^i^ her ^- 
moft equal txQubte to receivje^nd to rej>ay. But 
^ho c:^n b^ar to l^y their' iau^ls by ? ,^ C^ 
rilla is gay by nature, and witty, if I mfy 
fay fOp by habit ; . jrqjjlete wi^h fancy^ and 
powerful f to combine images apparently dif-^ 
tant. Mankind i$ at laft more Juft to people 
of talents t;h^n is univerf^Uy allowed,'! thinks 
Corilla. without pretenfions either to imma- 
culat^ ch^radter (in the Englifji fenfe), deep 
erudition, or Ibigh \\rih^ which aii Italiaii 
efte^ma above all earthly things, h^s fo madt 
her way in the world, t;hat all the nobility 
of both fexes crowd to her houfe ; that no 
Prince pafles through FJorence without wait- 
ing on Gorilla | that the Capitol will long re- 
colFedi her being crowned there, and that 
many %cre5^s hay^' W qnly; fo^^ ^r 
company, bj^^t V'^ ^been Qbliged to put up with 
flights from herjindependent fpirit, and frbm 
her airy^ gather th^an^haughty behaviour. She 
is, however, (I cannot guefs why) not rich, and 
keeps no carriage ; but enjoying all the eflGeft 
of money, convenience, company, and gene-* 
ral attention, is probably very happy ; as {he 
d:oes not much fuffejr her thoughts of the 

next 
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next woridto Afhirb htr M)lftil9< ih^tkis^ l 
believe, wltUe iMffHhg td IbM 'isv^ly thHig 
into mirth, and mtke ^ admiHs ber^l\^^%A 
at the expence 6f tbeir own wtue. ^te Hi*' 
lowing Epignto; madb by htft«; 'wft ei^Mltt 
my meaning, atid gtre ft i jjwec lmeft ^IMk 
f refent powers of impi^MMSoii, iinMkcll^ttV 
by ill health ; and I might wkt,' uni^af^ 
i)y it. An old gentlistlian haw, one OmM^ 
I'efla Groffa had a yomg "orilc, iiAdfr mmk 
was Mary, and who brou^lltfli a ftm w Hl i i' 
he was more than feventy yttn old. OmBfct 
led him gaily into the circle of company willi 
thefe words : 



*« Mici Sigiiort lo vi pif ien|o 
" II buon Uomo Gaetano i 

«* Che non sa che cofa fia 
" II mifterio fbvr'timano 

" Del Figlhioio di Maria." 



- 1 



Let not the infidels trii|ittph howiever^ . of 
rank among them the truIj^-UMnpuiGoripai 
*T«is but therage, I hope, of i^cpn^ at fuiy 
nU( the &me ihe has gained^ when the ftroeC 
Toice is gone, which once cncha^iMl itf Kfact 
iMard it'-r-li^ the daughters of Pienos ia.O«ii» 






anii fiiWity ta h«r,,lH»fbawii giy# her every 
d^fti^ upf^ onef hiai% and^fvery juf): pre-| 

tlUi ilivChifi 4iiiMiM:vfWl)ich ckiS^ le^mr[ 
lii§t^*«^<Jk ttfttlkaift^t^ co^ibincd t^ 

produG^ JitrbjOM^fra ^gt^ful. retolledion of 
^mi^x^Btki^ l^liferetzcJiYfid trow Gorilla, 4i># 
iMtfvpegsttUi^lil^ rmlflxpuld be fy i^^-r 






For tMo* flic treachet-otis tapftcr, Thomas, ^ 
Hangs a new angel ceil doors from us, . 
We IwiW it both a Ihame and fin 
To quit the tnie old Angdi Ino^ - 

We!l ! if feme ptpple have tOo little appear- 
ance of* refpe^ f^ MligSon, there are others 
who oSend onel>y^1iaTi];ig.tOQ mildly and fo 
the balance is kept even* 

' We w6:e' a SraittS laft night in the gar- 
dens <>f Porto 8ti Gftll6^ and met two or ihree 
w)rfHoiicif% Wonn^ of the feabu^ rtok, ^ with 
a lilfc j^ foiir tjf frre year* old at nwft, dreSed 
in <ReRa^ of t Dotaii^can Fri^r, heftowing 
tht henedidipg as he walked alocg like an 
officiating Pirieft. I £elt ft fliQck gtvea to all 
/.Yql-I. -Y my 
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my nerves at once, ancJ aiked Cavalier B'EJci 
the meaning of fo ftrangc a device. His re- 
ply to me vras, ** E^dhoi^one mat initfa^ 
Signora */' and turning rotttfd to the bther 
gentlemen, ** Now this «bHy;''raid he; '^ a 
hundred years ago would havt been thl^^cb- 
je£t of profound veneratioA arid f)rt)di'|^t)us 
applaufe. Fifty ycarfr hcncei it WiAiId 
be cenfured as hypocritical ;'' It is^^idSw 
paffed by wholly unnoticed, fetcept by' ^is 
foreign Lady, who, I believe, thoiight it 
was done for a joke. ' * 

I have had a little fev^rfinc^ J cafne^ hither 
from the intenfe b^at I truQ $ but o^jn^^^^d 
has a worfe ftilk Dd^^ ^BiOrlttef^f'with 
that liberality whtcfa ever is ffckmd^^ attend 
real learningy preferibed JafriiesV jiowdiA^ to 
her. and bid me attend to Biichisrti^^Do- 
meftick Medicine^ and I, fhould do.well 
enough he faid. , , . , < I 

Mr. GreathMd, M^^^^^ 
dulph^ and IVk^Piozzi,4^ on 

a party.Q£.pleafure to fee the renowned Val- 
lombrofa, and came home contradi£ling Mil« 
ton, who fays^tlie d<h^i!s^^4ia«^tWi -q ^nl l 

...*i., «*.' iX -. it 1** t,J'* J. I ,f<JLiA' 

* 'Tis aNuiidcritoo*«fevofioAv 'widiiiir- • '''' ■ 

TWck 
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Thick as autumnal leaves in VaUombrofa: 

Whereas, fay^^tjiey^ the trees are all ever- 
ffc^i^in thofe woods. Milton, it feems, was 
right no(w:i|hftan^iag : for the botanifts tell me, 
tha^Q^tbiogma^^more litter than thefliedding 
of Ifi^y^s^ whi^h rj?place themfelves by others, 
as^^/gu^ tl\c plaqts^ ftiled ever-green, which 
clj^^e jike every tree, but only do not change 
all at (^Q, and remain (Iript till fpring. They 
fjp^ejb^g^y of their very kind and hofpitable 
reception at the convent, where 



Safe from pangs the worldling knows^ 
^ Here fecure in Calm rcpofe, 
ivFar fr^ Kfe^s perplexing maze, 
3iEfae)pidiir Withers pais their days ; 



f ^ -^ 
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;WMe,|}i?1??|l'Afhrm.tinkliag found 



-od^^^R^ ^c jiTf Qitot round. 
Here the traveller elate 




from ^very >yc. 

-liM 2nJbib£iJii03 ^r^^ni uv^y b:'' 

Thb piq»«,^^n^ ^x^t4 Benedic- 

tineSjfituated in the Appenincs. about eigh- 

teen mi|g|fcf^iin,yl^lp^g5»ce, oww ita origiiwl 

3j'>idT Y 2 to 
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to Giovanni Gdalbferto, a Tufcati nobleman, 
whofe brother Hugo having been killed by a 
refatibn'in'the ye^r loi^; ^he refcTyed 'to. 
avenge lifs death^; b'tlt happening to meet* fhe 
alTaflin alone ■'dftc^fn k fofitafy place, '^M- 
the'r'he appear^^ to have* been dnven'By 4 
feriie of guilt, ari'^ feeing tiim fnddenfy * *d?o& 
down at his feet, an3 tirlthbut' uttering a Word 
produce froin his bdfo'm a' eruciftk;^^h<^rfg 
it up'in a fuppKcitin^ gefture, v^tK ToM fliB:- 
ihiffively iniploring; he fehr the fofte bf'thls 
filent rhetoric, and gendroiifiy gave* hife"eneif y 
free pardon. - : i - 

On further refledion upoti the ^ ftrildtig 
fcene, Giialberto felt ftill- more affected ; aiid 
from feeing tbe dangers and teiaptatititos 
which fiirroraiid a buftting life, ^efoW^ 
to quit the too miich mixfed fcrclfcty oF^Min- 
kind, and fettle in a ftate of pferpdtual tel&iB* 
ment. For this purpofe he chofe VaTlorfibi'^^, 
and there founded the fdmou^ ^ cdriveiltftfo 
jullly .admired by all vsrho vifitit.' ' ' ^^'^^'^ ' 

Such ftpriesiead one forward^tb th6 tottib^ 
of Michael Angdo and the- jgreSt Oaill^, 
v^hich'Iaft I looked bh tb-day With^Vei-eftrft, 
pity, and wonder ; to. think tfcat a chanJgttffo^ 
furprifing fhould-be made in woridly afF&irs 

lince 
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fince his time ; that the, man ^ho no logger 
ago, than. die yoar 1656, wa? l)y the torments 
znd tejTors of the Inquifition, obliged for- 
mally to renouJ9ce,,a3 hereticaiy accurfed, and 
contrary to rdigj^oii^ the i^eviyed do<Slrines of 

Cqperwcws^ fhouM no^ have a monument 
er^fte^ tohis^eropry, in the very city wher^ 
hi^ was hqiftiy whence he was cruelly torn away 
tQ anfwer at Rome for the fuppofed offence ; to 
which he rjefurne^lj^nd ftrange to tell, in which 
he Jiv^d on, by. his own defire, with the wife 
Avjtio, by her dif9oyery of his fentiments, and 
information given to the priefts accordingly, 
had paufed his ruin; and who, after his 
death, in a fit ^ of mad miftaken zeal, flung 
into thq fir^e, in company with her confefTor, 
^^1 the pap^s fhe could find in his ftudy. 
, ,.,!l^ow ^orxderjful ^re thefe events ! and how 
fvv'^t muft jthe; icience of aftrqnomy have 
bpeft.tp >,tli2^ pqpr, man, vvhp fuffered all but 
adual martyrdom in its caufei ,IJow odd too, 
that ever Galileos {pn^ by fuc:h ^ mother as 
mh^yn i^%-^#ed, fhould ^apply himfelf 
tOltbe )fafBf$. ftudifs, ,and be the inventor of 
4hfi Ji0>plQitp^a4uiu^i fo meceflary to every 
Jti^Qfiri^cferrW^fc! . :; 
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Religiotn prajudices. hotj^erer^; aad^thdr 
eSt&i-^>itnApikaiBikt hee'tb ISvud thdrjofandR: 
fiiftl wsndtxGon too^tatf rW^'fbcm^' wnxer 

hak'Ai^ weixtitotnt ih tbe^ {kmi^o^ccttbtdnd 
With D^ SMrth; ' who perlft^' n^Diild have 
^f eti Cfedtt ibnoium^ rtt^i^afi6A,L<Ji4)ich 
ihbiifrf Have told him Ai&t cveirt- -wSUd take 
■blacfe.''' "■' '■' ' ■ '-■-''-•'^'''' '•"■'''' ^."ix.T-- . 

Weane now ^iiig focm -to' leive'Wttferice, 
feat of the arts" aind refi'deAce 'of 1irei*ature ! 
I flxall be ilihceribtjr forry to ^uit 'a bity ^ere 
not a ftep can be * taken^ withopt k new or a 
revived idea being added to our fibre; '—where 
fuch (latues as would in England Have colleges 
founded, or palaces built for their r«:'eption. 
Hand in the open ftreet j t^e Centaur, the 
Sabine woman, and the Juftice : Where the 
Madonna della Seggiola reigns triumphant 
over all pi^ures for brilliancy of colouring 
and vigour of pencil. 

It was the portrait of Raphaelle's favourite 
miftrefs, and his own child by her fate for 
the Bambino : — is it then wonderful that it 
fliould want that heavenly exprefBon of dig- 
nity divine, and grace unutterable, which 

breathes 
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breathes t|n'Ough the fchoo) of Caracci? 

Coanoiffistirs^ wdi haYe allceXce^eace united 

iot0ne4nftifi*e|dai|diquaiTei imkiodlr|r^if merit 

foflflU^ kind^vbe^vtMHing $ S^ tl^fMaddnna 

:idm^:89gg^al hm n^iire ^f^iTfio^mmend it, 

^»84 «nieb^iWta^ft/?fd.nQ)t h^\4f^c^ ; |f the . 

;^yw»g,»pd,jte«^. ^mdpUyfHl w^ocencc of 

:^jP§f'r^Mi*^<^)^ ?^^^^^^ ^lalights and 

detains one's attention^ it may be fouad to 
4^^.i^fl|ipfl^,,poirible perfe^iott Ja^^jiiaftqr far 
^ijfcripijtoi^ap^ae^^^^ Carlo Maji^ratt* . 

, ^ If fojitnefs. in t^e female, chara£|er, and 
meek humility of countenance, be all that 
are wanted for the head of a Madonna, we 

" ihuft go to Blifabetta Siram and Saflbferrata I 
think; but \t is ever fo. The Cordelia of 

' Mri. Cibh^r was beyond all coinparifon fofter 
andfweeter than' that of her powerful fuc- 
ceubr Siddons; yet who win fay that the 

' a^i^etfes" were' equa! ? 

^JSiit i muft'^id adieu to beautiful Florence, 
where the ftreets are kept fo clean one is 
afraid to dirty j^em^ and n6t one s felf^ by 
walking in them : where the public walks are 
all nicely weeded, as in England, and the 
gardens have a homeifh and Bath-* like look, 
that is exceilively cheering to an £ngli(h 

Y 4 eye; 
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eye ;rT^li?r^f ^h^n I 4ine4 ^ JVinc^. Goct 
fiiai** t^ble, I Ji^atd tke. Cardinal fny git^ 
Siixd , tl;pught pf the cerem^es at {^msstit 
College, Oxfoi;4)j rwhere I h^ thehofiQW 
of i?meirtaioiag, .^ my .0wia-<ii»»w foi.^ 
aphx)i Jifly^m^y of thc^nfe^^ M¥if,miuay 
' of the. Englifli. mobility 5 ar><l> .^^Ardini jmi^ 
played a fofo. ifRthc evqnin|^!*t]4/.co»eert^ w» 
g^ye iniMqghitt's great T^Qm i^jH^^hctCHiW' 
ha^ve ^compiled th^ little. t)pojciiflaoog(6^.:u$^- 
knQ;?vn by. the jaame of t^ Flor?inc€} Mifcck 
lany .;, as a memorial of that friendi3Mf>> ^v^i:^ . 
does me fo muph honour, aad .i?vhicfe Itjrtir-f 
ncftly hope may long fublifl: amojig us itnr^ 
where in fhort \sre have lived -eXij^edisg' 
comfortably, but where dear Mrs*: Gpeajfrrc 
heed and myfelf have encouraged i?6clw>thfir^' 
in iaying it would he particularly - fed^ tOj dft\ 
Tiot of the gaatu, or more properly mufqu^oes^i 
for they do. not fting one quite to death ^ 
though their venom has fweUed my arm fo as 
to. pWige me to carry it for tliis laft we^k in a 
fling. J -but pf the mal di pctto^ which is ^nder 
mial in this cquntry, and much refembU^lg 
our, pleurify in its eiTeds. . , , . . , ^ -ury 

Bhndnefs too ;fee.ms no uncommodi ^imu:^ , 

• ' " , ' . . » .; ' 

tune at tlorence, from the ftroqg reverberation . 

pf 
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of tfee' fiin^ Yays^ oh houfes ' of the tlean- 
cflp^afid thdft lmlfia*rf: wMtcndTs ; kept fo 
tiegm^ lilce too; ' that T^&ould 4efpair of 

"^-Ap€|)ldxi0$ 'are Itkewife fi^equent tnough : 
iTfitwnafl^n €alt4*d (mt ftorie dead frotn £^, 
Pa;^€W*io'€i thiirch^ene tnomiwg about ebon- 
^y y feflic nfebttdy fetjmed dtfturbed at ' tht 
cir6rit?rihkiki 6*eept myfelf. Though this is 
fy&i^^(ki$ fown ^ take one's laft leave of life 
ia tti^iltbeF ; as the body One has been fo loiig 
takiii)^' cjrfc bf, wemld in twenty r four hours 
|>e'4*oifted up tipen a common cart, with 
thofe of ^U the people who jdied the fame 
daty,^ and being fairly carried out of Porto 
Sail CJallo towards the duflc of evening, 
would be <hot iatoa hole dug away from the 
city, properly . enough, to proted Florence, 
and keep it clear of putrid diforders and 
difagreeable fmells. All this with little cere- 
mony to be fure, and lefs diftin<3:ion ; for the 
Grand Duke fuffers the pride of birth to laft 
no longer than life however, and demolifhesi 
every hope of the woman of quality lying in 
a feparate grave from the diftrefled Objeft 
who begged at her carriage door wheij flic 
was laft on an airing. 

^ Let 
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. Let me add, that his liberality of fentiment 
CKteods to virtue on the one hand, if hard- 
]bffh cf heart may be complained of on the 
either. He fufiers no difference of opinions 
to iterate on his philofopby, dnd I believe we 
l.^eretics here fhould fleep among the beft of 
\kf& Tuican nobles. But there is no comfort 
In the poflibility of being buried alive b^ the 
nCKceflive hade with which people are catched 
iup and hurried away, before it <;afi be known 
>lnK)ft whether all fparks of life, are extiadt 
or no* Such management, and the lament- 
ations one hears made by the ^eat, th^t they 
ihould thus be forced to keep bad company 
after death, remind me for ever of an old 
French epigram, the fentiment of in^ch I 
perfedly recollcdl, but have forgotten the 
verfes, of which however thefe lilies are no 
unfaithful tranllation ^ 

I dreamt that in my houfe of clay, 
A beggar buried by me lay ; 
Rafcal! go ftiok ^part, I cry'd^ ^ 
Nor thus difgracc my noble fide.^ 
Heyday ! cries he, what's here to do ? 
I'm on my dunghill fure, as well as you. 

, Of elegant, Florence then, fo ornamented 
and fo lovely, fo neat that it is faid fhc ihould 

12 be 
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be feetx only on holidays ; d^ditated of old tq 
Flora, and ftill the refideriee rf fwdefncd^ 
grace, and the fine arts particularly^} of th^ 
kind friends too, fo amiable, fo' hofpltable, 
where I had the choice of foiir bonetf €V^ 
night at the theatre, and a tiertainty of 
charming fptiety in each, we m^ft at laft 
unwillingly t^e leave ; and on to-morroW, 
the twdfth ddy of September 1785, onCe 
more commit oufelves to our coach, which 
has hitherto met with no acci^nt that could 
afle£k us, and in which, utith God's ' pro- 
te<aion, I feat not my journey thr<Jugh ^at 
is left of Italy ; though fuch tremendcnis tal6s 
are told in many of our travelling books, of 
terrible roads and wicked poftilllons, and 
ladies labouring through the mir* on foot, to 
arrive at bad inns where nothing eatable cotdd 
be found. ^ All which however is lefs deQ>i- 
cable than Toumefort, th,e great French 
botanift ; who, while hb works fWell with 
learning, and fparkle with g^dfal knowledge ; 
while he enlarges your ftock df ide^s, and dis- 
plays bis own; laments pathetically' that he 
could not get down the partridges caught for 
him in one of the Archipdiagonr iflandj, 

becaufe 
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Jjeci^ffr , they vftn not lajide^-r-^ , iq flfoA 

» » » . 

^ • ■ V> I • 

L tF C C ' A. 

J Fftow die bead-<juarte*s^ paitrting^rfc^^fhr 
Jt^e^ and archite^iire then^ wh^ean is at 
, jbei: . ^acmc, and fn^n. a people /poUfS^^d into 
fcjilliapcy, perhaps a little iotq weafcn^^ ^ 
dj;pTf through the celebrated vale nof *Ariip ; 
jthMc hedges on each fide qs^ wJwhJn^^rix^ 
jpuft have been covered wjith hV^ffpfflt?' .?^?^ 
fragrant ^ith perfume; now. loaded .,vith 
lincultivatcd fruits ; the wild grape* rjtfph^ry, 
and azaroli, invking to , every fenfe^ and 
j)romifing every joy. This beautiful and 
fertile, this highly-adorned and tru^y deli- 
cious country carried us forward to Lucca,^ 
where the panther fits at the gate, and liberty 
is written up on every wall and door. It is 
Jo long fince I have feen the word, that even 
the letters of it rejoice my heart j but h6w 
the panther came; to be its emblem, who can 
tell ? Unlefs the philofophy we learn from old 

Lilly in our childhood were true, ^^^ ^^^^ 

■ ' ' * . "f'l 

panther a domari *• 

• That the panther will never be tamed. 

That 
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Thai this feltj c<iiitmdnWeall-h''flK)«ft^'^'f6 
long have m»in«aiaed its indepertifency % 
ftrange ; but Howel atteifeutes her freedom to 
the a€tWt and indufttiaus^ %iri( of the inha-^ 
bitants, who, he lays, refemble a hive ai 
b^ fov otiev and fdr diiigeilces. I fieV^tr -iiid 
fee aj pfite*f& f Opeteiis ^ ike- ^z« of-$f :^^Stffe 
is - ai^Si%- IhPoi^^ >unnWg Ajp ahd • ^d^ 
tfcfe ftixiyt¥^"Eufcfca, 'thobgli irw a littfetot*^ 
etiSugh Toi*-& ^ca^tal ctty^ t!6 - be fiire ^' Mgii** 
tlrih'SlHflbui^jribotigHi- and prettier titan Kot- 
tiifgham; ike l^aiities (rf both which ^laceSslt 
unhes^^ilil all ^the dmrtns: peeuliat to itfelfi* ' 

The temit)i*y'^^^y eitfim, and of which na 
pbwet' dares '^ktempt to difpoflefe: them, 'Ms 
much about Jthe fizfe of ^utlandjhiri: I fancj - 
furroi^nded and apparently fenced in on evei^y 
fide, by the Appenines as by a wall^'thaf 
wall a hot one, on the fouthern iidte, and 

* ' • ■ . 

wholly planted over with vines, while the 
foft fhadows which fall upon the declivity of 
the mountains make rt inexpreffibly pretty: 
and form, by tfie particular 'difpofition of 
their light and fhadow, a variety which no 
Other profpeft To confined can pofEbly en-** 

J07. 

■ • Thb 
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.Hm is die Ham gardens of Europe ; and 
tvhoever has feeo that fingular fpot m.Itorby^ 
ibife..helonging to Mr« Port, haa. feca little 
Iawm ill; a convex mirron Sbme writer 
cadHsata ringjuppa the finger of the£mperor, 
imder mbofe protc^on it hasr.been hith^o 
prefervsd iafe; from the Grand Duke ' of Tuf-- 
cMiyitHl thefc days, iurwhidi the into'eftsof 
thofe two Ibveneigns^ united by intimacy as 
by J^lood and re&mblance of chara£ter| are 
b^qome abnoft exa^Iy tl>« famf » 

A Doge, whom they Cjall the Ff^hd^Ciii 
cledied every two months ; and is afltftcd ^ 
ten fenators in the adminiAration of j^iAke^. 

Their armoury is the prettieft pJaythmg: I 
ever yet faw, neatly kepf, ^and capabi«^iof 
fumi£hing twenty-^five thoU&nd mm^ s^^tfii 
arms. Their revenues are about eqamlt^^e 
Duke of Bedford's I beJBet^^' : eighty 1 or 
ei^ty*five thoufand pouikfe ft^driing" a^ year 5 
every fpot of ground bdq^ing- to^^thefe 
peopk being cukivated toahe> Irighdfcpiteh 
of perfediou that agriculture^ -or .rathcaf o^i^ 
dening (for one cannot tall th^fe en^li^es 
fieidsi),.wiU admit : ^nd though it is hol|dky 
time juft now, I fee no neg^ed of neceflary 
' ' • •'•duty;. 
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duty. .They-ir&e wratoi^giaOTayithfe mdih- 

nMfj^^ ^nce^ on tnore^ before the^" ^ttnidi 
hpmc'lto imdkeothepdilvei^ Anai^pamLgbsyi^ 
beii^ibunG!fQ iheii^ belt obunth {'Tin ihdfioai^i^ 
fo*^ OinQ'flDQiah^^-forgottett wika j * littty be is , 
th^ f^woiT'OfiSiUCra) and caimot be adsiifed 
o&n^hsiQ^ 1^ ^ixj^y thatis. cettaln;< ^ >n[ 

TWs^ d^ ^ feefiis really uirfet admiribir ' 
regulations ; hfefe^ * are' feweif b^^ps tU^ ' 
eTCQ^^^t'^'J!breiiK;e, where however oiit &r 
fi^ telbtrlfette'of :Genoa:or Vieirice do^ aW 
meerybui; eyest: And either tbe word liberty 
hlts-bewi*^d j^met pr T fee aa air of pldnfy 
vdhhoiA iftfoltooe, wad bufinefe without noifei 
ttetvgre«ly <fclt^t me. Here is jnuoh olieei?*. 
f»hiefetfeOj^^*nd*g8ygood%huB» batthisis 
tho fe^dD ^f ^$}&Hi at Lueca^ and in theib 
cpwtffiea t^iW^is^of deYQtioa attd diverfiera 
actefi«blm%dijl&afc.all Kligiws worfhip fecm« 
cdniiqdffedi^tli^f taod m . irie i now r^guiariy 

g^WbHy'ras^thsfo ItaKans fay,' ^ ^// mon^o' i 
b^k^'ftoAbi ilv^tguddk ^J' We^ Englifti dre^ 






^ ^ *^Thc world is pleafaxit bccaufe \t is various. 



our 
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our clergymen ia blacky and go omfelves to 
the theatre ia cokxurs. Here matters are 
reverfed, the, church at noom lodced lik:e a 
fiower-'garden, {o gaily adorned were the 
priefts, confiairies^ &c; while the Opera^ 
houfe at night had more the air of a funeral, 
as every body was drefled in black : a cir- 
cumft^mce I had fi^gotten the mteaning of^ 
till reminded that inch was once the emula-* 
tibii of £uaei:y amK)ng the perfons of fafhion ia 
thigf city^ that it was found- convenient to re-^ 
ftrain the fpirit of expence, by obliging theia to 
wear conftant mourning : a very rational and 
wcM-devifed rule in a town fo fmall, where 
every body is known to every body; and 
Where, when this filly excitement to envy is 
wifely removed, I know not what fhould 
hinder the inhabitants from living like thofe 
one reads of in the Grolden Age ; which | 
above all others, this climate moft refembies, 
where pleafuxe contributes to footh life, com- 
merce to q^cken it, and f;aith extends its 
profpedls to eternity. Such is, or fucfh at 
kaft appears to me this lovely territory of 
J:.ucca : where cheap livings free government^ 
and genteel fociety, may be enjoyed with a 
tranquillity unknown to larger ftates : where 

there 
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there are delicious and falutary baths a few 
miles out of town, for the nobility to make 
viU^iatura:2X i and where, if thofe nobility 
yr^re atf ^11 dlfpofc^ to cultivate and, commiH 
nicate karning, cyery opportunity for ftudy 
is afforded. , 

, Some i drawbacl^s will , however , always 
be found from human, felicity. !• oncq 
mentioned this, place with warm expe<Siation§ 
of delight, to a Milanefe lady of extenlive 
knowledge^, and every elegant accomplifli-? 
ment worthy her high birth, the Contejfa 
Mel%} Rejla. " Why yes," faid Ihe, " if 
you. livoiild, find Out. the place where com-r 
mpn fenfe ftagnates,^ and every ^ topic . of 
converfation d\yindle8 and perifhes away 
by too frequent or too unfkilful. touching 
and handling, you muft go to Lucca; 
My ill-health fcnt me to their beautiful baths 
one fummer j where all the faculties of my 
body were reftoted, thank God, but thofe of 
my.foul were^ftupified to fuch a degree, that 
at laft I was fit to keep no other company 
but jyame Luccbt^ I think ; and our talk was 
foon ended, heaven fcnows^ , for when they 
had once afked me of an evening, what I had 
for dinner? .arid told me how many pair of 
ypjL. I, Z ftockinge 
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ftockings their neighbours fent to the wa^^ 
"Wc had done.'* 

This was a young, a charming, a lively 
lady of quality; full of ctiriofity to know 
the worlds and of fpirits to buftle through 
it; but had fhe been battered through the 
various focic^es of^ London and Paris for 
eighteen or twenty years togeAer, Ihe wotild 
have loved Lucca better, and defpifed it lefsi 
^ We muft not look for whales in the Euxine 
Sea," fays an old writer ; and we muft not 
look for ^eat men or great things in little 
nations to ^e fure^ but let us re^d the in- 
nocence of childhood, and regard with ten-* 
deriiefs the territory of Lucca : where no 
tnan has been murdered during the Mfe or 
memory of any of its peaceful inhabitants ; 
where ont rd>bery ^cne has been committed 
for (ixteen years ; asid the thief hanged by a 
Florentine executioner borrowed for the pur- 
l^ofe^ no Lucchefe being able or tnfling to 
undertake fo horrible an c^ce, with terrify^i- 
ing circiimftances of penitence and publie 
feprehenfkm: wIwpc the governed are fo 
-few in propwtion to the governors;, all 
power being circulated among four hundred 
and fifty ncAles, and the whole coimoy pro* 

4 ducing 



< \ 



JOURNEY THROUGH ITALY. 339 

duciog fcare«ly oiairty thoufsmd foula. A great 
^p^rdiagrfchool in En^and is really ^n in^ 
fi^ijdy »orc lieemiouis j^gcej ^Rd groflfer 
immPraUties are every day cooniviBd at in it, 
tb^n are known to pollute this delicate and 
eurioi>s commonwealth ; which keeps a coun- 
cil always fubfifting, called the Bifcoliy to 
examipe the hires and cpndud^ profeflions, 
and even health of their fubjei£ls ; and once 
otyear they fweep the town of vagabonds, 
which till then are caught up and detained in 
a houfe of corredion, and made to work, if 
not difahled by lamenefs, till the hour of their 
releafe and difmiffion. I wondered there were 
fo fisw beggars about, but the reafon is now 
apparent : thefe we fee are neighbours, come 
hither only for the three days gala. 

I was wonder&lly folicitous to obtain Q:}&it 
ef their coin, which carries on it the ima^ 
of no earthly prince ; but his head onty who 
came to redeem U6 from ^neral flavery on 
the one fide, yejus Cbrifii on the other, the 
word Libertas. 

Our pealant'-girls here are in a Hew drefs 
to me ; no more jewels to be feen, no more 
pearls ; th^ finery of whiph fo dazzled me in 
Tu&any : thefe wenches are pgrpl^ibited fuch 

Z z prna- 
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ornaments it feems. A muiOin handkerchief^ 
folded in a moft becoming manner, and 
ftarched cxadly enough to make it wear clean 
four days, is the head-drefs of Lucchefe 
lafles; it is put on turbati-wiFe, and they 
button their gowns clofe, -with long fleeves 
a la Savoy arde; but it is made often of a 
iliff brocaded iilk, and green lapels, with 
cuffs of the fame colour j nor do they wear 
any hats at all, to defend them from a fun 
which does undoubtedly mature the fig and 
ripen the vine, but which, by the fame excefs 
of powers exalts the venom of the viper, and 
gives the fcorpion means to keep me in 
perpetual torture for fear of his poifon^ of 
which, though they affure us death is feldom 
the confequence among tbem^ I know his 
fting would finifh me at once, becaufe the 
gnats at Florence were fufficient to lame me 
for a confiderable time. 

The dialed has loft much of the guttural 
found that hurt one*s ear at the laft place of 
refidence ; but here is an odd fqueaking 
accent, that diftinguilhes the Tufcan of 
Lucca. 

The place approprisUed for airings fhowing 
fine equipages, &c* is beautiful beyond all 

.^ . telling} 
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telling; from tlie peculiar fhadows on the 
mountains. They make the baftions of the 
town their Corfo, but none except the nobles 
can go and drive upon bne part of it. I 
know not how many yards of ground is thus 
-feit apart, facred tp foy ereignty ; but it rqakes 
pne laugh. 

Our inij here is an excellent one, as far ^s 
I am concerned ; and the fallad-oil green, 
like Irifli ufquebaugh, nothing y\^as ever fp 
excellent. I afked the French valet who 
drefles pur hair, " Si ce n etaitpas une repulh- 
lique mignonne f t\ — ^\ Mcifoy^ madame^ je la 
trouve plus tot la republique des rats et dcs 
fouris^;^ replies the fellow, who had not 
fl^pt all night, I afterwards underftood, fpr 
the Aoife thofe troublefome animals made in 
his rooip. 

♦ If it were riot a dear little pretty commonv^ealth-^ 
this? ' : • 

t Faith, madam, I call it thp republic qf the rats and 
mice. 



Z3 
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P I S A^ 

This town has been fo often defcribed that 
it is as we|l known i^i England as in Italy aU 
moft; where I, lilce others, have feen the 
magdificeht cathedral ; have examined th^ 
two pillars which fiipport its entrance, and 
which once adorned Diana'** temple at Ephe- 
fus, one of the ftven wpnders of the world. 
Thek carving is indeed beyond ali idea o£ 
workmanship; and the pofleflion of them 
is ineftimable. I liave feen the old ftone§ 
with inicriptiohs on then), bearing date the 
reign of Antoninus Pius, ftuck cafually, fonie 
with the letters rev^srfed, fome doping, ac- 
cording to accident merely, as it appears to me, 
in the body of the great church : and I have 
feen the leaning tower that Lprd Chefterfield 
fo comically defcribes our Englifli travellers 
eagernefs to fee* It is a beautiful building 
though after all, and a ftrapge thing that it 
fliould lean fo. The cylindrical form, and 
marble pillars that fupport each ftory, may 
rationally enough attrad a ftranger's notice^ 

and 
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and one is forry the lower ftories have funk 
from their foundations^ originally defeftive 
ones I truft they were, though, God knows, 
if the Italians do not build towers well, it is 
not for want either of Ikill or of experience ; 
for there is a tower to every town I think^ 
and commonly fabricated with elaborate 
nicety and well-fixgd bafes. But as earths 
quakes and fubterranean fires here are fcarcely 
a wonder, one need not marvel much at fee- 
ing the ground retreat juft h^r^. It is nearer 
our hand, and quite diS well worth our while 
to enquire, why the tower at Bridgnorth in 
Shropfliire leans exadly in the fame diredion, 
and is full as much out of the peipendicular 
^s this at Pifa. 

The brazen gates here, carved by John of 

Bologna^ at lead begun by him| ar^ a won* 
derful work j and the marbles in th? bap- 
tiftery beat thofe of Florence for Yalu^e and 
for variety, A good lapidary might find per- 
petual amufement in adjufting the claims of 
fuperiority to thefe precious coli^mns of jaf- 
per, granite, alaballer, &c. The diffi^r^C 
^nimals which fupport the font being equally 

Z 4 admirable 
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admirable for their compofition as for tbeir 
workmanftiip. 

The Campo Santo is an extraordinary- 
place, and, for aught I know, unparalleled 
for its power over the mind in exciting fe- 
rious contemplations upon the body*s decay, 
and fuggefting confolatory thoughts concern- 
ing the foul's immortality. Here in three 
days, owing to quick-lime mixed among the 
earth, vaniflies every veftige, every trace of 
the human being carried thither feventy 
hours before, and here round the walls Giotto 
and Cimabue have exhaufted their invention 
to imprefs the paffers-by with deep and pen-r 
five melancholy. 

The four ftages of man's fhort life, infancy, 
childhood, maturity, and decrepit age, no^ 
ill reprefented by one of the ancient artifts, 
fliew the fad but not flow progrefs we make 
to this dark abode; while the laft judgment, 
hell, and paradife inform us what events of 
the utmoft confequence are to follow our 
journey. All this a modern traveller finds 
put to be vajlly ridiculous I though Dodor 
Sn>olIet (wBofe book I fhink be has read) 
confefTes, that the fpicious Corridor round 

the 
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the Campo Santo di Pifa would make the 
nobleft walk in the world perhaps for a con- 
templative philofophen 

The tomb of Algarotti produces foftei^ 
ideas when one looks at the fepulchre of a 
man who, having deferved and obtained fuch 
folid and extenfive praife, modeftly contented 
himfelf with defiring that his epitaph might 
be fo worded, as to record, upon a funple but 
lafting monument, that he had the honour 
pf being difciple to the immortal Newton. 

The battle of the bridge here at Pifa drew 
a great many fpedators this year, as it haa 
not been performed for a confiderable timd 
before : the waiters at our inn here give a 
better account of \t than one Ihould have got 
perhaps from CavaUer or Pama, who would 
have felt lefs interefted in the bufinefs, and 
feen it from a greater diftance. The armies 
of Sant' Antonio, and I think San Giovanni 
Battifta, but I will not be politive as to the 
laft, difputed the pofleffionof the bridge^ and 
fought gallantly . I fancy ; but the iirfl: re- 
mained conqueror, as our very gouverfible 
Camerieres took care to infprnj us, as it was 
on that fide it feems that they had everted 
their valour. 

Calling 
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Calling theatKs, and Qnp$^ and 
^hodes^ Bind mock fights^ and almc 



thing fo by the names of Saints, whom we 
venerate in filence, and they themfdyes pub- 
licly worihipy has a mQft pro&ne and offen* 
five found with it to be fure ; and fhocks de- 
licate ears very dreadfully: and I ufed to 
reprimand my maids at Milan for bringing 
up the bleffed Virgin Mary*8 name on every 
trivial, almoft on every ludicrous occafion, 
with a degree of fliarpnefe they were not ac- 
cuftomed to, becaufe it kept me in a conflant 
fhivering. Yet let us refte£l a moment on 
cur own conduS in England, and we fhall 
be forced candidly to confefs that the Puritan^ 
alone keep their lips unpolluted by breach of 
the third commandment, while the common 
exclamation of ^ood God ! fcrupled by few 
people on the flighteft occurrences, and appa-r 
rently without any temptation in the world, 
is no lefs than grofs irreverence of his facre^ 
name, whom we acknowledge to be 

Father of all, in every age 

In every clime ador*d ; 
By faiftt, by favage, and by (^^ 

Jehovah^ Jove, or Lord, 

Nor 
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Not have the ladies at a London card*table 
Its^ian ignorance to plead in their excufe ; a^ 
not inftrudion but docility is wanted among 
ahiioft all ranks of people in Great Britain^ 
where, if the Chriftian religion were pradife4 
as It is underftopd, little could be wifhed for 
its eternal, as little is left out among the blefl^ 
Ings of its temporal welfare. 

I have been this morning to look at the 
Orand Duke's camels, which he keeps in his 
park as we do deer in En^and* There were 
{El hundred and fi^een <^ them, pretty crea«* 
tures ! and they breed very weli here, and 
jiive quite at their eafe, only houfing them 
the winter months : they are perfedly docile 
and gentle the man told me, apparently kSk 
fender of their young than mares, but more 
approachable by human creatures than even 
fuch horfes as have been long at graft. That 
dun hue one fees them o^ is, it ieems^ not 
totally and invariably the fame, though I 

doubt ncA but it is fo in thdr native deferts. 
Let it once become a faihion fOT fov^reigns 
and other great men to keep and to careft 
them, we ihall fee camels ^ variegated as 
cats, which in the woods ^vc all ^ the uni^r 
formly-ftreaked tabby— the males inclining 

to 
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to the brown fhade — the females to blue 
among them ; — but being bred down^ be- 
come tortoife-fhell, and red, and every va- 
riety of colour, which domcftication alone can 
beftow. 

The mifery of Tufcany is, that all anlmaU 
thrive fo happily under this produ<3:ive fun ; 
fo that if you fcorn the Zanzariere, you arc 
half-devoured before morning, and fo disfi- 
gured, that I defy one's neareft friends to rer 
colled one's countenance ; while the fpiders 
fting as much as any of their infeds j and 
one of them bit me this very day till the blood 
came. 

With all this not ill-founded complaint of 
thefe our adive companions, my conftant 
wonder is, that the grapes hang untouched 
this 20th of September, in vaft heavy cluC- 
ters covered with bloom ; and unmolefted 
by infeds, which, with a qi^arter of this heat 
in England* are encouraged to deftroy all our 
fruit in fpite of the gardener's diligence to 
blow vp nefts, cover the walls with netting, 
and hang them about with bottles of fyrup, 
to court the creatures in, who otherwife fo 
damage eyery fig and grape and plum o/ 
purs, that; nothing but the ftins are left ro- 

maining 
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tciiiining By now* ffer'e no fuch contrivances 
are either wanted or thought on ; and while 
our iflanders are feduloufly bent to guard, and 
ftudious to invent new devices to proted^their 
half dozen peaches from their half dozen 
wafps, the ftandard trees of Italy are loaded 
with high-flavoured and delicious fruits. 

Here figs fky-dy'd a purple hue difclofe. 
Green looks the olive, the pomegranate glows ; 
Here dangling pears exalted fcencs unfold. 
And yellow apples ripen into gold.. 

The roadfide is indeed hedged with fef- 
toons of vines, crawling from olive to olive, 
which they plant in the ditches of Tufcany as 
we do willows in Britain : mulberry trees too 
by the thoufand, and fome pollarded popr 
lars fcrve for fupport to the glorious grapes 
that will now foon be gathered. What leaft 
contributes to the beauty of the country how- 
ever, is perhaps moft fubfervient to its profits. 
I am afhamed to write down the returns of 
xnoney gained by the oil alone in this terri»- 
tory and that of Lucca, where I was much 
ftruck with the colour as well as the excels 
lence of this ufeful commodity. Nor can I 
tell why none of that ^reen caft comes ov^ 

to 
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to Eoglaad^ unlefs it is, tbat, li](e tffetaial dl 
of chamomile, it lofes th« tint by expofiiFtf 
to the tin 

An olive tree, however, is no elegandy-* 
growing or happily-coloured p]^nt! ftraig^ 
gling and dtiiky, one is forced to think <€ its 
produce, before one can be plcafed with its 
merits, as in a deformed and ugly friend ot 
companion. 

The fogs now begin to fall pretty heavily 
in a morning, and rifmg about the middle of 
the day, leave the fun at liberty to exert his 
violence very powcrftilly. At night come 
forth the inhabitants, like dor-beetles at iim^ 
fet on the coaft of Suflex; then is their 
ieafon to walk and chat, and fing and make 
love, and run about the ftreet wi^ a ^1 and 
A guittar; to eat ice and drink lemonade; 
but never to be feen drank or quarrelfome, or 
riotous. Though night b the true feafon of 
Italian feKcity, they place not their happineis 
in brutal frolics, any more than in mdicious 
titterings ; they are idle and they are merry : 
it is, I think, the worft we can fay of them ; 
they are idle becaufe there is little for them to 
do, and merry beeaufe they have little givett 
Cliem to think about. To the bufy Engli&man 

they 
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fbcy might well ^pply thefc verfes of his own 
Miltoa in the Mafque of Comiis : 

What have we with day to do ? 
Sons of Care ! 'twas made for you» 



LEGHORN, 

Here we are by the fea-fide once more, 
in a trading town too ; and I (houid think 
myfelf in England atmoft, but for the differ- 
ence of dreflcs that pais under my balcony : 
for here we were immediately addrefTcd by a 
young Englifli gentleman, who politely put 
us in poffeffion of his apartments, the beft 
fituated in the town ; and with him we talked 
of the dear coaft of Devonfliire, agreed upon 
the refemblance between that and thefe en- 
virons, but gave the preference to home, on 
account of its undulated fhore, finely fringed 
with woodlands, which here are wanting: 
faor IS this verdure equal to ours in vivid 
colouring! or variegated with fo much tafte 
as tbofe lovely hills which are adorned by 
the antiquities of Powderham CafUe, and the 
fine difppfition (tf Lord Liibume^s park. 

But 
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But here is aa Engliih conful at Leghorfi. 
Yes indeed ! an Engliih chapel too } our owd 
King's arms over the door, and in the delk 
and pulpit an Englifli clergyman; high in 
charader, eminent for learning, genteel in 
his addrefs, and charitable in every fenie of 
the word : as fuch, truly loved and honoured 
by thofe of his own perfuation, exceedingly 
refpeded by thofe of every other, which fill 
this extraordinary city : a place. A) pc^pulous, 
that Cheapfide slone can furpafs it# 

It is not a large place however; one very 
long ftraight ftreet, and one very large widie 
fquare, not lefs than Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, but 
I think bigger^ form the whole of Leghorn ; 
which I can compare to nothing but a camefa 
obfcura^ or magic lanthrpn, exhibiting. prodi- 
gious variety of differenf, and not uninte^eft- 
ing figures, that pafs and re-pafs to my 
inceflant delight, and give that fort of empty^ 
amufement which is a la portie de chatun *; 
{o completely, that for the prefent it.realfy: 
ferves to drive every thing elfe from' faijr^ 
head, and makes me little defirous to .quit' 
for any other diverfion the .windows or bat* 
cony, whence I look down now tipon a L^ 






* -Within every one's reach. . , , : 

, vantme 



JOURNEY THROUGH ITALY. 353 

vantine Jew, drefled in long robes, a fort 
of odd turban, and immenfe beard: now 
upon a Tufcan contadinella, with the little 
ft raw hat, nofegay and jewels, I have been 
fo often ftruck with. Here an Armenian 
Chriftian, with long hair, long gown, long 
beard, all black as a raven ; who calls upon 
an old grey Francifcan friar for a walk; 
while a Greek woman, obliged to crofs the 
ftreet on fome occafion, throws a vaft white 
veil all over her perfon, left fhe fhould un- 
dergo the difgrace of being feen at all. 

Sometimes a group goes by, compofed of 
a broad Dutch failor, a dry-ftarched puritan, 
and an old French officer ; whofe knowledge 
of the world and habitual politenefs con- 
trive to conceal the contempt he has of his 
companions. 

The geometricians tell us that the figure 
which has moft angles bears the neareft re- 
femblance to that which has no angles at all ; 
fo here at Leghorn, where you can hardly 
find forty men of a mind, difpute and con- 
tention grow vain, a comfortable though 
temporary union takes place, while na- 
ture and opinion bend to intereft and ne- 
ceffity. 

Vol. I. A a The 
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pThe Cont9Kpf(^ of Leghofra :;iirft, res^lly very 
pTj^ty; tHf3 App^|rtn«. moyiSt*^ 4l?geaer^ 
i0to hiUs as they run rouodi ith^ J>ay, I^usgaiii^ 
in. l^eauty wh^t in *fubIiQiUy*,tlMiy Jofer ^ nn >f 

Td enjoy an open fea; laetvrp^nemtiftdti^^f 
further j and it really affordfe a noble ^ol|*^ 
from that rifmig •ground /t^'he^e I un<i6rtfeflfl 
that the- rich Jews hold their fummer^fekbi- 
tations# They have a fyiaagogue In the'tiiWfl, 
where I went one evening^" ahd h^^k 4hfe 
Hebrew fervice^ and thought of what '''t)r. 
Burney fays of their finging. '- ' " ^^'^" 

It is however no credit to the Tijffcins 
to tell, that of all the people gathered toge- 
ther here, they are the worft-looking— I 
fpeak of the men — ^but it is To, Whe^ toili- 
pared with the German foldiery, the Eftgjifli 
failors, the Venetian traders, the Neapoiitah 
peafants, for I have feen fome of tbem nere, 
how feeble a fellow is a genuine FI6ren|irfe t 
And when one recoil efts the cottagers bit 
Lombardy, that handfome har^v race ; briglu 
m their 

ftrength 
weakened. 

they ^re very rich, and mi^ht be ve/y f^PPy 

under 
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ilHdier the protedibn of' a princtf who lets 
fl^ ntt Op!^oitu«ky ^f prefeW-1% his pkbekti 
t«©^iS patrician firtyeCts ; yet here at ' Leg- 
horn they hav^ a tender frame ^nd an un-= 
be^Uhy look, occafioned poffibly by the 'ftag'- 
tta«rt^ wat^iis, wjbich render the environs 
m^^Mholefonile enough I believe } artd . thtf 
ntillions of live jcreatnres they produce are 
cp<?ugh t<3 dift^a^ a perfon not accuftomedito 
fuch buzzing company, ;* * 

'^We went out for* air yefterday morning 
three or four miles beyond the town-walls^ 
where I looked fte^idily at the fea, till I half 
thought niyfelf at home* The ocean being 
peculiarly Britilh property favoured the idea^ 
ai^d for a^ moment I felt as if on our fouthera 
cpaft J we walked forward towards the fhore, 
and I ftepped upon fome rocks that broke the 
wav^s as th^y rolled in, and w^s wifhing for 
a good bathing-;houfe that one might enjoy the 
benefit of falt-water fo lonj; withheld ; till 
I faw .our laqufiis de place crofling himlelf at 
ttecarriage door, and wondering, as I after- 
wards found but, at my matchlefs intrepiditv. 
ilie mind however took another train of 
thoug|it, and^ we returned to the coach, 
wHcti when we'i^rived at I refufed to enter; 

A a 2 not 
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not without fcrcaming I fear, as a vaft hornet 
bad taken pofleflion in our abfence, and the 
very notion of fuch a companion threw me 
into an agony. Our attendant's fpeech to the 
coachman however, made me more than 
amends : *^ Ora Ji vedc amco^ (^^7^ ^^^ 
** cos^e la Donna ; del mare iftejfo non bapaura 
^ i pur va in convulfioni per via d^una 
** mafca */' This truly Tufcan and highly 
contemptuous harangue, uttered with the 
utmoft deliberation, and added to the abfence 
of the hornet, fent me laughing into thcf 
carriage, with great efteem of our pbtlofo- 
phical ^ojfo^ for fo the fellow was called, be- 
caufe he had red hair. 

In' a very clear day, it is faid, one may fee 
Corfica from hence, though net lefs than 
forty or fifty miles off: the pretty ifland 
Gorgona however, whence our beft : an- 
chovies are brought to England, lies eon- 
ftantly in view, 

Affurgit ponti medio circumflua Gorgon, 

RuTiLius's Itinerary^ 

♦ Now, my friend, do but obfcrve wbat a thing i$ a 
Woman \ ihe is not afraid even of the roaring ocean^ and 
yet goes into fits alcnoft at the fight of a fly. 

How 
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How fire c^me by that extraordinary name 
though, 18 not I believe well known ; perhaps 
her Kkenefe to one of the Cape Verd iflands, 
the original Hefperides, might be the caufe ; 
.f(ir' it was there the daughters of Phorcus 
fiied their habitation : or may be, as Medufa 
was clalled Gorgon par eminence^ becaufe fhc 
applied herfelf to the enriching of ground, 
this fertile iflet owes its appellation from being 
pkrticularly manured and frudified. 

Here is an extraordinary good opera- 
houfe ; admirable dancers, who performed a 
mighty pretty pantomime Comedie larmoy- 
arite without words j I liked it vaftly. The 
famous Soprano finger Bedini was at Lucca ; 
but here is our old London favourite Sig- 
Bdra Giorgi, improved into a degree of per- 
fection feldom found, and from her little 
expefted, 

^ .Mr. Udney the Britifh Conful is alone 
flow ; his lady has been obliged to leave him, 
2ind take her children home for health's fake j 
but we faw his fine collefl:ion of pictures, 
among which is a Danae that once belonged 
tb Queen Chriftina of Sweden, and fell from 
' her pofleffioii into that of fome nobleman, 
who being tormented by fcriiples of morality 

A a 3 upon 
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upon his death^bed, refoVwd ta rpart with . aU 
his undraped figures^ but not liking to lofe 
the- face of this Danae, put the ,pidure iotiO/a 
painter's hands to cut and tJoth? bfir:->the 
man, inftead of obeying orders he copfidoi^^ 
^^^Ijjirbarous, copied the whpl^ ^nfl doffed 
t^e popy depently, fending it to l\}$ (}fk 
friend, who n^ver difcerned th^ trick fafi4 
}j^pt the original tp difpofe of, w^ere fewer 
fcruples impeded an advant^gfpua fale^ T^e 
gentlepian who bought it then, died ; when 
jMtr. Udney purchfifed Papae, an4 tigWy 
values her J though fome connoiflews fay ihc 
is too young and ungrown a female for the 
character. There is a Titian too in the jQime 
frolledipn, of Cupi4 riding oa a lion's hapk, 
to which foip^ very remarkable ftory is ^r^r 
nexedj but one's belief is fo ajfailed hy.jTuch 
various tales, told of all the ftriking pi<^ures 
in Italy, that one grows more tenaeipus^of it 
every day I think j fo that at, laft thp dang^f 
will be of believing too little,. inft^2^4,^f j tpo 
much perhaps. Happy for travellers i jjs^puld 
it be, werp that 4ifpofition pf tf\ind .confined 
to painting only ; but if , it . ihould prove 
extended to more ferious fubjefts, we can 
pnly hope that the violent excefs of the 

temptation 
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t^mptatiorv-ipay p^ovt £om& )GXjinfsy or atle^ 
in- a Mflight^ degree 'exteauatefthi9X](iFeiace: A 
vfiik^ man cannoc believe lialf'jhie bears fin 
Italy toi be fiw-e,.ibut a piom^.man will be 
cautious noC to difcredit it alii ; < 

*Otir feveniiig^s walk wis* direfted ^bWards 
'^the btlrying-grdund appointed hei'd to ^i^- 

•tHve the bodies of our cotihtrymeni arid 
cdntecrafed* atco^ding to tfit rites of Stfie 
Afaglican'Chtircli : for bere^ under protection 
of a: fadtbry-j we enjoy that which is vairily 
foy^ght for under the aufpices of a king's 

^^hiKeidtit.'^IIere we have a churchyard 
bf btir own,' ^tid'are not condemned as at 

^tilhfer' towns in Italy, to be ftuffed into a hole 
iikfr dogs, after having fpent our money 
kiboh^ tlierii like princes. Prejudice how- 
cVdr'is not bariilhed from Leghorn, though 

'iBiivenience keeps all in good-humour with 

'^eit1i 6ther. The Italians fail not to clafs the 

-TubjtCts of Great Britain among the Pagan 
inhabitants of the town, and to diftinguifh 
themfdv;e.^3; ' fay, ^^ Mi altri CbriJUani'^ ^ 

- ^eir averllon to a Proteftant, conceal it as 
th^y may,' is evet implacable; and the laft 

m!: i' ^ .. f We that are Chriftianj* 

^1 - A a 4 day 
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day only will convince them that it is ci>» 
minaL 

Calum non animutn mutant *, is an * oM 
obfcrvation ; I pafled this afternoon in con- 
firming the truth of it among the Englifh 
traders fettled here : whofe converfation, 
manners, ideas, and language, were fo truly 
Londoni/hj fo little changed by tranfmigra- 
tion, that I thought fome enchantment had 
fuddenly operated, and carried me to drink 
tea in the regions of Buckler/bury. 

Well ! it is a great delight to fee fuch a 
fociety fubfifting in Italy after all ; eftablifhed 
where diftrefs may run for refuge, and fick- 
nefs retire to prepare for lafting repofe : 
whence narrownefs of mind is baniflied by 
principles of univerfal benevolence, and pre- 
judice precluded by Chriftan charity : where 
t^e purfe of the Britifh merchant, ever open 
to the poor, is certain to fuccour and to 
foothe afflidion; and where it is agreed that 
more alms are given by the natives of our 
ifland alone, than by all the reft of Leghorn^ 
and the palaces of Pifa put together. 

♦ One changes one's flcy but not one's foul. 

I have 



JOURNEY THROUGH ITALY. ^tt 

I have here finiflied that work which 
chiefly brought me hither j the Anecdotes 
of Dr. Johnfon's Life. It is from this port 
they take their flight for England, while we 
retire for refrefliment to the 
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But not only the waters here are admi- 
rable, every look from every window gives 
images unentertained before ; fublimity hap- 
pily wedded with elegance, and majeftick 
greatnefs enlivened, yet foftened by tafte. 

The haughty mountain St. Juliano lifting 
its brown head over our houfe on one fide, 
the extenfive plain Ilretched out before us on 
the other j a gravel walk neatly planted by 
the fide of a peaceful river, which winds 
through a valley richly cultivated with olive 
yards and vines; and fprinkled, though 
rarely, with dwellings, either magnificent or 
pleafmg : this lovely profped, bounded only 
by the fea, makes a variety inceflant as the 
changes of the Iky; exhibiting early tran- 
quillity, and evening fjplendour by turns. 

It 
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' It was perhaps particukrly <i^lightfu( to 
tmtj to obCEiin; once more a cottage in the 
ommtry^ after running fo fromr one great city 
la another; and for the firft week I did 
jfiothing but rgdite in a foKttode £o new^ fo 
ialttti&rotis, fo toCaL I therefosre begged my 
hnfband not to hurry us to Rome^ but tadce 
the houfe we lived in for a longer Oerm, i as I 
would now play the Engtifli houfewife in 
Italy I iaid ; and accordingly began calHng 
fhe chickens and ducks under my window^ 
failed the new wine as it ran purple firom: the 
caiky carefTed the meek oxen that drew it tp 
cur door; and felt fenfationsfo unafie^dly 
paftoral^ that nothing in romaQx;e ever; cx- 
ce^ed my felicity. ; , . i..;L 

The cold bath here is the mcfft d^lksftfe 
imaginable ; of a moderate degree of coldn^fe 
though, not three degrees below Matlock 
furdy; but omitting, fimply enough, \.tt) 
carry a thermopfieter, one caa meafuie tbe 
heat of nothing. Our hot watep here jfeesis 
,^ibout the temperature of the Qqeefi's bath »i 
Spmerfetfhire ; it is pur^tive, pot cori:ql?f>r 
rant, they tell me ; and its tafte refemhies 
Cheltenham water exadly. ^ 

Thef- 
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Thcfe fprings are. much frequented by the 
c(>urt I fiod, and here are very tcderaHa i«- 
€pi:n{m>d^tioQS ; but it is not the feafon jiiow^ 
aod our ^ foHtude is perfed in a, place, Tshioh 
beggars all defcription, where the mountains 
are mountains of marble, and the bufhes ou 
them bufhes of myrtle ; large as our haw^ 
thorns, and white with bloiToms, as ibey are 
at the lame time of year in Devonfhire: 
wherje the > waters are falubrious, the herbage 
odoriferous^ ewry trodden ftep breathing 
immediate fragrance from the cruflied fweets 
of thyme, and marjoram, and winter favoury: 
^ttihile the birds and the butterflies firolick 
around, and flutter among the loaded lem^Q^ 
and orange, and olive trees, till imagination 
is iatigued with following the charms that 
fx^TQu^d on^ - , 

> I am come home this moment from a>lottg 
but not tedious walk, among the crags of this 
glorious mountain ; the bafe of which nearly 
reaches, within half a mile perhaps, to the 
territories at Lucca. Some country girls 
pafled me with? bafkets of fruit, chickens!, &c. 
cm their heads. I addreflfed them as natives 
pf the laft-named place, faying I knew then;i 
to be fuch by their drefs, and air j one of them 

iaftantly 
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inftantly replied, ** Ob Jiy^Jiamo Luccbejt^ 
not altri ; gi^Ji pm vedirefubHo una RepptA^ 
iltcana^ e credo bene cb^ellaji tf iaeeorta hentjji^ 
hio chejiamo del paefe delta liberta^.^* 

I win add that thefe females wear no oma- 
inents at all ; are always proud and gay, and 
fometimes a little fancy too. The Tuf- 
can damfels, loaded with gold and pearls, 
have a lefs aflured look, and appear difcon- 
eerted when in company with their freer 
neighbours — Let them tell why. 

Mean time 'my fairy dream of fantaiHc de- 
light feems fading away apace. Mr. Piozzi 
has been ill, and of a putrid complaint in his 
throat, which above all things I fhould dread 
in this hot climate. This accident, aflifted 
by other concurring circumftances, has con- 
vinced me that we are not ihut up in mea- 
iurelefs content as Shakefpeare calls it, even 
•under St. Julianas Hill: for here was B0.he]|> 
to be got in the firil place,, except the ufdlefs 
converfation of a medical geottbiadn whofe 
accent and language might have pleafed a dif- 
engaged mind, hut had littk^h^ijce totran-i 

* Oh yes, we are Lucca people fure enough, and I 
am perfuaded that jrou foon faw in our fates that we 
•ome from a land of liberty. . : 

quill I ze 
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quillize an af|rig|ite4 one. What is worfe^ 
here was no wft, tp be. had, for the in\il- 
titude* of yermin up ftair^ ?nd b^low. Wh^a 
we firft hi? ed the houfe,^ I rememb^jf my inaid 
jumping up on one of the kitchen chairs whil^ 
a ragged lad cleared tbat apaictment fgr her of 
fcprpions to the number offeventeen. /Bvi 
now the biters and dingers drive me quit^ 
wild^ becaufe one muft keep the windows 
open for air, and a iick man can enjoy none 
of that, being clofed up in the Zanzariere, and 
obliged to refpire the fame breath aver and 
over again ; which, with a fore throat and fe- 
ver, is moft melancholy : but I keep it wet 
with vinegar, and defy the hornets how X 
can* 

What is more furprifing than all, however, 
is to hear that no lemons can be procured for 
lefs than two pence Englifh a-piece ; and now 
I am almoft ready to join myfclf in the gene- 
ral cry againft Italian impoiition, and re^ol- 
left the proverb which teaches us 

Chi ha da far con Tofco, 
Non bifogna efler tofco* ; 

♦ Who has to do with Tufcan wight. 
Of botti bis eye^ will need the light. 

as 
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as: I am confident they canoot be wcrfthr 
even two pence a hundred hcre^ where thef" 
hang like apples in our cyder countries j b»lJ 
the rogues know that my hufband is iid^ ataxt 
upon poor me they have iio ittcrcyi 

I have fent our folks out to galther fruit at a 
Tcnture: and now this mifery will foon be 
ended with his illnels ; driven away by ide- 
luges of lemonade, I think, made in ddfiailt* 
of wafps, flies, and a kind of voknt beede, 
wonderfully beautiful and veiy pertinacious: 
in his attacks ; and who makes dreadful de- 
predations on my fugar and currant-jelly, fo 
necelTary on this occafion of illnefs, and fo at- 
traftive to all thefe deteftable inhabitants of 
a place fo lovely. 

My patient, however, complaining that 
although I kept thefe harpies at a diftance, iid 
fleep- could yet be obtained ; — I refolved Wh^^fi 
he was rifen, and had changed his room ji!6 ' 
examine into the true caufe : and witlr "mf^ ' 
maid's affiftance, unript the m^Wrefs, whlcW' 
was without exaggeration or hypetbold ^ dii^ 
alive with creatures wholly unkno'wn to Ai^i 

Non-defcripts in naftinefs 1 believe they are,, 
like maggots w^ith horns and tails ; fuch at, 
race as I never faw or heard of, and as would 

9 ' have 
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perfuaded no female courage could have calm-- 
ly looked on. I therefore waited its abatement 
in a darkened room, packed up our coach 
without waiting to copy over the vcrfcs my 
admiration of the place had prompted, and 
drove forward to Sienna^ through Pifa again^ 
where our friends told us of the damages done 
by the temped ; and fhewed us a pretty little 
church juft out of town, wb«re the officiat- 
ing prieft at the altar was faved almoft by mi- 
racle, as the lightning melted one of the cha- 
lices completely, and twitted the brazen-gilt 
crucifix quite round in a very aftonifhing 
manner. 

Here, however, is the proper place, if 
gny, to introduce the poem of fev^nty- 
three Ihort lines, calling itfelf aa Ode to So- 
ciety written in a flate of perfed folitudc, fe- 
cluded from all mortal tread, as was our ha- 
bitation at the Bagni di Fifa- 
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O D E TO S C I E T y. 

SOCIETY ! gregarious dame ! 
Who knows thy favoured haunts to name ? 
Whether at Paris yoii prepare 
The fu|^)cr and the chat to ihare> ^ 
While fix'd in artificial row, 
Laughter di§)lays its teeth of fnow : 
Grimace with raillery rejoices. 
And fong of many mingled voices. 
Till yoiing Coquetry^s artful wile 
Some foreign novice fhall beguile^ 
Who home returned, ftill prates of thc«> 
Light, flip{^nt> French Society. 

Or whether, with your zone unboundi 
You ramble gaudy Venice round, 
Refolv'd the inviting fweets to prove. 
Of friendfhip warm, and willing love ^ 
Where foftly roll th' obedient feas. 
Sacred to luxury and eafe, 
In cofFee-houfe or cafmo gay 
Till the too quick return of day, 
Th* enchanted votary who fighs 
For fentiments without difguife, 
•V^L. L B b Clear, 
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Clear^ unaffeded, fond^ and frec> 
In Venice finds Society. 

in. 

Or if to wifer Britain led. 
Your vagrant feet defirc to tread 

With meafur'd ftep and anxious car^ 
The precinfts pure of Portman-fquare; , 
"While wit with elegance combin'd^ 
And polifli'd manners there you'B find; 
The tafte correft — and fertile mind : 
Remember vigilance lurks near. 
And filence with unnotic'd fneer, 
"Who watches but to tell again 
Your foibles with to-morrow's pen ; 
Till titt'ring malice fmiles to fee 
Your wonder — grave Society. 

IV. 

Far from your bufy crowded court. 
Tranquillity makes her report ; 
Where 'mid cold StafFa's columns rude,^ 
Ref^des majeftic folitude ; 
Or where in foine fad Brachman's cell> . 
Meek innocence delights to dwell. 
Weeping with unexperienc'd eye. 
The death of a departed fly : 
Or in Iletruria's heights fublime. 
Where fcience felf might fear to climb. 

But 
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But that fhe leeks a fmile from thee. 
And wooes thypraife. Society* 

ThenCe let me view the plains below> 
From rough St* Julian's rugged brow ; 
Hear the loud torrents. fwifc defcending, 
Or mark the beauteous rainbow bending. 
Till Heav6ri regains its favourite hue, 
^ther divine ! celeftial blue ! 
Then bolbm'd high, in myrtle bower. 
View lettered Pifa's pendent tower ; 
't'he lea's wide fcene, the port's loud throng, 
t)f rude and gentle, right and wrongs 
A motley groupe which yet agree 
To call themfelves Society. 

VL 

Oh ! thou ftill fought by wealth and fame, 
Dilpenler of applaufe and blame:: 
While flattery ever at thy fide. 
With dander can thy fmiles divide j 
Far from thy haunts, oh ! let me ftray. 
But grant one friend to cheer my way, 
Whofe converfc bland, whofe mufic's art. 
May cheer my foul, and heal my heart 5 
Let foft content our Heps purfue. 
And Wifs eternal bound our view x 

Pow'r rU refign, and pomp, and glee. 
Thy beft-lov'd fweets — Society. 

Bb 2 
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SIENNA. 

26th iOAober 17815. 

Vlt arrived here lafl: night, having driven 
through the fweeteft country in the v^roirld ; 
and here are a few timber trees at laft. fuch 
a3 I have not feen for a long time, the Tuf- 
can fpirit of mutilation being fo great, that 
every thing till now has been pollarded that 
would have pafled twenty feet in height : this 
is done to fupport the vines, and not fufitr 
their rambling produce to run out of the wa^, 
and efcape the gripe of the gatherers. I hare 
eaten too many of thefe delicious grapes hov^* 
ever^ and it is now my turn to be fick-^^^Nb 
wonder, I know few who would refift a Hke 

temptation, efpecially as the inn afforded but 
a forry dinner, whilft every hedge prcJrtd^ 
fo noble a deflert. Pajjera pur la ynahttii^^ 
as tircfe foft-. mouthed people tell me ; ^c 
fooner perhaps, as we are not here anhoj^ 
t)y infeds, which poifon the plcifure ' of tfther 

♦ The difbrdcr will die awy^^^gh. ^ .;]c.|^ 

. :^ places 
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places in Italy ; here are only Ihardsy lovely 
creatures ! who being of a beautiful light 
green colour upon the back and legs, refide 
in whole families at the -foot of- every tree, 
and turn their fcarlet bpfoms to the fun, as if 
to 4ifplay the glories of colouring which his 
l)eams alone 9an, beftpw. 

r The pleafingj tales told pf this pretty ani- 
mri's amical difpofiiion towards man are ftridr 
ly.' true, J he^r; ^nd it is no longer ago than 
y«Q:erday I Vas ^ told an odd anecdote of a 
.ypuipig farmer, . who, carrying a balket of figs 
t;ohis miflwfs, , lay down in the field as he 
GcqiEed it, quite overcome with the weather, 
and fbll feU afleep. A ferpent, attracted by 
the fcent, jtwined round the balket, and 
Mfpujd have bit the fellow as well as robbed 
l^ax^^^ apt a friendly lizard waked, and 
^Mei?t i^im wairqting of the dangen 

-^ift :fiiys, that ia the coijrfe of life he 
B^getf mat^y sjfl;b$, but they have not lucky 
mfmiefs, l^jf m^ many vipers^ and fo few 
lv^rd^^\t\% fuiprifmgl but they wilt not 

.^Ir. tlie .ftpries one has ever heard of 
fweetnefs in language and delicacy in pronun-^ 
ciation, feH ihortof Siennefe converfe. The 
■ ■" s B b 3 girU 
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girls who wait on us at the inn here, would 
be treafures in England, could one get them 
thither; and, they need move nothing but 
their tongues to make their fortunes. I told' 
Rofetta fo, and faid I would deal from them 
a poor girl of eight years old, whom they 
kept out of charity, and called Olympia, to be 
m.y language miftrcfs* ** Battezzata con^ e^ 
la lafcieremo Cbrijliana^ ^^ was the anfwer. 
It is impoffible, without their manners, to 
expreft their elegance, their fuperior delicacy, 
graceful without diffufion, and terfe without;^ 
laconicifm. You aik the way to the town of 
z, peafant girl, and (he replies, ^* Pajfatoh 
Fonte^ pur barcatol Fium^^ eccola a Sienna f ." 
And as we drove towards the city in the 
evening, our poftillion fiing improvifo vei&S' 
on his fweetheart, a widow who lived down 
at Piftoja, they told me. I was aihamed to 
think that no de'lk or ftudy was likely to have 
produced better on fo trite a fubjeft. Can*- 
dour muft confefs, hpwever, that no thought 

♦ Being fc^pti^e^i as ihe is, we will kaye b^ ^. 
Chriftian, 

•f The bridge once pafledj or th^ river (:rofled, Sienn^- 
lips before you, 

was 
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was new, though the language niade them 
for a momerif feem fo. 

This toWn is^ neat and cleanly, and cdm^ 
fel-fabld and airy. The pfbfpedf from the 
ptiblit Walks wants no beaiity biit wafer ; ana 
htt6 is a fupprelfed' convent on tfie neigh- 
bbtirii^g hill, where we half-longed^ to bufl^d^ 
a pretty cottage^ as the grt)ufid is now to be 
dlfpdfed of vaftly clieap j arid half oiie's work' 
i*g aif'ekdy done in the apartments once occu- 
pied by friats. With half a ^of d's perfuafion 
I fhould fix for life here. The lair iS fo pure, 
die lati^age fo pleafi'ng, the place fo inviting j' 
"^•^but ibe drive on. 

There is, mean time, refident in the nelgh'^ 
bourhood an Englifli gentleman, his name' 
Greenfield, who has formed to himfelf a' 
mighty fweet habitation in the Englifh tafte,' 
butnotextehfive, ?is his property don't reach 
far : he ie however a f6rt of little oracle in 
the country I atn told j gives money, and 
difpenfes Jameses powders to the poor, is happy 
in the efteem of numberlefs people of faihioh, 
atid' the cdmfdrt of His country' people's lives 
befideV who, triavelling to Sienna, as many 
do for the' advantage of ftudying Italian to 

B b 4 perfedion, 
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p^rfediQOi fin4 a friead and (rprnpanigii 

where perhaps it is leaft expededt 

The cathedral here at Siennardeferves a vop 

l)ime, and I Ihall fcarq^ly give it a page. The 

jg^^eat pf it |s tl}^ juft pri4e of Italjr^Tknd 

m^j challengjj thij world toprodi^ its f<pial» 

j^ Mark's ^at .Veijice floored vith precions 
^ones dies ;iway i}pon tfaf^ compiurifon ; .this 

4?eing all inlaid with dove-cplpured and whifc? 
^rbles reprefenting hiftorical.fubjcdsjwJtiH 
tpld. Were this operation perfqrnied ia flior 
faic work, others of riyal excelleaoce mi^" be 
fpimd, The pavepienj of Si^n^'e ^Qip^jfe 
(b difpofedbjr an effort of art on^ never &W. 
|>ut here, that it produces an ^& ,moft «?^ 
Ambling that of a very fine and beautl^l 

damalk tablp-cloth, where the Jar^e patterns 
jgre eorre£Uy drawn^ * 

flome however is to be our next ftage, ahA 
^any pf our Englifh geptlemen now heie,^fc 
with ourfelves impatiently waiting fibtr the 
pximberlefs pleafures it is expeded to a®)*^ 
PS, I will here clofe this chapter vpbn tifijV 
V»ripu? deflrep, j pne wifjiing . to iipe Stt Feter's } 
pnp fetting his heart upon eutepog the, Cat 
pifol :;,lPrmprrow> fuQ wjll Ught vs ?^^ upon 
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ROME. 

- The firft fkeping place between SSemui 
|md this capital fliall not efcape mentioning 3 
ita name is Radicofani, its title an inn, an4 
its fituation the fummit of an exhaufted vol- 
xano. Such a place did I never fee. The 
violence of the mountain, when living, ha» 
fplit it iji ^variety of places, and driven it to 
a breadth of bafe beyond credibility, it$ 
fieight being no longer formidable. Which* 
T^er way you tijrn your eyes, nothing but; 
portions of this black fock appear therefore ; 
{p here is extent without fqblimity, gnd her« 
\s torror ipingJed with difguft. The infide 
of the houfe ig worthy of the profped feci^ 
from its windows ; wild, fpacious, and fcan-r 
ifily provided. Never had place fo mudi 
^h? apipearapce of ^ haunted hall, where Sir 
j^wland pr Sir Bertr^d might feel proud of 
^ir CQur^igp whei> 

' ^The knigHt Advancing ftrjkes the fatal door, 
^pkj hpllpw chambers fend ^ fuUeii roar. 

To 
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To this truly difmal repofmg place is how- 
ever kindly added a little chapel ; and few 
perfons can irtHagintf what a cottifortable feel 
it gave me on entering it in the morning after 
Bearfug the wind^ howl all night in the black 
mountain. Here too we firft made acquaint- 
ance with Signor Giovanni Ricci, a mighty 
agreeable gentleman, who was kindly affiftant 
to us in a hundred little difficulties, afterwards 
occafioned by horfcs, poftillions, &c. which 
at feft brought us through a bad country 
45iiough to Viterbo, where we flept. 

The melancholy appearance of the Cam* 
pagna has been remarked and defcribed by 
every traveller with difpleafure, by all witH 
truth. The ill look of the very few and 
very • unhealthy inhabitants confirms their de- 
Icriptions; and befide the pale and fwelled 
faces which ihock one's fight, here is a brafly 
fcent in the air as of verdigris, which ofieikJi 
one's fmell; the running water is of an odd^ 
colour too, like that in which copper has b€!ett 
fteeped. Thefe are fad d^folated fcenes in-*' 
deed, though this is not the feafon for 
maP aria neither, which, it is faid, begins 
in.May^-and ends with September. The 

prefent 
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prpfent ibvereiga i& mending matters a^ fail a$» 
he can^ we hear ;. ami the roadi now cutting, 
will greatly facilitate accefs to hk capital, but 
cannot be done ^Kitb^Diat ^ pirndtgiousi expence* 
Th^ ftrft view? of Roeae: is wosoderfiiUy flxik-R 

Ye awful wrecks of ancient times ! 

Proud monuments of ages paft 

Now mould- ring- in decay, Merry^ 

But mingled with every crowdings every claf- 
(ical idea, comes, to one's recollection, an old 
pidure painted by R. Wilfon about thirty 
years ago, which. I am now fure muff have 
been a very excellent, reprefentation. 

Well, then ! here we are, admirably lodg-^ 
ed at Strofan^s in. the K^zza di Spagna,. ands 
have only to chufe what we will fee. and talk 
on firft an\png this galaxy of rarities which 
dazzles, diverts, Qpnfounds, and nearly fa* 
tigues ope, I will fpeak of the oldeft things, 
firft, as I vras earneft to fee fomething of 
Rome in its very early days, if poffible^: for 
example the Sijbliciaii Bridge, defended by 
Codes when the infant republic, like their 
fayoiirite Hercules in his. cradle, llrangled 

2 the 
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the ferpent dcfpotifm : aqd of this bridge 
fomp portion may yet be fccn when the war 

. The prifon is more ancient ftill however j 
it was built by the kings ; and by the folidity 
of its walls, and depth of its dungeon, feeit^ 
built for eternity* Was it not this place tg 
which Juvenal alludes, when he fays^ 
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Fdicia dicas 

Tempera quae quondam fuh rcgibus ttq^ 

tribunis v .- .p 

,. ; * tilt / \ * 

Viderunt uno contentam carirerc Romam^ 

And it is in this horrible fpot they Sfc# 
you the miraculous mark of St. Peter s Kiail 
ftruck againft the wall in going down, v'iritfi 
the fountain which burft out q£ the grotind 
for his rcfrefhment. Antiquaries, howev^ 
affure us, that he could not have ever been <30U!^ 
fined there, as it was a place £3r ftate pl^Ub^ 
ners only, and thofe of the higheft rank ;. they 
likewife tell us that Jugurtha paifed /eveq 
months there, which is as difficult to believe 
as any miracle ever wrought ; for the world 
was at leaft fomcwhat civilized Jn thofe ids^s, 
apd how it fliould be contented with lobl^ 
|ng^ quietly on whilft a Priace qf Jugurtha^S 

Qonfe-i 
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confequcnce {hbuld be fo kepi, appears iiicre-? 
alble at the diftance of 1 900 years. That 
Chriftians fhould be treated ftill Worfe^ if 
worfe could be found for thenu * is lefe 
ftrange, when every ftep one treads is upon 
tKe bones of martyrs j and who dares fay tha^ 
the furrounding campagna, fo often drepche^ 
in innocent blood, may not have been curfed 
with peftilence and fierility to all fucceeding 
Sgfcs ? I have examined the place where 
Sylla maffacred 8000 fellow-citizens at ,once, 
and find that it produces no herb but thiftles, 
s^; yf^td almoft unknown in any other part <£ 
Itply ; and one of the firft punifliments be- 
llowed on finful man, 

Marcellus's Theatre, an. did fountain ere£l- 
pd by Camillus. when Di(^at<)r, and the Tar-t 
peian rock, attract, attention powerfully : .the 
Uft par^ularly , 
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Where brave Manlius ftqod. 

And hurl'd indignant decads down, 

Atid redden^ Tyber's flood. ' GREAT«EEb. 



people hav;e never done contradicting Bur^ 
njt,^ who f^y s, . ia , his ; travels^ tljat a : maij 
vi^t jump down it now ax)d i^ot do himfislf 

much 
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much harm: the truth U; its pr^fetit Ap* 
pearance is not formidable; but I believe 
it is not Icfs thaft forty feet high at this 
moment, though the grotmd is greatly 
raifed. 

Of all things at Rome the Cldaca is ac-^ 
knowledged moft ancient j a yftry great and i 
very ufeful work it is, of Ancus Martiift^ 
fburth king of Rome. The juft and zealloUS 
deteflation of Chriftians towards Pdnfius 
Klate, is here comically exprefled by their 
placing his palace jtrft at its exit }fit6 the 
Tyber ; and one who pretended to doubt of 
its being his rcfidence, would be thought the 
worfe of among them. 

I TccoihGt nothifng elfe built before the 
days of the Emperors, who, for the moft 
part, were foch difgracers of human nafura 
and human reafon, that one woui<^ sdmx^ 
wifh their names expunged, and all their 
deeds obliterated from the face of the globe, 
which could ever tamely fubmit to fuch truly 
wretched rulers. 

The Capitol, built by Tarquin, flood till 
the days of Marius and Sylla it feems ; tftat 
laft-named Dii^ator ereded a new orie, 

which 
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which wfts oyerthrQwn in the contefts about 
Vitellius i Vefpafi^n fet it up again, but hi» 
performance was burned fpon after its au^ 
^hor's death ; and this we contemplate now, 
is one of the works of Domitian, and cele- 
brated by Martial of eourfe. Adrian how^ 
ev^;* added oi^e room to it, dedicated to 
E^ptian deities alone : as a matter of n>?ejco 
tafte I fancy, like our introducing Chinefe 
temples intQ the garden j hut i»any hold that 
it was very ferious ^nd fuperftitious. regard, 
infpired by the vidory Canopus won ove^ 
the ]Perfian divinity of fire, by the fubtlety 
of the Egyptian priefts, who, to defend tbci]r 
idol from that all-fubdqing element, wifely 
fet upon his head a veflel filled with water^ 
and having previoufly made the figHre of 
Terra Cott^ hollow, md full of water, widi^ 
holes bored at the bottom flopped only by 
wax to keep it in, a foeming miracle cxtia-^. 
guiflied the flames, as fooa as approached by 
Canopus ; whofe triumph was of eourfe pro^ 
claimed, and- he refpeQ:ed accordingly* The 
figure wai? a monkey, whofe fitting attitude 
favoured the impofture : our antiquaries tell 
us the ftory after Suichs^ 

As 
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As cruelty is more deteftable than frau^^ 
one feels greater difguft at the fight of catptive 
monarchs without hinds atid Sitta^j than even 
thefe idolatrous brutalities itifpire; and no 
greater proof can be obtaitied of Roman bar*- 
barity, than the ftatues one is fhewn here of 
Idngs and generals over whom they triumph-* 
ed ; being made on pUrpofe fof thetti without 
hands and arms, of which they were deprived 
immediately oii their arrival at Rome. 
, Enormous heads and feet, to \vhich the 
other parts are wanting, let One fee, or at 
leaft guefs, what coloflkl figures were once 
belonging to them; yet fomehow thefe 
celebrated artifts feem to me to have i little 
confounded the ideas of di^ and ^reat like 
my countryman Flueilyn in Shakefpear's 
play: while the two famous demi-gods 
Gaflor and Pollux, each his horfe in his hand, 
ftand one on each fide the flairs which lead 
to the Capitol, and are of a prodigious fize*— 
fifteen feet, as I remember. The knowing peo- 
pie tell us they are portraits, and bid us obfertc 
that one has pupils to his eyes, the other not 5 
but our laquais de place y who was a very fen- 
fible fellow too, as he faw me fland looking at 
them, cried out, " Why now to be fure here 

are 
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Qre a vaft many miracles in this holy city— 
that there are :'* and I heard one of our own 
folks telling an Englifhman the . other day, 
jbow thefe two monftrous ftatues, horfes and 
$11 I believe, came out of an egg : a very 
extraordinary thing certainly j but it is ouf 
bufinefs to believe, not to enquire. He faw 
toy countenance exprefs fomething he did not 
like, and continiled, " Eh bajia ! farajlato uh 
novo firepitofo^ e cojijintfce riftoria *.** 

In this repofitory of wonders, this glorious 
tarhpidoglio^ one is firft fhewn as the moft 
valuable curiofity, the two pigeons mentioned 
\yj Pliny in old mofaic; and of prodigious 
Aicety is the workmanfhip, though done at 
fuch a diftant period : and here is the very 
t^olf which bears the very mark of the light- 
tiing mentioned by Cicero r— and here is th6 
beautiful ,Aritinous again; he meets one kt 
every turti; I think, and always hangs hi^ 
Jicad as if afhamed i here too is the dying 
*gtadiator; wonderfully fine ! favage valour 1 
niiain extraiJiliiDn ! horrible ' anguifh ! all 
dtoiAirtg, all ftrdiigly charaderiftical expref- 



\.'^ 
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if\ Wtil^ wtU! .k Wftf a fampus egg we'll fay, and 

^: -Vol. L C c fions 
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fioiis — all there; yet all fwallowed up, in 
that which docs ihcvitably atid catainly 
fwallow up all things — approaching death. , 

The colledion of piftures here Ifsrould put 
any thing but thefe ftatues out of one's head : 
Guido's Fortude flying over the globe, fcat- 
tering her gifts j of which fhe gave him one^ 
the moft precious, the moft defirable. How 
elegantly gay and airy is this pidure ! But 
St. Sebaftian flands oppofite, to fhew that he 
could likewife excel in the pathetic. Titian's 
famous Magdalen, of which the King of 
France boafts one copy, a noble family at 
Venice another, is protefted by the Roman 
connoifTeurs to refide here only; but why 
fliould not the artift be fond of repeating fo 
fine an idea ? Guercino's Sybil however, in- 
telligently penfive, and fweetly fenfible, is 
the lingle figure I fhould prefer to them 
all 

Before we quit the Capitol, it is pity not 
to name Marforio; broken, old, and 
now almoft forgotten : though once com- 
panion, or rather refpondent to Pafquin, 
and once, a thoufand years before thofe days, 
a ftatue of the river Nar^ as his recumbent 
pofture teftifies j not Mars in the forum^ as 

4 has 
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lias been by fome fuppofed. The late Popa 
moved him from the ftreet^ and fhut him up 
with his betters in the CapitoL 

Of Trajan and Antonine's Pillars what can 
Ofie fay ? That St. Peter and St. Paul ftand 
on the tops of each, fetting forth that uncer- 
tainty of human affairs whieh they preached 
in their life-time, and fhewing ttat they^ whor 
were once the objeds of contempt and ab- 
horrence, are now become literally the head 
Jiones of the corner ; being but too profoundly 
venerated m that very city, which orice cruelly 
perfecuted, and unjuftly put them to death. 
Let- ns then who look on them recolledt their 
advice, and fet bur afFedions on a place of 
greater (lability. The columns are of very un-« 
equal excellence, that of Trajan's confefledly 
the beft j one grieves to think he never faw it 
himfelf, as few prince^ were lefs puffed up 
by well-deferved praife than he ; but dying 
at Seleucia of a dyfenteric fever. His allies 
were brought home, and kept on the top of 
liis own pillar in a gilt vafe j which SextUa^ 
Quiiitus with more zeal than tiftfi took down, 
1 fear deftroyed, and placed St. Peter thete^ 
Apollodorus was the architedk of the ele- 
gant (Iru^ture, on which, fays Ammiant^ 

C c 2 Marcel- 
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JUarcellinus^ the Gods themfelves gazed 
With wonder, feeing that nothing but hea- 
ven itfelf was finer. *' Singularem fuh omm 
calo Jlru&uram etiam numinum afcenfione mi'- 

rabilemr 

I know not whether this is the proper place 
to mention that the good Pope Gregory, who 
added to the poffeffion of every cardinal vir- 
tue the exertion of every Chriftian one, 
having looked one day with peculiar fted- 
faftnefs at this column, and being naturally 
led to refleft on his charadler to whofe honour 
it was ereded, felt juft admiration of a mind 
fo noble; and retiring to his devotions in a 
church not far off, began praying earneftly 
for Trajan's foul : till a preternatural voice, 
accompanied with rays of light round the 
altar he knelt at, commanded his forbear- 
ance of further folicitation j affuring him that 
Trajan's foul was feciire in the care of his 
Creator. Strange,! that thofe who record, 
and give credit to fuch a ftory, can yet 
continue as a ' duty their interceffions for 
the dead ! 

- But I have feen the Colifeo, which Would 
f Wallow that/of pretty Verona j it is four 
^ . ^ . . times 
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timea as large I am told, and would hold 
fourfcpre thoufand fpe<9:ators. After all the 
depredations of all the Goths, and afterwards 
of the Farnefe family, the ruin is glorioufly 
beautiful ; poffibly more beautiful than when 
it was quite whole j there is enough left now 
for Truth to repofe upon, and a perch for Fancy 
befide, to fly put from, and fetch in more. 

The orders of its architedure are eafily 
difcerned, though the height of the upper 
ftory is truly tremendous ; I climbed it once, 
not to the top indeed, but till I was afraid to 
look down from the place I was in, and 
penetrated many of its receflfes. The modern 
Italians have not lofl their tafte of a prodi- 
gious theatre ; were they once more a fingle 
nation, they would rebuild this I fancy ; for 
here are all the conveniencies in grandcy as 
they call it, that amaze one even in piccolo at 
Milan and Turin : Here were fupper-rooms, 
and taverns, and (bops, and I believe baths; 
certainly long galleries big enough to drive a 
xoach round, and places where flaves waited 
;to receive the commands of mailers and 
ladies, who perhaps if they did not wait to 
.pleafe them, would fcarcely fcruple to de- 

C c 3 tain 
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tain them In the cage of ofFenders, and keep 
them to make fport upon a future day. 

The cruelties then exercifed on fervants at 
Rome were truly dreadful ; and we all re- 
piember reading that in Auguftus's time, 
when he did ^ private friend the honour to 
dine with him, one of the waiters broke a 
glafs he was about to prefent full of liquor to 
the King ; at which offence the matter being 
enraged, fuddenly caufed him to be feized by 
the reft, and thrown inftantly out of the 
window to feed his lampreys, which lived in 
a pond on which the apartment looked. 
Auguftus faid nothing at the moment; to 
punifh the nobleman s inhumanity however, 
he fent his oflScers next morning to break 
every glafs in the houfe : A curipus chaftife- 
ment enough, and worthy of a nation who, 
being powerful to ereft, populous to fill, and 
elegantly-fkilful to adorn fuch a fabric as this 
Colifeum which I have juft been contem- 
plating, were yet contented and even happy to 
view from its well-arranged feats, exhibitions 
capable of giving nothing but difguft and 
horror ; — lions rending unarmed wretches in 
pieces j or, to the ftill deeper difgrace of poor 

Huipahityj^ 
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Humanity, thofe wretches armed unwillingly 
againil each other, and dying to divert a 
brutal populace. 

Thcfe refledions upon Pagan days and claC- 
fical cruelties do not difturb however the 
peace of an old hermit, who has cbofen one 
of thefe clofe-concealed recefles for his ha^ 
bitation, and accordingly dwells, difmally 
enough, in a hole feldom vifited by travellers, 
and certainly never enquired about by the 
natives. I Humbled on his ftrange apartment 
by mere chance, and aiked him why he had 
chofen it ? He had been led in early youth, 
he faid, to reflect upon the miferies fufiered 
by the original profeflbrs of Chriftianity ; the 
tortures inflided on them in this horrible 
amphitheatre, and the various viciffitudes of 
Rome fince : that he had dedicated himfelf 
to thefe meditations: that he had left the 
world fevcnteen years, never ftirring from 
his cell but to buy fppd, which he eat alone 
and fparingly, and to pay his devotions in 
the Via Cruets^ for fo the old Arena is now 
called J a fimple plain wooden crofs occupying 
the middle of it, and round the Circus twelve 
neat, not fplendid chapels j a pidure to each, 
reprefeflting the various ftages of our Sa- 

C c 4 viour's^ 
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viour's pafEon. Such arc the meek triumphs 
of our meek religion ! And that fuch fubfti'- 
tutes fliould have replaced the African fa» 
vages, tigers, hyaenas, &c. and Roman 
gladiators, not lefs ferocious than their four^ 
legged antagonifts, I am quite as willing to 
rejoice at as the hermit : They mull be better 
antiquarians too than I am, who regret that 
a nunnery now covers the fpot where ambi-? 
tious TuUia drove over the bleeding body of 
her murdered parent, 

Preffit ct induftis membra paterna rotis : 

That nunnery, fupported by the arch of 
Nerva, which is all that is now left ilanding 
of that Emperor's Forum, 

I muft not however quit the Colifeum, 
without repeating what pafled between the 
King of Sweden and his Roman laquais d( 
place when he was here ; and the fellow, in 
the true cant of his Ciceronefhip, exclaimed 
as they looked up, ♦^ jih Maejlal what 
turfed Goths thofe were that tore away {<y 
many fine things h?re, and pulled down 
fuch magnificent pillars, &:c.'' <^ Hold, hol4 
friend," replies the King of Sweden ; " I atti 
one of thofe curled Coths myfelf you know ; 

' Biit 
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but what were yotil: Roman nobles a-doing, 
I would alk, when they laboured to deftroy 
sin edifice like this, and build their palaccS 
with its materials ?'' ' 

The baths of Litia are ftill elegantly de- 
figned round her fmall apartments j and one 
Jias copies fold of them upon fans : the curio- 
fity of the original is to fee how Well the gilding 
(lands ; in many places it Appears juft finifhed. 
Thefe baths are difficult of accefs fottiehow ; \ 
never could quite underftand how We got 
in or but of them, but they did belong to tKe 
Imperial palate, which covered this whole 
Palatine hill, and here was Nero's goldeix 
houfe, by what I could gather, but of that 
I thank Heaven there is no trace left, except 
fottie little portion of the wall, which was 
tio feet high, and fome marbles in fhades, 
like women's ^orfted work upon canvafs, 
very curious, and tery Wonderful ; as all are 
natural marbles, and no dye ufed : the ex- 
pence muft have furpaffed credibility. 

The T^njple of Vefta, fuppofed to be the 
^efy temple to which Horace alludes in his 
fecdnd Ode, is a pretty rotunda, and has 
twenty pillars fluted of Parian marble : it is 
tiow a church, as are l^oft of the heathen 

leiJ* • 

Such 




394 OBSERVATIONS IN A 

Such adaptations do not pleafe one^ but 
then it muft be allowed and recoUeded that 
one is very hard to pleafe : finding fault is fo 
eafy, and doing right fo difficult ! 

The good Pope Gregory, who feared (by 
iacred infpiralioa one would think) all 
which fhould come to pafs, broke many beau- 
tiful antique ftatues, ^^ left/' faid he, ^^ in- 
duced by change of drcis or name perhaps 
our Chriftians may be tempted to adore them :'* 
and we fay he was a blockhead, and burned 
Livy's decads, and fo he did ; but he refufed 
all titles of earthly dignity ; he cenfured the 
Oriental Patriarchs for fubftituting temporal 
fplendours in the place of primitive fimplicity ; 
which he faid ought alone to diftinguifh the 
followers of Jefus Chrift. He required a 
ftrid attention to morality from all his infe- 
rior clergy; obferved that thofe who ftrovc i 
to be firft, would end in being laft ; and took 
himfelf the title of fervant to the fervants of 
God. 

Well] Sab^nian, his fucceflbr, once his fa- 
vourite Nuncio, flung his books in the fire as 
foon as he was dead ; fo his injundions were 
:pbeyed but while he lived to enforce them ; 
^^ud ^cy€?y ,day^now Jhews us how necelTary 
* t^ey were : when, even in thefe enlightened 
^ times. 
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times, there (lands an old figure that everjr 
Abate in the town knows to have been origi- 
nally made for the fabulous God of Phyfic, 
Efculapius, is prayed to by many old women 
and devotees of all ages indeed, juft at the 
Via Sacra's entrance, and called St. Barto- 
lomeo. 

A beautiful Diana too, with her trufled* 
up robes, the crefcent alone wanting, flands 
on the high altar to receive homage in the 
charader of ISt^ Agnes, in a pretty church 
dedicated to her fuor delle Porte ^ where it is 
iuppofed flie fuffer^d martyrdom ; and why? 
Why for not venerating that very Goddefs 
Diana^ and for refufing tP walk in her pro- 
«ffion at the New Moony like a good Chrif- 
tian girl. " Such contradi£tioni put one from 
one^sfflfy^ as Shakefpear fays. 

We are this moment returned home from 
Tivoli; have walked round Adrian's Villa, 
and viewed his Hippodrome, which would 
yet make an admirable open Manege. I have 
feen the Cafcatelle, fo fweetly elegant, fo ru- 
ral, fo romantic } and I have looked with 
due refped on the placed ox^ce inhabited, and 
ever juftly celebrated by genius, wit, and 
'iearqing; have fhuddp^d at revifiting the 

fpot 
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ipot I haftened down to examine, while cu« 
riofity was yet keen enough to make me ven- 
ture a Tery dangerous and fcarcely-trodden 
path to Neptune's Grotto ; where, as you 
defcend, the Cicerone (hews you a wheel c^ 
ibme coarfe carriage vifibly duck faft in the 
rock till it b become a part of it ; diftinguiih- 
cd from every other ftone only by its ihape, 
its projeding forward, and its ihewing the 
hollow places in its fellies, where nails were 
originally driven. Thb truly-curious, though 
little venerable piece of antiquity, ferves to 
. aflift the wife men in puzzling out the worid's 
age, by computing how many centuries go 
to the petrifying a cart wheel. A violent 
roar of dafhing waters at the bottom, and 
a fall of the river at this place from the height 
of 150 feet, were however by no mean$ fa*- 
vourable to my arithmetical ftudies ; and I 
returned perfedly difpofed to think the 
world's age a lefc profitable, a lefs diverting 
contemplation, than its folly. 

We looked at the temple of the old god- 
defs that cured coughs, now a Chriftian church, 
dedicated to la Madonna delta Tojfe ; it is ex- 
adly all it ever was, I believe j and we dined 
In the temple ef Sibylla Tiburtina, a beautiful 

edifice, 
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edifice, of which Mr. Jenkins has fent the 
model to London in cork, which gives a more 
exaift reprefentation after all than the beft-- 
chofen words in the world. I would rather 
make ufe of them to praife Mr. JenkinsV ge- 
neral kindnefs and hofpitality to all his coun- 
try-folks, who find a certain friend in him; 
and if they pleafe, a very competent in- 
ftruiStor. 

In order however to underftand the mean- 
ing of fome fpherical j&oAr obferved in the Cir- 
cus of Caracalla, I chofe above all men to con- 
itilt Mr. Greatheed, whofe correct tafte, deep 
refearch, and knowledge of architeilure, led 
me to prefer his account to every other, of 
their ufe and ncceffity : it fhall be given in his 
own words, which I am proud of his permif- 

fion to copy. 

" Of thofe fots you mention, there are not 
any remaining in the Circus MaximuS, as the 
walk, feats ind apodium of that have entirely 
difappeared. They are to be feen in the Cir- 
cus of Caracalla, on the Appian way; of this, 
'^and of this alone, enough ftill exifts to afcer- 
tainthe form, ftruQure, and parts of a Ro- 
Tnan courfe. It was furrounded by two pa- 
> Irallel walls which fupported the feats of the 
ip€(3:ators. The ^exterior wall rofe to the 
6 fummit 
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fummit of the gallery ; the interior one wi^ 

much lower, terminated with the lowefl^ 

rows, and formed the apodium* Thb rough 

fedion may ferve to elucidate my defcription^ 

From wall to wall an arch was turned whicb 

formed a quadrant, and on this the feats im-' 

mediately relied : but as the upper rows were 

contiderably diftant from the crown of the 

arch, it was neceflary to fill the intermediate 

fpace with materials fuffidently ftrong^ to 

fupport the upper ftone benches and the 

multitude^ Had thefe been of folid fiilH 

ftance, they would have prefled prodi-* 

gious and difproportionate weight on the 

fummit of the arch, a place lead able to 

endure it from its horizontal pofition# 

To remedy this de- 

feft, the architeS 

caufed fpberical pots 

to be baked; of thefe 

each formed of itfelf 

an arch fufiiciently 

powerful to fufbun 

its ihare of the ]&« 

cumbent weight, and 

the whole was renp» 

dered much lefs ponderous by the innumen' 

rable vacuities* 

'' A fimi- 




JOURNEY THROUGH ITALY. 399 

*^ A fimiliar expedient was likewife ufed to 
diminilh the preffure of their domes, by em- 
ploying the fcoriae of lava brought for that 
purpoie from the Lipari Iflands. The num- 
berlefs bubbles of this volcanic fubflance 
give it the appearance of a honeycomb, and 
anfwer the fame purpofe as the pots in Cara- 
calla's Circus, fo much fo, that though very 
hard, it is of lefs fpecific gravity than wood, 
aad confequently floats in water." 

Before I quit the Circus of Caracalla, I 
m vft not forbear mentioning his buft, which 
fo perfectly refembles Hogarth's idle 'Pren- 
tice ; but why fhould they not be alike ? 

For black-guards are black-guards in every 
degree, 

I fuppofe, and the people here who fhew 
one things, always take delight to fouce an 
Englifhman's hat upon his head, as if they 
thought fo too. 

This morning's ramble let us to fee the old 
grotto, facred to Numa's famous nymph^ 
^ffigeria, not far from Rome even now. I 
wonder that it fhould efcape being built 
round when Rome was fo extenfive as to 
contain th^ crowds which wc are told were 

lodged 
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lodged in it. That the city fpr^^d chiefly tttf 
other way, is fcarce an anfwer. London 
fpreads chiefly the Marybone way perhaps^ yet 
is much. nearer to Rjumford than it was fifty 
or lixty years ago. 

The fame remark may he made of the Tem- 
ple of Mars withput the walls^ near the Porta 
Capena : a rotunda it was on the road fide 
then : it is on the road fide uoiv^ and a very 
little way from the gate. 

Caius Ceflius's fepulchre however, with- 
out the wall$, on the other fide, is one of the 
mofl perfect remains of antiquity we havef 
here. Aurelian made ufe of that as a boun- 
dary We know : it ftands at prefent half with- 
out and half wkhin the limit that Emperof 
fet to the city ; and is a very beautiful pyra-* 
mid a hundred and ten feet high, admirably 
rqprefented in Kranefi's prints; with an in- 
fcription on the white marble ^f which it i^ 
compofed, importing the naipe and oflSoar 
ind condition of its wealthy proprietor i 
Q. Ce/iitt^^ feptmn vir epul^um. He m^ft 
have lived therelore finqe Jylius Ca^ar's ^ime 
it isplniri, as he firfl: iin^r^fe^ the number 19^ 
epirioncs to feven, frona ^hree their o^igii«kJ 
inftitution. it was pi^fcafoly * yesry luar^tiv* 
t. ofl&cc 
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office for a man to be Jupiter's caterer; who, 
as he never troubled himfelf with looking 
over the bills, they were fuch commonly, I 
doubt not, as made ample profits refult to 
him who went to market ; and Caius Ceftiu? 
was one of the rich contrad:ors of thofe days, 
who neglefted no opportunity of acquiring 
wealth for himfelf, while he confulted the 
honour of Jupiter in providing for his maf- 
ter*s table very plentiful and elegant ban- 
quets. 

That fuch officers were in ufe too among 
the Perfians during the time their monarchy 
lafted, is plain from the apocryphal ftory of 
Bel and the Dragon in our Bibles, where, to 
the joy of every child that reads it, Daniel 
deteds the fraud of the priefts by fcattering 
aflies or faw-duft in the temple. 

But I fear the critics will reprove me for fay- 
ing that Julius Caefar only increafed the number 
to feven, while many are of opinion he added 
three more, and made them ad ecemvirate : mean 
time Livy tells us the inftitution began in the 
year of Rome 553, during the confulate of 
FulviusPurpurioand Marcellus,upon amotion 
of Romuleius if I remember. They had the 
privilege granted afterwards of edging the 
gown with purple like the pontiffs, when ' 
Vol. L D d increafed 
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increafed to feven in number ; and they were 
always known by the name Septemviratus^ 
or Septemviri Epulonum^ to the lateft hours of 
Paganifra. 

The tomb of Caius Ceftius is fuppofcd 
to have coft twelve thoufand pounds fter- 
ling of our money in thofe days; and 
little did he dream that it fhould be made irk 
the courfe of time a repofitory for the bones 
of dlvifos orbe Britannos : for fuch it is now 
appointed to be by government. All of us 
who die at Rome, fleep with this purveyor of 
the gods ; and from his monument fliall at 
the laft day rife the re-animated body of our 
learned and incomparable Sir James Macdo- 
nald : whofe numerous and fplendid. acquire- 
ments, though by the time he had reached 
twenty-four years old aftonifhed all who 
knew him, never overwhelmed one little do- 
meftic virtue. His filial piety however, his 
hereditary courage, his extenfive knowledge, 
bis complicated excellencies,, have now, I fear^ 
no otljer regifter to record their worth, than 
a low (lone near the ftately pyramid of Ju- 
piter's caterer. 

The tomb of Caecilia Metella, wife of the 
rich and famous CrafTus, claims our next at- 
tention; it ii'a beautiful llrudlure, and ftiU 
7 called 
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called Ctipodi Bove by tl^e Italians, on account 
of its being ornamented with the oxhead and 
Jiowers which now flourifh over every door in 
the new-built ftrects of London j but the 
original of which, as Livy tells us, and I 
believe Plutarch too, was this. That Cora- 
tius, a Sabin6 farmer, who poffefled a parti- 
cularly fine cow, was advifed by a foothfayer 
to facrifice her to Diana upon the Aventine 
Hill ; telling him, that the city where Jhe 
now prefided — ^Z)/^;/^— fhould become mif- 
treft of the world, and he who prefented her 
with that cow fhould become matter over 
that city. The poor Sabine went away to 
wafli in the Tyber, and purify himfelf for 
thefe approaching honours *; but in the mean 
time, a boy having heard the difcourfe, and 
reported it to Servius TulUuSy he haftened to 
the fpot, killed Coratius*s cow for him, facri- 
ficed her to Diana, and hung her head with 
the horns oir, and the garland juft as fhe 
died, upon the temple door as an ornament. 
From that time, it feems, the ornament 
called Caput Bovis was in a manner confe- 
crated to Diana, and her particular votaries 
ufed it on their tombs. Nor could one eafily 

♦ A circumftance alluded to and parodied by Bea 
Johnfon in his Alcbemift. See the conduct of Dappei', &c. 

D d 2 account 
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account for the decorations of many'Romaii 
Ikrcophagi, till one recoUeds that they were 
probably adapted to that divinity in whofe 
tempfe they were to be placed, rather than 
to the particular perfon occupying the tomb, 
orphan to our general ideas of death, time, 
and eternity. It i$ probably far this reafon 
that the immenfe farcophagus lately dug up 
from under the temple of Bacchus without 
the walls, cut out of one folid piece of red 
porphyry, has fuch gay ornaments roimd it, 
relative to the facrifkes of Bacchus, &c. ; and 
I fancy thefe ftone coflSns, if we may call 
them fo, were often made ready and fold to 
any perfon who wiflied to bury their friend, 
and whoj chofe fome ftory reprefenting the 
triumph of whatever deity they devoted 
themfelves to. Were the modern inhabitants 
of Rome who venerate St. Lorenzo, St» 
Scbaftiano, &€. to place, not uncharafterifti- 
cally at all — a gridiron, or an arrow on theit 
tombftone, it might puzzle fucceeding anti- 
quarians, and yet be nothing out of the way 
in the leaft. 

Of the Egyptian obelifks at Rome I will 
not ftrive to give any account, or even any 
idea. They are too numerous, too wonder- 
ful, too learned for me to talk about ; but I 

muft 
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muft not forbear to mention the brok^ 
thing which lies down fomew.h^re in a bei^ 
of rubbifti, and is faid to be the greateft rarity 
in Rome, column, or obeli/k^ and the greateft 
antiquity furely^ if 1630 years before the 
birth of Chrift be its date ; as that was but 
two centuries after the invention of letters by 
Memnon^ and juft about the time that Jof€j)h 
the favourite of Pharaoh died. There ia a 
fphinx upon it, however, mighty clearly 
exprefled ; and fome one faid, how ftrange it 
was, if the world was no older than we think 
it, that they fiiould, in fo early a ftage of 
cxiftence, reprefent, or even imagine to them- 
fclves a compound animal* : though the chi- 
maera came in play when the world was 
pretty young too, and the Prophet Ifaiah 
fpeaks of centaury; but that was long after 
ev^n Hefiod*3 time. 

^ J^ modern : traveller has however, with 
ipuch ingenuity of conjedure, given us an 

* Thfi ornaments of the ark and tabernacle exhibit 
rtfodi ini|>rdveiiierit in the arts of engraving, carving 
&c. Nor did it feem to coft Aaron any trouble to make 
9 caft of Apis in the Wildernefs for the Ifraelites' amufe- 
ment, 1491 years Vefore Chrift; while the dog Anubis 
was probably another figure with which Mofes was not 
unacquainted, .and that .was certainly compofite : a cy-. 
nocephalus, I belicvje. , . . : 

D d 3 excellent 
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excellent reafon why the Sphinx was pecu* 
liar to Egypt, as the Nile wds obferved to 
overflow when the fun was in thofe figns of 
the Zodiack : 

The lion virgin Sphinx, which fliows 
What time the rich Nile overflows. 

And fure I think, as people lived longer then 
than they do now ; . as Mofes was contem- 
porary with Cecrops, fo that monarchy and 
a fettled form of government had begun to 
obtain footing in Greece, and apparently mi- 
grated a little weftward even then ; that this 
column might have employed the artifts of 
thofe days, without any fuch exceeding 
ftretch of probability as our modern Arifto- 
telians ftudy to make out, from their zeal 
to eftablifti his dodrine of the world s eternity. 
While, if conjedure were once as liberally 
permitted to believers as it is generoufly 
afforded to fcepticks, I know not whether a 
hint concerning Sphinx's original might not 
be deduced from old Ifraers lafl blefling to 
his fons ; The lion of Judah^ with the bead 
of a virgin^ in whofe offspring that lion was one 
day to fink and be lofl:, except his hinder parts ; 
might naturally enough grow into a favourite 
emblem among the inhabitants of a nation 

who 
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wha owed their exiftence to one of the 
family j and who would be ftill more id- 
dined to commemorate the myftical Jbleffing, 
if they obferved the frudifying inundation to 
happen regularly, as Mr* Savary fays, when 
the Sun left Leo for Virgo. 

The broken pillar has however carried me 
too far perhaps, though every day paffed in 
the Pope's Mufseutn confirms my belief, nay 
certainty, that they did mingle the veneration 
of Jofeph with that of their own gods : The 
bufhel or meafure of corn on the Egyptian 
Jupiter's head is a proof of it, and the name 
Serapis^ a further corroboration : the dream 
which he explained for Pharaoh relative to 
the event that fixed his favour in that coun- 
try, was exprefTed by cattle ; and for apis^ 
the ox*s head^ was perfedlly applicable to him 
for every reafon* 

But we will quit mythology for the Corfo. 
This is the firft town in Italy I have arrived 
at yet, where the ladies fairly drive up and 
down a long ftreet by way of fhewing their 
drefs, equipages, &c. without even a pre- 
tence of taking frefli air. At Turin the view 
from the place deftined to this amufement, 
would tempt one out merely for its own 
fake ; and at Milan they drive along a planted 

D d 4 walk. 
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walk, at leaft a ftone's throw beyond the 
gates. Bologna calls its ferious inhabitants to 
a little rifing ground, whence the profpe<a is 
luxuriantly verdant and fmiling* llie Lucca 
baftions are beyond all in a peculiar flyle of 
miniature beauty ; and even the Florentines, 
though lazy enough, creep out to Porto St. 
Gallo. But here at Roma la Santa, the ftreet 
is all our Corfo ; a fine one doubtlefs, and 
called the Strada del Fopok^ with infinite 
propriety, for except in that flrada there 
is little populoufnefs enough God knows. 
Twelve men to a woman even there, and as 
many ecclefiaftics to a lay-man : all this 
however is fair, when celibacy is once en- 
joined as a duty in one profeffion, encou- 
raged as a virtue in all. Where females are 
fuperfjuous, and half prohibited, it were as 
foolifh to complain of the decay of popula- 
tion, as it was comical in Omai the South 
American favage, when he lamented that 
no cattle bred upon their ifland.; and one of 
cur people replying. That they left fome 
beads on purpofe to furnifh them j he an- 
fwered, " Yes, but the idol worshipped at 
Bola-bola, another of the iflands, infifted on 
the males and females living feparate : fo 

they 
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they had fent him the cows, and kept only the 
bulls at home.'' ' '' 

jiu rejicy as the French fay, we muft not 
be too fure that all who drefs Tike Abates are 
fuch. Many gentlemen wear black as the court 
garb J many becaufe it is hot coftly, and 
many for reafbns of mere converiiencie iahd' 
diflike of change. 

I fee not here the attractive beauty which' 
caught my eye at Venice ; but the women at 
Rome have a moft Juno-like carriage, and fill 
up one's idea of Livi^ and Agrippina well 
enough. The men have rounder faces than 
one fees in other towns J think; bright, 
black, and fomewhat prominent ^yes, with 
the fineft teeth in Europe. A ftory told mc' 
this morning ftruck my fancy much j of aa 
hei^b-woman,^ who kept a ftall here in the 
market, and who, when the people ran out 
flocking to fee the Queen of Naples as ihc 
pafled, began exclaiming to her neighbours — 
*' jih^ povera Roma ! tempo fu quando pq/fh 
qui prigioniera la regina Zenobia ; altra cofa 
arnica^ robba tutta diver/a diquejia rcginuccia*!'* 

,* " Ah, poor degraded Rome! time was, my 
dear, when the great Zenobia palled through thefe fireets 
in chains ; anotherguefs figure from this little Queeney, 
in good time !" 

Acha- 
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A chara£i:eriftic fpeech enough ; but in thit 
town, unlike to every other, the things take 
my attention all away from the people ; while, 
in every other, the people liave had much 
more of my mind employed upon them, than 
the things. 

The arch of Conftantine, however, muft be 
Ipoken of ; the fooner, becaufe there is a con- 
trivance at the top of it to cojiceal muiicians, 
which added, as it pafled, to the noife and 
gaiety of the triumph. Lord Scarfdale's back 
front at Keddleftone exhibits an imitation of 
this ftrudure ; a motto, expreflive of hofpi- 
tality, filling up the part which, in the ori- 
ginal, is adorned with the fiege of Verona, 
that to me feems well done ; but Michael 
Angelo carried off Trajan's head they tell usj 
which had before been carried thither from 
the arch of Trajan himfelf. The arch of Titus 
Vefpafian ftruck me more than all the others 
we have named though ; lefs for its being the 
firft building in which the Compofite order of 
architedurc is made ufe of, among the num- 
berlefs fabrics that furround one, than for the 
evident completion of the prophecies which 
it exhibits. Nothing can appear lefs injured 
by time than the bas-reliefs, on one fide re- 

prefenting 
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prefenting the ark^ and goldeti candlefticks ; 
on the other^ Titus himfelf, delight of human 
kind, drawn by four horfes, his look at oncd 
ferene and fublime. The Jews cannot endure^ 
I am told, -to pafs under this arch^ fo lively 
is the annihilation of their government, and 
utter extin£lion of their religion, carved upon 
it. When reflecting on the continued cap- 
tivity they have fufFered ever fmce this arch 
was ere£ted here at Rome, and which they 
ftill fuffer, being ftridly confined to their own 
miferable Ghetto, which they dare not leave 
without a mark upon their hat to diflinguifh 
them, and are never permitted to ftir without 
the walls, except in cuflody of fome one 
whofe bufmefs it is to bring them back ; when 
refleding, I fay, on their forrows and punifh- 
ments, one's heart half inclines to pity their 
wretched nefs ; the dreadful recolledion im- 
mediately croflTes one, that thefe are the direct 
and lineal progeny of thofe very Jews who 
cried out aloud—" Let bis blood be upon us^ 
and upon our children /"—Unhappy race ! how 
fweetly does St. Auftin fay of them—" Zi- 
brarii nojlri faElifunt^ quemadmodum folent //- 
bros pojl dorninos ferre^^ 

The 
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The area degli orefict is a curious thing 
too, and worth obferving : the goldfmiths fet 
it up in honour of Caracalla and Geta ) but 
one plainly difcerns where poor Geta's head 
has been carried off in one place, his figure 
broken in another, apparently by Caracalla's 
qrder. The building is of itfelf of little con- 
fequence, but as a confirmation of hiflorical 
trutht 

The fountains of Rome (hould have been 
fpoken of long ago ; the number of them is 
known to all though, and of their magnificence 
words can give no idea. One print of the 
Trevi is worth all the words of all the de- 
fcribers together. Mofes flriking the rock, 
at another fountain, where water in torrents 
tumble forth at the touch of the rod, has a 
glorious efFed, from the happinefs of the 
thought, and an exprefSon fo fuitable to the 
fubjeiS:. When I was told the flory of Queen 
Chiiflina admiring the two prodigious foun- 
tains l)efore St. Peter's church, and begging 
that they might leave off playing, becaufe fhe^ 
thotight them occafional, and in honout of her 
arrival, not conflant and perpetual ; ivK6* 
could help recoUedting a fimilar tale ' told 
about th6 Prince of Moijaco, who was'fsrf^^tb^ 

have 
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have exprefled his concern, when he faw the 
roads lighted up round London, that our king^ 
fliould put hin^felf to fo great an expence on 
his account — in good time ! — thinking it a 
temporary illumination made to receive hitn 
with diftinguiflied fplendour. Thefe anec- 
dotes are very pretty now, if they are ftridlly 
true ; becaufe they fliew the mind's petty 
but natural difpofition, of reducing and at- 
tributing all to felf: but if they are only in- 
ventions, to raife the reputation of London 
lamps, or Roman cafcades, one fcorns them j 
— I really do hope, and half believe, that they 
are true. 

But I have been to fee the two Auroras of 
Guido and Guercino. • Villa Ludovifi con- 
tains the laft, of which I will fpeafc firft for 
forty reafons — the true one becaufe I like itbeft. 
It is fo fenfible, fo poetical, fo beautiful* The 
light increafes, and the figure advances to the 
fancy ; one experts Night to be waked before 
one looks at her again, if ever one can be 
prevailed upon to take one's eyes away. The , 
bat and owl are, going foon to reft, and the 
lamp burns more faintly as when day begins 
to approach* The perfonification of Night is 
wondiprfully hit q£ But Guercino \%fuch a 

painter ! 



414 OBSERVATIONS IN A 

painter ! We were driving laft night to look 
at the Colifleo by moon-light— there were d 
few clouds juft to break the expanfe of azure 
and (hew the gilding. I thought how like a Iky 
of Guercino's it was ; other painters remind 
one of nature, but nature when moft lovely 
makes one think of Guercino and his worksi 
The Rufpigliofi palace boafts the Aurora of 
Guido— both are ceilings, but this is not 
rightly named fure. We fhould call it the 
Phoebus, for Aurora holds only the fecond 
place at beft : the fun is driving over her al- 
moft ; it is a more luminous, a more grace- 
ful, a more fhowy pidure than the other, 

more univerfal too, exciting louder and of- 
tener repeated praifes ; yet the other is fo dif* 
criminated, fo tafteful, fo claffical ! We muft 
go fee what' Domenichino has done with the 
fame fubje£t. 

I forget the name of the palace where it is 
to be admired : but had we not feen the 
others, one fhould have faid this was divine^ 
It is a Phoebus again, this is ; not a bit of an 
Aurora : and Truth is fpringing up from the 
arms of Time to rejoice in the fun's broad 
light. Her expreffion of tranfport at being 

fet 
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fet free from obfcurity, is happy in an emi- 
nent degree; but there are faults in her 
form, and the Apollo has fcarcely dignity 
enough in his. The horfes are beft in 
Guidons picture : Aurora at the Villa Ludo- 
vifi has but two ; they are very fpirited, but 
it is the fpirit of three, not fix o'clock in a 
fummer morning. Surely Thomfon , had 
been living under thefe two roofs when he 
wrote fuch defcriptions as feem to have been 
made on purpofe for them ; could any onq 
give a more perfe<9: account of Guercino's 
performance than thefe words afford ? 

The meek-ey'd morn appears, mother of dews. 
At firft faint-gleaming in the dappled Eaft 
Till far o'er aether fpreads the widening glow. 
And from before the luftre of her face 
White break the clouds away: with quicken'd 

ftep 
Brown Night retires, young Day pours in apace 
And opens all the lawny profpcft wide. 

As for the Rufpigliofi palace I left thefe lined 
in the room, written by the fame author, and 
think them more capable than any defcrip-*- 
ttoi> I could make, of giving fome idea of 
GuidoV Phoebus^ 

While 
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Whik yonder comes the powerful King of Da^ 
Rejoicing in the Eaft ; the leflSuikg cloud. 
The kindlii^ a^ure, ami the mountaiiis brow 
lUum'd with fluid gold, his near approach 
Betoken glad y lo, now apparent all 
He looks in boundlefs majefly abroad. 
And fh'ed3 the fhining day. 

So ctiarming Thonafon wrote from hlS 
lodgings at a milliner's in Bond-ftrter, 
whence he felddm rofc early enough to fee 
the fun do more than gliftoi on the oppcrfing 
windows of the ftreet : but genius, like truth, 
cannot be kept down. So he wrote, and fo 
they painted ! Ut pidlura poejis. 

The mufic is not in a Aate fo capital as we 
left it in the north of Italy ; we regret Nar- 
dini of Florence, Aleflandri of Venice, and 
Ronzi of Milan ; and who that has heard 
Signior Marchefi fing, could ever hear a fuc- 
ceflbr (fcMT rival he has none), without 
feeling total indifference to all tbeir beft 
endeavours ? - - . 

The converiations of Cardinal de Befms 
and Madame At Boccapaduli lu'e what Mf 
countrywomen talk moft of; but -tht Roaim 
ladies cannot endure perfumes, and faint 
away even at am artificial rofe. I went but 

once 



JOURNEY rvmOVQH tTfU^Y. 4if 

ence amongvifa^itt^ pAten fAetkm^ t\Si Vene^ 
tiaai amteAdof iid tfie tht itdtitm t6 hSdb-^ 
dtfce mifamcuikri^ btit ^nr c^Xfratf&tiMy^wiid 
fooir over, not fo Yriy flranye j wit^I per- 
c^ve($ alt the conipany.flmiik froto me Veir^ 
okMlyy and: ildp dbetr nofer wkli cuei) Trbkfa K 
i<^v4ftC hroug;h^ t36^ their iitflrftance oir kip6ti 
fAif^. I ^airbjr this^ttni^'^n&oce }tket6f£nt 
lfwa:7' (^n^they^Mromr d(^nfufidn and<iiftrcrs;r 
m/ kbid^ prdteiftod wfeurined'cbe of d^ cmfe i 
'^d I hadr (bme ^ins of mai^cMle j^wdtjr 
icb nfijr:h|dr perfia|>$^' and led m&xm^o£.jthe 
^(lembly ; to wlHcbf no isflre^e^ co&ld f^retaJI 
on me ever flof return,- or xiAke. ftujh^r at-^ 
tempts to aflbtiate vritb a d€)tiea<|r, io^ very 
fufceptible of ofFejofien 

N MMa tiiiiethe V^al^ i^ tsi^^eSati^ bad, 
heavy, ^iqk, iMHi fciggy as ouf owp, fi?r *w^t 
I fee; but fo it, wsf^ at; lV!il»n too I: weUr 

r^fnamb^ : ^is^,% qy$ W0U4 nqt re|cb i^apf 
mprnia^ asroiiri th(| NavigUo. tbfit raa di- 
rectly uadtf oui^ windows* Fof £%( bi:j^t 
lMlrp«l»)iK$ iN^ inuA |{0^ tQ Ci^mftwticitt^e I" 

• What however can make the/e Romaii 

ladies fly fiDm^^/"; To; tUi a dri}p of laven- 

'- VoB. £> E e der- 



4i» ..0L»8£JiyATIONS IN A 

.Ba^ain-cfert- ioaacfacrv'-b -to- dvoirihea 

otrif inftaiice in iMiich Acf^ ' feMieur < ta 
/kUruarf -ju Pantito ^, in theb oWn plira(^ : 
ilMdameft, <<»f whom JuTefUd^^ddiglitt ta.4ifiy 
ISkcd perfttaies wd! enbog^ iff nx&cMAfa^; 
and Hbrece ■And.Miiitial''er^'<*'€b^ V^" 
pcififtttaBy.- • /^e the mbdem ' ittfaiibkftits 
ftUl more refined than tbeyVtiXk^ rdfearehes 
afier. pieafiicei ■ and-^a«e>die ^{flftfew^iflMe of 
Mies jcapatde< of tnemiik^' bi^kid^tBM!' of 
dwiraooeft»r^ tlie1eieenti6fe^«f inf tdii*|^f«al 
ienfe ^ I ihoald think ribt; Het^ are liow- 
ev«r amu$4tftieftls enough >&f R^ihe"Tv9^out 
trying for their converfiitk}fi&- ^ !*> 

The Bai'berftii i>alace, Whlth^ I va^fifid a 
diftradingv t6oth-ach, amufeif <6Vcn "^f ior- 
fure by Ae ▼Mi«ty of liB-wbndifrs. '-■'ftie 
fl«eping £ifin)''praifed 'of» fron oiffihi^to 
ctttcdef'f and: niver yet f»faifed ^tio«kji;hl^ ^'fi^' 
dfiiid^ ft faftaflee(>, fo liki> a \^TAmih^l 
Modefty T«pN>vu)g Vanity^ b^ ^^Leolikau-dd' da 
Wnciv 4b totally heydnd dy dlcpefbltidn' ^ 
cbinprefienfion, great! vafef- 'kttd^ fSit! 
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llapliaer^ MiftrcTs) pain^.by himfdf^ and 
«)pied byj Juiio RpQiana;: ihis {ddhire gives 
]mh fatiefa<S^^ though i9iidq;>t£rom^ curio- 
fity ^atifie4|' ^e Woma^ h AqO: coaxfc* 
Guide's Mag^iflieii r up vfl^rs, .the iaajGus 
Magdale% j^dag exrery - bteauiy, oS (oftnt& 
imi;i;gled.^ith '^iftpefs% A St» Johiv tpo^^ by 
dear Guwcino^ tranfcefideat ! but fu(^ was 
my eanguiih 4he -very rooms turned , arowd : 
rnauft cotte again when lefs Ul I believe ' 

Nothing can equal the nafttne& at one's 
entratice to HAb magazine of perfe^Hon : but 
the Ronian nobles are not difgufbed with ali 
fwts of fcents It Is plain ; thefc a¥e not what 
we ihould calt perfumes indeed^ but certainly 
odori : of the fame nature as < thofe one is 
obUged to "wade through before Trajan's Pil- 
lar can be cUojibed. 

That ^ie:generar appearance of a city 
wbi^hr coQ^al^ fuch treafures ihould be mean 
and d^4^ngi while one literally oftep walks 
upon^gpawte, ^nd tramples red porphyry 
^ndfj^4)n^'8 fe^, is one of the gw^teft won* 
dgrSutOtCiC^, iji a town of which the wonders 
&^^ inalterable : that it ihouM be nafty 
bej^ond all telling, all endurance, with fuch 

-Eei 2 peren- 
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perennial ftreams of tht pur^ iwratet filSc^ 
raHy difperfed, and triUmpkantl'T' feattered atl 
ever it, is another unfathomable wonder; 
that fb tMtty poor fliould bo fufi^ed to beg 
in the fireets^ when not a ha»id can be gbt to 
work 4ft the freldi^ and that tho^ll^poor fiiociI(t 
be penkiitted to exhibit %ht8 of tdefbrmitgr. 
and^ degradationd of our ^eciesito me; unfiiefst 
till rwWy at« the mcf| foknmi AomeatSi afi4 
in chmchea where fiiver and goU^,ao^»cyy- 
arrayed pmfts, (qaixelyiiiffice to. caU off at«- 
tention > Iroin tb^t fi:giaUid xniieriQSy I do . not 
try to comprehend* That the patacea^ which 
tafte and expence combine to decorate ibould 
look quietly on, while QomnKHi pa0engers 
nfe their noUe reftihules, joay ftair^, for eT«ry 
naisleoue pnrpofe^ that primes, whoi^ ig.^ 
comes equal thofe of our pukes '^f 39df(^d 
and Mjarlborongh, fhould fuffer. their fe^ywts 
to dcefs, other mea's dinners Cor hire, pr. lend, 
out their equipages for a^ dayVpleafiwriftg, 
a^4 hang wet . rags out df theu: g^J^ce win- 
dows to dry^ as. atthe, mean hahi taction, of a. 
pjauper J while looking in, %t jhft^ yery win- 
dows, nothing b jp be feen but proofs of 
opulence, and iiqnes of , ijplendour^ I will not 

imdertake 
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ixadtrttkii tb ^^%m } (wc 1 alo^^ that who^ 
«Ter knows Rom^t ^^ ^^^ coQxkmn tbh 

Wl&en I fpol^e oi thmr be^gais, many not 
unlike Salvator lUfa's Job jt the Santa Cxadt 
palace, I ooght not t)o hai;^ omided dMb: 
eioqittnde, itnd rariooe talents. We tst&ed ift 
a htme man one day at our own door, whoft 
account of his iihieis would qpt hive di^ 
graced a «iedical profefibr; ££> jttdkiotts were 
liis fentiments, fb ictenttfic was his difcourfe. 
The accent bere too ts pctrfirOiy jj^eadng, in-* 
telligible, and ^e^prelltve; and I tiloe tfaeiir 
4:antilena vaiUy; 

The exceffire lenity of. all It^dian ftates 
makes it dangercnis to Uve amons them ; a 
ieendng paradox^ yet certaiidy mdft tru^: 
and whatever' ts evil ia this way at any other 
town, is Worft i^ Rot&e; wj^ere tkoie wi0 
defert^ hitHging, enjoy ak^oft a morail cer« 
tainty of fiever being banged ; fo unwilling is^ 
evary body to dete<2 the o&ader, ^»d ib 
numerous the churches to afford him pro^ 
te£tk>n if found out. 

A man a&ed importunately in our anti- 
chamber this morning for the padrone^ 
n^ux^ng no names, and pur iervants tumed 

£ e 3 hii9^ 
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ftntteiv' fbodiiar fiek : oI4^ gtntlalsar^ Titttng 
in : lp8 kid^og attended b}r a £ieUc fenmM, 
^irhomi:lie>bdund}iibjdc/a kaSe: uli thejiiMi^ 
i»r^:Hfledtheiit|)art:Hi<nt&^ suidr walked .CQC^ 
OiMPigflda a^inooiMlay: iX0t:J3MH)ld \K;|wi5e 
ertp^ieapd jof^b a tnfic^ btifc dxatj it ilufi^: 
pened juft by. lb j; fear, boreitter ikjAboito* 
p(ai^eis^t0 fell t\^bo4e murdered^ :mnd m)body's 
pky is enrckttd^ tmleia for tkb malcfisi^bQr 
vhto they hear te&^ caoght* , 

^ Bot^lii^ Paia£^o Finmeie* i» a morcipbafiag 
fpcculation j thte^ Hercultt faces tte entering-^ 
Gtigltelmo della Porta ma(k hi^legs I hoar, 
aftd'^;^en ^e real one» were iijEuad^ Im wjeet 
better : and -Michael Angete • faM,\ it wad i jaot 
wortti *ifqulttg the ftatue to try^ at wftoii^gg 
the- oM <mes. There is^ another Heypcate? 
ftafids heai-, as a foil to Clycotf s; I foppol^^ 
ahd xht Italians tell you of <mi?' Mr.^ Sluop'^ 
acutenefe in finding fotoe ikult ^ thenvuo* 
difcbvcred', a very flight o»e thottghy-^^th 
fome^i)f the nect mijfcles^f they liitt'slt af)^ 
provingly however j and m^fee ^cwEid udmire 
their candour, even beyond th^ii^Tlora, -^ho 
caVties that in her counterfanct^ which they 
poflefs in their heart?. Under a fhed on the 
• • * , • right 
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right hand you fmd^tliefaimitta^^oilpe calieil 
T<nro Famcfei ■ It Has b^n toifefaml^ attd^re^ 
pdbed, they tclhyoo, tin TOwfeof tbfe fpfirit 
is loft ) hxxt I Sdmot mifi' itl^ "^ Ttte^BuRand 
the Brothers are greatn^fe ic^f ^ " bbt:^Di;xii 
dfw^s'no cbiii{)affion by Iter ioc^sr foixieiioiBir; 
and the lady who comesto iwx reScf, fccros* 
too'rdd a ijpc&atrds of the fixne/ *\ y^t7)V 

Tlie!re*wepe,fovei:al brokca ftatnes ia tfee. 
place)\aiid while my companioaa were exar. 
mining the groupe a&ec I h^d d<^s^ 
the wench's coriv€rfatk>h who ' Ih^^ed ' it 
madrmy aroufement; as Wfr looked ^togef 
ther at an Egyptian J/is^ or, as many ic^a}! 
her^ fJ^ Epbefian Diana^ with a 4iuu(fr^ 
breaft^ very Hdeons^ and fwathed about^^ 
l<5gs like a mijmtiiy at Cairp, jor a balxjr ^ 
Rnme^ P faid to the girl, *^ They wor/Jjipp^d> 
tl^f^ filthy things formeriy before "Jefus Chf^ifi 
camt^ but M taught us better^\ added I> ** ^nd^ 
njimarc.w^ nonp: bo%v Jholi/b was ^ iff 
to frayr^ ip^ - th'tsjugly fione f^^^^ The pepple> 
wfre te><V^^i^f, then, very likely;" replied my 
frteiid the we9^^ ^^ biit I do not fee that it, 
wasfQ(di/bi'»tM.'' , , . 

Who fay$ die laapdern Romans are deg«n 
ner^ted? I f^ear I think them Xo like theii; 

E e 4 anccf- 



tb,e ipffin^lancp. A ft^tjup pf a p^nt car- 
rying game jtt tl^s yefy pf^lace, i$ habf ted pper 
oiely ^f) ^^? modern ^rpfs, and ihews bpw 
ycry Ut^ change has yet beien maiic* The 
ibo^ of the lp>v fcllpw? too particularly at;- 
^raft my notice: they ^^^^\y r^emhl? the 
ancient ones^ ^d when Pj^fius mentfpp^ 14f 
ploughman peronatus aratQr^ one feps he 
would fay fo to-day. 

The poriaq palace calls bowevef , and peo- 
ple touft give way fo things ^here the mira^ 
culous powers of Benvenuto Qarof;fni are 
concerned : where Lodovico Caracci exhibits 
a te/la del tei^fntorc beyond all praife^ uniting 
pyery excellence, and exprefling evpry perr 
fewon J where, in the deluge reprefgnted by 
Bonati, one fees the eagle drpoping from ft 
weight of rain, majefticinhis diftrefs, arid loolfL- 
ing vtp \o the luminous ps^rt of the pi<^ure as 
if Hoping to difcover fome ray pf that fun he 
never fhall fee again. How charafteriftic ! 
how tafteful is the expreffion ! The famous 
Virgin and Child too, fo pften engraved an^ 
copied. 

I will run away from this Dpria ; it is too 
^11 of beauty — it darzles: and I will let 

them 
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tbeoi ikevf thp pale greeii Cafpar Pouffias^ ib 
valuable, £» cufious, to whofA they pbaSc^ 
wbije Nature aaijd Claude content my hacj 
fin4 M up eyery idea* 

At thp Coljorina palace what have I remark*. 
^ I That It poflefles the gayeli gallery be- 
ionging td any fubjed upon earth : one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine feet long, thirty-^four 
feroad^ and feventy high: profufely orna« 
mented with pillars, pi&ures, ftatues, to a d^ 
gree of magnificence difl^cult to exprefs. The 
Herbdias herg by Guido, is the perfedion of 
4?ncing grace. No Frenchman enters the 
room that does not bear teftimony to its pecu« 
Jiar excellence}. But here's Guercino's fwect 
returning Prodigal, and here is ^ Madtnna 
difperata burfting as from a cavern to embrace 
the body of her dead fon and fayiou^.'— 3uch 
a fky t;oo ! ^ut it is treatingjtob theatrically^ a 
fubje£t which imprefles one more at laft in 
the fimpleP^/^^ d'Aanibale Caracci at Palazzo 
Doria* 

One wonderfuUy-dmagined pi(5lure by Atti- 
drea Sacchi, of Cain flying from the fight of 
his murdered brother, fliall alone detain me 
from meatioriing here at Rome what certainly 

t The Chxift in bts moihePs lap, after crucifixbo, k 
always called iq Italy a PUta* 

would 
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would never iiave 1)eeli tbcraght: on bj £ag^ 
liSuneahad it remamed a£ WindTorf no 
ctbectbati oitr old King OmknW cabiiietv 
ic4d to the Colpnaa family by Cromwell^' and 
fet ai^ont in the old-fafliiooed way vnth gf^m^ 
cameop, ^c one of which has been ftolqiir 

And now to theBoi^;faere,w)whIamtc;ddM 
for a time to finiih my ^ttigues^^as after three 

days more we go to Naples. JNews perfectly 
agreeable to roe, who never have been well 
here for two Konrs together. 

All the great churches remain yet unvifited : 
they are to be tdfken at our return in ipi^dg'; 
mean while I will go fee Mons Sacer iii Ipire 
of cOnnoiflcurihqp, though the place it feem^ 
is nothing, and the profpeS iS-otn it di^^ 
but it produces thoughts, or what is next to 
thought; — rccbiredion of books read, ^aiid 
events related m ones early youth, vrhtti 
names and ftories make iinpreffioli ' tni- i 
mind not yet hardened by age, or contnbSfiBi^ 
by neceflary duty, fo as no lon^r to reccivfe 
with equal reKfh ^ciaky^fkBer^ti^l' 
The lake too, with the floatihg^inaftalsi^ttld^ 
be memtioned ; the toteiir of ^#hi<^ fe'>^ii^ 
blue with venom, and left a brrfl^ *rfte4ii' 
my mouth for a wholeday, after only ^fe^ 
ftrving how it boiled with rage on dropping 

20 ia 
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in a ftof«, andiiiicniftedt a Hick with its iartar 
ifi'^ tfro imnmes. One of our compamotls 
irid€«lfeap6tltl{toh the Kttle fpots of grm^4 
^fifch^idirtr&i ^t/and deferved to. feel feme 
cffeSB^t Kis Urnnt^ ; but it is fuflScientf t* 
ftSft^^eir,'! tKiJilci one ftarcely can cfcape 
toM^lbii. • 'lUr ftiddeii ^nd^ Violent powers 
ohfemfeie in this take Ih at leaft check 

the computifts from thinking thej can gather 
the world's age from its petrefadipns. 

But we are called to the Vatican, where 
tii^ Apollo, Laqcoon, Antinous, and Melear 
geic^^Vi^h others of lefs diftinguiihed merit, 
fuiferone to think on nothing Iwit tbemfche^^ 
and, of the artiOfts who frained fuch models of 
p^(5^Qn. Xapcoon's agonies torment pnct; 
I;i^^8 |9^ced^o.,j;ecollea the .ob{prvatioa jpbr... 

M^P %* ^¥ fi"^^ °^*^® ^7 ^'■' • ^°<^<«v 
in ojsi^rlq.har^eQ 017, heart againft him who, 

^ijjo^^to f«s^l pply for himfplf, when two 
f»l9^,f9Uth8. are expiring clofe befide him. 
Bu^^oughtp4iiting can^ dp much, and fculpr 
t«tfi<pfirl)4pfe|l[|0f (?, at , leaft one lear^ to think 
fft^e 4t llQf^, (the comfort is, that r poetry 
beauHtJaei^fJjQlth. Virg?! knew, and Shake* - 
ipearcivwould have known, .he w to Jieigbtea 

even 
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i-*here is diftreft enough however. 

Let us once more ackoowledgc the xmo^ 
defty and candour of Italians, when, we re* 
peat what has heen fo often recorded, tlmt 
Michael Angelo refufed adding the arm that 
was wanting to this chef d*ocuvre : and when 
Bernini undertook the tafk, he begged it 
might remain always a different colour, that 
he might not be fufpefted of hoping that his 
work could ever lie confounded with that of 
the Greek artift. 

Such is not the Ipirit of the French : they 
have been always adding to Don Quixote \ 
a pcrfonage whofe adventures were little likely 
10 crofs one's fancy in the Vatican j but per- 
fection is perfeGion. 

Here Hands the Apollo though, in whom 
alone no fault has yet been found. They 
tell you, he has juft killed the ferpent Python, 
** Let us beg of him," fays one of the craa- 
pany, ^ juft to turn round and demoHfli 
thofe curfcd fnakes which are devouring the 
poor old man and his boys yonder. Th i^ jvas 
like the fpeech of Marcbez done to the fine 
bronze horfe Under the heavenly fiaCue of 
Marcus Aiurelius at the Capitol, and made me 

! hope 
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hope that ftopf tiii^ be titrei It ig the fgi^luon 
foe CTcry body to g6 fee A^oM bf toreh 
light : he loc^ Hlte JN>abnr then, the SWs 
bdgbtrdeityv ^nd feems terf^ to !u8 ajdmirera^ 
aB' that Civiaity does to the prdmnptiioas 
heco in. Homer^ 



• ' ^ 



Oh fon of Tydeus, ce^c ! be wifcj and fee 
How vaft the difference 'twuct.the gpds. and tHce* 

Itiifced every* body finds the remark: obvi- 
ous, that this ftatue rs of beauty and dignity 
beyond what human nature now* cati boaftj 
and the Meleager juft at Kand; with the' Antf^ 
nous, confiimitj for all'eregancc and all ex^ 
pf effion, unpofleffed' by the Apollo, thy have; 
while none can mils the mferiority 6f their 
generat appearance to his. 

iThe^ Mufaaum Glemehtihurtx is altogether 
fiich though, that tHefe fingularfy excellent 
prodlidiions of art are only proper atnd welF-^ 
adapted^ ornaments, ci i> gallery f^ tteXAlfi 
as^ron the otHerhahd, that nolite'ed^ce-leemAr 
hut tfie; due repofitory of fbch inhabkants^^ 
Nerer were place and deboratioiis. fd> adapted:: 
never perhaps was: fa irfined.atafte' engaged 
on fubjefts fo worthy its exertion, Thb ftar 

tues 
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tuos are d^pofed wkh a ipvofmttf diat cbarmd 
one ; the (ituadon of th^ pilhn^. ib ofaoOkndi 
iht cdUmrs of them fo diofeata cmpfJihc 
«yd forward---not fatigue it} th^ xqchqs 6» 
illuminated ; Haglejr park is not laid out witb 
more judicious attention to diverfify^ aadse^. 
Ueve with various pbjeds a ixu94 delighting 
in the contemplation of ornamented nature j 
than is the Pope's Mufa:um calculated to en-^ 
chain admiration^ and fix it in t^9fe j^pcfrt^ 
roents where fublimity and beauty lujiyc^jefta-^, 
blifhed their refidence,; and thoie w^cnil^ ^ 
worfe than Goths^ . who xo^xli thinjc of mov- 
ipg even an old torfp; from the ,plac^ wfeere 

Pius Sextus has commanded it to remain. . 

■• ■ ^ . ' . • - 

l^e other parts of this prodig^us . il^^ure^ 
would tak? up one's lii^ almpft ta< iee ^^coms^ 
pktely^ tp remember dU^l^^y* ae^; tp-.^-* 
icribe accurately. When the reader rec^l^^ 
that St. Peter'si ^ with all ite appurtefi»}{qe89 

I^Iaeei Ubrary^ mufeum». evjery thing*: jdiat 
w«. include in the word VatkartyM &idby:tl^ 
Romans to occupy, an iequal.q^^ 
^ace9 tothiit covered by thexity:;^^ T|K^ : 
the aflertion need not any bnge^; b« l^@li^h$ 
Ijtypefbolical, . : /^'- ^t<v^ 
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t wiil ^ay irOf^ jxqpre abbufr it ?tlHr at our tc^ 

at ftome out-aUtabered Ihr ^|)cd^ 
triift the i^eihai'Il Is now almoft deflW^ !Suc, 
as^evei^jf xfcly and hour digs-up dead worthies^ 
and the uE^Wibldbme weather inuft furdy 
fend iftan^ctf th6 Kving ones to their ancef- 
tort : li^n the ^ whole, the men and women 
ofPbrphyi^i &c/:pleafc me-Beft, as theyilo 
not hsHidfe Kmg" knives to fo good an eflfeflt ks 
the OthferS &i^'^^ qtd aime Men a s'egorger tn^ 
core'^^^ fayi' a Stench gentleman bf them the- 
other day/ There is howevet- an air of cheer- 
iulnefs in the ftreets at a night among Ae' 
po©if, whoiry fifli, and eat foots, faui&ges, 
&K4 as they Walk about gaily enough, and 
though they quarrel too often, never get drunk 
a(tk#ft. 

- The twa boufes belonging to the Borghefe 
ftMxAly IhnU ^conclude my iiT& journey to' 
ftfficnv^d^ witJbMhat the &r0: volume of my 
c^eziRNitioo^ anid 4^edk>n9« ^ 

■ Tlleir tdwtt ps^e is a fuite of rooms con-'* 
ffeil^edliktt thoO at Wanftead^exaaiy ; anrf* 
"whcreyou turn at the end to come back by ^ 

f V^ho have fiill a tafte to be cuf-throats. 

another 
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another fmt^^ ytSu finSi two alabafter fdtiittaCns 
of fupelioF beaifty; and two ghffs Id ft re sina te 
i& Ix>iA)bn» but ftevtfr wi{(ecl fioce tHcj feft 
FeSet-ftrceC certaiflly. They do aot howler 
want dkanin^ as the fomitasbs do;' whSch^ 
by the extraof dmapy dfe m2(db of tfcem^ give 
tte v^ho^e palace an offeniiVe ffxf^ 

Among the piSures here, the^^fttombing'otrt^ 

» 

blefied Saviour l^y Rafaelle is cftoft praUed-> 
it is fuppofed imleed wholly HKftiaable-y- Vti 
I befieve is fo^ while Veni% bindiiig QapiH^s 
eyesy by Titian, engraved by Scraoge^is^pofi^ 
biy one of the pleaianteft pidures^ in Rome. 
The Chrift difputing with the ^d:or#i9-iift« 
mitable, one of the wonderful works of 'Leb^ 
nardo da Vinci ; but here is' DoinciiichinD'sF 
i>iana among htt nymphs, vkry laboiired^ and 
yfcry learned. Why did it put mt ift tblfid 
Hogarth's ftrolling aarefles dreffing in aS^irht^ 
Villa Borgliefe prefents mort to' Otters liBncl 
aC once than it will bear, ftom tUxt (te'reUiif^ 
Gurtius over the door that fecfc#ybtt |»!ftgi*^t^ 
the laft gate of the ganden yoO 4tiivd«Uf aT j^^ 
lar^e as the fal'oon ishoweirer^j^e figure dFCor-^ 
due feems too ilear^ you ; and'lite bobrfefsEitiid^ 

^|:t&rsareheavy,^and ilKfuited tothe £cft^haAdy 

but 
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but here are men and women enoughj and 
odd things that are neither, at this houfe j fo 
we may let the horfe of Gurtius alone. . 

Nothing can be gayer or mOre happily ex-^ 
prefled in its way than the Centaur, which 
Dr. Moore, hke Dn Young, finds not fabu- 
lous; while the brute runs away with the 
man, and Cupid keeps urging him forward. 
TTie fawn nurfmg Bacchus when a baby, is 
another femi-human figure of juft and high 
eftimation ; and that very famous compofition^ 
for which GavaJier Bernini has executed a 
mMtre& infinitely foftier to the eye than any 
real one I ever found in his country, has 
here an apartment appropriated to itfelf. 

From monfters the eye turns of its own ac- 
cord towards Nero, and here is an incompa- 
rable one of about ten years old, in whofe 
face I vainly looked for the feeds of parricide, 
and murderous tyranny ; but faw only a fturdy 
boy, who might have been made an honeft 
man perhaps, had not the rod been fpared by 
his old tutor, whofe lenity is repaid by death 
here in the next room. It is a relief to look 
upon the fmiling iSingara ; her lively charac- 
ter is exquifitelv touched, her face the only 

Vol. I. F f one 
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one perhaps where Bernini couM not go be* 
yond the proper idea of arch waggery aad 
roguifli cUnning, adorned with beauty that 
muft have rendered its poffeflbr, while living, 
irrefiftible. His David is fcarcely young enou^ 
for a ruddy fhepherd fwain ; he teems too 
mufcular, and confident of his owft tkren^gth i 
this fellow could have worn Saul's armcfur 
well enough. -/Eneas carrying his father^ 1 
underftand, is by the other Bernini } but the 
famous groupe of Apollo and Daphne i$ the 
work of our Chevalier himfelf. 

There is a Mifs Hilliiberg, a dancer on the 
ftage, who reminds every body of this graceful 
ftatue, when theatrical diftrefs drives her to 
force expreffion : I mean the ftage in Grcr- 
many, not Rome, whence females are ex- 
cluded. But the vafes in this Borgh^fe viita \ 
the tables ! the walls ! the cameos ftuck in the 
walls ! the frames of the doors, alt agate, 
porphyry, onyx, or verd antique ! the enor- 
mous riches contained in every chamber, ac- 
tually t^kes away my breath and leaves me 
ftunned. Nor are the gardens unbecdriilng 
or inadequate to the houfe, where on the 
outfide appear fuch bas-reliefs as would be 

treafured 
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treafured up by the fovereigns of France or 
England, and ftiewn as valuable rarities. 
The rape of Europa firft ; it is a beautiful an- 
tique. Up ftairs you fee the room§ conftantly 
Inhabited ; in the princefs's apartment, her 
phimacyrpiece is ont f legant but Iblid ame-;- 
thyft : over the prince's bed, which changes 
with the feafons, hangs a Ganymede painted 
hy Titian, to which the connoifTeurs tell you 
n6 rival has yet been found* The furniture is 
fuitably magnificent in every patt of the 
houfe, and our Englifti friends aflured me, that 
they met the lady of it laft night, when one 
gentleman obferving how pretty fhe was, 
another replied he could not fee her face, for 
the dazzling iuftre of her innumerable dia- 
monds, that aftually by their fparkling con- 
foxmded his fight, and furrounded her coun- 
tenance fo that he could not find it. 

An\ong all the curiofities however belong- 
ing to this wealthy and illuftrious family, the 
fi^igle one moft prized is a well-known ftatue, 
called in-Cat^logyes by the name of the Fight- 
ing Gladiator j^ but confidered here at Rome 
as deferving of a higher appellation. They 
now difpute only what hero it can be, as 
every limb and feature is expreflive of a lof- 

F f 2 tier 
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tier charader than the ancients ever bcftow^ 
in feulpture upon thofe degraded mcftals 
whom Pluay contemptuoufly calls H^^Ua^j^ 
and fays they were kept on barley bread, with 
afhes given in their drink to firengthen them. 
Indeed the ftatue of the expiring Gladiator at 
the Capitol^ bis rope about his neck, and his 
unpitied fate, marked ftrongly in his vulgftr 
features, exhibits, quite a feparate clafs in the 
variety of human beings ; and though Ja^- 
tina's favourite foun^ in the lame coll?<£ti»n 
was probably the flxowieft fellow theij aqipQg 
them, we fee no marl^s of intelligent bea^y 
pr heroic courage in his form or face, wbpre 
Ziti undaunted (leadinefs and ruftic ftrengtl^ 
make up th^ little merit of the figure. 

This charming ftatue of the prince Boi^-* 
hefe is on the othpr hand the firft in, Rtn»e 
perhaps, for the difting\ii(hed excellencies of 
animated grace and a dive manlinefs : his 
head raifed, the body's attitude, not ftudied 
furely, but the apparent and feemingly fudi^ 
den efFedk of patriotic daring. Sugh one's 
fancy forms young Ifadas the Spartan ; whp 
hearing the enemy's approach while at the 
baths, ftarts off unmindful of his own der 
fencelefs ftate, fnatches a fpe?ir 2^nd fhield fron^ 

one 
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erne he m^^si flies at the foe, performs pro- 
digies of vaiour, is looked on by both armies 
us a defceaded God, and returns home at laft 
unhurt, to be fined by the Ephori for breach 
of 4ifcipline, at the fame time tliat a ftatue 
•'wa& ordered to commemorate his exploits, and 
^eSed at the ftate's expence. Monfignor 
'JEnnio Vifconti, who faw that the figure re;- 
minded me of this ftory, half perfuaded him- 
fclf for a moment that this was the very Ife- 
das ; and that Jafon, for whom he had long 
thought it intended, was not young enough, 
' and lefs likely to fight undefended by armour 
againft bulls, of whofe fury he had been well 
apprifed. Mr. Jenkins recolleded an antique 
ring which confirmed our new hypothefis, 
imd I remained flattered, whether they were 
^t^ince4 or «q. 
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